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x  Thess.  V.  12,  13. 

And  we  bejeech  you,  brethren ,  to  know  them  which  Id - 
bor  among  you  y  and  are  over  you  in  the  Lordy  and  ad - 
monijh  you ;  and  to  efteem  them  very  highly  in  love 
for  their  work's  fake*. 

T  T  hath  pleafed  God,  in  his  benevolence,  to  re-* 
-*■  veal  in  the  fcripiures,  the  way  in  which  he  can, 
confidently  with  his  perfections,  {hew  mercy  to 
any  of  the  fallen  race  of  men.  That  this  revelati¬ 
on  may  be  the  better  underftood,  and  more  effec¬ 
tually  anfwer  the  defigns  of  his  grace,  he  has  in¬ 
itialled  an  order  of  men  as  his  ambalfadors,  whofe 
bufinefs  it  is,  to  open  divine  truths;  and,  by  every 
moving  confederation,  to  enforce  them  upon  the 
minds  of  their  fellow-creatures.  The  care  of  im¬ 
mortal  fouls  is  fo  far  committed  to  them,  that,  if 
any,  under  their  infpedtion,  perifh  through  their 
negledt,  they  mu  ft  be  accountable  for  it.  Hence 
‘  Vol.  II.  A 
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arifes  a  near  and  facred  relation  between  the  peo¬ 
ple  and  their  refpe&ive  paftors.  They  are  joined 
together  by  the  ties  and  obligations  of  religion, 

which  give  them  a  mutual  right  in  one  another, 
in  different  refpeefts. 

Since  tne  defign  of  our  ailembling  this  day,  is 
to  conftitute  fuch  a  relation  and  union  between  a 
miniftei  and  this  congregation,  it  will  not  be  im¬ 
proper,  to  open  tne  feveral  duties,  which  will,  in 
confequence  oi  it,  be  incumbent  on  each.  To  do 
whicn,  I  have  cholen,  as  the  foundation  of  my  dif- 
courfe,  the  words  of  the  apoftle  now  read,  where 
we  have  a  brief  view  of  the  duty  of  minifters  to 
their  people,  and  or  people  to  their  minifters. 
Arid  zee  bejeeuo  you ,  bretioreny  to  knozv  them  which  la- 
hoi  among  you y  and  are  over  you  m  the  Lord>  and  admo- 
nijh you;  and  to  efteem  them  very  highly  in  love  for 
their  worlds  Jake .  Thefe  words  were  indeed  in¬ 
tended  by  the  apoftle,  only  to  fhew  the  duty  of 
people  to  their  minifters ;  but,  as  in  doing  this,  he 
has  at  the  fame  time,  given  the  character  of  faith¬ 
ful  minifters,  we  may,  with  propriety,  from  the 
words,  fpeak  of  their  duty  towards  their  people. 

And  here  we  may  take  notice,  Firfl ,  Of  the  du¬ 
ties  to  which  minifters  are  called.  And, 

i.  They  muft  labor  among  their  people.  Know 
them  woich  laoor  among  you ,  They  are  alfewhere 
faid  to  labor  in  zvord  and  doctrine. 

The  difeharge  of  minifterial  duties  is  a  labori¬ 
ous  work.  There  is  need  of  great  activity  and  di- 
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ligencc  to  perform  them.  Every  power  of  the 
body,  and  the  mind,  mult  be  exerted,  and  all  little 
enough. 

2.  They  are  to  rule  their  people.  They  are  over 
them  in  the  Lord.  The  fame  original  word,  which 
is  here  rendered  over,  is  tranflated  rule,  in  i  Tim. 
v.  17.  Let  the  elders  that  rule  well.  They  are  not 
to  exercife  dominion  as  temporal  lords ;  but  to 
rule  as  fpiritual  guides.  They  are  to  fuperintend 
the  flock,  and  lead  them  in  the  ways  oi  God,  by 
explaining  the  fcriptures  to  them,  and  applying 
divine  truths  to  their  feveral  cafes.  They  are  not 
to  make  and  enforce  laws  of  their  own;  but  to  in¬ 
terpret  and  enforce,  by  various  arguments,  and 
their  pious  examples,  the  laws  of  God :  for  they 
are  over  them  in  the  Lord.  This  may  be  intended, 
not  only  to  diftinguifh  them  from  civil  magif- 
trates  ;  but  to  denote  alfo  that  they  are  but  minif- 
ters  under  Chrift,  receiving  their  appointment 
from  him,  and  obliged  to  govern  the  church  agree¬ 
ably  to  his  laws,  and  with  a  view  to  his  glory. 

3.  They  muft  alfo  admonijh  the  people. 

It  belongs  to  them  to  put  their  people  in  mind 
of  their  duty,  and  not  only  to  give  them  good  coun- 
fel,  and  commend  what  is  virtuous  in  them  ;  but 
to  reprove  them  for  whatever  they  fee  amifs  in 
their  temoer  or  condudh 

A. 

Secondly ,  We  have  in  the  text  the  duties  of  peo¬ 
ple  to  their  minifters. 


••v-v.,' 

7?: 

.  ,  •  .-  .•  -  - 


I  kb  I 


It 


O  L 


N  E. 


i.  They  are  to  know  their  minifter,  by  which  in 
general  is  meant,  that  they  are  to  to  own  him  in  his 
ojjLce ;  particularly,  they  are  duly  to  attend  upon 
and  regard  his  teaching — fubmit  to  his  good  go¬ 
vernment  and  difeipline — reward  his  labors,  and 
affectionately  remember  him  at  the  throne  of  grace. 
To  know  a  perfon  is  often  in  feripture  to  be  taken 
for  both  the  exercife  of  the  will  and  affections,  and 
the  external  actions. 


2.  They  are  fervently  "to  love  their  minifter. 
Eftecm  him  very  highly  in  love  for  his  works 
lake.  They  ought  always  to  fet  a  great  value  on 
the  office  of  the  miniftry,  and  if  a  minifter  faith- 
luily  difeharges  it,  they  ought  to  love  his  perfon, 
and  manifeft  tneir  affection  to  him  in  all  proper 
ways ;  but  efpecially  are  they  to  love  him  on  ac¬ 
count  of  his  work;  becaufe  the  work  is  in  itfelf  ho¬ 
norable,  and  tends  to  their  own  beft  good  both 
here  and  hereafter. 

Having  thus  briefly  explained  the  text,  we  fhall 
now  proceed  to  a  particular  illuftration  of  the  fe¬ 
vers  i  duties  contained  in  it.  And  we  fhall,  firft , 
eonfider  the  leading  duties  which  minifters  ow7e 
to  the  people  of  their  charge.  In  the 

Firft:  place,  it  is  their  duty  faithfully  and  fre¬ 
quently  to  preach  the  word  of  God  to  them. 

This  is  the  chief  and  moft  important  duty  of  a 

minifter  towards  his  people.  We  find  that  this  is. 
the  firft  thing  mentioned  by  cur  Lord  in  the  com-. 
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miffion  which  he  gave  his  difciples.  Go  and  teach 
all  nations.  Matt,  xxviii.  19. — or  as  it  is  in  Mark, 

Preach  the  gof pel  to  every  creature.  And  the  apof- 
tle  Paul  fays,  that  Chrift  fent  him,  not  to  baptize , 
but  to  preach  the  gof  pel;  that  is,  it  was  not  chief!/ 
to  baptize,  but  to  preach. 

Whoever  undertakes  this  work,  he  is  bound, 
from  a  regard  to  the  glory  of  God,  and  the  beft: 
good  of  his  fellow  creatures,  to  do  it  faithfully . 
He  is  to  deliver  nothing  but  what,  according  to 
his  beft  judgment,  is  agreeable  to  the  word  of  God; 
and  he  is  to  do  this  in  fuch  plain  terms  as  may  be 
underftood,  by,  at  leaft,  the  generality  of  his  hear¬ 
ers.  Indeed,  he  is  to  endeavor  to  adapt  his  dif- 
courfes  in  a  great  meafure  to  the  meancft  capaci¬ 
ty.  And  he  is  not  only  to  preach  the  truth,  but 
as  far  as  his  time  and  health  will  admit,  he  fhould 
try  to  make  his  people  acquainted  with  the  whole 
truth ;  or,  as  the  apoftle  faid  of  himfelf,  he  fhould 
not  fhun  declaring  to  them  all  the  counfel  of  God. 

Thofe  dodlrines  of  the  gofpel  which  are  humb¬ 
ling  to  the  pride  of  man,  he  mufl  infift  upon  with 
all  plainnefs.  He  muft  reprove,  with  becoming 
boldnefs  and  faithfulnefs,  all  forts  of  vices,  and 
oppofe  fuch  errors  as  he  knows  to  be  prevalent. 
He  wTho  wilfully  conceals  any  truth  of  God  ’s  word, 
or  refufes  to  publifh  it  becaufe  it  might  be  difpleaf- 
ing  to  feme,  or  on  the  fame  principle,  connives  at 
prevailing  immoralities  and  herefies,  is  chargeable 
with  great  unfaith fulnefs  to  his  Lord  and  mafter, 
and  with  high  injuftice  to  his  fellow  creatures. 


H 


J  O  L  I  N  E. 

I  ie  defrauds  them  of  the  truth,  or  attempts  to  do 
Jt,  and  withholds  that  fincerity  and  honefty,  which 
every  man  has  a  right  to  exped  of  every  man,  ef- 
pecially,  of  a  preacher  of  the  gofpel. 


.  ^nd  as  a  is  bound  to  be  thus  faithful 

m  difpenfing  the  word,  fo,  according  to  his  ability 
and  opportunity,  he  is  to  do  it  frequently.  Line 
muft  be  upon  line ,  and  precept  upon  precept.  The 
great  and  leading  dodrines  of  the  gofpel  fhould  be 
otten  inculcated  and  urged  upon  the  heart  and 
conscience.  Confidering  the  weaknefs  of  moft 
people’s  memories,  and  the  need  that  all  hand  in 
ox  having  their  affedions  quickened,  the  fame 
truths  may  be  often  infilled  upon,  agreeably  to  the 
example  of  the  apoflle  Peter.  Wherefore ,  favs  he, 
I  will  not  be  negligent  to  put  you.  always  in  remembrance 
of  thefe  things,  though  ye  know  them,  and  be  eflablifhed 
in  the  prefent  truth;  yea  I  think  it  meet ,  as  long  as  I 
am  in  tots  tabernacle,  to  fir  you  up  by  putting  you  in 
remembrance.  2  Pet.  i.  12,  13.  And  aifo  the  ex¬ 
ample  of  me  apoide  Paui  /  0  write  the jame  things 
to  you,  to  me  indeed  is  not  grievous,  but  for  you  it  is  fife. 
Phil.  in.  i.  To  the  lame  purpoie  our  Saviour 
obferves,  that  the  feribe  which  is  infinicled  unto  the 
kingdom  of  Heaven,  is  like  an  houfeholder,  who  brings 
forth  out  of  his  treafure  things  new  and  old. 


That  preaching  may  lawfully  be  frequent,  ap¬ 
pears  not  only  from  reafon,  but  from  the  pradice 
of  the  apoftles,  and  from  Paul’s  injundion  on  Ti¬ 
mothy,  2  Tim.  iv.  2.  Preach  the  word,  be  infant 
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in  feci, fen,  out  offeafon ,  reprove ,  rebuke ,  exhort  with  all 
long-fuff ering  and  doctrine.  No  reafonable  objecti¬ 
on  can  be  made  againft  much  preaching,  but  that 
a  miniiter  may  not  be  able  to  perform  it,  confid¬ 
ently  with  his  duty  in  other  refpecds.  Some  no 
doubt  are  bound  in  duty  to  preach  more  than 
others,  as  they  may  have  more  knowledge,  greater 
gifts  and  talents,  and  more  time  and  health  to  de¬ 
vote  to  this  bufineis  tnan  others  :  for  to  whom  much 
is  given ,  of  them  Jhall  much  be  required: — but  the 
right  of  people  to  claim  of  a  minider  abundant 
preaching,  and  other  duties  of  his  office,  does  not 
arife  fo  much  from  his  knowledge,  gifts,  health 
and  time,  unlefs  he  owes  thefe,  under  God,  to 
them,  as  from  the  ample Jupport  they  give  him. 

If  they  free  him  from  all  neceffity  of  entangling 
himfelf  with  worldly  labors  and  cares,  he  ought  in 
juftice  to  them,  to  give  himfelf  wholly  to  the  work 
of  the  minidry,  that  is;  to  dudy,  meditation, 
preaching,  catechifing,  and  all  other  ways  in  which 
he  may  promote  tnen  ipiritual  and  eternal  happi— 
nefs,  according  to  the  bed  of  his  abilities:  but  if 
they  afford  him  only  a  fcanty  maintenance,  they 
can  reafonably  expect  no  more  than  labors  in  pro¬ 
portion  ;  efpecially,  if  he  be  obliged  to  apply  to 
worldly  bufinefs  in  order  to  procure  a  fubftdance ; 
for  then,  his  labors  in  the  minidry  mud  neceifa- 
rily  be  lefs  than  otherwife  they  might  be. 

-•  ft  !S  the  duty  of  miniders  to  adminider  the 
ordinances  ofbaptifmand  the  Lord’s  fupper.  and 
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to  carry  into  effect  the  regular  exercife  of  church 
difciplme;  and  the  people,  over  whom  they  are 
fet,  have  a  right  to  expeCt  the  due  difcharge  of  thefc 
duties ;  for  otherwife  they  are  deprived  of  thofe 
privileges  which  God  has  given  the  Chriftian 
church,  and  in  the  proper  obfervance  of  which, 
they  have  reafon  to  hope  for  fpiritual  blefiings  to 
themfelves  and  their  offspring.  But  then  it  mu  ft 
be  obferved,  that  thefe  ordinances  are  not  to  be 
adminiftered  to  all  without  diftindion.  There 
are  certain  qualifications  neceffary  in  order  to  give 
men  a  right,  in  the  view  of  the  church,  to  a  parti¬ 
cipation  of  them.  This  is  plain  from  thofe  in- 
fiances  where  perfons  wrere  admitted  to  divine  or¬ 
dinances  by  the  apoftles.  Of  thefe  qualifications, 
minifters  are  to  judge,  and  as  door-keepers  of  the 
church,  to  deny  admittance  to  thofe  who  appear 
to  be  deftitute  of  them ;  for  they  are  not  to  fuffer 
men,  if  they  can  prevent  it,  to  profane  thofe  holy 
ordinances  ;  but  when  men,  who  in  appearance  are 
qualified,  or  are  vifible  Chriftians,  apply  for  ad- 
miilion  to  ordinances,  they  ought  to  be  received 
by  the  church. 

3.  It  is  the  duty  of  minifters  fincerely  to  love 
and  eiteem  their  people,  according  to  their  appa¬ 
rent  excellency,  and  to  pray  for  fueh  blefiings  to 
defcend  upon  them  as  they  may  refpedively  need. 

As  the  creatures  of  God,  endued  with  rational 
and  immortal  fouls,  however  bad  may  be  their 
moral  characters,  and  whatever  abufes  he  may  re- 
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ceivefrom  them,  a  minifter  is  bound  towiih  them 
well — to  pray  that  God  would  bring  them  to  re¬ 
pentance  and  forgive  them — to  warn  and  adrno- 
nilh  them  of  their  dangers,  and  diredt  them  to  the 
remedy  in  the  gofpel ;  but  if  they  treat  him  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  dignity  of  his  office — duly  attend 
his  miniftrations,  and  appear  to  embrace  the  truths 
which  he  delivers — if  they  cheerfully  contribute 
to  his  fupport,  and  are  kind  and  affe&ionate  to- 
waids  him,  he  is  bound  by  the  laws  of  gratitude 
and  religion,  as  well  as  juftice,  to  efteem  them 
highly,  and  to  do  them  all  the  good  that  lies  in  his 
power.  In  the 

4th  and  laft  place,  it  is  the  duty  of  a  minifter 
to  vifit  his  people  in  their  ficknefs,  when  they  fend 
ror  him,  if  he  can  attend  them  :  I  fay  when  they 
fend  for  him;  for  though  as  a  friend  and  acquaint¬ 
ance  ;  or  out  of  mere  humanity  and  charity,  he 
may  vifit  them  unalked,  yet  he  is  not,  I  conceive, 
obliged  to  do  it  by  virtue  of  his  office.  The  fick* 
according  to  the  cxprefs  direction  of  the  apoftle 
James,  are  lo  fend  for  the  minifter.  Is  any  fick 
among  you,  lei  him  call for  the  elders  of  the  church,  that 
is,  for  the  pallors  or  teachers,  and  let  them  pray 
ooei  him.  This  order,  it  is  true,  was  given  when 
the  apoftles  had  the  gift  of  healing  bodily  difor- 
ders ;  but  it  does  not  hence  follow,  that  it  is  not 
as  neceflary  to  fend  for  thofe  who  may  be  inftru- 
mental  in  healing  the  maladies  of  the  foul ;  for 
pardon  of  fin,  and  peace  with  God  are  of  much 

greater  importance,  and  of  confcquence,  deferve 

Vox,.  II.  B 


more  regard ;  and  if  men  had  as  much  concern 
for  their  fouls  as  they  have  for  their  bodies,  they 
would  be  as  ready,  in  hcknefs,  to  apply  to  a  mini- 
Her  for  his  advice  and  prayers,  as  to  a  phyfician 
for  bodily  relief.  And  befides,  if  he  makes  a  ge¬ 
neral  pradice  of  vifiting  the  fick  without  being 
a  Iked,  it  may  eventually  be  the  fource  of  preju¬ 
dice  and  ill-will  to  the  minifter;  for  when  he  does 
not  know  of  the  (icknefs  of  fame,  which  will,  no 
doubt,  frequently  be  the  cafe  when  people  do  not 
fend  for  him,  his  not  viiiting  thefe,as  well  as  others, 
will  be  imputed  to  partiality  and  negled.  It  may 
alfo  be  very  ufeful,  and  therefore  a  duty,  for  a  mi- 
nifier  who  has  time,  health,  and  a  talent  for  it,  to 
vifit  his  people  from  houfe  to  houfe,  and  ferioufly 
to  converfe  with  them  upon  religious  fubjeds — to 
examine  into  their  fpiritual  date,  and  give  them 
inch  advice,  reproof,  or  comfort,  as  may  appear  to 
him  expedient. 

f 

Thus  we  have  pointed  out  the  principal  duties 
incumbent  upon  minifters  towards  their  people. 

We  proceed,  fecondly ,  to  consider  the  duties  of 
people  towards  their  minifters.  And, 

i.  It  is  the  duty  of  the  people  cordially  to  love, 
and  highly  to  honor  and  efteem  their  faithful  mi¬ 
nifters. 

Not  to  mention  that  love  and  refpecft  which  is 
due  to  them,  confidered  as  believers  in  thrift, 
which  is  common  to  them  with  other  believers,  I 
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fhall  urge  two  things,  on  account  of  which,  they 
are  worthy  of  honor,  love,  and  efteem. 

i .  On  account  of  the  commiffion  and  authority, 
with  which  Chrift  has  inverted  them,  as  his  am- 
bafladors. 

The  office  of  the  miniftry  is  an  inftitution  of 
Chrift,  and  not  a  human  device.  It  is  he  who 
raifes  up,  qualifies,  and  fends  forth  men  to  publifli 
the  glad  tidings  of  falvation.  Thus  we  find  that 
he  commiflioned  his  apoftJes,  and  bid  them  go 
forth  and  preach  the  gofpel  to  every  creature,  and 
promifed  to  be  with  them  alway,  even  to  the  end 
of  the  world,  which  muft  be  underftood  of  their 
fucceftors  in  the  minifterial  office,  becaufe  the  firft 
preachers  of  the  gofpel  were  not  to  continue  al¬ 
ways  in  this  world.  The  true  and  faithful  m mi¬ 
llers  of  the  gofpel  now,  receiving  their  com  milli¬ 
on  to  preach  from  Chrift,  are,  therefore,  on  account 
of  the  dignity  and  facrednefs  of  their  office,  to  be 
highly  rcfpected  by  men.  Hence  Chrift  told  his 
difciples,  when  he  lent  them  out  to  preach — He 
that  dejpifeih you  defpifeth  me.  The  reafon  why  the 
defpifers  of  thefe  difciples,  would  be  confidered  as 
the  defpifers  of  Chrift  himfelf,  was,  becaufe  they 
were  his  ambassadgp.s,  as  they  are  exprefsly  cal¬ 
led,  2  Corin.  v.  20,  and  went  forth  in  his  name, 
and  by  his  authority,  proclaiming  his  laws.  Thus 
we  know  it  is  among  men.  He,  that  contemns  an 
ambaftador  from  a  king,  in  the  execution  of  his 
office,  is  confidered  as  contemning  the  king  who 
fends  him.  Now  furely  to  be  an  ambaftador  of  the 


°  J  O  L  I  N  £, 

king  of  kings,  and  lord  of  lords,  is  the  higheft  of¬ 
fice  that  can  be  fuftained  by  any  mortal,  and  there¬ 
fore,  feeing  minifters  are  fo  honored  by  Chrift, 
they  ought  to  be  honored  by  men,  and  treated  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  dignity  of  their  ftation. 

2.  Faithful  minifters  ought  to  be  loved  and  ef- 
teemed  on  account  of  the  excellency  of  the  work 
in  which  they  are  employed. 

This  is  exprefsly  afferted  in  my  text.  And  ef- 
teem  them  very  highly  in  love  for  their  work's  fake , 
Their  work  is  the  molt  noble  and  important  of 
any  thing  in  which  men  can  be  engaged  ;  for  it  is 
to  teach  men  the  principles  of  true  religion — to 
lead  them  to  the  right  knowledge  of  God  and 
themfelves,  and  thus,  under  God,  to  make  them 
wife  and  good,  and  prepare  them  for  the  enjoy¬ 
ment  of  himfelf,  both  in  this  world  and  the  next. 
As  therefore  their  great  buiinefs  is  to  plead  the 
caufe  of  God— to  vindicate  his  perfections  and  the 
truths  of  his  word,  and  to  promote  the  belt  good 
of  their  fellow  creatures,  it  plainly  follows,  that 
as  far  as  they  exert  themfelves  upon  proper  prin¬ 
ciples  to  bring  about  thefe  great  ends,  they  de- 
ferve  the  affectionate  love  of  mankind.  That 
faithful  minifters  do  promote  the  belt  interefts  of 
their  fellow  creatures,  and  indeed,  generally  do 
more  towards  this  than  any  other  perfons,  feems 
evident  from  fcripture  and  experience.  The  apof- 
tle  tells  us,  that  God  fent  him  to  turn  men  from  dark- - 
nefs  to  light ,  and  from  the  power  of  fat  an  unto  God  ; 
and  elfewhere,  that  it  had  pleafed  God ,  by  the  foolifh- 
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tftfs  of  preaching,  to  fave  them  that  believe .  This  is 
fo  much  the  ordinary  way  in  which  God  gives 
men  faith,  that  the  fame  apoftle  afks.  How  Jhall 
they  believe  in  him  of  whom  they  have  not  heard,  and 
how  Jhall  they  hear  without  a  preacher ?  Rom.  x.  14* 
And  experience  has  abundantly  fhewn,  that  the 
preaching  of  the  gofpel,  in  all  ages,  has  been  fig- 
nally  bleffed  for  the  converfion  of  finners.  Three 
thoufand  were  brought  to  repentance  and  faith  by 
the  firft  public  fermon  after  Chrift’s  afcenfion  5 
and  five  thoufand  more  foon  after,  on  another  oc- 
cafion;  and  probably  lince  that  time,  there  have 
been  vaft  numbers  converted  by  the  inftrumenta- 
lity  of  the  preached  word,  where  there  has  been 
one  converted  in  any  other  way.  And  as  mini- 
ffers  are  ordinarily  the  mofi  ufeful  in  promoting 
the  fpiritual,  and,  of  confequence,  the  eternal  in- 
terefts  of  men,  fo  they  are  alfo  of  their  temporal 
interefts  :  for  nothing  fo  much  conduces  to  the 
peace  of  the  mind — the  health  of  the  body — ho- 
nefty  and  induftry,  and,  of  courfe,  the  increafe  of 
worldly  wrealth,  as  true  religion.  This  teaches 
men  to  govern  their  appetites  and  paffions,  and  to 
refrain  from  anger,  luft  and  intemperance;  which 
vices  deliroy  many  lives.  This  gives  them  com- 

pofure  in  all  circumftances,  and  faves  from  that 
anxiety  of  fpirit  which  waftes  the  conflitution, 
and  makes  men  always  unhappy.  This  makes 
men  jufi  and  honeft  in  their  dealings,  and  excites 
to  that  application  to  bufinefs,  which,  with  the 
bleffing  of  the  Lord,  as  Solomon  obferves,  maketb 
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rua.  This  promotes  national  profperity ;  for  the 
fame  wife  man  fays,  that  righteoufnefs  exalteth  a  na¬ 
tion :  but  fin  is  the  reproach  of  any  people.  Seeing 
then,  that  gofpel  mini  Hers  are  thus  neceffary  and 
ufeful,  it  is  butjuft  and  reafonafale  that  they  fhould 
be  honoied  and  loved  by  all,  and  elpecially  by 
thofe  who  enjoy  the  benefit  of  their  Hated  labors. 

2.  It  is  a  duty  which  people  owe  their  minifters 
to  attend  diligently  upon  the  word  preached,  and 
facraments  adminiftered  by  them. 

The  duties  of  preaching  and  hearing  are  reci¬ 
procal.  The  former  neceflarily  implies  the  lat¬ 
ter:  for  if  Chrifh  has  appointed  an  order  of  men 
to  preach  the  gofpel,  people  mult  be  bound  to 
give  it  a  hearing,  otherwife  their  preaching  would 
be  in  vain  and  infignificant.  To  hear  the  word, 
is  indeed  a  duty  that  people  owe  principally  to 
God  and  themfelves.  He  has  commanded  them, 
not  to  forfake  the  affembling  of  themfelves  together  as 
the  manner  of  fame  is.  And  if  they  forfake  this,  they 
negled  their  own  mercies.  They  put  themfelves 
out  of  the  ordinary  way  in  which  God  gives  repen¬ 
tance  and  faith :  for  faith  cometh  by  hearing ,  fays  the 
apoftle.  For  any  then,  who  are  able  to  attend  up¬ 
on  the  preaching  of  the  word,  to  refufe  to  hear  it; 
or  for  Chriftians  to  negled  the  facraments,  is  dif- 
honoring  God,  injuring  themfelves,  and  defpifing 
their  minifter,  and  through  him,  defpifing  Chrilt 
himfelf;  for  he  that  heareth you,  fays  Chri {[,'heareth 
me,  and  he  that  defpifeth you  defpifelh  me.  Surely,  if 
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people  believed  that  in  hearing  the  minifters  of 
(Thrift,  they  hear  Chrift  himfelf,  and  in  neglecting 
them  and  their  miniftrations,  they  negleCt  him, 
they  could  not  fo  many  of  them,  with  quiet  con- 
feien ces,  withdraw  from  public  worftiip  and  di¬ 
vine  ordinances.  In  the 

3d  place,  it  is  the  duty  of  the  people  to  obey 
the  dodtrines  and  fubmit  to  the  counfels  and  re¬ 
proofs  of  their  minifters,  fo  far  as  thefe  are  agree¬ 
able  to  the  word  of  God. 

This  is  exprefsly  enjoined  by  the  apoftle,  in 
Heb.  xiii.  17.  Obey  them  that  have  the  rule  over 
you ,  and  fubmit  yourf elves :  for  they  watch  for  your 
fouls  as  they  that  muft  give  account .  And  reafon  it- 
felf  points  out  the  fame;  for  if  God  has  inverted 
minifters  with  a  facred  office,  and  conftituted  them 
the  amballadors  of  Chrift,  then  certainly,  not  only 
their  perfons  ought  to  be  honored  ;  but  their  ad- 
miniftrations  obeyed  for  Chrift’s  fake.  As  then, 
minifters  in  the  execution  of  their  office,  are  not 
aCting  in  their  own  name,  and  by  their  own  autho¬ 
rity;  but  in  the  name,  and  by  the  authority  of 
Chrift,  not  publifhing  their  own  laws  and  doc¬ 
trines,  but  the  law^s  and  doCtrines  of  Chrift,  it  is 
plain  that,  while  they  preach  the  doCtrines  which 
Chrift  has  revealed,  and  reprove  and  exhort  agree¬ 
ably  to  his  commands,  and  exercife  that  difeipline 
which  he  has  appointed,  they  ought  to  be  obey¬ 
ed  and  fubmitted  to  from  a  regard  to  Chrift;  for 
it  is  Chrift  himfelf  fpeaking  by  them.  As  though 
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And  we  hefeech  you,  brethren,  to  know  them  which  la¬ 
bor  among  you,  and  are  over  you  in  the  Lord,  and  ad 
mohijh  you;  and  to  ejleem  them  very  highly  in  love 
for  their  work’s  fake.  ^ 

4*  rT,HE  faithful  mir.iflers  of  Chrifh  have  a 
right  to  a  comfortable  temporal  mainte- 
nance,  from  thofe  whom  they  ferve  in  the  golpeh 

As  there  is  no  duty  towards  minifters  more  ge¬ 
nerally  neglected  at  this  day  than  this,  and  even 
denied  oy  many  to  be  a  duty ;  and  as  nothing  tends 
more  to  the  decay  of  piety  in  our  churches,  Ifliall 
endeavor,  fomewhat  largely,  to  illuftrate  and  con¬ 
firm  this  particular. 

It  is  indeed  very  di (agreeable  for  a  minifter  to 
fpeak  upon  this  fubjedl,  as,  in  fome  refpecls,  it  may 
Vol.  IL  C 
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be  confidered  as  pleading  his  own  caufe;  but  fince 
it  is  a  part  of  the  counfel  of  God,  none  of  which  we 
are  to  fhun  declaring,  and  fince  it  is  an  important 
part  of  the  fubjed  upon  which  I  am  difcourfing, 
and  is  fuitable  to  the  prefent  occafion,  I  can  by  no 
means  pafs  it  by  unnoticed.  Being  confcious  of 
doing  my  duty,  I  fhall  therefore,  without  regard¬ 
ing  the  reproaches  of  the  ignorant  and  the  profane^, 
now  attempt  to  prove  and  enforce  this  point. 

I  fhall  begin  with  the  New  Teftament,  and  from 
fome  paffages  in  it,  fhall  be  led  to  confider  what 
the  Old  Teftament  offers  on  the  fame  fubjed. 

Our  bleffed  Lord,  when  he  fent  out  his  twelve 
apoftles  to  preach  the  gofpel,  let  them  know  that 
they  muft  be  fupplied  with  whatever  was  neceffa- 
ry  for  their  fubfiftance,  by  thofe  among  whom 
they  labored.  Matt.  x.  9,  10.  Provide ,  fays  he, 
neither  gold  nor  fiver,  not  brafs  in  your  purfes,  nor f crip 
for  your  journey,  neither  two  coats,  neither  Jhoes,  nor 
yet  fiaves ;  for  the  workman  is  worthy  of  bis  meat; 
that  is,  he  deferves  a  fuitable  maintenance  for  the 
work  he  doth.  And  fo  when  he  fent  the  feventy 
difciples  to  preach,  he  encouraged  them  to  exped 
a  fupport,  by  telling  them,  that  the  laborer  is  wor¬ 
thy  of  his  hire .  Luke  x.  7.  The  apoftle  Paul  en¬ 
larges  upon  what  our  Saviour  has  briefly  afferted. 
See  the  9th  chap,  of  his  iff  epiftle  to  the  Corin¬ 
thians,  from  the,  3d  to  the  14th  verfe,  where  he 
plainly  claims  a  right  to  fubfift  by  his  miniftry, 
and  defends  it  by  natural  re  of  on,  the  Mofaic  law, 
and  the  inftitution  of  Chrift , 
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*  ' 

As  we  are  laborers  in  the  gofpel,  have  we  not, 

fays  h power  to  eat  and  to  drink  ?  that  is,  have  we 
not  a  right  to  require  fuftenance  of  you  ?  Have  we 
not  power  to  lead  about  a  flfter,  a  wife  as  well  as  other 
apofiles  who  are  married?  that  is,  have  I  not  a 
right,  when  I  pleafe,  to  take  a  wife,  and  lead  her 
with  me,  and  demand  a  maintenance  for  her,  as 
well  as  for  myfelf,  from  the  churches  to  whom  I 

The  apoftle  then  proceeds  by  feveral  arguments 
to  prove  his  claim.  And  he  does  it  in  the  firft 
place  from  reafon  and  the  common  practice  and 
expedations  of  mankind. 

Who  goeth  a  warfare  at  any  time  at  his  own  charges  f 
IVho  plant  eth  a  vineyard  and  eateth  not  of  the  fruit 
thereof ?  or,  who  feedetb  a  flock  and  eateth  not  of  the 
milk  of  the  flock  ? 

Thofe  who  apply  themfelves  to  any  way  of  bu- 
finefs  in  the  world,  exped  their  living  by  it.  Sol¬ 
diers,  for  indance,  exped  pay  for  their  fervices. 
Hufbandmen  when  they  plow  and  fow,  plant  vine¬ 
yards  or  orchards,  and  drefs  or  cultivate  them,  it 
is  in  hopes  of  reaping  fruit,  and  obtaining  a  live¬ 
lihood  of  their  labors.  Shepherds  exped  to  be 
fed  and  clothed  by  the  flocks  which  they  raife  or 

tend  ;  and  fo  it  is  with  other  laborers.  If  then  it 

• 

be  fit  and  reafonable  that  fuch  as  thefe  fhould  be 
recompenfed  for  their  fervices,  the  apoftle  con¬ 
cludes,  that  it  is  as  reafonable  minifters  fhould  be 
recompenfed  for  theirs;  in  which  he  contradicts 


preach 
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thofe  who  feoffingly  object  it  as  a  reproachful 
thing,  1  that  minifters  fhouid  be  paid  for  their  fer- 
vices  as  tradefmen  for  their  labors- and  goods  f  in- 
finuating,  that  they  hereby  make  the  office  of  the 
niinifiry  a  mere  mercenary  thing.  The  apollle, 
it  fee  ms,  thought  other  wife,  and  therefore  argues 
from  what  is  thought  juft  and  reafonable  in  other 
callings,  to  that  of  the  miniffry,  with  regard  to 
their  maintenance  by  them.  It  is  no  more  reafon- 
able  that  a  miniiter  fhouid  bell  aw  all  his  time  and 
ffrength,  in  fiudying,  preaching,  and  other  duties 
of  his  office  without  a  recompenfe,  than  any  other 
perfon ;  nay,  the  obligation  on  the  people  to  reward 
their  minifter  honorably,  is  greater  than  it  is  to  re¬ 
ward  other  laborers,  becaufe  the  miniffers’  calling 
is  higher  and  more  noble,  and  more  advantageous 
to  mankind  than  any  other  calling,  as  has  been 
fhewn.  Therefore,  the  apoftle  fays.  If  we  have 
fozvjt  unto  you  fpiritual  things ,  is  it  a  great  thing  if 
we  Jh  all  reap  your  carnal  things ?  As  much  as  to  fay, 
there  is,  a  great  difference  between  fpiritual  and 
temporal,  or  worldly  things;  the  former  is  of  as 
much  more  importance  than  the  latter,  as  the  foul 
is  worth  more  than  the  body,  and  therefore,  thofe 
who  promote  the  intereffs  or  the  former,  are  more 
deferring  of  efteem  and  a  reward,  than  thofe  who 
only  promote  the  intereff  s  of  the  latter.  And  it 
plainly  fhews  that  people  fet  no  great  value  on  fpi- 
fitual  blefiings,  when  they  are  unwilling  to  part 
with  a  little  of  their  worldly  iuWfance  to  obtain 
them,  and  think  it  a  great  thing  to  contribute  a  few 
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ftiillings  or  pounds  yearly,  to  have  the  ineftimable 
privilege  of  hearing  the  gofpel  preached  every 
fabbath,  and  of  attending  upon  divine  ordinances. 

The  apoftle  having  proved  the  right  of  minifters 
to  a  maintenance,  from  re  of  on  and  common  equity a 
proceeds  to  do  it  from  fome  precepts  in  the  Jew¬ 
ish  law.  Say  I  thefe  things  as  a  man?  or  faith  the 
Jaw  the  fame  afro?  Is  this  merely  a  dkftate  ofreafon, 
and  according  to  common  ufage  only?  No,  it  is 
like  wife  agreeable  to  the  law  of  God :  For  it  is  writ¬ 
ten  in  the  law  of  Mofes>  thou  fait  not  muzzle  the 
mouth  of  the  ox  that  treadeth  out  the  corn .  Doth  God 
take  care  for  oxen?  As  much  as  to  fay,  the  divine  in¬ 
tention  in  giving  that  law  wras  not  fo  much  to  pro¬ 
vide  for  oxen,  as  to  teach  mankind  that  all  due 
encouragement  fhould  be  given  to  thofe  who  are 
employed  by  us,  or  labor  for  our  good.  Or  faith 
he  it  altogether  for  our fakes?  For  our  fakes ,  no  doubt y 
this  is  written :  that  he  that  plozveth  fhould  plozv  in 
hope  ;  and  he  that  threfleth  in  hope  fhould  he  partaker 
of  his  hope.  The  great  defign  of  this  law  wTas  to 
teach  us  humanity  towards  all  with  whom  wre  have 
?ny  dealings,  and  not  to  fru {Irate  their  hopes  of  re¬ 
ceiving  a  reward  according  to  the  value  of  their 
labors;  and  more  efpecially  to  encourage  the  mi¬ 
nifters  of  the  gofpel  in  their  arduous  work,  and  to 
intimate  that  no  one  fhould  w  eaken  or  difhearten 
them  by  refufing  to  contribute  cheerfully  to  their 
maintenance. 

1  he  apoftle  then  argues  from  the  practice  under 
the  law,  or  the  old  Jewifti  eftablifhment.  Do  ye 


mi  know,  faith  he,  that  they  who  minifter  about  holy 
things,  live  oj  the  things  of  the  temple  ?  and  they  who 
•ait  at  the  altar \  are  partakers  with  the  altar  f 
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The  argument  here  ufed  is  this.-—The  Friefts 
and  Levues  who  were  the  miniiters  of  the  Jewifli 
church,  had  their  living  by  their  fervices  in  holy 
Jungs,  winch  was  allowed  them  by  God  s  own  ap¬ 
pointment;  and,  tnereforc,  it  is  not  to  be  fuppofed, 
that  he  has  left  thofe  deftitute  of  a  living  who  are 
employed  in  difpenfing  tne  word,  and  the  ordi¬ 
nances  of  the  gofpeL  If  thofe  were  well  maintain¬ 
ed  who  ferved  the  tabernacle  and  temple,  jfliall 
not  the  fervants  of  Chrift  be  taken  care  of,  and  as 
well  recompenfed  for  the  pains  which  they  take 
about  the  fpirituai  and  evangelical  facrifices? 


It  may  not  be  amifs,  here,  to  give  a  fhort  ac¬ 
count  of  the  ample  revenues  of  the  Levites  and 
Priefts,  which  were  afilgned  them  by  God  himfelf. 
They  were  to  have '  the  firft  fruits  of  every  thing 
that  the  earth  produced,  which  the  Jews  fay  were 
a  fiftieth  part.  They  were  alfo  to  have  the  ffrft— 
born  of  all  cattle  ;  and  the  firft-born  of  men  w  ere 
appropriated  to  them,  which  were  to  be  redeemed 
after  the  rate  of  five  fhekels,  which  is  more  than 
Twenty  findings  of  our  money  each.  Of  all  the 
creatures  that  were  killed  for  facrifices,  which  w^ere 
very  numerous,  they  had  a  confiderable  part  for 
their  own  ufe.  They  had  a  certain  portion  in  the 
meat-offerings,  fin-offerings,  wave-offerings,  and 
thank-offerings,  befides  their  vow-s  and  free-will 
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offerings.  Moreover,  they  had  the  one-tenth  of 
all  the  earth  produced,  which  muft  have  amount¬ 
ed  to  a  vail  income  yearly.  See  Norm  xviii.  I  hey 
had  alfo  a  coniiderable  advantage  from  the  males 
appearing  three  times  in  a  year  at  the  tabernacle 
or  temple,  at  which  times  none  were  to  come  emp¬ 
ty  handed.  Exod.  xxiii  and  xxxiv  chapters. 

When  the  children  of  Ifrael  were  come  to  Ca¬ 
naan,  and  fettled,  God  appointed  that  forty-eight 
cities  fhould  be  given  to  the  Levites,  with  large 
fuburbs  annexed  to  them,  for  keeping  and  graz¬ 
ing  their  cattle,  as  we  may  fee  in  the  beginning  of 
the  xxxvth  chap,  of  Numbers.  This  was  a  great 
proportion  of  land  for  one  Angle  tribe,  which  was 
not  the  twenty-feventh  part  of  the  twelve  tribes,  to 
poffefs  in  that  fmall  country. 

If  we  put  all  thefe  advantages  together,  we  ihall 
find,  on  a  moderate  computation,  that  the  Levites 
had  a  more  plentiful  income  than  any  families 
whatever  among  the  other  tribes. 

And  finceGod  hirnfelf  appointed  them  fuch  am¬ 
ple  provilion,  is  it  not  rational  to  conclude  that  it 
is  his  will,  that  his  minifiers  under  the  gofpel  dif- 
penfation,  fhould  have  a  liberal  maintenance?  for 
there  is  the  fame  reafon  for  it  Hill  remaining. 
The  reafons  why  the  Jewifh  priefts  were  io  well 
provided  for,  were,  that  they  might  be  freed  from 
ail  worldly  cares,  and  be  entirely  at  leifure  to  de¬ 
vote  themfelves  wholly  to  the  work  of  the  miniftry, 
and  live  in  fuch  a  manner,  as  that  they  might  be 
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tefpedted,  according  to  the  dignity  of  their  office, 
and  not  be  looked  upon  with  contempt  by  their 
neighbors.  And  thefe  reafons  Hill  fobfift;  for 
mimftcrs  are  now  required,  if  practicable,  to  give 
themfelves  wholly  to  meditation,  ftudying,  preach¬ 
ing,  and  other  fuch  duties  as  you  have  heard;  and 

they  are  not,  if  they  can  prevent  it,  to  fuller  any 
man  to  defpife  them. 

The  duty  of  fupporting  minifters,  being  thus 
proved  oy  the  apoftle,  from  rcafon ,  common  equity , 
and  the  Mofaic  law ,  he  concludes  the  argument,  by 
averting  it  to  be  alfo  the  inftitution°of  Chrift. 
Even  fo  bath  the  Lord  ordained  that  they  who  preach 
the  gof pel Jhould  live  of  the  go/pel.  Even  fo,  that  is, 
according  to  the  equity  of  the  jewilh  law,  Chrift 
alio  himfclt  hath  ordained  or  appointed,  that  gof. 
pel  minifters  ihould  be  fupplied  with  a  comforta¬ 
ble  livelihood  in  the  difeharge  of  their  office.  Our 
Lord  himfelf enjoined  this,  when  hefent  his  difei- 
ples  out  to  preach,  as  before  obferved,  and  here 
again  by  his  infpired  apoftle;  and  confequently  it 
is  the  mdifpenlible  duty  of  the  people  to  allow 
their  minifters  fuch  an  income,  as  may  be,  at  leaft, 
fufficient  for  the  comfortable  fupport  of  themfelves, 
and  of  their  families  too,  if  they  have  any;  and 
even  for  their  exercifing  liberality  to  the  diftrefled, 
and  hofpitality  to  ftrangers.  This  is  not  a  mat¬ 
ter  of  indifference,  or  what  people  may  do,  or  omit, 
as  they  plcafe ;  unlefs  Chrift’s  command  is  of  no 

importance,  and  we  are  at  liberty  to  obey,  or  rc- 
jed:  it,  at  our  pleafure, 
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Among  other  paflages  of  fcripture  which  might 
be  mentioned,  I  fhall  cite  only  one  more  for  the 
proof  of  this  dodrine,  viz.  Gal.  vi.  6.  Let  him 
that  is  taught  in  the  word  communicate  unto  him  that 
teacheth  in  all  good  things.  Here  we  fee  that  the 
apoftle  enjoins  it  upon  every  one  who  hears  the 
word,  to  contribute  for  the  fupport  of  their  teach¬ 
ers.  They  mu  ft  communicate  to  them  in  all  good 
things ;  that  is,  they  muft  give  their  proportion  of 
thofe  temporal  things  with  which  God  has  bleffed 
them,  towards  making  up  the  teacher’s  neceffary 
fupport*  And  that  it  highly  concerns  them  to  do 
this,  we  learn  from  what  the  apoftle  adds  in  the 
next  verfe*  Be  not  deceived ,  God  is  not  mocked;  for 
whatfoever  a  man  foweth%  that  fhall  he  alfo  reap ;  as 
much  as  to  fay,  do  not  flatter  and  delude  yourfelvesfl 
by  imagining  that  you  may  fafely  withhold  from 
your  teacher  a  due  proportion  of  your  fubftance^ 
for  though  you  may  deceive  yourfelves,  and,  by 
plauflble  pretences,  excufe  to  your  fellow-creatures 
this  negled,  yet,  you  cannot  deceive  God  by  any 
falfe  pleas,  nor  will  he  fuffer  any  to  mock,  or  at¬ 
tempt  to  impofe  upon  him,  with  impunity.  As 
you  deal  with  his  minifler,  fo  he  will  deal  with 
you— what  you  fow,  you  fhall  reap — your  recom- 
penfe  fhall  be  according  to  your  deeds* 

Thus  I  think  it  appears  from  the  writings  both 
of  the  Old  and  New  Left  ament,  as  well  as  reafon,  that 
the  miniflers  ol  Chrift  have  a  right  to  a  fufficiejit 
temporal  maintenance  from  thofe  among  whom 
they  labor  in  the  gofpel,  and,  therefore,  that  it  isf 
Vojl.  II.  D 
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the  indifpenlible  duty  qfPthe  people,  if  they  are  a<* 
ble,  fo  to  maintain  them. 

But  notwithftanding  the  fcriptures  afford  m 
fuch  clear  proof  of  this  duty,  there  are  fome  who 
quote  fcripture  againft  it.  I  muff  folicit  your  pa¬ 
tience  while  X  examine  a  few  of  their  moft  weighty 
obje&ions.  The  words  of  our  Lord  in  Matt.  x.  8. 
are  often  urged  in  favor  of  a  free  gofpel.  Freely 
ye  have  received ,  fays  he  to  his  difciples,  when  he 
commiffioned  them  to  preach,  freely  give>  by  which 
the  objedtor  fuppofes  is  meant,  that,  as  they  receiv¬ 
ed  freely  the  gifts  of  the  fpir.it,  by  which  they  were 
enabled  to  preach,  therefore  they  muff  freely  give  • 
that  is,  preach  without  any  reward.  But  any  un¬ 
prejudiced  perfons  may  fee,  if  they  look  into  the 
context,  that  this  is  not  the  fenfe  of  thefe  words. 
For, 

iff.  It  is  plain  that  our  Saviour  is  fpeaking  of 
the  miraculous  gifts  of  the  fpirit.  Thefe  are  men¬ 
tioned  in  the  former  part  of  this  very  verfe.  Heal 
the  ficky  fays  he,  cleanfe  the  lepers raife  the  dead ,  cajl 
out  devils ,  and  then  adds,  freely  ye  have  received, 
freely  give.  Thefe  we  fee  were  miraculous  gifts, 
and  they  were,  indeed,  bellowed  freely  on  the  apof- 
tles,  that  is,  they  had  them  without  any  coft  or 
pains ;  but  as  minifters  now  have  not  thofe  gifts, 
thefe  words  are  not  applicable  to  them. 

• 

2.  Xfwelhould  grant  that  our  Saviour  has  a 
reference  to  their  preaching,  neither  then  do  the 
words  apply,  in  the  fenfe  of  the  obje&or,  to  mini- 
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fters  at  this  day ;  for  at  that  time,  the  apoftles  had 
an  uncommon  infpiration  and  affiftance  of  the 
fpirit  to  aftift  them  in  preaching.  Both  the  mat¬ 
ter  and  manner  of  their  difeourfes  were  often  im¬ 
mediately  fuggefled  to  them,  fo  that  they  /poke  as 
the Jptrit  gave  them  utterance,  and,  therefore,  needed 
not  to  think  before  hand  what  they  fhould  fpeak. 
But  now  thefe  extraordinary  influences  of  the  fpi¬ 
rit  having  ceafed,  minifters  are  obliged  to  fpend 
many  years  in  ftudy,  before  they  can  be  fuitably 
qualified  to  preach,  and,  therefore,  cannot  be  faid 
to  receive  freely,  that  is,  without  charges,  and,  con- 
fequently,it  is  not  to  be  expected,  that  they  ihould 
bellow  their  labors  in  the  gofpel  freely,  or  for  no¬ 
thing,  whatever  the  apoftles,  under  infpiration, 
might  be  able  to  do,, 

i 

3*  It  is  evident  from  the  10  th  verfe  of  this  fame 
chapter,  that  onr  Saviour  encouraged  his  difciples 
to  go  forth  and  preach*  by  alluring  them,  that  they 
ihould  be  maintained.  For  the  workman,  lays  he,  is 
worthy  of  his  meat,  or  as  it  is  in  the  parallel  place,  of 
his  hire.  And* accordingly,  he  tells  them  to  make 
no  provifion  for  themfelves,  to  take  no. money,  nor 
iWo  coats,  nor  Jhoes  •  but  to  depend,  on  receiving 
what  was  neceffary  from  thofe  among  whom  they 
Ihould  labor.  I  therefore  add, 

4*  rhat  if  the  words  freely  give,  be  reftrifted  to 
preaching,  they  can  mean  nothing  different  from 
what  the  apofUe  Peter  fays,  1  Pet.  v.  2.  Feed  the 
the  flock  oj  God  which  is  among  you,  taking  the  over ~ 
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fight  thereof. \  not  by  conftraint >  but  willingly ;  not  for 
filthy  lucre  y  but  of  a  ready  mind ;  that  is,  minifters 
fnould  perform  the  duties  of  their  office,  not  be- 
caufe  they  are  compelled  to  it,  but freely  or  of  choice , 
having  pleafure  in  the  work— not  merely  or  chief¬ 
ly  for  the  fake  of  a  living,  or  any  temporal  gain, 
but  from  a  regard  to  the  honor  of  God  and  the  beft 
good  of  mankind;  but  in  this  fenfe  it  does  not  at 
all  favor  the  objedtor. 

Again,  feme  feem  to  fuppofe  that  our  Saviour 
meant  to  difapprove  of  fuch  minifters  as  received 
pay  for  their  labors,  where  he  fpeaks  of  hirelings , 
in  the  xth  chapter  of  John.  But  it  is  evident  that 
our  Saviour  does  not  call  thofe  perfons  hirelings, 
becaufe  they  received  hire,  or  a  reward,  but  be- 
caufe  they  utterly  difregarded  the  Jheepy  and  aimed 
at  nothing  but  the  fleece.  Obferve  his  words — * 
But  he  that  is  an  hireling  and  not  the  jhepherdy  whofe 
own  the  fheep  are  noty  feeth  the  zvolf  coming  and  leav^ 
eth  the  fheep  and  fieeth .  "The  hireling  fieeth  becaufe  he 
is  an  hireling  and  careth  not  for  the  floeep.  This  fu  re¬ 
ly  is  not  applicable  to  thofe  who  do  lincerely  re¬ 
gard  the  honor  of  God,  and  the  happinefs  of  thei? 
flock,  and  defire  a  maintenance  only  that  they  may 
be  enabled  to  promote  thofe  excellent  ends  to  the 
beft  advantage. 

Again,  it  is  objected  by  fome  that  the  apoftle 
Paul  refufed  to  receive  any  maintenance  for  preach¬ 
ing,  and,  therefore,  other  minifters  ought  to  follow 
his  example.  To  this  purpofe  is  brought  his  de- 
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claration  in  Adis  xx.  33,  34.  I  have  coveted  no  man's 
Jilver,  or  gold,  or  apparel,  yea, you  your/elves  know,  that 
thefe  hands  have  miniftered  to  my  necejfities,  and  to 
them  that  were  with  me.  And  1  Cor.  ix.  12.  We 
have  not  ufed  this  power,  that  is,  of  demanding  a 
recompence  for  our  preaching. 

As  to  the  former  of  thefe  texts,  it  is  no  doubt 
true,  that  the  apoftle  did  not  covet  or  inordinately 
delire  any  man’s  wealth;  but  it  does  not  hence 
follow,  that  he  did  not  ever  delire,  on  good  prin¬ 
ciples,  a  fupply  of  his  neceffities  from  others;  for 
we  find,  that  he  did  actually  require  and  take  wages 
for  preaching  the  gofpel,  of  which  I  lhall  take  notice 
prefently.  But  having  no  certain  fubfiflence,  as 
he  was  travelling  from  one  place  to  another,  he 
was  fometimes  obliged  to  apply  himfelf  to  worldly 
bufinefs,  in  order  to  fupport  himfelf  and  his  com¬ 
panions.  And  this  any  minifter  may  lawfully  do, 
in  fimilar  circumftances,  or  where  the  people, 
through  covetoufnefs,  or  extreme  poverty,  do  not 
afford  him  a  maintenance.  And  in  fome  cafes  a 
minifter,  for  particular  reafons,  may  recede  from 
his  right  of  infilling  upon  a  fupport  from  thofe 
to  whom  he  preaches,  though  they  may  be  able  to 
give  it.  This  is  what  the  apoftle  did,  when  he 
told  the  Corinthians,  that  he  had  not  ufed  this  power, 
that  is,  he  had  not  demanded  of  them  a  mainte¬ 
nance,  which  he  had  a  right  to  do,  as  he  had  been 
{hewing  them  at  large  in  that  chapter ;  but  left  he 
fhould  hinder  the  gofpel  of  Chrift,  or  render  his 
preaching  ineffectual  among  them  he  waved  his 


right,  and  chofe  rather  to  get  a  fupply  from  Mace¬ 
donia.  Of  this  he  tells  them,  2  Cor.  xi.  8,  9.  / 

roobed  other  churches,  taking  wages  of  them  to  do  you. 
Jeroice  ;  and  when  I  was  prefent  with  you,  and  wanted,, 
I  was  chargeable  to  no  man :  for  that  which  was  lack¬ 


ing  to  me,  the  brethren  that  came  from  Macedonia flip- 
flied.  The  reafon  why  the  apoftle  declined  tak¬ 
ing  any  thing  of  the  Corinthians  was,  becaufe  there 
were  at  that  time  among  them  falfe  teachers,  who, 
Reached  without  any  reward,  and  gloried  in  it. 
Had  he  received  wages  of  them,  thofe  falfe  teach¬ 
ers  would  have  made  ufe  of  this  to  his  difadvan- 
tage,  by  perfuading  the  people  that  he  was  felfifb, 
and  pt  cached  merely  for  the  fake  of  worldly  gain. 
He  therefore  prudently  gave  up  his  right,°and 
thereby  flopped  the  mouths  of  thofe  importers  in 
teat  re'hect,  or  as  he  exprefles  it  in  the  words  fol¬ 
lowing  thofe  juft  cited:  But  what  I  do,  that  I  will 
dj,  tacit  I  may  cut  of  occafion  from  them  which  defire 
occafion,  that  wherein  they  glory,  they  may  be  found  even- 
as  we.  1  his  was  the  true  reafon  why  he  ufed  not 
his  power  in  the  ehnrch  of  Corinth ;  but  his  fay¬ 
ing  he  med  not  his  power,  implies  that  he  had  a 
power,  and  might  ufe  it,'*  if  it  were  prudent,  and  fo 
«  e  find,  in  other  caies,  he  did  uie  it,  as  lias  been 
already  obferved.  In  the 

5 tn  and  lafl  place,  it  is  the  duty  of  the  people 
conftantly  and  fervently  to  pray  for  their  miriifters. 

We  find  that  the  apoftle  Paul  frequently  enjoin¬ 
ed  this  upon  thofe  to  whom  he  wrote.  Thus  in 
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Rom,  xv.  30.  Now  1  hefeech  you  brethren  for  the 
Lord  JeJus  Chrijd  s  fake,  and  for  the  love  of  the  fpirit, 
that  you  ft  rive  together  with  me  in  your  prayers  to  God 
for  me .  Ephef.  vi.  1  8,  1 9.  Praying  always  with 
all  prayer  and  application in  ike  fpirit,  and  for  me , 
that  utterance  may  be  given  unto  me,  that  I  may  open  my 
mouth  boldly  y  to  make  known  the  my  fiery  of  the  gofpeh 
And  again,  1  Thef.  v.  25.  Brethren  pray  for  us  ; 
and  2  Thef.  iii,  j.  Finally,  brethren , pray  for  us, 
that  the  word  of  the  Lord  may  have  free  cmrfe  and  be 
glorified .  If  Paul,  and  the  other  infpired  apoftles, 
needed  this  duty  from  their  people,  much  more  do 
minifters  now.  It  is  for  the  intereft  of  the  people* 
as  well  as  for  the  honor  of  God,  for  them  to  bear 
their  minifter  upon  their  minds  at  the  throne  of 
grace,  and  earned  iy  to  pray,  that  God  would  blefs 
them  in  their  perfons,  liudies  and  labors,  and  en¬ 
due  them  with  wifdom  from  above,  to  win  fouls 
to  (Thrift,  that  he  would  make  them  able  minifters 
of  the  New  Left  ament,  workmen  who  need  not  be  afbam- 
ed,  rightly  dividing  the  word  of  truth,  and  thoroughly 
furnifioed  unto  every  good  word  and  work-* — that  he  would 
animate  them  with  zeal  and  refolution  to  reprove 
all  forts  of  vices  and  errors;  and  boldly  to  declare 
the  whole  counfel  of  God,  whether  men  will  hear* 
or  forbear ;  and  that  he  v/ould  fucceed  their  la¬ 
bors  with  a  divine  blefling,  and  make  them  effec¬ 
tual  for  the  convi&ion  and  converfion  of  tinners, 
and  the  comfort  and  edification  of  his  own  peo- 
pcl.  If  they  were  thus  engaged  in  praying  for 
their  minifters,  they  might  hope,  that  God  would 
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make  them  the  inftruments  of  much  good  to  their 
fouls,  and  that  they  would  come  to  them  from 
time  to  time,  in  the  fulnsfs  of  the  blefjing  of  the  gof  » 
p el  of  Chriji. 

x  hus  we  have,  particularly,  illuftrated  the  feveral 
leading  duties  which  are  binding  on  minifters  and 
people  towards  each  other. 

I  fhall  now  conclude  the  whole,  by  briefly  ex¬ 
horting  both  minifters  and  people,  cheerfully  and 
faithfully  to  put  them  in  practice.  This  is  the 
great  end  of  all  our  knowledge.  If  ye  know  thefe 
things ,  fays  Chrift,  happy  are  ye  if  ye  do  them. 

My  reverend  fathers  and  brethren !  we  are  cal¬ 
led  to  the  moft  excellent,  important  and  arduous 
work,  and  above  all  perfons,  ftand  in  need  of  fpe- 
cial  divine  affiftance.  If  we  are  the  true  fervants 
of  Chrift,  we  are  his  ambafladors,  fent  to  publifh 
his  will  to  guilty  creatures,  and  in  his  name,  and 
by  his  authority,  to  befeech  them  to  be  reconciled  to 
God.  What  wifdom  and  prudence,  what  zeal,  in- 
duftry,  watchfulnefs  and  refolution,  are  neceflary, 
to  enable  us  to  difcharge  our  embafly  in  fuch  a 
manner  as  fhall  be  for  the  honor  of  God,  the  good 
of  our  fellow-creatures,  and  the  falvation  of  our 
own  fouls.  In  the  view  of  the  great  difficulty  of 
the  work  of  the  miniftry,  even  the  infpired  apof- 
tle  cries  out — Who  is  fufficient  for  thefe  things! — 
who  is  worthy  to  be  employed  in  fuch  a  weighty 
work — a  work  of  fuch  vaft  importance ;  becaufe 
fo  much  is  depending  upon  it,  even  the  eternal 
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happinefs,  or  the  eternal  mifery  of  immortal  fouls ; 
for  the  word  difpenfed  by  us  will  be  to  thole  who 
hear  it,  either  a  Savor  of  life  unto  life ,  or  of  death 
unto  death. 

The  great  queftion  is,  whether  we  do  honeflly 
endeavor,  according  to  the  belt  of  our  abilities,  to 
difcharge  the  facred  truft  committed  to  us.  Do 
we  fincerely  fludy  to  find  out  the  truth,  and  faith¬ 
fully  publilh  it  to  our  hearers,  without  refped  of 
perfons?  Can  we  fay  with  the  apoftle  Paul,  that 
we  have  not  Jhunned  to  declare  to  them  all  the  counfelof 
God?  If  we  have  done  this  from  a  regard  to  God, 
whatever  may  have  been  our  fuccefs,  we  lhall  in 
no  wife  lofe  our  reward ;  for  we  lhall  be  accepted 
of  God,  and  recompenfed,  not  according  to  our 
fuccefs,  but  according  to  our  faithfulnefs  and  di¬ 
ligence  in  his  work.  Though  Ifrael  be  not  gathered, 
fays  the  Prophet ,  yet  f sail  I  be  glorious  in  the  eyes  of 
the  Lord ,  and  my  God  jbfill  be  my  jlrength. 

Let  us  remember  that  we  are  fet  as  watchmen 
on  the  walls  of  the  fpiritual  Jerufalem,  and  mull 
give  the  people  warning  of  the  leaft  approaching 
danger.  If  we  fee  any  clafs  of  men  offend  God° 
and  live  in  the  breach  of  his  holy  laws,  we  mult 
not  pafs  it  by  unreproved.  If  we  fee  any  hurtful 
errors  prevailing,  we  mud  bear  proper  teftimony 
again  ft  them,  and  vindicate  divine  truths.  In  a 
word,  we  muff,  with  all  earneftnefs,  reprove ,  rebuke 
and  exhort,  in  feafon  and  out  of  feafon,  with  all  long~ 

fu firing  and  dodlrine,  warning  men  to  flee  from  the 
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v/rath  to  come,  and  urging  them  to  bring  forth 
fruit  meet  for  repentance.  To  excite  us  to  this-, 
we  are  awfully  admonifhed,  that  if  they  perifh, 
through  our  unfaithfulnefs  or  negledt,  though  they 
lhall  die  in  their  iniquity,  yet  their  Mood  will  be  re¬ 
quired  at  the  watchman  s  hands .  Let  us,  therefore, 
at  all  times,  depend  upon  Heaven  for  ftrength  to 
perform  the  various  and  difficult  duties  to  which 
we  are  called,  and  watch  for  fouls  as  ihofe  who  mujl 
give  an  account . 

The  particular  application  of  this  fubjed  to  the 
minifter  now  to  be  ordained,  and  to  the  people 
over  whom  he  (hall  be  fet,  does  not  fall  to  my  part 
in  the  fervice  of  this  day ;  and,  therefore,  I  lhall  on¬ 
ly  obferve,  with  reference  to  any  congregations, 
which  are  bleffed  with  faithful  minifters,  that,  if 
they  habitually  and  wilfully  violate  thofe  duties,  of 
which  I  have  been  fpeaking,  towards  their  minif* 
ters,  they  are  exceedingly  guilty  before  God. 

In  riot  loving  and  efteeming,  or,  which  is  the 
fame,  defpifing  their  minifters,  they  defpife  Chrift 
who  fent  them :  in  refufing  to  attend  upon  the 
word  and  ordinances  difpenfed  by  them,  fhey  re¬ 
proach  Chrift  and  his  inftitutions:  in  refenting 
their  admonitions  and  cenfures,  which  are  agreea¬ 
ble  to  fcripture,  they  rebel  againft  the  difcipline 
and  government  of  Chrift  :  in  withholding  a  due 
proportion  of  their  worldly  fubftance  for  the  fup- 
port  of  their  minifters,  they  break  the  exprefs 
commands  of  Chrift — they  abufe  the  talent  with 
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which  they  are  intrufled — are  chargeable  with 
high  ingratitude  to  God  for  fome  of  the  richeft 
bleflings  that  he  ever  bellowed  on  men,  to  wit,  the 
gift  of  minifters,  and  the  tidings  which  they  bring; 
and  do,  as  far  as  their  not  helping  to  promote  the 
caufe  of  God  can  have  influence,  attempt  to  flop 
the  progrefs  of  thegofpel,  and,  of  confequence,  to 
propagate  ignorance,  error,  and  all  kinds  of  vice 
and  immorality.  They  are  alfo,  by  this  conduct, 
chargeable  with  injuftice  to  their  fellow-members 
of  fociety,  and  injuftice  to  the  minifter  who  ferves 
them  in  the  gofpel;  and  no  wonder  if  a  fin  fo  attro- 
cious,  fhould  bring  down  the  judgments  of  Hea¬ 
ven  upon  their  heads.  Hereby  they  provoke  God 
to  leave  them  to  fpiritua!  deadnefs  and  barrennefs, 
and,  like  the  heath,  or  fhrub  in  the  defert,  not  to 
fee  when  good  comes ;  and  not  only  this,  but  of¬ 
ten  times  to  inflict  upon  them  temporal  calamities. 
Ye  are  curfed  with  a  curfe ,  faid  God  to  the  Tews  for 
ye  have  robbed  me  in  tithes  and  in  offerings ,•  that  is, 
they  had  withheld  the  one  tenth  of  the  produce  of 
the  earth  for  the  maintenance  of  thepriefts.  There¬ 
fore,  God  had  a  controverfy  with  them,  and  pu- 
nifhed  them  with  famine  and  fcarcity,  through 
unfeafonable  weather,  or  infeeds,  that  ate  up  the 
fruit  of  the  earth,  and  blafted  or  blew  off  the 
fruit  of  the  vines  and  the  trees,  as  you  may  fee  in 
the  iiid  chapter  of  Malachi.  And  moreover,  this 
is  a  fin,  which,  if  not  repented  of,  mull  and  wilj 
ifiue  in  eternal  deftruction;  for  no  fin  is  more  hei¬ 
nous,  and  more  leverely  threatened  in  feripture. 
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than  making  light  of  Chrift  and  his  gofpel  •  arid 
this  is  done,  as  has  been  (hewn,  when  men  make 
light  of  his  minifters,  and  deny  his  inftitutions. 
That  you  may  avoid  this  fin,  and  the  judgments 
confequent  upon  it,  let  me  befeech  you  to  recoi¬ 
led  and  fincerely  regard  the  inftrudions  which 
have  been  given  you  in  this  difcourfe.  In  doina- 


this  you  will  have  reafon  alfo  to  hope  for  divine 
bleffings,  particularly,  that  God  will  pardon  all 


your  iniquities,  pour  out  his  fpirit  upon  you,  and 
give  you  temporal  profperity.  If  you  love  the 
gofpel,  you  will  love  the  caufe  of  Chrift,  and  en¬ 
deavor,  by  your  prayers,  advice,  example,  and  ef- 
tate,  to  promote  it.  Animated  with  this  difpofi- 
tion,  you  will  join  with  the  church,  and  fay,  Hoiv 
beautiful  are  the  feet  of  them  that  preach  the  gofpel  of 
peace,  and  bring  glad  tidings  of  good  things  ! 
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SERMON  XXIII. 

The  NATURE  and  DESIGN  of  a 
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B  j 

%■  . 

JOSEPH  LA7HR0P,  A.  M. 

Minifter  of  a  Congregational  Church,  Weft-SpringSeld,  Connec¬ 
ticut. 
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the  church  of  God,  zvhich  is  at  Corinth ;  to  them 
who  are  fanfiifed  in  Chriji  Jefus ,  called  to  be  faints, 
with  all  that  in  every  place  call  upon  the  name  of 
Jefus  Chriji  our  Lord,  both  theirs  and  ours . 

rlP  H  A  T  we  may  better  underftand  the  apof- 
tie  s  idea  of  a  church  of  God,  we  muft  bear 
in  mind,  that  the  Corinthians,  before  the  gofpel 
was  preached  among  them,  were  gentiles  carried  a- 
way  unto  dumb  idols,  even  as  they  were  led.  Thofe  of 
them  who  received  the  doctrine  preached  by  the 
apoftlea,  renounced  the  idolatrous  forms  and  places 
of  worfhip,  and  united  together  to  worlhip  God 
through  Jefus  Chrift,  in  the  manner  which  the 
gofpel  prefcribes.  Phefe  are  called  a  church,  which 
in  the  original  language,  properly  fignifies  a  Jeledl 


46 


-*■  ■  Son 


L  A  T  H  R  O  P. 

company,  ox  an  affembly  called  forth  from  the  red: 
of  mankind  for  fomc  particular  purpofe,  more  es¬ 
pecially  for  the  purpofe  of  religious  worlhip.  The 
church  in  Corinth  was  that  number  of  perfons, 
who,  had  come  out  from  among  their  idolatrous 
fellow-citizens  for  the  true  worihip  of  God  in 

Chnih. 

% 

The  apoflle  deferibes  them,  as  fanftified  in  Chrif 
JefuSy  and  called  to  be  faints .  We  cannot  fuppofe, 
that,,  by  this,  defcription,  he  intended  to  reprefent 
allthe  members  of  the  Corinthian  church  to  bzgra- 
ciouSy  godly  perfons :  many  paflages,  in  this  and  his 
fecond  epiflie  to  them,  import  that  he  thought  o- 
therwife;  but  thefephrales  rather  fignify,  that  they 
had  been  called  out  of  the  world,  and  feparated 
from  others,  that  they  might  be  a  peculiar  people 
to  God.  They  were  called  to  be  holy .  The  words, 
fanSifiedy  faint Sy  and  holy}  applied  to  bodies  of  men, 
are  ufually  to  be  taken  in  the  fame  general  fenfe, 
as  chrijlianSy  difcipleSy  and  brethren;  to  exprefs  their 
‘vijible  relation  and  profejfed  character,  rather  than 
a  certain  judgment  concerning  their  habitual  tem¬ 
per.  The  fabbath,  the  temple,  its  utenfils,  and 
the  ground  on  which  it  flood,  are  called  holyy  and 
faid  to  be  fanctifiedy  becaufe  they  were  feparated 
from  a  common  to  a  facred  ufe.  The  nation  of 
the  Jews,  in  which,  at  its  befl  ftatc,  were  great 
numbers  of  ungodly  men,  is  called  holy,  as  being 
feparated  from  other  nations  for  the  fervice  of  the 
true  God.  Moles  lays —  Ye  are  a  holy  people  to  the 
Lordy  a  peculiar  treafurey  a  kingdom  of  griefs .  So  the 
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Chriftian  church  is  called  a  chofen  generation ,  a  roy¬ 
al  priejlbood,  a  holy  nation ,  a  peculiar  people.  The 
word  faints ,  in  many  places  (lands  oppofed,  not  to 
unfound  Chriftians,  but  to  the  heathen  world,  par¬ 
ticularly  in  the  paflages  which  fpeak  ofperfecution 
again  ft  the  faints ,  of  miniftering  to  the  faints ,  and 
of  diftributing  to  the  necdlities  of  th t  faints;  and 
in  that  remarkable  paffage,  which  denominates  the 
children  of  a  believer  holy ,  in  diftinetion  from  the 
children  of  the  unbelieving,  who  are  called  unclean . 

The  apoftle  farther  defences  the  Corinthian 
church,  as  confifting  of  thofe,  who  call  on  the  name 
of  the  Lordjefus  Chrifi ;  who  own  him  to  be  their 
Lord  and  Saviour,  profefs  to  hope  for  falvation 
through  him,  and  worftrip  God  in  his  name. 

He  directs  his  epiftle  to  all ,  who ,  in  every  place > 
call  on  the  name  of  Chrifi  Jefus  the  Lord ,  both  theirs , 
and  ours.  In  this  addrefs,  he  fignifies,  that  there 
is  a  facred  relation  fubfifting  among  all  Chriftians 
in  every  place,  and  that,  as  they  profefs  fubjedtion 
to  one  common  Lord,  fo  they  ought  to  maintain 
communion  one  with  another. 

The  words  of  our  text  will  naturally  lead  u&  to 
eonfider, 

I.  The  nature  of  a  church  of  God, 

II.  The  end  of  its  inftitution. 

III.  The  relation  which  children  bear  to  it. 

IV.  The  qualifications  requifne  for  admifiion  in- 
to  it.  And, 
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V.  Tht  fellowjhip  which  ought  to  fubfift  amour 
its  members.  '  5 

I.  We  are  to  conlider  the  nature  of  a  church  of 
God. 

Its  geneial  nature,  as  a  feledt  company,  called 
forth  from  the  world,  for  the  worfhip  and  fervice 
oi  God,  we  have  already  ftatcd  in  the  opening  of 

our  text,  oome  further  nluffrations,  however,  will 
be  necdfary. 

to  I 

rhe  chinch  1^  fometimes  diftmguifhed  into  the 
invifible ,  and  the  vifible  church.  By  the  invifible 
church,  is  intended  the  whole  number  of  real  faints 
in  all  places  and  ages;  the  whole  family  in  Hea¬ 
ven  and  earth;  thofe  whom  Chrift  will  gather' to¬ 
gether  in  one  body  in  Heaven.  This  is  that 
mount  Sion,  the  city  of  the  living  God,  the 
heavenly  Jerusalem,  which  confifts  of  an  innu¬ 
merable  company  of  angels,  the  fpirits  of  juft  men 
made  perfect,  and  the  general  aftembly  and  church 
of  the  firft-born,  who  are  enrolled  in  Heaven.  By  the 
vifible  church  are  meant,  all  thofe  who  have  been 
vifibly  dedicated  to  God  in  Chrift,  and  have  not, 
by  infidelity,  herefy,  or  fcandal,  cut  themfelves  off 
from  the  fociety  of  Chriftians;  or,  in  the  words  of 
our  apoftle,  all  who ,  in  every  place ,  call  on  the  name 
of  Jef us  Chrift.  our  Lord. 

The  vifible  church  is  again  diftinguifhed  into 
the  catholic  or  general  church,  and  into  local  or  par¬ 
ticular  churches.  The  word  is  often  ufed  to  de¬ 
note  all  the  profeffed  people  of  God  in  all  nations 
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and  ages.  In  this  large  fenfe  it  is  to  be  underftood, 
when  Chrift  is  faid  to  be  made  head  of  the  church, 
and  the  church  is  deferibed  as  fubjedt  to  him. 
The  whole  Jewifh  nation,  which  was  chofen  of 
God  to  be  a  peculiar  people  to  himfelf,  is  called  the 
church .  It  is  faid  of  Mofes — He  was  in  the  church 
in  the  wildernefs . 

W  hen  this  people,  by  their  great  and  increafing 
corruption,  were  ripening  apace  for  deftrudtion, 
God  lent  his  own  Son,  the  promifed  Redeemer,  to 
refeue  from  ruin  his  finking  church,  and  place  it 
on  a  larger  and  furer  eftablifhment.  By  his  teach-, 
ing,  and  the  miniftry  of  his  apoftles,  who  were 
trained  up  under  his  immediate  difeipline,  a  con- 
fiderable  number  of  lubjedts  were  gained  over  to 
his  kingdom,  while  he  was  on  earth.  Juft  before 
his  afeenfion,  he  gave  thefe  apoftles  a  commiftion 
to  go  forth,  and  fpread  his  dodtrine,  and  colledt 
fubjedls  among  all  nations.  His  church,  which 
before  flood  on  the  foundation  of  the  prophets, 
now  itands  on  the  foundation  of  the  apoftles  alfo, 
he  himfelf  being  the  corner  ftone,  in  which  both 
parts  ot  the  foundation  meet  and  are  united.  The 
chuich  was  formerly  limited  to  one  nation,  but 
now  it  is  indiferiminately  extended  to  all.  In  the 
city  of  Jerufalem  there  were  many,  who,  before 
the  defeent  of  the  Holy  Ghoft,  conforted  for  the 
worfhip  of  God  in  Chrift.  To  thefe  were  foon 
added  multitudes,  who  continued  in  the  apoftles' 
doctrine  and  fellowfhip,  and  in  breaking  of  bread, 

*nd  in  prayers.  They  were  called  the  church .  A£, 

VOL.  II.  JT 


ter  the  gofpel  was  fpread  to  fuch  an  extent,  that  k 
was  no  longer  poffible  for  all  the  believers  to  at¬ 
tend  the  worfhip  of  God  in  the  fame  place,  parti¬ 
cular  religious  focieties,  in  divers  places,  were 
formed  for  the  convenience  of  worfhip,  each  of 
which  had  the  name  of  a  church. 

Thefe  focieties  of  Chriflians,  united  in  different 
places  for  mutual  edification  in  the  joint  worfhip 
of  God,  are  what  we  mean  by  particular  churches* 
in  diftineffion  from  the  catholic  or  univerfal  church. 
Thus  the  Chriflians  in  Corinth,  thofe  in  Galatia* 
thofc  in  Ephefus,  thofe  in  Theffalonica,  are  called 
a  church #  But  as  all  thefe  particular  churches  re¬ 
ceived  the  fame  gofpel,  maintained  the  fame  form 
of  worfhip,  and  profeffed  fubjeclion  to  the  fame 
Lord,  fo  they  are  often  confidered  as  one  church. 
Though  we  read  of  many  churches,  yet  thefe  are 
only  fo  many  different  parts  of  the  fame  univerfal 
church — They  are  members  of  the  fame  great  bo¬ 
dy,  apartments  of  the  fame  houfe,  provinces  of  the 
fame  empire.  With  regard  to  their  feveral  jurif- 
dkffions  and  places  of  worfhip,  they  are  diftincl; 

but  yet  one  in  the  main,  as  they  call  on  the  fame 
Jefus,  their  common  Saviour  and  Lord. 

As  there  was  in  the  apoftolic  times,  fo  there  is 
now,  frequent  occafion  for  new  churches  to  be 
formed:  but  from  the  preceding  obfervations  it 
appears,  that,  whenever  a  new  church  is  ereefled, 
careful  regard  fhould  be  had  to  her  communion 
with  other  churches,  as  well  as  to  the  communion 
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of  her  own  members  among  themfelves ;  otherwife 

^  * 

the  body  of  Chrift  is  divided>  and  the  bond  of 
peace  is  broken. 

Among  the  members  of  every  particular  church, 
there  is  always  fuppofed  to  be  a  folemn  covenant 
and  agreement  to  walk  together  in  the  commands 
and  ordinances  of  Chrift,  to  watch  over  one  ano¬ 
ther  in  meeknefs  and  love,  and  to  be  fellow-help¬ 
ers  to  the  kingdom  of  God.  The  church  in  Co¬ 
rinth  is  faid  to  come  together  into  one  place .  The 
church  in  Jerufalern  is  cautioned  not  toforfake  the 
affembling  of  themfelves  together  °  and  required,  to 
exhort  one  another ,  and  to  conjider  one  mother ,  that  they 
may  provoke  to  love  and  to  good  works,  And  Chrifti- 
ans  are  enjoined  to  be  fubjedi  one  to  another. 

The  covenant  between  the  members  of  a  parti¬ 
cular  church,  to  walk  together  in  the  ordinances  of 
Chrift,  is  of  iacred  obligation ;  and  when  any  of 
them  have  occafion  to  remove  to  another  church, 
they  fnould  do  it  in  a  manner  confiftent  with 
Chriftian  order,  peace  and  communion.  When  a 
number  of  Chriftians  unite  in  a  new  church,  ftill 
they  mud.  confider  themfelves  as  members  of  the 
general  body,  and  feck,  not  merely  their  own  pro¬ 
fit,  but  the  profit  of  many. 

II.  The  end  for  which  a  church  was  inftituted. 
and  the  purpefe  for  which  we  are  called  into  it,  is 
what  we  propofed,  in  the  fecond  place,  to  confider. 

Chrift’s  kingdom  is  not  of  this  world.  As  the 
nature,  fc  the  deugn  of  it  is  purely  fpiritua!  j  it  is. 


that  in  the  enjoyment  of  fuitable  means  we  may 
be  trained  up  in  knowledge  and  holinefs;  and  thus 
formed  to  a  meetnefs  for  future  glory. 

It  is  laid,  the  Lord  added  to  the  church  daily fuch  as 
Jhould  he  Javed.  This  is  not  to  be  underflood  as 
importing,  that  all  who  joined  themfelves  to  the 
church  were  finally  faved.  There  were  in  that,  as 
there  are  in  all  ages,  many  who  call  Chrift  their 
Lord,  and  eat  and  drink  in  his  prefence,  but  If  ill  are 
workers  of  iniquity.  But  they  are  called  the  Javed, 
becaufe  they  are  admitted  to  the  offers  and  means 
of  falvation.  In  this  fenfe  alfo  baptifm  is  faid  to 
Jave  us;  not  as  conveying  an  immediate  right  to 
falvation,  but  as  being  the  appointed  way  of  intro¬ 
duction  into  the  vilible  church,  where  the  means 
of  falvation  are  afforded.  In  the  fame  fenfe  we 
are  to  underftand  thofe  paffages,  where  falvation 
is  promifed  to  whole  families  on  the  faith  of  the 
head.  Not  that  his  faith  entities  them  to  eternal 
life,  but  that  it  brings  them  into  the  vilible  church, 
and  to  the  enjoyment  of  the  means  of  falvation. 
Noah,  by  faith,  prepared  an  ark  to  the  Javing  of  his 
houfe ;  the  like  figure  whereunto ,  even  baptifm  doth 

now  Jave  us. 

-  * 

As  without  holinefs,  none  can  be  admitted  into 
God’s  heavenly  kingdom,  Chriji  gave  himfeffor  the 
church ,  that  he  might  fan  b l  if y  and-  cleanje  it  with  the 
walking  of  water  by  the  word ,  that  he  might  prefen  t  it 
to  himfelf  a  glorious  churchy  not  having  fpot  or  wrinkle , 
■or  any  fuch  thing ;  but  that  it  Jhould  be  holy  and  with - 
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mt  blem'Jb.  The  church,  in  our  text,  is  defcribed, 
as  confiding  of  thofe  who  are  called  to  be  holy. 

o  y 

Chrift  has  fet  in  his  church  teachers  for  her  edifi¬ 
cation,  that  we  might  ail  come  in  the  unity  of  faith 
and  knowledge,  to  the  meafitre  of  the  future  of  the  fulnefs 
cf  Cbrifi ;  and  profe fling  the  truth  in  love,  might 
grow  up  into  him  in  all  things. 

Love  is  a  moft  important  branch  of  gofpel-ho- 
linefs.  Chriftians  are  chofen  in  Cbrif ,  that  they 
might  he  holy  and  without  blame  before  him  in  love ; 
and  might  purify  their  fouls  in  obeying  the  truth , 
through  the  fpirit ,  unto  unfeigned  love  cf  the  brethren . 
Chrift  has,  therefore,  appointed  that  his  difciples, 
dwelling  together  in  focial  connection,  and  main¬ 
taining  fellowfhip  in  religious  duties,  fhould  in- 
creafe  and  abound  in  love  one  toward  another,  and 
toward  all  men.  They  are  directed  to  forbeai‘  one 
another  in  love ,  and  keep  the  unity  of  the  fpirit  in  the 
bond  of  peace,  becaufe  there  is  one  body,  or  church,  of 
which  they  are  all  members,  and  one  fpirit,  one  Lord, 
one  faith  and  one  baptifm .  In  order  to  their  enjoy¬ 
ing  the  grace  of  God,  for  their  increafe  and  edifi¬ 
cation,  they  muft,  like  the  parts  of  a  building,  be 
fitly  framed  into  each  other ,  and  be  builded  together  for 
an  habitation  of  God  througlo  the  fpirit  . 

Having  illufirated  the  nature  and  defign  of  a 
church  of  God,  we  will  now  attend  to  the  next 
propofed  inquiry. 

HI.  What  relation  children  bear  to  the  church  ? 

This  will  be  neccfiary,  previoufiy  to  cur  ftating 
the  qualifications  of  adult  profdytes. 


Wit 


f"  *‘rft  thc  aPoftles  wenf  forth  to  preach  the 
goCycl,  and  erect  churches  in  the  world,  mankind 

m general,  were  in  a  date  oibeatbenifm,  oxjudaifm; 
and,  either  had  not  heard  of  the  gofpcl,  or  did  not 
e  leve  it  to  be  divine.  From  among  thefc,  were 
tney  to  make  profelytes  to  Chriftianity. 

What  they  icquired  of  the  profelytes,  whom 
they  admitted  into  the  church  of  God,  was  a  pro- 
rcfled  belief  that  Jefus  was  the  Chrifl,  the  Son  of 
God.  I  his  profeiiion  of  faith  in  Chrift,  necefTa- 
rtly  implied  a  promife  of  obedience  to  him. 

Now  as  the  apo files  admitted  adult  profelytes 
into  the  church  by  baptifm,  fo  there  is  fufficient 
ground  to  believe,  that  they  admitted  to  this  ordi¬ 
nance  the  children  of  profelytes,  in  token  of  God’s 
merciful  regard  to  them,  and  of  their  parents'  ob¬ 
ligation  to  bring  them  up  in  the  nurture  and  admo¬ 
nition  of  the  Lord.  In  this  general  fenfe,  the  bap- 
tifed  offspring  of  believers  are  within  the  church  ; 
having  God’s  covenant-feal  upon  them,  and  being 

under  the  caie  of  thofe  who  have  covenanted  to 
bring  them  up  for  him. 

As  many  as  are  comprehended  within  God’s 
covenant,  and  are  the  lubjetfls  of  its  gracious  pro- 
mifes,  undeniably  belong  to  the  church  :  for  this 
is  founded  on  the  covenant.  That  the  children 
of  profefled  believers  are  within  the  covenant,  is 
evident  irorn  paliages  of  feripuire,  too  numerous 
to  be  here  particularly  recited.  The  promife  to 
Abranarn  was  made  alfo  to  his  infant  feed,  who 
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tvere  to  receive  the  feal  and  token  of  the  promife, 
as  well  a?  he ;  and  as  many  as  received  it  not,  were 
faid  to  have  broken  God's  covenant;  and  thefe 
were  to  be  cut  oft,  or  excluded  from  among  their 
people.  Had  they  not  been  within  the  covenant, 
and  among  the  people  of  God,  their  want  of  the 
feal  could  not  have  been  a  breach  of  the  covenant, 
or  an  exclufion  from  the  people.  Mofes  fays  to 
the  coiigregation  of  Ifrael,  Ye  fland  all  of  you  before 
the  Lord  your  God — all  the  men  of  Ifrael,  your  little 
ones  and  your  wives — that  thou Jhauldft  enter  into  cove¬ 
nant  with  the  Lord  thy  God,  that  he  may  eftablifh  thee 
for  a  people  to  htmfelf,  as  he  hath  fworn  to  Abraham . 
Exprefs  promifcs  are  made  to  children,  as  the  feed 
of  thofe  who  are  in  covenant;  particularly  the  pro- 
mife  of  God's  word,  and  of  his  fpirit.  God  efla- 
llifloed  a  teftimony  in  Jacob,  which  he  commanded  the 
fathers,  that  they  fhould  make  it  known  to  their  children, 
that  the  generation  to  come  might  alfo  know  ii.  Cir- 
cumcifwn  has  much  the  advantage  every  way,  chiefly 
bccaufe  to  them  are  committed  the  oracles  of  God.  Io 
Jacob  hisfervant,  and  to  Ifrael  his  chofen,  God  pro- 
mi  fes,  I  will  pour  my  fpirit  on  thy  feed,  and  my  bl ef¬ 
fing  on  thine  offspring,  and  they  fhall fpring  up  as  among 
the grafs,  and  as  willows  by  the  water-courfes.  This 
is  God’s  covenant  with  them  who  turn  from  tranlk 
grehion  in  Jacob,  My  fpirit  which  is  upon  thee,  and 
my  words  which  I  have  put  in  thy  mouth,  fhall  not  de¬ 
part  out  of  thy  mouth ,  norout  of  the  mouth  of  thy  feed . 
Infants  are  called  the  children  of  the  church ;  and 
the  gentiles  are  described  in  prophecy,  as  coming 

a  * 
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to  the  church  with  their  children  in  their  arms* 
Aii  thefe  gather  themf elves  together  and  come  to  thee  / 
to  Zion ,  God  s  church,  they  Jh  all  bring  thy  Jons  in  their 
as  i as y  and  thy  daughters  floall  be  carried  on  their Jhoul- 
dtrs.  Fhe  children  of  thofe  who  are  in  covenant, 
are  diftinguifhed  from  others  as  God’s  children* 
bom  unto  him.  God  fays  to  his  ancient  church* 
I  entered  into  covenant  with  theey  and  thou  becamejt 
mine  but  thou  haft  taken  thy  Jons  and  thy  daughters , 
woich  thou  hajl  born  unto  mey  and  haft  facrificed  them : 
thou  hajl.  jlain  my  children a  It  is  foretold,  that 

in  the  time  of  the  church’s  profperity,  the  people 
Jhall  not  labor  in  vain,  nor  bring  forth  for  trouble * 
jor  they  are  the  feed  of  the  bleffed  of  the  Lord,  and  their 
offspring  with  them .  The  Redeemer  is  deferibed 
by  Ifaiah,  as  one  who  floall  feed  his  flock  like  a  Jhep - 
herd,  and  Jhall  gather  the  lambs  with  his  arms y  and 
carry  them  in  his  bofom .  When  he  appeared  on 
earth,  he  commanded  that  children  fhould  be 
brought  to  him :  thofe  who  were  brought,  he 
took  into  his  arms,  and  bleffed,  declaring  them 
lubjects  to  his  kingdom.  But  in  what  fenfe 
are  they  fuch,  if  they  belong  not  to  his  church* 
but  to  the  kingdom  of  Satan  ?  When  Chrift  infti- 
tuted  the  ordinance  of  baptifm,  he  pointed  out 
the  fuhjedts  of  it  in  fuch  general  terms,  as  might 
naturally  be  fuppofed  to  include  children ;  and  his 
apoftles,  who  knew  how  he  had  ever  treated  chil¬ 
dren,  who  had  heard  his  directions  concerning 
them,  and  who  could  not  be  ignorant,  that,  under 
former  difpenfations  of  the  covenant,  children  were 


L  A  T  H  R  O  P.  5 

comprehended  with  their  parents,  muft  underftand 
them  to  be  included  in  this  inftrudion,  difciple  all 
nations ,  baptizing  them.  Accordingly,  in  the  firft 
inllance  or  their  adminiftering  baptifm,  after  this 
commiffion,  they  placed  the  reafon  of  it,  and  the 
right  to  it,  on  a  bafis  which  alike  fupports  the  bap- 
tiim  of  believers,  and  of  their  children.  Repent 
and  be  baptized  for  the  remijfion  of  fins,  and  ye  fhall  re~ 
eerue  the  gift  of  the  Holy  Ghof,for  the  promife  is  to  you. 
and  to  your  children.  They  confidered  the  children 
of  believers  as  holy,  in  diftindlion  from  the  chil¬ 
dren  of  unbelievei  s.  And  it  appears  to  have  been 
their  practice,  when  they  baptized  a  believinp* 
houfeholder,  to  baptize  alfo  his  houfehold— thofe 
who  were  his ,  and  under  his  government.  And  it 
is  obfervable,  that  among  all  the  inftances  of  bap¬ 
tifm,  mentioned  in  the  New  Ta  (lament,  we  find 
not  one  baptized  at  adult  age,  who  appears  to  have 
been  born  of  Chriftian  parents;  but  they  were  all 
profelytes  from  judaifm,  or  from  heathenifm. 

Our  Englifti  word  church,  fignifies  the  houfe, 
or  family  of  the  Lord.  It  is  a  well-chofen  word  ; 
lor  the  church  is  often  called  a  family  or  houfehold . 
But  who  needs  to  be  told,  that  children  are  mem- 
be!s  or  the  family  in  which  they  are  born?  It  is  of¬ 
ten  called  a  city,  a  nation ,  a  people.  But  who  ever 
imagined  that  thefe  terms  excluded  children  ?  If 
a  city  is  incorporated,  are  not  children  members  of 
the  corporation,  as  well  as  their  parents  ?  If  a  pri¬ 
vilege  is  granted  to  a  people,  do  not  children  be- 
Vql,  II.  g 
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come  intitlcd  to  it?  If  a  form  of  government  is  fet¬ 
tled  in  a  nation,  do  not  children  come  under  the 
form. 

You  will  alk,  how  can  children  be  brought 
within  the  church  without  their  own  confent  ? — 
But  as  well  may  you  alk,  how  they  fhould  be  born 
under  the  gofpel ;  or  how  they  fhould  be  created 
rational  beings,  without  their  own  confent?  If  it  is  a 
privilege  to  enjoy  the  example,  inflrudion  and 
prayers  of  good  men,  and  to  be  placed  under  the 
care  of  thofe  who  are  folemnly  bound  to  give 
them  a  pious  education,  then  it  is  a  privilege  to  be 
born  within  the  church,  and  to  receive  in  child¬ 
hood  the  feal  of  the  covenant.  And  will  any  com¬ 
plain,  that  God  bellows  on  them  mercies*  before 
they  had  confented  to  take  them. 

Certain  religious  duties  are  incumbent  on  chil¬ 
dren,  as  loon  as  they  arrive  to  a  natural  capacity 
to  perform  them.  But  has  not  God  a  right  to  in¬ 
join  fuch  duties  as  his  wifdom  fees  lit  ?  Mull  he 
confult  his  creatures,  to  know  what  laws  he  may 
make  for  them  ?  Was  not  the  covenant  in  the 
plains  of  Mcab,  made  with  little  ones,  as  well  as 
with  the  men  of  Ifrael  ?  With  thole  who  were  not, 
as  well  as  with  thofe  who  were  then  prefent  ?  Aie 
there  not  moral  obligations  which  refult  from  our 
rational  nature,  and  from  our  place  in  the  crea¬ 
tion,  as  well  as  liom  our  fpecial  covenant-relation 
to  God  ?  Shall  we  conclude  that  all  thefe  obligati¬ 
ons  are  void,  for  want  of  our  previous  confent  ?  To 
contrad  between  man  and  man,  who  Hand  on  the 
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foot  of  equality,  mutual  confent  is  neceffary  :  But 
God  is  a  fovereign.  When  he  promifes  us  certain 
bleffings,  and  enjoins  particular  duties,  as  condi¬ 
tions  of  the  bleffings,  he  takes  us  into  covenant, 
whether  we  had  previoully  confented  or  not. 

Now  if  the  children  of  believers  are  under  the 
covenant,  and  within  the  church  of  God,  they 
ought  to  receive  the  feal  and  token  of  their  relati¬ 
on  to  him;  to  be  taught,  as  foon  as  they  are  able 
to  underftand,  the  nature  of  religion;  and  to  be 
confidered,  when  they  come  forward  in  life,  as  un¬ 
der  the  watch  of  the  church.  They  fhould  be 
nurfed  at  her  fide  ;  and,  when  they  have  compe¬ 
tency  of  knowledge,  fhould  be  invited  to  her  actu¬ 
al  communion.  If  they  behave  in  a  manner  un¬ 
worthy  of  their  relation,  they  fhould  be  treated 
with,  and  exhorted  to  repentance.  If  they  prove 
contumacious  and  incorrigible,  they  are,  after  due 
patience,  to  be  cut  off  from  their  people.  Such 
appears  to  be  the  ftate  of  children. 

IV.  We  proceed  to  enquire,  what  qualifications 
-sre  requifite  for  the  admifiion  of  adults  into  the 
church,  and  for  their  enjoyment  of  all  gofpel  ordi¬ 
nances  ? 

The  queftion  is  twofold  :  Firji ,  What  a  church 
ought  to  require  of  thofe  whom  file  admits  to  her 
communion?  And,  Secondly,  What  qualifications 
a  perfon  mull  find  in  himfelf  to  jufti fy  his  coming 
to  the  communion  ? 


The  firft  queftion  is.  What  a  church  ought  to 
requne  of  thofe  whom  flic  admits  to  her  commu¬ 
nion  ? 

The  anfwer  in  general  is,  She  is  to  require  the 
fame  as  the  apoftles  required. 

Thofe  whom  the  apoftles  admitted  to  fellow- 
fhip  with  tnem  in  breaking  of  bread,  and  in  pray¬ 
er,  being  firft  inftruded  in  the  dodrines  and  evi¬ 
dences  of  Chriftianity,  profeifed  to  believe,  that 
this  was  a  divine  religion. 

The  Jews,  who  were  baptized  on  the  day  of 
pentecoft,  gladly  received  the  word  of  the  gofpel. 
The  eunuch,  who  was  baptized  by  Philip,  declar¬ 
ed  his  belief,  that  Jefus  was  the  Son  of  God.  The 
heart  of  Lydia  was  opened  to  attend  to  the  dodrine 
of  Paul ;  and  fhe  was  judged  faithful  to  the  Lord. 
The  jaylor  is  faid  to  have  believed  in  God.  When 
the  people  of  Samaria  believed  Philip,  preaching 
the  things  concerning  the  kingdom  of  God,  they 
were  baptized,  both  men  and  women. 

The  churches  were  enjoined  to  put  away  from 
among  them,  thofe  wicked  perfons  who  would 
not  be  reclaimed.  We  may,  therefore,  conclude, 
that  fuch  were  not  received  without  a  profeffion  of 
repentance. 

A  Chriflian  church  is,  then,  to  require  of  thofe, 
whom  fhe  admits  to  her  communion,  thefe  three 
things;  a  competent  knowledge  of  the  effential 
dodrines  and  precepts  of  religion;  a  profefied  be- 
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lief  of,  and  fubjection  to  them;  and  a  blamelefs 
converfation;  or,  where  this  had  been  wanting,  a 
profcflion  of  repentance.  Thefe  things  are,  in  the 
nature  of  the  cafe,  neceflary ;  for  it  is  palpably  ab- 
furd  for  a  man  to  join  hirnfelfto  a  Chriftian  churchy 
and  attend  upon  its  ordinances,  unlefs  he  under- 
ftands  the  nature,  and  believes  the  truth  of  that 
religion  on  which  it  is  founded;  and  has  fuch  a 
fenfe  of  its  importance,  as  to  refolve  that  he  will 
be  governed  by  it.  And  every  perfon  of  compe¬ 
tent  knowledge,  a  good  profeilion,  and  a  corres¬ 
pondent  life,  has  a  right,  in  the  view  of  the  church, 
to  the  enjoyment  of  gofpel  ordinances,  whenever 
he  claims  it. 

Whatever  may  be  the  opinion  of  a  church,  con¬ 
cerning  the  neceffity  of  faving  grace  to  qualify  one, 
in  the  light  of  God,  for  Chriftian  communion,  flic 
cannot  juflly  exclude  the  perfon  we  have  defcrib- 
ed;  becaufe  a  good  profeilion,  and  a  converfation 
agreeable  to  it,  is  all  the  evidence  which  fhe  can 
have  in  his  favor.  She  can  judge  the  heart  only 
by  vifible  fruits.  The  controverfy  concerning  the 
neceflity  of  internal  holinefs,  in  the  prefent  cafe, 
can  have  no  reference  to  the  real  pradtice  of  the 
church,  in  admitting  members;  for  whether  fhe 
judges  this  to  be  a  neceflary  qualification  or  not, 
ftill  fhe  mu  ft  conduct  in  the  fame  manner,  and  ad¬ 
mit  the  fame  perfons.  Namely,  thole,  and  only 
thofe,  who  have  fufficient  knowledge  of  the  gof¬ 
pel,  profefs  a  belief  of,  and  fubjedtion  to  the  gof- 
pel,  and  contradict  not  that  profeilion  by  an  un- 
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godly  converfation.  She  may;  perhaps,  think 
propei  to  require  of  her  members,  a  particular  re¬ 
lation  of  their  Chriftian  experiences.  But  be  this 
relation  ever  fo  full,  ftill  it  is  but  the  evidence  of 
woids-  of  a  good  profeflion.  The  real  lincerity 
ol  the  heart,  after  all,  is  known  only  to  him,  who 
feeth  not  as  man  feeth. 

A  church  has  no  right,  on  mere  jealoufy ,  to  ex¬ 
clude  from  her  communion,  any  one  who  offers 
liimfelf.  She  muft  firft  make  it  appear,  that  he  is, 
by  ignorance,  herefy  or  wickednefs,  difqualified  for 
communion.  It  is  not  incumbent  on  him  to  de¬ 
an  on  fir  ate  his  inward  grace;  but  on  the  church  to 
prove  his  want  of  it.  The  burden  of  proof,  in 
this  cafe,  lies  wholly  on  the  church ;  not  on  the 
claimant.  If  one  claims  privileges,  the  church  is 
not  to  rejedl  him,  in  a  fovereign,  arbitrary  manner, 
of  her  own  will,  without  offering  reafons:  She  is 
either  to  admit  him,  or  (hew  caufe  why  fhe  refufes. 
3r  fhe  fhall  convidt  him  of  any  disqualification, 
ilill  fhe  is  not  to  treat  him  as  an  enemy,  but  admo- 
fiifh  him  as  a  brother;  She  is  not  to  abandon  him 
at  once,  but  labor  for  his  amendment.  To  reject 
Claimants,  in  any  other  way,  than  by  convidtion  on 
fair  and  open  trial,  is  to  fet  up  a  tyranny  in  the 
church,  wdiich  Chrift  has  no  w  here  warranted.  It 
is  to  fubvert  that  liberty  with  which  Chrift  has 
made  us  free.  The  church  ought  to  caution  all 
again  ft  hypocrify  and  diffimulation  in  their  ap¬ 
proaches  to  divine  ordinances,*  but  fhe  is  not  to 
affume  the  judgment  of  men’s  hearts,  rafhly  in- 
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truding  into  things,  which  fhe  has  not  feen,  and 
which  belong  only  to  God. 

.  We  are  to  aim  at  perfection.,  both  as  private 
Chnftians,  and  as  churches.  But  we  are  to  pur- 
iiie  this  aim  in  a  fcriptural  way:  not  by  ufurping. 
God's  prerogative,  or  by  excluding  from  our  cha¬ 
rity  and  fellowfhip,  all  who  hope  humbly  and  fpeak 
modeftly;  all  who  cannot  give  the  higheft  proof 
of  their  godly  fincerity;  but  by  cieanfing  ourf elves 
from  all  filthinefs  of  the  flefh  and  fpirit,  and  by" 
confidering  one  another  to  provoke  unto  love  and 
good  works. 

After  all,  there  will  be  bad,  as  well  as  good,  in 
Chriftian  focieties.  The  kingdom  of  Heaven  is  like  a 
net  cajl  into  the  feay  which  gathered  of  every  kind  - 
mid  when  it  was  fully  they  drew  it  to  jhorey  and  ga¬ 
thered  the  good  into  vejfehy  and  caft  the  bad  away .  So 
floall  it  be  in  the  end  of  the  worlds  then  the  zvieked 
fall  be  fevered  from  among  the  juft. 

Having  fhewn  what  a  church  is  to  require  of 
thofe  whom  die  admits  to  her  communion,  we 
proceed  to  the  fecond  queftion ; 

What  qualifications  a  perfon  muft  find  in  him- 
felf  to  juftify  him  in  entering  into  the  church,  and 
attending  on  all  gofpel  ordinances? 

That  we  may  bring  this,  queliion  within  a  nar¬ 
row  compafs,  and  reduce  it  to  a  fingle  point,  it  will 
be  neceffary  to  remove  fome  things,  which  have 
often  been  blended  with  it,  and  occafioned  much 
condition  in  thinking  and  arguing  upon  it. 


»  if 
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/*  Tile  queftion  is  not,  Whether  every  perfon 
'ed““led  “"*r  thc  e°rPel-  in  ■inly  hu„d  to  aft 
chut”  >  F  ft”  0ldmances  i"  P°me  Chrillian 

.iSrT  aI!  itS  rranChCSj  is  indifpenfibly  in- 
jo  nea  on  all  men.  Chrift  calls  all  men  to  be  his 

diiciples,  to  profefs  themfelves  fuch,and  toaftac- 

Z  'nS  yK  °n  pam  °f  finaI  rcicdl0n  from  his  pre- 
tion  i  n‘an  Can  freC  himfdf  from  his  obiiga- 

q  [  °  aitennt°  thC  Church^  any  ™re  than  he 
cati  nee  himfelf  from  his  obligation  to  prayer,  or 

any  otner  duty.  His  wickednefs  may  be  a  tar  in 
tue  way  of  his  admiffion;  but  it  cannot  be  an  ex- 
cwe  for  his  voluntary  neglect.  It  is  abfurd  to 
fuppofe,  that  one’s  fins  fliould  vacate  his  obliga¬ 
tions  to  obedience.  They  who  apprehend  that 
they  have  no  right  to  the  communion  of  faints, 
ought,  py  no  means,  to  make  themfelves  eafy  in 
this  date.  The  command  ftill  extends  to  them- 
and  their  immediate  concern  fhould  be,  to  repent 

of  that  Imfulnefs,  which  obftruds  their  compliance 
with  it. 


2.  The  queftion  is  not,  Whether  one  ought  to 
come  to  the  communion  in  an  impenitent,  unconvert¬ 
ed  ft  ate ;  for  no  man  is  allowed  to  continue  in  fuch 
a  fate.  I  he  icripture  never  propofes,  oranfwers 
this  queftion.  Whether  a  man  may  attend  on  this, 
or  that  ordinance,  while  he  remains  impenitent  in 
his  tins?  becaufe  it  grants  no  man  permifiion  to 
remain  fo;  but  commands  nil  men,  every  where. 
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to  repent.  It  requires  them  to  perform  every  du¬ 
ty  in  a  pious  and  holy  manner.  It  allows  no  neg- 
led;  of,  or  hypocrify  and  formality  in  duty.  The 
man,  who  calls  himfdf  a  (Inner,  is  not  to  imagine, 
that  the  fame  duties,  or  die  fame  tempers,  are  not 
required  of  him,  as  of  others;  for  all  are  required 
to  be  holy  in  all  manner  of  convcrfation,  and  to  be 
deeply  humble  for  all  the  corruptions  of  their 
heart,  and  errors  of  their  life.  But, 

3.  It  will  be  faid,  though  no  man  ought  to 
remain  in  a  finful  date,  yet  there  are  many  who 
know  themfeives  to  be  in  fuch  a  itate — many  who 
evidently  find,  that  they  have  no  governing  re¬ 
gard  to  God  and  his  commands,  but  are  under  the 
prevailing  love  of  fin  and  the  world  :  Now,  ought 
they,  while  they  perceive  themfeives  to  be  in  this 
ftate,  to  come  into  the  church  and  attend  on  the 
holy  communion  ? 

If  any  afk  this  queftion,  my  anfwer  is,  it  is  & 
queftion  in  which  no  body  is  concerned.  It  can-* 
not  poffibiy  be  a  cafe  of  confcience  with  any  man. 
The  perfon  here  fuppofed  is  one,  who  knows  him¬ 
felf  to  be  an  habitual  finner;  one  who  has  no  go¬ 
verning  regard  to  his  duty ;  but  is  prevailingly 
bent  to  wickednefs;  and^  therefore,  he  cannot  be 
fuppofed  to  have  any  confcientious  folicitude  a- 
bout  his  duty  in  this  matter.  It  is  abfurd  to  im¬ 
agine,  he  fhould  be  felicitous  to  know  and  do  his 
duty  here,  and  yet  have  no  regard  to  it  in  any  thing 

clfe.  If  mother  external  adis  of  duty  he  is  influ- 
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enced  by  unworthy  motives,  the  fame  unworthy 
motives,  and  not  a  regard  to  the  will  of  God, 
"would  influence  him  in  coming  into  the  church* 
The  queftion  is  merely  a  matter  of  fpeculation;  it 
concerns  no  man  s  practice.  One,  who  lives  re— 
gardlefs  of  the  will  of  God  in  general,  is  juft  as  re- 
gardlefs  of  it  in  the  cale  under  consideration.  He 
does  not  wifti  to  be  inftrudled  in  the  matter,  that 
he  may  conform  to  the  divine  will ;  if  he  did,  he 
would  be  as  caieful  to  conform  to  it  in  things 
•which  are  already  plain.  The  fcripture  puts  no 
fuch  cafe,  for  it  is  not  a  fuppofable  cafe,  that  a 
man,  whole  heart  is  fet  in  him  to  do  evil,  ftiould 
have  any  confcientious  fcruples  in  this  point,  or 
any  other.  The  proper  anfwer  to  fuch  an  enquir¬ 
er  will  be,  you  are  in  a  mold  awful  ftate,  under  the 
power  and  guilt  ot  fin.  So  long  as  you  live  in 
fubjedtion  to  the  flelh,  you  cannot  pleafe  God. 
You  are  expofed  to  everlafting  condemnation. 
Repent,  therefore,  of  your  wickednefs,  feek  God’s 

forgivenefs,  and  henceforward  walk  in  all  his  com¬ 
mandments  and  ordinances  blamelefs. 

'  i 

4.  The  only  queftion  which  can  be  a  cafe  of 
confcience,  and  which  it  concerns  us  to  anfwer,  is 
this — What  a  ferious  perfon  ought  to  do,  who  is 
indoubt  concerning  his  fpiritual  ftate? 

He  believes  the  gofpel  to  be  divine>  has  fome 
fenfe  of  its  importance,  and  feels  a  concern  to  ob¬ 
tain  the  lalvation  which  it  brings.  It  is  his  de¬ 
fire  to  know,  and  his  purpofe  to  do,  the  will  of 
God.  But  ftill  he  finds  fo  many  corruptions  in  his 
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iheart,  and  deviations  from  duty  in  his  practice, 
that  he  dares  not  conclude  himfelf  in  a  date  of 
grace.  If  he  has  hopes,  they  are  mingled  with 
painful  fears. — Now  ought  fuch  a  perfon  to  come 
within  the  church,  and  participate  in  all  divine 

ordinances?  Or  is  he  to  delay  till  his  fears  are  dif- 
pelied  ? 

This  is  the  real  date  of  the  queftion ;  and  can 
any  hefitate  what  anfvver  to  give? 

We  have  before  fnewn,  that  the  purpofe  for 
which  men  are  called  into  a  church-date  is  that, 
in  the  enjoyment  of  fuitable  means,  they  may  be 
trained  up  in  knowledge  and  holinefs,  to  a  pre¬ 
paration  for  future  glory.  And  if  we  have  the 
fame  end  in  attending  on  ordinances,  as  God  had 
in  inftituting  them,  it  cannot  be  doubted  but  we 
are  qualified  for  the  enjoyment  of  them.  If  then 
we  can  fay,  our  end  in  coming  to  the  communion 
is,  that  we  may  conform  to  God’s  will,  may  be  in 
the  way  of  his  bleffing,  and  may  be  directed  and 

quickened  in  his  fervice,  we  are  undoubtedly  war- 
ranted  to  approach  it. 


For  a  perfon  to  judge  whether  he  may  come  to 
the  communion,  the  queftion  rather  is,  what  are 
his  prelent  views,  defires  and  purpofes •  than  what 
is  the  haoitual  date  of  his  foul?  The  former  may 
be  known  by  immediate  inward  reflexion:  the 
latter  is  to  be  difcovered  only  by  a  courfe  of  exa¬ 
mination  and  experience. 

Let  us  now  attend  to  the  practice  of  the  apoftles. 


The  Jews,  who  aftembled  at  the  temple  on  the 
day  of  pentecoft,  to  celebrate  that  feftival,  beheld 
with  indignation,  and  treated  with  mockery,  the 
miraculous  gifts  of  the  fpirit,  then  beftowed  on 
the  difciples  of  Jefus,  in  confirmation  of  his  di¬ 
vine  authority.  Peter,  on  this  occafion,  rofe  up, 
and,  in  a  pertinent  difcourfe,  laid  before  them 
fuch  (hiking  evidence  of  Jefus  being  the  promifed 
Meffiah,  that  thoufands  were  convinced  of  their 
great  guilt  in  rejecting  and  crucifying  the  Lord  of 
glory,  and  anxioufly  enquired,  what  they  muft  do? 
Being  told,  that  they  muft  repent  and  be  baptized 
for  the  remiffion  of  fins,  they  gladly  received  the 
word,  and  were  baptized,  and  admitted  to  the 
apoftles*  fellowship-  It  is  the  doftrine  of  this  fame 
Peter,  that  believers  muft  make  their  calling  and 
election  fure,  by  adding  to  their  faith  virtue,  and 
to  virtue  knowledge,  and  every  other  grace.  But 
does  Peter  tell  thefe  new  converts,  that,  becaufe 
they  had  not  had  time  thus  to  prove  the  Sincerity 
of  their  convection,  it  was  not  fafe  to  receive 
baptifm,  and  enter  into  the  church?  Does  he  ad- 
vife  them  to  wait  awhile  till  they  could  manifeft  the 
reality  of  their  repentance  by  its  fruits?  No,  he 
admits  them  to  feliowfhip  immediately;  but  with 
this  important  cau  t  ionjave  yourf elves  from  this  un - 
toward  generation . 


In  the  fame  manner  the  apoflles  conduced  in 
the  baptifm  of  Cornelius,  the  people  oi  Samaria, 
the  Jay  lor*  Lydia*  and  the  Etfaiopcan  Eunuch, 


LATH  R  O  P.  69. 

Had  they  considered  aflu  ranee,  as  a  qualification 
neceffary  to  juftify  perfons  in  coming  into  the 
church,  would  they  not,  on  theie  occafions,  have 
cautioned  their  profelytes  againft  receiving  bap- 
tifm  immediately  ?  Would  they  not  have  advifed 
them  to  a  greater  trial  of  themfelves  than  could 
have  been  made  in  a  few  hours? 

It  cannot  be  pretended,  that  thefe  profelytes  had 
a  certain  knowledge  of  their  own  Sincerity.  Much 
lefs  can  it  be  fuppofed,  that  the  apoftles  knew 
them  to  be  found  converts.  They  knew  men’s 
hearts  no  other  wife,  than  we  may  know  them,  by 
a  view  of  what  appears  in  their  lives.  They  could 
only,  hence,  form  a  rational  judgment,  a  charitable 
prefumption.  The  difciples  at  Jerulalem  beliey- 
cd  not  Paul  to  be  a  difciple,  nor  did  even  the  apof¬ 
tles  venture  to  receive  him  as  fuch,  till  they  had 
evidence  from  the  teftimony  of  Barnabas.  Yea* 
we  find  in  fad,  that  they  admitted  into  the  Chrif- 
tian  church,  many,  who  afterward  appeared  to  be 
ungodly.  Simon,  the  forceier,  is  a  remarkable  in¬ 
stance.  V/e  learn  from  Paul’s  epifiles,  that  in 
moft  of  the  churches  to  which  he  wrote,  there 
were  great  numbers  of  unfound  profdibrs.  The 
apoftles,  therefore,  did  not  know,  that  all,  whom 
they  received  into  the  church,  were  favingly  con*, 
verted  s  for  it  is  manifeft,  that  many  of  them 
were  not  fo.  And  fince  they  received  new  profit 
lytes,  whofe  fincerity  muft,  at  prefent,  be  doubtful 
to  themfelves,  as  well  as  others,  without  the  leaii 
intimation  of  a  neceffity  of  delaying  for  the  remov- 
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*!  °f  dr0ubts*  wc  with  great  fafety,  conclude, 
that  a  ferious  perfon,  who  believes  the  gofpel,  and 

defines  to  be  found  in  the  way  of  duty,  and  of  the 
divine  bleffing,  though  (fill  in  doubtconcerningthe 
gracious  fincerity  of  his  heart,  has  a  right  to  come 
to  the  communion  of  the  church. 

t  And  indeed,  if  Chriftians  were  to  delay,  till  all 
Eheir  doubts  were  removed,  I  am  afraid  few  would 
come  to  it  at  all.  And  perhaps  thefe  few  would 
not  be  of  the  better  fort.  While  the  felf-confident 
hypocrite  drew  near,  the  meek,  the  modeft,  the 
humble,  would  ftand  afar  off. 

The  members  of  the  church  in  Corinth,  as  we 
learn  trom  Paul  s  firft  letter  to  them,  ran  into  mod; 
fcandaious  diforders  in  their  attendance  on  the 
Lord’s  fupper.  They  behaved  in  Rich  a  riotous 
manner,  as  made  it  evident  that  they  difcerned 
hol  the  Lora  s  body  ;  diftinguifhed  not  this  ordi¬ 
nance  from  a  common  meal,  or  even  from  a  Pa¬ 
gan  fe  (rival.  One  took  before  other  his  own  fup¬ 
per;  and  one  was  hungry,  having  eaten  nothing 
before  he  came  to  it;  and  another  was  drunken, 
having  indulged  to  excefs  there;  and  the  poorer 
members  were  defpifed.  This  unworthy  partak- 
wg  tne  apoftie  rebukes  in  tire  fevereft  terms ;  and 
warns  them,  that  they  were  eating  and  drinking 
judgment  to  themfelves,  of  which  they  had  met 
lancholy  proof  in  the  ficknefs  and  mortality  which 
had  been  fent  among  them. 
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But  what  advice  does  he  give  them  in  the  cafe? 
Does  he  direct  them  to  withdraw  from  the  Lord’s 
table?  No,  he  {hews  them  the  danger  of  coming 
in  this  manner,  and  exhorts  them  to  come  better 
prepared  and  difpofed.  Let  a  man  examine  him - 
Jelfy  and  Jo  let  him  eat .  He  does  not  fay,  let  a. 
man  examine  himfelf  and  withdraw  ;  but  let  him 
examine  and  partake  And  when  ye  come  together , 
tarry  for  one  another ;  and  if  any  man  hunger ,  let  him 
eat  at  home ,  that  ye  come  not  together  to  condemnation „ 
This  paftage,  far  from  being  a  juft  ground  of  dif~ 
couragcment,  proves  the  point  which  we  have  fiat- 
ed,  that  fuch  as  have  a  defire  to  comply  with  a  de- 
vine  inftitution,  are  not  to  delay,  on  account  of 
their  humble  doubts  concerning  their  converfiom 
If  the  fear  of  unworthy  partaking  w7ere  a  reafon 
for  not  partaking  at  all,  as  well  might  the  fear  of 
praying,  or  reading  and  hearing  the  word,  in  an 
unworthy  manner,  be  a  reafon  for  omitting  thefe; 
for  it  is  evident  that  the  fcripture  enjoins  the  fame 
temper  of  heart  in  thefe  duties,  as  in  that.  The 
truth  is,  we  are  required  to  attend  on  every  ordi¬ 
nance  with  godly  fincerity ;  and  a  fufpicion  of  our 
infincerity  is  not  an  excufe  for  negled;  but  a  rea¬ 
fon  for  examination,  repentance  and  amendment. 

Some  perhaps  will  fay,  for  fome  have  faid,  we 
have  fenfible  defires  to  approach  to  God  in  all  his 
ordinances;  but  there  may  be  defires  which  are 
not  gracious;  and  we  fear  ours  are  fuch;  we,  there¬ 
fore,  dare  nor  approach,  for  we  think  lefs  guilt  is 
incurred  by  abftinence,  than  by  attendance. 
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But  eonfider,  God  requires  your  attendance; 
and  you  muft  either  attend  or  forbear — comply  of 
refufe :  There  is  no  medium ;  and  certainly  there 
can  oe  no  more  grace  your  fears  >  than  there  may 
be  in  your  defires.  If  your  defires  to  attend  an  or¬ 
dinance  are  not  fpiritual,  neither  can  the  fears, 
wnich  reftrain  you  from  attending,  be  called  fpiri- 
tual :  You  can,  therefore,  be  no  better  accepted  in 
your  neglect,  than  in  your  compliance;  for  you  a6i 

on  no  better  principles  in  the  former,  than  in  the 
latter- 

It  is  vain  to  enquire,  in  what  way  you  {Shall  con¬ 
tract:  leafi:  guilt:  Your  bufinefs  is  not  to  contrive 
how  you  can  fin  at  the  cheapeft  rate: — Your  care 
fiiould  be  not  to  fin  at  alh 

f  '  y  * 

If  you  fay,  you  decline  the  communion  fh  rough 
fear  of  offending  God ;  examine  whether  you  are 
not  deceived.  Are  you  as  confcientious  in  every 
thing  elfe,  as  you  would  feem  to  be  in  this  ?  Are 
you  as  much  afraid  to  offend  God  in  other  mat¬ 
ters,  as  you  pretend  to  be  in  this  ?  If  you  allow 
yourfelves  in  any  fin,  or  in  the  negled  of  any  duty, 
be  affured  it  is  not  the  fear  of  offending  God,  but 
fomething  elfe,  that  hinders  your  approach  to  his 
table.  But  if  you  really  have  fuch  a  fear  running 
through  all  your  conduit,  and  operating  in  all  your 
deliberate  addons,  you  have  a  very  good  evidence 
of  your  right  to  the  holy  communion;  for,  in  all 
ads  of  worfhip,  you  ferve  God  acceptably,  when 
you  ferve  him  with  reverence  and  godly  fear. 
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The  man  found  at  the  marriage- feaft  without  a 
wedding  garment,  fell  under  the  awful  cenfure  of 
the  king,  who  commanded,  that  he  Ihould  be 
bound  and  call  into  utter  darknefs. 

ill  you  fay  then,  it  is  the  fafer  part  not  to 
come  to  the  marriage- feaft  at  all,  left  being  found 
unworthy,  we  ihare  the  fate  of  this  gueft?  Remem¬ 
ber,  they  who  made  light  of  the  king’s  invitation, 
and  refufed  to  come  to  his  fon’s  marriage,  were 
treated  with  no  more  lenity  than  the  unworthy 
gueft.  He  lent  forth  his  armies  and  deftroyed 
them,  and  burnt  up  their  city.  What  then  lhall 
we  conclude  ?  Why,  that  a  wicked  man  is  fafe  no 
where.  He  who  will  not  forfake  iniquity,  is  fecure 
neither  in  the  church,  nor  out  of  it. 

The  crime  of  this  gueft  was,  not  that  he  was 

found  at  th z  feaft :  but  that  he  was  found  unfuilabh 

attired.  The  fame  dirt  and  rags  would  have  been 
orreniive  elfewhere. 


he  fervants  were  ordered  to  go  out  into  the 
aig  ways,  and  call  to  the  marriage  as  many  as  they 
found ;  and  they  accordingly  gathered  together 
both  bad  and  good.  The  man,  you  fee,  was  a  poor 
beggar,  called  into  the  king’s  houfe,  from  out  of 

r‘  C  ^ow  inould  he  obtain  a  wedding-gar¬ 

ment  ;  He  had  none  of  his  own.  He  mull  come 
to  the  king  s  houfe  to  receive  one;  for  there  was 
clean  ramient,  as  well  as  meat  and  drink.  Where 
tnen  a>  ^  is  great  crime  ?  Surely  not  in  com  in  p-  to 

the  King  s  houfe,  for  he  was  bidden  to  come ;  and 
VOL.  II.  | 
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Rich  as  refufed  were  deftroyed;  but  in  fitting  a- 
mong  the  guefts  in  his  ragged  and  defiled  condi¬ 
tion,  and  refining  to  wear  the  pure  raiment  provid¬ 
ed  tor  him.  And  fuch  will  be  the  condemnation 
of  falfe  profeftors  at  the  laft  day;  not  fimply  that 
they  have  come  within  God’s  church,  and  attend¬ 
ed  on  his  ordinances ;  but  that,  while  they  have 
fat  under  the  gofpel-difpenfation,  made  a  good 
profefiion,  and  enjoyed  all  the  means  of  holinefs, 
they  have  continued  in  the  love  and  pradiice  of 
their  fins ;  that  while  they  have  heard  Chrift  teach 
in  their  ftreets,  and  have  eaten  and  drunk  in  his 
prefence,  they  have  been  workers  of  iniquity.  We 
are  not  to  imagine  that  we  may  fafely  work  iniqui¬ 
ty,  if  we  will  only  keep  out  of  the  church.  Such 
will  be  condemned  wherever  they  are  found.  The 
kingdom  of  God  is  come  nigh  to  us;  his  word  and 
ordinances  are  given  to  11s.  We  cannot  place  our- 
feives  in  the  condition  of  heathens,  if  we  would ; 
for  God  has  placed  us  in  a  very  different  condition. 
The  light  has  rifen  upon  us ;  the  word  of  falva- 
tion  is  fent  unto  us.  And  now  what  choice  fhall 
we  make?  If  we  treat  God’s  ordinances  with  ut¬ 
ter  contempt,  we  are  condemned ;  if  we  attend 
upon  them  in  fuch  a  manner  as  to  receive  no  be¬ 
nefit  from  them,  ftill  we  are  condemned.  Our 
only  fafety  then  is,  to  profefs  the  gofpel,  and  obey 
it ;  name  the  name  of  Chrift,  and  depart  from 
iniquity;  this  is  to  come  to  the  marriage- fupper, 
and  put  on  the  wedding-garment. 

Let  us  fear  left  we  receive  the  grace  of  God  in 
vain.  Let  us  beware  left  our  privileges,  inftead 


of  being  the  means  of  our  falvation,  ferve  only  to 
aggravate  our  final  condemnation. 

You  fee  how  the  cafe  Hands.  All  are  required 
to  come  within  God’s  church,  and  attend  on  his 
apoointed  ordinances;  and  none  are  allowed  to  do 
this  in  a  hypocritical  and  ungodly  manner. 

Your  duty  lies  plain  before  you  ;  ftudy  no  eva- 
fions;  God’s  commands  are  exprefs ;  your  obliga¬ 
tion  to  obey  is  indifpenfible.  Attend  on  the  or¬ 
dinance  in  queftion,  and  every  other,  as  you  have 
opportunity;  keep  in  view  the  end  of  their  infti- 
tution,  wrhich  is  the  promotion  of  faith  and  puri¬ 
ty.  Imagine  not  that  ordinances  operate  by  a 
kind  of  charm,  to  do  you  good  without  making 
you  better;  you  will  only  be  accepted  in  hearing 
Chrift  teach,  and  in  eating  in  his  prefence,  when 
you  alfo  depart  from  iniquity.  For  his  kingdom 
is  not  merely  meat  and  drink ,  hit  rigbtecujnejs  and 
peace,  and  joy  in  the  Holy  Ghojl . 


i'S-'-'T.  v-  -:4> 
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SERMON  XXIV 


CHRISTIAN  FELLOWSHIP. 

B  Y 

JOSEPH  LATHROP,  A.  M. 

Minilter  of  a  Congregational  Church,  Welt-Springficld,  Connec¬ 
ticut. 


I  C  O  R  I  N.  i.  1. 


Unto  the  church  of  God,  which  is  at  Corinth;  to  them 
that  arefantlificd  in  Chrift  Jefus,  called  to  he  faints, 
with  all  that  in  every  place  call  on  the  name  of 
Jefus  Chrifl  our  Lord,  both  theirs  and  ours. 

\1\J  E  have  already  confidered  the  nature  of  a 
*  *  Chriftian  church — the  purpofe  of  its  infti- 
tution — the  relation  of  children  to  it — and  the  qua¬ 
lifications  neceffary  to  an  attendance  on  its  ordi¬ 
nances. 

What  now  lies  before  us  is, 

V.  To  explain  that  fellowjhip,  or  communion, 
which  does,  or  ought  to  lubfift  among  profeffing 

Chriftians,  whether  in  the  fame  or  in  divers 
churches. 

To  this  fubjeft,  we  are  led  by  the  lap  claufe  in 
our  text:  Grace  and  peace  to  the  church  of  God  in 


78 


L  A  T  H  R  O  P. 

Oji  inth,  zvnb  all  who ,  in  every  place ,  call  on  the  name 

of  JcJus  Chrijl  our  Lord,  both  theirs  and  ours. 

/ 

We  are  here  taught,  that,  as  all  Chriffians,  in 
whatever  place  they  may  dwell,  or  may  worfhip, 
are  difciples  of  the  fame  Lord,  and  call  on  God 
in  the  name  of  tne  fame  Mediator,  fo  there  is  an 
important  relation,  and  ought  to  be  a  facred  fel- 
lowfhip  among  them. 

'  ft' 

For  the  illuftration  of  this  matter,  I  would  ob- 
ferve, 

i.  There  is  a  virtual  fel lowfhip  or  communion 
among  all  true  faints,  whether  near  or  remote  ; 
whether  known  or  unknown  to  each  other.  They 
are  all  engaged  in  the  fame  defign,  united  in  the 
fame  intereft,  and  partakers  of  many  of  the  fame 
things. 

This  is  the  fenfe  in  which  the  word  is  moft  fre¬ 
quently  ufed  in  fcripture ;  and  this  is  analogous 
to  the  fenfe  which  it  ordinarily  bears  in  common 
life.  Particularly, 

Real  faints  have  fellowjbip  in  the  go/pel .  They 
have  received  one  and  the  fame  rule  of  faith  and 
practice.  Though  they  may  differ  in  their  opini¬ 
ons  concerning  feme  particular  things  contained 
in  the  gofpel,  yet  their  fentiments  in  the  effential 
doctrines  and  precepts  of  it,  are  the  fame. 

They  have  received  one  common  faith — like  pre¬ 
cious  faith.  Though  their  faith  may  differ  in  its 
extent  and  degree,  yet,  in  its  object,  nature  and 
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influence,  it  is  one  and  the  fame.  The  object  of 
it  is  divine  truth;  the  nature  of  it  is  receiving  the 
love  of  the  truth;  the  influence  of  it  is  purifying 
the  heart. 

They  are  all  formed  to  the  fame  holy  temper. 
They  are  renewed  after  the  image  of  God — are 
joint  partakers  of  a  divine  nature.  There  may  be 
great  variety  in  the  time,  manner  and  circumflan- 
ces  of  their  renovation,  and  in  the  ftrength  and  de¬ 
gree  of  the  Chriftian  temper;  but  holinefs,  in  its 
general  nature,  is  the  fame  in  all.  It  is  a  conform¬ 
ity  to  God’s  moral  character. 

They  are  all  partakers  of  the  fame  divine  fpirit. 
There  are  diverfities  of  gifts  and  operations;  but 
it  is  the  fame  fpirit  that  workethall  in  all.  Hence 
the  apoftle  fpeaks  of  the •  fellowship  of  the  fpirit ,  and 
the  communion  of  the  Holy  Ghoft. 

They  are  engaged  in  the  fame  good  work — in  the 
fame  great  defign.  They  are  working  out  their  fal- 
vation,  and  promoting,  in  their  refpedive  places, 
the  intereft  of  Chrift’s  kingdom.  They  are  fellow- 
laborers  in  the  fame  fervice,  the  fervice  of  God  and 
their  own  fouls.  They  are  fellow-workers  in  the 
fame  holy  calling.  They  arc  fel low-fold iers  in  the 
fame  fpiritual  warfare;  fighting  againft  the  fame 
enemies,  fin,  fatan.  and  the  world;  applying  the 
fame  armour,  the  Afield  of  faith,  the  helmet  of 
hope,  the  breaft-plate  of  righteoufnefs,  and  the 
fword  of  the  fpirit;  and  they  ad  under  the  fame 
leader,  Jefus  the  captain  of  their  falvation. 
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They  have  one  common  intereft.  Thev  have  a 
joint  intereft  in  the  blefled  God;  for  there  is  one 
God  and  father  of  all,  who  is  above  all,  through 
all,  and  in  them  all.  They  bear  the  fame  relation 
to  Jefus  Chriftj  for  there  is  one  Lord  and  Saviour 
by  whom  are  all  things,  and  they  by  him.  There 
is  one  common  falvation,  in  which  they  all  are 
lharers.  They  are  ail  juftified  by  the  fame  a- 
tonement,  wafned  in  the  fame  blood,  fanciified  by 
tne  fame  grace,  and  laved  by  the  fame  interceftion. 
They  have  an  inte reft  in  the  fame  promifes,  and  a 
title  to  the  fame  inheritance.  They  are  called  in 
the  lame  hope,  and  are  joint-heirs  of  the  fame 
glory.  They  are  fellow-citizens  with  the  faints, 
and  of  the  houfeheld  of  God. 

In  thcle  refpeds,  there  is  a  fellowfhip  among  all 
fincere  Chrmians.  In  many  of  thele  things,  faints 
on  earth  have  communion  with  thofe  in  Heaven. 

One  cannot  but  remark  here,  how  diverfe  this 
fellowfliip  is,  from  that  which  feme  boaft  of;  amu- 
tual fynipathy ,  Gr fellow-feeling,  between  fincere  Chrif- 
iianS)  by  which  one  immediately  perceives  the  grace,  and 
Knows  ioe  char  after  of  another .  The  icnpture  never 
ines  the  word  fellow/hip  in  this  fenfe,  nor  does  it 
fpeak  or  any  fucli  thing  in  other  terms.  It  is  cer¬ 
tain,  that  the  apo  flies  and  fir  ft  Chriflians  were  not 
acquainted  with  Inch  a  fympathetic  intercourfe  of 
fpirits.  If  they  were,  why  did  not  the  eleven  dif- 
ciplcs  diicern,  that  Judas  was  a  hypocrite?  Why 
did  not  the  Chriflians  of  Jerusalem  believe  Paul  to 
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be  a  difciple?  Why  did  not  they  feel  his  graces, 
when,  after  his  converfion,  he  ellayed  to  join  him- 
felftothem?  Why  could  not  the  apoltles  rhern- 
felves  be  fatisfied  of  his  converhon,  without  the 
teltimony  of  Barnabas  ?  Whatoccafion  was  there, 
that  Chriflians  fliould  carry  with  them  letters  of 
commendation,  as  we  find  they  did,  when  they  tra¬ 
velled  to  places  where  they  had  not  been  known. 

As  the  gofpel  knows  no  fuch  correfpondence  of 
heart  between  Chriflians;  and  never  once  ufes  the 
word  fellowlhip,  or  communion,  in  any  fuch  fenfe, 
it  is  a  perverfion  of  feripture,  as  well  as  reafon,  to 
pretend  to  fuch  a  thing  now,  and  call  it  by  a  ferip¬ 
ture  name.  I  proceed  to  obferve, 

2.  Befidgs  the  virtual  communion,  before  de¬ 
ferred,  among  fincere  Chriflians,  there  is  an  aclu- 
al  communion  among  thofe  who  are  known  to, 
and  have  intercourfe  with,  one  another.  This 
confifts  in  mutual  regards  and  good  offices. 

The  good  Chriftian  extends  his  benevolence  to 
all,  to  ft  rangers,  heathens  and  enemies  ;  and,  from 
this  principle,  fhews  kindnefs  to  all,  as  far  as  their 
occafions  require,  and  his  circumilances  permit. 
But  foi  them  who  appear  to  him  in  the  character 
of  taints,  he  has  a  love,  not  only  oi  benevolence, 
but  alio  ot  efteem  and  approbation.  He  wi fries 
\veil  to  all,  w  hether  good  or  bad  •  but  lie  values 
men  chiefly  according  to  their  virtuous  converfa- 
tion.  While  he  is  aifpofed  to  do  good  to  all,  lie 
reckons  himfelf  under  fome  fuperior  obligations  to 
Vol.  II,  K  * 
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thofe  who  are  of  the  houfehold  of  faith.  He  de¬ 
lights  in  the  faints  as  the  excellent  of  the  earth, 
and  is  the  companion  of  them  who  fear  God.  He 
loves  the  brethren,  and  fuch  he  efteems  all  Chrif- 
tians,  whether  they  belong  to  the  fame  fociety 
with  him,  or  to  another.  He  confines  not  his  re¬ 
gard  to  thofe  of  his  own  fed,  or  his  own  particular 
community;  but,  like  the  apoftles,  extends  it  to 
all  who,  in  every  place,  call  on  the  name  of  Jefus 
Chrift,  their  Lord,  as  well  as  bis ,  and  the  common 
Saviour  of  them  who  believe. 

In  order  to  the  exercife  of  true  Chriftian  love, 
it  is  not  neceffary  to  know  the  fincerity  of  men’s 
hearts.  It  is  enough  that,  by  their  profellion  and 
converfation,  they  appear  to  us  in  the  charader  of 
Chriftian  brethren;  and  by  their  wolks  give  us 
reafonable  ground  to  think  they  have  faith.  We 
may,  in  a  proper  fenfe,  have  this  actual  fellowfhip, 
with  one  who  is  not  a  fincere  Chriftian;  and  may 
not  have  it  with  one  who  is  fuch.  .  So  long  as  Ju¬ 
das  appeared  in  the  charader  of  a  difciple,  his 
brethren  had  fellowfhip  with  him ;  they  elteemed 
him,  placed  confidence  in  him,  and  even  thought 
him  better  than  themfelves.  But  with  Paul,  the 
difciples  at  Jerufalem  had  not  this  actual  fellow¬ 
fhip;  they  confided  not  in  him,  nor  believed  him 
to  be  a  difciple,  till  he  produced  fome  proper  evi¬ 
dence  of  a  change  in  his  fentiments  and  pradice. 

3.  There  is  alfo  a Jpecial  communion,  which 
does,  or  ought  to  take  place  among  thofe  Chrifti- 
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&ns,  who  are  united  in  the  fame  particular  church, 
or  religious  focicty. 

As  they  have  explicitly  covenanted  together  for 
focial  worfhip  and  common  edification,  fo  they  are 
under  peculiar  obligations  to  each  other,  unitedly 
to  purfue  this  important  purpofe. 

This  fpccial  communion  principally  confifis  in  a 
joint  attendance  on  the  ordinances  of  Chrift* 


It  is  faid  of  thofe  who  received  the  word  preach¬ 
ed  by  Peter,  on  the  day  of  pentecoft,  that  they  con. - 


timed  ftedfaft  in  the  apojlles  dodtrine  and  fellow/hip , 
and  in  breaking  of  bread  and  in  prayers . — T hey  zvere 
together ,  and  continued  daily  with  one  accord  in  the 
temple  * praijing  God .  The  apofile  to  the  Hebrew's 
exhorts  the  profeffors  of  religion,  that  they  confider 
me  another ,  to  provoke  to  love  and  good  works,  not  for- 
faking  the  affembling  of  tbemf elves  together.  St.  Paul 
i peaks  of  the  Conntnian  believers,  as  coming  toge¬ 
ther  in  the  church,  and  into  one  place.  Pic  represents 
the  zvhole  church  as  coming  together  in  one  t)lace ,  for 
breaking  of  bread,  for  focial  prayer,  and  for  at¬ 
tendance  on  the  preaching  of  the  word.  Thefe 


expreffions  teach  us,  that  the  members  of  a  parti 
cuiai  church  ought  to  walk  together  in  the  ordi 
nances,  and  unitedly  to  attend  on  the  f  ated  wor 
ihip  of  God,  as  they  are  able,  without  unneceflar 
neglect.  And,  indeed,  it  is  included  in  the  ver 
idea  of  apaiticular  church,  that  they  worfhip  Go 
together,  at  the  fame  time,  and  in  the  fame  place 
*1 hc  aPoftlc  direfts  the  Corinthians,  when  they  com 
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together ,  to  tarry  for  one  another ;  for  which  forely 
there  could  be  no  reafon,  if  they  might  difperfe 
here  and  there,  and  fome  worfhip  in  one  place, 
and  fome  in  another,  and  fome  no  where. 

The  acceptabicnefs  of  worfhip,  indeed,  depends 
not  on  the  place  where  it  is  performed.  But  it 
much  depends  on  a  fpirit  of  peace  and  union  a- 
mong  the  worfhippers.  For  this  reafon,  the  church 
is  to  come  together  into  one  place,  that  there  may 
be  no  fchifm,  but  all  her  members  may  with  one 
mind,  and  one  mouth,  glorify  God.  They  muff 
be  builded  together,  that  they  may  become  an  ha¬ 
bitation  of  God  through  the  fpirit ;  muff  be  fitly 

framed  together,  that  they  may  grow  into  an  holy 
temple  in  the  Lord. 

There  may  be  frequent  occafions  for  the  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  fame  church  to  meet  for  focial  worfhip 
in  different  places,  and  even  in  private  houfes, 
Paul,  when  he  abode  in  Ephefus,  preached  and 
taught  both  publicly,  and  from  houfe  to  houfe. 
We  are  not  to  imagine  a  temple,  or  public  houfe, 
fo  peculiarly  facred,  that  divine  worfhip  can  no 
where  elfe  be  ufeful  to  men,  or  pleafing  to  the 
Deity.  The  private  meetings  of  Chriffians,  con- 
du cited  with  a  real  view  to  peace  and  edification, 
are  much  to  be  commended.  But  when  any  of 
the  members  of  a  church  withdraw  from  the  ufual 
place  of  worfhip,  and  affemble  eifewhcre,  either 
with  an  intention  to  caufe  divifion,  or  in  a  manner 
which  tends  to  it,  they  violate  the  order  of  Chrift's 
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houfe,  and  interrupt  the  communion  which  ought 
to  fubiift  in  it.  Though  Paul  taught  from  houfe 
to  houfe,  yet  he  approved  not  thofe  teachers, 
who  crept  into  houfes  to  lead  the  limple  captive, 
and  difturb  Chriftian  fellowlhip.  He  warns  Chrif- 
tians  to  mark  and  avoid  thofe  who  caufe  divilions, 
for  fuch  ferve  not  the  kingdom  of  Chrift,  but  their 
own  private  deligns.  One  great  end  of  fociai 
worlhip  is  peace  and  union;  and  it  ought  always 
to  be  conduced  in  a  manner  which  tends  not  to 
defeat,  but  promote  this  end.  It  is  not  the  facred- 
nefs  of  one  place  rather  than  another,  but  the  com¬ 
mon  edification,  which  obliges  the  whole  church 
to  come  together  m  one  place.  The  members  no 
longer  walk  in  fellowlhip,  than  they  thus  unitedly 
attend  the  facred  orders  of  Chrift 's  houfe. 

Among  divine  ordinances,  the  Lord’s /upper  de- 
ferves  particular  attention;  for  one  main  deugnof 
tnis  was  to  be  a  mean  oi  brotherly  communion. 
Eating  and  drinking  together,  at  the  fame  table, 
is  a  natural  ail  of  fellowlhip.  Doing  this  at  the 
Lord’s  table  is  an  act  of  Chriftian  fellowlhip.  /be 
cup  which  we  Lefts,  and  the  head  which  we  break,  it 
the  communion  of  Chrift’ s  blood,  and  of  his  body:  and 
by  ourjoint  participation  of them,  we  acknowledge 

ourfclves  to  be  one  family,  the  children  of  one  pa¬ 
rent,  the  difciples  of  one  Lord.  ILe  bein g  many 
are  one  body,  and  one  bread,  or  loaf;  for  we  are  all  par „ 
takers  of  that  one  loaf.  This  ordinance  is  a  love, 
fealt,  and  ought  to  be  kept,  not  with  the  leaven  of 
malice  and  wickednefs ,  but  with  the  unleavened  bread 


of  Sincerity  and  truth.  No  trifling  caufes  {hould  di¬ 
vert  or  detain  us  from  it;  and  no  evil  paflions  ac¬ 
company  us  in  it. 

And  here  I  cannot  but  take  notice  of  a  pradice 
too  common  among  the  profelTors  of  religion  •  their 
withdrawing  from  the  Lord’s  table ,  becaufe  a p'articu- 

or  offended  them;  for  which  I 
find  no  foundation  in  the  gofpel.  We  are,  indeed, 
to  withdraw  from  every  brother  who  walks  diforderly. 
But  how?  By  breaking  up  the  communion?  No, 
but  by  'putting  azvay  the  wicked  perfon  from  among 
us;  and  by  purging  out  the  old  leaven ,  that  we  may  be 
a  new  lump .  We  may  think  our  brother  unwor¬ 
thy  of  the  privilege  which  he  afl'umes;  but  {hall 
his  unworthinefs  deprive  us  of  the  privilege  ?  We 
are,  in  proper  feafon,  to  take  the  meafures  preferib- 
ed  in  the  gofpel,  for  his  reformation ;  but,  in  the 
mean  time,  we  are  neither  to  abfent  ourfelves  from 
the  table,  nor  to  forbid  his  attendance;  for  we  can 
ju.tly  t..dud<.  him  only  byconvtdion  in  a  regular 
proccfe.  if  the  cafe  is  fo  circumftanced,  that  fuf- 
ficicnt  evidence  for  his  convidion  cannot  be  pro¬ 
duced,  he  muff  be  left  to  the  judge  of  all  men. 
Whatever  our  opinion  may  be  of  his  guilt,  we  are 
not  to  withdraw  on  account  of  his  attendance. 
Judge  nothing  before  the  time. 

You  will  fay.  Chanty  is  neceffary  in  cur  attendance 
at  Corift  s  tabh  :  but  with  fuch  a  brother ,  how  can  we 
fit  down  in  charily  ?  People  Gften  confound  them- 
idves  in  this  matter,  by  their  partial  notions  of 


charity.  If  by  charity  were  intended  an  opinion 
of  others  as  good  Chriftians,  you  could  not  fie 
down  in  charity  with  thofe  of  whom  you  thought 
otherwife.  But  where  do  you  find  this  deferipti- 
on  of  charity  ?  or  where  is  this  good  opinion  of  all 
your  fellow-communicants  required,  in  order  to 
your  fitting  at  Chrift’s  table?  It  is  the  effeeft,  not 
the  efience  of  charity,  to  hope  all  things.  If  you 
have  a  benevolent,  meek,  forgiving  temper  to¬ 
ward  thofe  whom  you  think  not  to  be  true  Chrif¬ 
tians,  you  can  fit  down  in  charity  with  them;  for 
this  is  the  fcriptural  idea  of  charity.  If  you  re¬ 
member  a  brother  hath  ought  againft  you,  go  and 
be  reconciled  to  him.  If  you  have  ought  againft 
a  brother,  go  and  tell  him  his  fault.  If  he  repent, 
forgive  him ;  if  he  repent  not,  ftill  indulge  no  ran¬ 
cor  not  hatred  in  your  heart.  Thus  fit  down  at 
the  feaft  in  charity,  in  kind  affeftion,  to  your 
brethren  and  to  all  men. 

Perhaps  fome  will  fay,  4  We  withdraw  from  the 
table  when  a  brother  has  injured  us,  becaufe  his 
prefence  awakens  in  us  unfuitable  paffions. 

But  remember,  the  indulgence  of  malevolent 
paffions  is  your  fin ;  and  you  are  not  to  abfent  your- 
lelves  from  communion,  but  todifmifs  them :  and 
io  keep  the  feaft  in  fincerity  and  love.  Malice 
and  ill-will  indulged  in  the  heart  are  wrong,  who¬ 
ever  is  the  object,  whether  a  brother,  or  a  heathen. 
And  on  this  plea,  you  might  as  well  withdraw, 

•v  m  n  the  latter,  as  when  the  former,  had  done  you 

an  injury. 


Comider  aifo,  you  arc  required  to  pray,  and  to' 
hear  the  word,  with  the  fame  chanty,  which  is  re¬ 
quired  in  the  lupper.  IVhen  you  ft  and  prayings  you 
are  to  forgive  >  if  you  have  ought  a  gain f  any  man*  And 
>ou  «ii e  to  lay  apart  all  guile ,  malice  and  envy;  and 
thus  to  define  the fincere  milk  of  the  word ;  fe echoing  it 
with  nieeknefs ,  Your  plea,  therefore,  might  as  well 
be  uiged  ior  negledting  public  worfhip,  or  even 
family  prayer,  beiiire,  if  the  offender  happens  to 
be  prefent,  as  for  abfenting  from  the  fupper. 

The  truth  is,  you  are  never  to  excufe  yourfelveg 
from  acts  ol  duty,  on  account  ol  evil  pal  lions  work¬ 
ing  in  you;  but  immediately  to  war  againft  them. 

It  will  be  aiked,  How  can  I  have  communion  with 
a  churchy  while  Jhe  tolerates  ungodly  and  fcandalous 
members  ? 

But  let  me  afk  you,  my  friend,  does  fhe  tolerate 
them?  If  the  does,  whole  bulinefs  is  it  to  take  the 
iirft  ftep  toward  rectifying  the  diforder?  It  is 
yours,  as  much  as  any  man’s.  It  is  yours  princi¬ 
pally.  You  pretend,  that  you  fee  fuch  perfons  in 
the  church.  Others  perhaps  fee  them  not,  or  have 
not  evidence  againft  them.  Have  you  reproved 
them  ?  Have  you  taken  a  brother  or  two  to  afflft 
you?  Have  you  brought  your  complaint  to  the 
church?  It  you  have  done  none  of  thefe  things, 
you  are  the  mod  reprehend ble  of  any  member; 
for  you  fee  the  fin,  and  bewray  it  not.  Go  firff, 
and  do  your  own  duty.  You  can  have  no  pretence 
for  withdrawing,  till  you  know  that  the  church 
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actually  tolerates  vicious  characters;  and  .this  you 
cannot  know  till  you  have  taken  the  meafures 
which  Chrift  enjoins. 

But  though  I  may  think  a  church  to  be,  in  the 
main,  a  true  church,  yet  if  I  fee  errors  in  her,  oughfc 
I  not  to  teftify  againft  them  by  withdrawing  from 
her?  By  no  means.  Your  withdrawing  is  no  tef- 
timony  againft  her  particular  errors;  it  is  only  a 
general,  indifcriminate  charge.  It  fignifies  that 
you  are  difpleafed  at  fomething.;  but  points  out 
nothing.  You  are  to  commune  with  her;  but  not 
adopt  her  errors ;  then,  your  condud  will  fpeak  an 
intelligible  language.  Chrift  teftified  againft  the 
errors  of  the  jewifh  church,  and  labored  for  heh 
reformation;  but  ftill  he  held  communion  with  her 
as  a  church  of  God.  Let  his  example  be  your  rule. 

This  leads  me  to  obferve  farther,  that  fpecial 
fellow fhip  among  the  members  of  a  particular 
church  muft  include  mutual  watchfulness,  reproof 
and  exhortation. 

. . .  .....  .  > 

As  Chriftians,  in  the  prefent  flate,  are  but  im¬ 
perfect,  one  end  of  their  covenanting  and  aifociat- 
ing  together  is,  that  they  may  afford  mutual  affift- 
ance  in  the  great  concerns  of  religion,  and  be  feU 
low-helpers  in  the  work  of  their  common  falvati-* 
on.  Accordingly  they  are  required  to  confided 
and  aamonifh,  comfort  and  encourage  one  ano¬ 
ther,  as  there  is  occafion ;  to  be  all  fubjeCt  one  tc? 
another,  and  to  be  clothed  with  humility.  By 

Vo l.  II. 
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virtue  of  our  fpecial  relation,  as  members  of  one 
church,  we  are  to  rebuke  our  brethren,  and  not 
fuffer  fin  upon  them.  Thofe  who  offend,  we  are 
fuff  to  addrefs  in  a  more  private  manner :  them 
who  are  deaf  to  private  expoftulations,  we  are  to 
bring  before  tne  church ;  fuch  as  contemn  the 
counfels  of  the  church  are  to  be  cut  off  from  her 
communion;  but  the  penitent  are  to  be  reftored 
in  the  fpirit  of  meeknefs.  Once  more. 

Our  fpecial  feliowfhip  requires  mutual  candor, 
condefcention  and  forbearance. 

:  We  are  to  confider  ourfelves,  and  our  brethren, 
not  as  finlefs,  but  imperfedt  beings,  attended  with 
infirmities,  fubjed  to  temptations,  liable  to  offend, 
and  to  be  offended.  While  we  are  cautious  not 
to  give  offence  by  doing  things  grievous  to  them, 
we  fhould  make  all  reafonable  allowance  for  them, 
when  they  do  things  grievous  to  us.  We  fhould 
neither  ftiffly  oppofe,  nor  zealoufiy  urge  indiffer¬ 
ent  matters.  We  fhould  not  feverely  animadvert 
on  final ler  faults,  nor  magnify  accidental  failings 
into  heinous  crimes ;  but  give  every  one's  condud 
the  rnoft  favorable  turn  it  will  bear.  Such  is  the 
apoftle’s  advice.  We  that  are  firong  ought  to  bear 
the  infirmities  of  the  zveak ,  and  not  to  pleafie  ourfelves . 
Let  every  one  of  us  pleafie  his  neighbor  for  his  good  to 
edification .  Him  who  is  zveak  in  the  faith  receive  ye  ; 
but  not  to  doubtful  deputation .  Let  us  not  judge  one 
another;  but  judge  this  rather y  that  no  man  put  a 
fitumbling  block  in  his  brother  s  way .  Be  of  the  fame 
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mind  one  toward  another.  Condefccnd  to  men  of  low 
eft  ate.  Let  no  manfeek  his  own,  hut  every  man  ano¬ 
ther's  wealth.  Follow  the  things  which  make  for 
peace  and  edification.  Let  all  your  things  be  done ' 
with  charity.  r 

'  .-■‘s'  V,  , 

4*  The  la  ft  branch  of  Lhnftian  fellowfhip  which 
I  fhall  mention,  is  that  which  ought  to  fubfift  a- 
mong  different  churches;  among  all  who,  in  eve¬ 
ry  place,  call  on  tne  name  of  our  common  Lord. 

As  all  Chriftian  churches  are  united  under,  and 
fubjedt  to  one  head,  fo  they  are  members  one  of 
anothc?,  and  therefore  ought,  like  the  members  of 
the  natural  body,  to  preferve  a  reciprocal  inter- 
courfe.  The  apoftle  fays.  As  the  body  is  one  and 
hath  many  members ,  and  all  the  members  of  that  one 
body,  being  many,  are  one  body*  fo  alfo  is  Chrift.  For 
by  one  f pint  aye  we  all  baptized  into  one  body ,  whether 
we  be  jews  o?  Gentiles  /  whether  we  be  bond  or  free . 
Care,  therefore,  ftiould  be  taken,  that  there  be  no 
fchifm,  oy  ate  if  on  in  the  body,  but  all  the  members  fhould 
have  the  fame  care  one  for  another \ 

A  particular  church  ought  to  confider  herfelf? 
not  as  an  unconnected  fociety,  but  as  a  part  of 
Chrift  s  general  kingdom  :  her  care  muff  not  be 
confined  to  herielr,  but  extended  to  her  filter- 
churches :  She  is  to  icek,  not  merely  her  own  pro¬ 
fit,  but  the  profit  of  many. 

Some  diverfity  of  fentiment  and  practice  may 
tak^  place  in  different  churches,  and  yet  all  remain 
true  churches  of  Chrift;  as  there  may  be  divers 
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opinions  among  the  members  of  the  fame  church, 
and  they  {till  be  real  Chriftians.  We  are  neither 
to  reject  a  church,  nor  to  exclude  a  particular 
Chriftian  from  our  fellowfliip,  for  fuppofed  errors, 
which  appear  not  to  be  of  fuch  a  nature  and  mag¬ 
nitude,  as  to  fubvert  the  foundation  of  Chriftiani- 
ty.  Our  apoftle  teaches  us,  ‘  that  we  are  to  re¬ 
gard  all  as  our  fellow-chriftians,  and  all  churches 
as  fifter-churches,  who,  in  every  place,  call  on  the 
name  of  Jefus  Chrift  our  Lord,  both  theirs  and 
ours;  who  profefs  one  body,  one  fpirit,  and  one 
hope  of  their  calling;  and  who  hold  the  fame  head 
from  which  all  the  body  is  knit  together.’  In  a 
word,  he  cautions  us,  that  ‘  we  rejed  not  thofe 
whom  God  has  received.’  If  we  know  a  particu¬ 
lar  church,  in  which  errors  are  admitted,  we  are 
to  afford  our  affiftance  for  her  amendment.  But 
fo  long  as  we  believe  God  owns  her,  by  continuing 
to  her  his  word  and  ordinances,  and  bleffing  them 
for  her  fpiritual  benefit  ;  it  is  arrogance — it  is  im¬ 
piety,  fox  us  to  dilown  her.  We  have  no  warrant 
to  withdraw  our  fellowfliip  from  a  church,  unleia 
fire  has  e  fieri  daily  departed  from  the  gofpel;  or 
impofes  on  us  terms  of  fellowfliip,  which  we  can- 
pot  in  confcience  comply  with. 

If  it  be  afked,  in  what  ad  ions  different  churches 
are  to  have  fellowfliip?  I  anfwer  j 

They  ought  occafionaily  to  commune  with  each 
other  in  the  word,  prayer,  and  breaking  of  bread; 
%o  admit  each  other’s  members  to  occafional  com- 
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nrunion  with  them;  to  recommend  their  own 
members  to  other  churches,  into  whofe  vicinity 
they  may  remove;  and  to  receive  members  of 
other  churches  on  their  recommendation.  When 
Apollos  paffed  from  Ephefus  into  Achaia,  the 
brethren  in  Ephefus  wTOte  to  the  difciples  in 
Achaia  to  receive  him.  When  Phebe  went  from 
Cenchrea  to  Rome,  Paul  wrote  to  the  Roman 
church,  that  they  fhould  receive  her  in  the  Lord, 
as  becometh  faints. 


Churches  are  alfo  to  have  fellowfhip,  by  mutual 
counfel  and  advice,  when  difficulties  arife. 


* , .  .  / 

Though  no  church,  or  number  of  churches  have 

an  abfoluie  jurifdidion  over  other  churches,  yet 
they  fhould  always  be  ready  to  afford  help  and  af- 
/iftance,  at  the  requeft  of  fifter-churches,  as  occa- 
fions  may  require.  We  find  in  the  hiftory  of  the 
Ads,  that  the  church  of  Antioch,  on  a  difficulty 
which  arofe  there  relating  to  circumdfion,  fent 
Barnabas  and  Paul,  and  certain  others  with  them, 
to  Jerufalem,  to  confult  the  apofUes  and  elders  of 
the  church  there,  and  to  afk  their  advice  upon  the 
matter.  When  thofe  meffengers  from  Antioch 
came  to  Jerufalem,  they  were  received  by  the  apof- 
tles  and  ciders,  and  by  the  church.  And  when 
the  apoftles  had  determined  the  matter  in  queffii- 
cn,  they,  together  with  the  church,  fent  meffen-, 
gers,  and  by  them,  a  letter  to  the  Antiochean  and 
other  churches  in  the  vicinity,  declaring  their  oph* 
tiion  and  advice  in  the  cafe  referred  to  them. 
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This  example,  as  well  as  the  reafon  of  the  thing, 
fhews  the  propriety  and  neceffity  of  mutual  aflift- 
ance  among  churches  by  counfel  and  advice,  in  or~ 
d^r  to  the  common  edification  and  comfort. 

I  have  now  diftinftly  illuflrated  thefeveral  mat- 
ters  propofed  to  your  confiderati on.  Permit  me, 
before  I  conclude,  to  point  out  to  you  the  proper 
improvement  of  this  fubject  ' 

We  who  have  made  an  open  profefilon  of  reli¬ 
gion,  and  have  joined  ourfelves  to  the  church  of 
God,  with  an  explicit  engagement  to  walk  toge¬ 
ther  in  his  commandments  and  ordinances,  are 
now  called  upon  to  confider  the  obligations  we 
are  under,  and  the  duties  efpecially  incumbent  up- 
on  us. 

i.  Let  us  be  well  fettled  in  the  principles  of 
that  religion  which  we  profefs. 

We  are  called  into  a  church  ftate,  that,  being 
edified  in  the  faith  and  knowledge  of  the  Son  of 

God,  we  may  be  no  more  children,  carried  about 
with  every  wind  of  dodrine,  by  the  flight  of  men, 
and  the  cunning  craftinefs  wherewith  they  lie  in 
wait  to  deceive.  Jefus  Chrift  is  the  fame  yefter- 
day,  to-day,  and  for  ever.  His  gofpel  is  ever  the 
fame;  not  variable  like  the  humors  and  opinions 
of  men.  1  herefore,  be  ye  not  carried  about  with 
divers  and  if  range  dodfrines,  as  if  religion  was 
fometimes  one  thing,  and  fbmetimes  another.  It 
is  a  good  thing  that  the  heart  be  eftablifhed  with 
grace.  We  ought  not  indeed  to  be  ft  iff  and  inftex- 
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ible  in  our  own  fentiments  and  ufages,  merely  be- 
caufe  they  are  our  own.  We  fhould  give  up  for¬ 
mer  opinions,  and  adopt  others,  when  evidence  is 
offered  fufficient  to  juftify  the  change.  But  then 
a  ficklenefs  of  temper,  a  verfatility  of  fentiment,  a 
difpofition  to  fail  in  with  every  novel  opinion,  and 
to  follow  every  impuife  of  fancy,  is  utter!)-  unbe¬ 
coming  a  Chriftian.  Such  unfteadinefs  indicates 
either  the  want  of  competent  knowledge,  or  the 
want  of  any  fixed  principles  in  religion. 

A  mi  dil  the  various  opinions  which  are  propa¬ 
gated  and  maintained,  an  honeft  Chriftian,  I  am 
fenfible,  may  often  be  perplexed  to  determine, 
what  is  truth.  But  then,  I  would  obferve,  it  is  by 
no  means  neceffary,  that  he  fhould  be  able  to  an- 
fwer  every  argument  adduced  in  fupport  of  error. 
There  are  certain  great  and  leading  principles,  in 
which  every  Chriftian  rnuft  be  fuppofed  to  be  fet¬ 
tled  ;  and  by  thefe  he  may  try  the  dodtrines  pro- 
pofed  to  him,  and  judge  whether  they  are  of  God. 

There  are  two  grand  points  which  the  gofpel  al¬ 
ways  keeps  in  view.  One  is  the  indifpenfible  ne- 

cefiity  of  hoiinefs  in  heart  and  life,  in  order  to  eter¬ 
nal  happinefs.  1  he  other  is,  our  entire  depend- 
ance  on  the  grace  and  mercy  of  God,  through  the 
Redeemer,  for  pardon,  fandtification  and  glory. 
Every  man,  who  profeffes  to  be  a  Chriftian,  mud 
be  fuppofed  to  be  fettled  in  thefe  grand  points. 
The  man,  who  imagines  that  he  is  not  indebted  to, 
nor  dependent  on  a  Saviour,  or  that  there  is  no 
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need  of  a  conformity  to  his  holy  pattern  and  pre¬ 
cepts,  in  order  to  final  lalvauon,  can,  with  no  con- 
fiftency,  pretend  to  be  a  Chriftian. 

All  fuch  doctrines,  as  plainly  contradict  either 
of  thefe  principles;  fuch,  on  the  one  hand,  as  ex¬ 
alt  men  above  a  dependence  on  jefus  Chrift,  and 
the  influences  of  the  divine  fpirit ;  and  fuch,  on 
the  other  hand,  as  confound  the  difference  between 
virtue  and  vice,  and  obftruct  the  influence  of  the 
divine  commands,  niuft  be  rejected,  whatever  fpe- 
cious  arguments  may  be  urged  in  their  favor- 

2.  Let  us  maintain  a  conftant,  devout  attend¬ 
ance  on  the  appointed  ordinances  of  Chrift. 

If  we  carelefsly  neglect  thefe,  we  contradict  the 
defign  of  a  church,  and  our  own  character  as  mem¬ 
bers  of  it. 

Chriftians  are  bound  to  attend  on  all  ordinances, 
one  as  well  as  another.  The  gofpel  makes  no  dif- 
tinction.  The  primitive  Chriftians  continued 
ftedfaft  in  the  apoftles’  doctrine  and  feilowfhip, 
and  in  breaking  of  bread,  and  in  prayer. 

There  are  among  us  fome,  who  profefs  the  reli¬ 
gion  of  Chrift,  and  who,  by  their  regular  attend¬ 
ance  at  the  fanctuary,  as  well  as  by  their  general 
converfation,  exprefs  a  regard  for  the  religion 
which  they  profefs;  but  yet  abfent  themfelves 
from  the  Lord’s  tabie.  Such  was  not  the  practice 
of  Chriftians  in  the  apoftolic  times.  The  celebra¬ 
tion  of  the  fupper  was  then  a  part  of  the  flared 
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worfhip  of  the  Lord's  day;  and  in  this,  as  well  as 
in  other  parts,  all  profeffors  joined.  They  conti¬ 
nued  ftedfaft  in  fellowfhip  with  the  apollles,  as 
well  by  breaking  bread,  as  by  prayer  and  dodrine. 
The  difciples  at  Proas,  we  are  told,  came  together, 
on  the  firft  day  of  the  week,  not  only  to  hear  Paul 
preach,  but  alfo  to  break  bread. 

I  urge  none  to  come  blindly,  or  againft  his  con- 
icience,  to  the  holy  table.  livery  one  mull  judge 
for  himfelf,  and  be  perfuaded  in  his  own  mind- 
One  man  cannot  fee  with  another's  eyes,  noraft 
on  another's  faith.  But  then,  it  is  a  plain  fad, 
Chnft  calls  all  to  oe  Ins  difciples,  and  commands 
an  his  diiciplcs  to  ihcw  forth  his  death  by  an  at— 
tendance  on  his  iupper.  And,  therefore,  fuch  as 
are  hindered  by  icruples  concerning  their  fitnefs, 
muft  not  make  themfelves  eafy  with  them,  but 
take  pains  ior  tne  iemova.1  ot  them.  I  hey  muft 
fcek  light,  tnat,  if  tney  are  m  an  error,  they  may 
rectify  it;  and  if  they  arc  under  fin,  they  may  re¬ 
pent  of  it.  They  muft  humbly  apply  to  God  for 
his  grace  to  lead  them  into  truth,  and  to  purify 
their  fouls ;  and,  whatever  doubts  they  have  about 
a  particular  ordinance,  they  mult  diligently  attend 
on  all  thofe  means  which  they  think  themfelves 
wan  anted  to  ule.  I  he  meek,  God  will  guide  in 
judgment ;  the  meek,  he  will  teach  his  way. 

3*  We  are  called  to  brotherly  love,  peace  and 
unity. 
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The  gofpel  urges  love  as  the  bond  ofperfednefs, 
as  a  virtue  of  the  firft  importance.  Paul,  in  his 
epiftles  to  the  churches,  never  forgets  to  recom¬ 
mend  to  them,  that  they  be  joined  together  in  the 
fame  mind— that  they  fpeak  the  fame  things— that 
they  have  the  fame  love — that  there  be  no  divifi- 
ons  among  them— that  they  avoid  fuch  as  caufe 
divifions  and  offences.  To  fhevv  how  effentia! 
unity  is  to  the  being  of  a  church,  he  compares  it 
to  a  houlehold,  which  fubfifts  by  love,  and  in 
which  all  the  members  have  one  intereft,  and  are 
guided  by  one  head — To  a  building,  all  the  parts 

of  which  are  framed  and  compaded  together _ To 

a  natural  body,  all  whofe  limbs  are  animated  by 
the  fame  vital  principle,  and  feel  for  each  other. 

Brotherly  love  is  an  extenfive  grace.  It  is  not 
confined  to  thofe  of  our  own  fociety ;  but  reaches 
to  all  Chriftians,  and  Chriftian  locieties,  in  every 
place.  The  apoftle  willies  grace  and  peace  to  all, 
who,  in  every  place,  call  on  the  name  of  Jefus. 
We  are  to  conlider  all  as  our  brethren,  who  ap¬ 
pear  to  hold  the  elfentials  of  the  Chriftian  faith, 
and  to  maintain  a  pradice  agreeable  to  it;  and  to 
all  fuch  brotherly  love  mull  extend.  If  our  love 
reaches  no  farther  than  to  thofe  of  our  own  fed,  or 
thofe  who  ufually  worlhip  with  us,  it  is  only  a  par- 
ty-fpirit;  it  has  nothing  of  the  nature  of  Chrifti¬ 
an  love. 

Againft  fuch  a  contraded  idea  of  love,  the  apof¬ 
tle,  in  our  context,  carefully  guards  us.  ‘  It  has 
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been  declared  to  me/  fays  he,  r  that  there  are  con¬ 
tentions  among  you.  Every  one  of  you  faith,  I 

am  of  Paul,  and  I  Qf  Apollos,  and  I  of  Cephas,  and 
I  of  Chrift.’  They  were  puffed  up  for  one  teach¬ 
er  againft  another.  One  admired  this  preacher; 
another  that;  and  another  a  third;  and,  by  their 
party-attachments,  raifed  trouhlefome  difputes 
and  dangerous  contentions  in  the  church.  But, 
fays  he,  c  Is  Chrift  divided  ?’  Were  ye  not  all  bap¬ 
tized  in  his  name  ?  Have  ye  not  all  profeffed  his 
religion  ?  Why  then  run  ye  into  parties,  as  if  Chrift 
was  divided?  Was  Paul  crucified  for  you?  Why 
fay  ye,  <  we  are  of  Paul?'  Do  ye  exped  falvation 
through  him?  He  was  not  crucified  for  you.  He 
only  preaches  Chrift  crucified;  and  Peter  and 
Apollos  do  the  fame.  c  Or  were  ye  baptized  in 
the  name  of  Paul  ?’  Do  ye  imagine  that  baptifm 
was  defigned  to  form  you  into  difti.nd  feds  ?  or 
that  every  one  ought  to  follow  the  minifter  who 
baptized  him,  in  oppofition  to  others  ?  And  do  ye 
think,  that  ye  ought  to  love  and  efteem,  as  breth¬ 
ren,  thofe  only  who  were  baptized  by  the  fame 
apoftle,  or  in  the  fame  place  and  manner  as  ye 
were,  as  if  ye  were  baptized  into  the  name  of  the 
man,  wno  baptized  you  ?  No,  ye  were  baptized  in 
the  name  of  Chrift,  and  are  become  members  of 
his  body,  and,  therefore,  ye  are  the  brethren  of  all 
Chriftians,  by  whomfoever  baptized;  for  ye  are  all 
baptized  into  one  body. 

You  fee,  that  baptiim,  a  Chriftian  profeflion, 
and  a  relation  to  a  particular  church,  are  not  de« 
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iigned  to  unite  one  company  of  Chriftians  here, 
and  another  there,  in  oppolition  to  each  other ; 
hut  rather  to  unite  the  whole  Chriftian  world! 
This  then,  and  this  only,  is  true  Chriftian  love, 
which  extends  its  gooa  wifhes  to  the  whole  houfe— 
hold  of  faith;  regards,  as  Chrift’s  difciples,  all 
v  no,  !n  every  place,  call  on  his  name;  and  pur- 
fues,  not  merely  its  own  private  ends,  but  the  ge¬ 
ne!  al  intereft  of  Chrift’s  kingdom,  and  the  com¬ 
mon  welfare  of  his  fubjecis. 

True  Chriftian  love  to  thofe  of  our  own  fociety 
cannot  ftop  ihort  oi  a  general  love  or  faints.  The 
love  of  the  brethren,  as  fuch,  is  a  love  of  their  holy 
and  virtuous  character;  and  if,  on  this  account, 
we  love  our  nearest  Drethrcn,  for  the  lame  reafon 
we  fhah  love  all,  who  exhibit  the  fame  charadter. 
The  good  Chriftian  defires  the  prevalence  of  reli¬ 
gion  every  where  :  he  would  rejoice  that  all  men 
were  virtuous  and  happy.  He  will  not,  therefore, 
purfue  the  religious  intereft  of  his  own  community, 
family,  or  perfon,  in  ways  prejudicial  to  the  gene¬ 
ral  intereft  of  religion.  He  will  not  conlult  mere¬ 
ly  his  own  edification,  or  that  of  thofe  with  whom 
he  is  immediately  connedted ;  but  will  feek  the 
profit  of  many,  that  they  may  be  faved. 

This  love  of  the  brethren  leads  to  a  more  gene¬ 
ral  love  of  the  human  race.  Chriftians  are  requir¬ 
ed  f  to  add  to  their  brotherly  kindnefs  charity'— 
f  to  increafe  and  abound  in  their  love  one  toward 
another,  and  toward  all  men.’ 


One  who  loves  the  brethren,  becaufe  they  have 
the  temper  and  obey  the  laws  of  Chrift,  mud  be 
fuppofed  himfelf  to  have  the  fame  temper,  and  to 
obey  the  fame  laws.  Chrift  exemplified,  and  has 
enjoined  a  univerfal  philanthropy.  He  did  good 
to  enemies,  as  well  as  friends  ;  he  prayed  for  his 
crucifiers,  as  well  as  for  his  difciples  ;  and  he  has 
enjoined  onus  the  fame  extenfive  benevolence. 

Whatever  pretenfions  we  make  to  Chriftian 

fellowfhip,  if  our  love  is  confined  to  any  particular 
community,  or  even  to  Chriftian  profeffbrs,  and 

does  not,  in  fuitable  expreflions  of  meeknefs,  good- 

nefs,  and  moderation,  extend  itfelf  to  others  ;  it  is 
not  that  love  of  the  brethren  which  Chrift  enjoins, 

for  where  is  brotherly  kindnefs,  there  will  be  cha¬ 
rity.  The  brotherly  love,  which  Chrift  has  taught, 
will  make  us  meek,  and  gentle  toward  all  men. 
It  will  tame  and  foften  the  pafiions,  corred  and 
fweeten  the  temper,  and  difpofe  us  to  fhew  kind- 
nefs  to  all  men,  whether  they  be  Chriftians  or  hea¬ 
thens,  good  men  or  finners. 

4.  As  members  of  the  church  of  God,  wre  are 
called  to  an  exemplary  holinefs.  ' 

Chrift  gave  himfelf  for  the  church,  that  he  might 
fandify  it,  and  finally  prefent  it  glorious.  We 
are  called  to  be  faints;  feparated  from  the  world, 
that  we  may  be  a  peculiar  people,  zealous  of  good 
works;  placed  under  gofpel-light,  that  we  may  be 
the  children  of  God  without  rebuke,  in  the  midft 
of  a  crooked  and  perverfe  nation,  fhining  among 
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fnem  as  hShts  In  the  world.  The  honor  of  relid- 
on,  and  our  own  profeffion,  oblige  us  to  walk  dr 

cumfpedly  among  men.  Thofe,  whom  the  anof- 
tles  admitted  to  tneir  fellowdiip,  were  exhorted  to 

keep  themfelves  from  an  untoward  generation. 
1  lie  loofe  and  unguarded  converfation  of  Chridian 
profeffors,  gives  occafion  to  others  to  fpeak  re¬ 
proachfully  of  religion  itfelf.  They  are,  therefore, 
to  walk  in  wifdom  toward  them  who  are  without - 
to  provide  things  honed  in  the  fight  of  all  men,’ 
that  the  enemies  of  truth  may  be  put  to  filence* 
having  „„  evil  thing  to  fay  of  them  ’ 

5-  Let  us  exercife  a  mutual  watchfulnefs  in  our 
Chridian  relation. 


We  are  called  into  this  relation,  that  we  may  by 
love  ferve  one  another,  and  be  fellow-workers  to 
the  kingdom  of  God.  Let  us  be  ready  to  receive, 
as  well  as  to  give,  counfel  and  reproof,  as  there  is 
occadon;  and  in  this  imperfed  date  occadons  will 
b>_  frequent.  Much  allowance  is  indeed  to  be 
made  for  human  weaknefs,  for  mifapprehendon, 
and  for  wrong  report.  We  exped  fuch  allowance* 
from  our  brethren,  and  they  are  intitled  to  it  from 
us.  Too  great  forwardnefs  to  remark,  and  too 
hady  a  zeal  to  reprove  every  trivial  fault,  and  eve- 
ry  unguarded  adion  in  our  brethren,  will  tend  ra¬ 
ther  to  vex,  than  reform  them;  rather  to  hurt  our 
induence,  than  to  mend  their  tempers.  Reproof 
is  a  delicate  matter.  It  is  not  to  be  omitted,  when 
occadon  calls  for  it;  but  it  Ihould  be  given  with 


tendernefs  and  prudence,  that  it  may  be  received 
with  meeknefs  and  gratitude. 

6.  Our  fubjed  reminds  us  of  the  duty  which 
we  owe  to  our  youth. 

If  the  children  of  profelling  Chriftians  are  with¬ 
in  God's  vifible  church,  they  are  entitled  to  our 
particular  notice  and  regard.  T.  hough  it  may  be 
conceded,  that  baptifm  denominates  them  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  catholic  church  only,  and  they  become 
not  members  of  any  local  church,  till,  by  their 
own  ad,  they  join  themfelves  to  it,  yet  there  is  a 
duty  which  that  church  peculiarly  owes  to  them, 
in  which  they  were  publicly  given  up  to  God,  of 
which  their  parents  are  members,  and  under  the 
immediate  inlpedion  of  which  they  live  and  ada 
If  they  are  members  of  the  church  at  large,  thofe 
Chriftians,  among  whom  providence  places  themg 
and  who  are  witneffes  of  their  condud,  are  efpcci- 
ally  bound  to  watch  over  them. 

e  ought  then  to  admonifh  and  reprove  them, 
whenever  we  fee  them  behave  in  a  manner  unfuit- 
able  to  the  relation,  which  they  bear  to  Chrift;  to 
rebuke  their  levity,  impiety  and  profanenefs,  that 
we  may  reftrain  them  from  making  themfelves 
vile;  to  put  them  in  remembrance  of  the  facred 
obligations,  which  they  are  under  5  and  call  their 
attention  to  that  folemn  day,  when  every  work 
will  be  brought  into  judgment. 

While  they  are  under  the  immediate  govern¬ 
ment  of  parents  or  others,  it  becomes  us,  in  the 
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moft  tender  and  friendly  manner,  to  give  thofe, 
who  have  the  care  of  them,  information  of  their 
milbehavior,  when  it  is  grofs  and  repeated,  and  ap¬ 
pears  to  proceed  from  a  perverfe  difpofition.  If 
Chriftians  would  thus  affift  each  other  in  the  go¬ 
vernment  of  their  families,  at  the  fame  time  ex¬ 
hibiting  an  example  worthy  of  their  character 
much  fervice  might  be  done  to  the  rifing  genera¬ 
tion,  and  to  the  general  intereft  of  religion. 

When  youth  have  arrived  to  competent  age,  it 
would  be  proper  that  the  church,  as  a  body,  fhould 
deal  with  them  for  open  immoralities,  obftinately 
periifted  in  againft  more  private  admonitions;  un- 
lefs  they  difavow  their  relation  to  the  church,  and 
her  authority  over  them.  In  this  cafe  fhe  may,  in 
a  formal  manner,  cut  them  off  from  among  their 
people,  and  declare  them  no  longer  under  her  care, 

7.  Our  fubjedt  deferves  the  ferious  attention  of 

the  youth. 

My  children;  God,  in  his  good  providence,  has 
ordered  the  place  of  your  birth  and  education,  un¬ 
der  the  light  of  the  gofpel,  within  his  church,  and 
in  Chriftian  families.  The  moft  of  vou  have  been 
folemnly  dedicated  to  God  in  baptifm,  and  have 
received  the  vifible  feal  of  his  covenant.  See  then, 
that  you  walk  worthy  of  the  privileges  to  which 
you  are  born,  and  of  the  character  which  you  bear, 
as  God’s  children,  fet  apart  to  be  his.  Receive, 
with  filial  reverence  and  obedience,  the  inftrudtions 
and  counfels  of  your  parents,  who  have  bound 


Chemfelvcs  to  God  for  your  virtuous  behavior. 
Attend  on  the  appointed  means  of  religious  know¬ 
ledge,  converfe  with  the  holy  fcriptures  and  other 
inftrudive  books,  ferioufly  regard  the  Hated  fer- 
vices  of  the  fanduary,  and  endeavor,  in  the  ufe  of 
thefe  advantages,  to  become  wife  to  falvation,  and 
to  furnifh  yourfelves  unto  every  good  work.  As 
you  have  been  confecratcd  to  God,  live  to  him.  Be 
not  conformed  to  this  world,  but  be  transformed  by  thi 
renewing  of  your  minds-.  Let  your  hearts  be  impref- 
fed  with  a  fcnfe  of  your  finful  and  belplefs  condi¬ 
tion;  look  to  jefus  as  the  only  Saviour  of  a  loll  and 
guilty  world;  go  to  God  in  his  name,  and  humbly 
implore  the  renewing  and  landifying  influences  of 
his  holy  fpint.  IVIake  an  aCiual  dedication  of 
yourfelves  to  God  through  Jefus  Chrift,  deliberate¬ 
ly  refolving  on  a  courfe  of  pure  religion,  and  let 
all  your  converfation  be  as  becomes  the  gofpeh 
Keep  up  a  daily  correfpondence  with  God  in  fe_ 
cret.  Think  and  fpeak  of  him  with  reverence, 
detefting  and  avoiding  every  fpecies  of  profanity! 
Ceafe  to  hear  the  inftrudions  which  caule  to  err 
from  the  words  01  knowledge.  Entertain  no  li¬ 
centious  opinions,  fuch  as  would  encourage  vice, 
or  pacify  the  confcience  under  guilt.  Say  to  evil 
doers,  depart  from  us,  for  we  will  keep  the  com¬ 
mandments  of  our  God.  Flee  youthful  lufts,  and 
follow  after  righteoufnefs,  faith,  charity,  peace, 
with  them  who  call  on  the  Lord  out  of  a  pure  heart. 
And  reft  not  till  you  have  actually  taken  the  cove¬ 
nant-bonds  on  yourfelves,  by  a  public  profefflon 
of  religion,  and  have  come  up  to  all  gofpel  ordi¬ 
nances.  Do  not  this  raftily  and.  thoughtlefsly,  but 
Vox,.  II.  N 
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humbly  and  ferioufly  in  the  fear  of  God,  and  in 
obedience  to  him.  Think  not  that  you  have  a 
right  to  live  at  large.  You  are  bound  to  confefs 
Chrift’s  name  before  men,  and  to  fubmit  to  the  go¬ 
vernment  of  his  church.  It  was  foretold  by  the 
prophet,  that,  when  God  Ihould  pour  out  his  fpi- 
rit  on  the  offspring  of  his  people,  one  would  fay, 
I  am  the  Lord’s,  and  another  would  fubfcribe  with 
his  hand  to  the  Lord.  Thus  the  church  would 
increafe  by  the  acceffion  of  the  young;  her  fons 
would  come  from  far,  and  her  daughters  be  nurfed 
at  her  hde.  You  cannot  be  faid  to  have  fulfilled 
the  obligations  of  your  baptifm,  fo  long  as  you  live 
in  a  carelefs  negledt  of  any  of  the  ordinances  of 
Chrift.  There  is  reafon  to  believe,  that,  in  the  in- 
ftitution  of  the  fupper,  Chrift  had  a  primary  regard 
to  the  young,  who  were  always  the  objecfts  of  his 
particular  attention.  This  ordinance  was  infti- 
tuted  immediately  after  the  celebration  of  the  paff- 
over,  which  was  a  figure  of  the  buffering  Saviour. 
In  alluiion  to  that  feftival,  Chrift  is  called  ourpaff- 
over,  facrificed  for  us.  And  in  allufion  to  the 
manner  in  which  the  paffover.  was  eaten,  we  are 
required  to  keep  the  feaft  of  the  holy  lupper,  not 
with  the  leaven  of  malice  and  wickednefsy  but  with  the 
unleavened  bread  of  Jincerity  and  truth .  Now  the 
fpecial  reafon  afligned  for  the  paffover  was,  that 
when  children  in  time  to  come  Jbould  enquire }  what  mean 
ye  by  this  fervice  f  The  parent  might  thence  take 
occafion  to  inftrucft  them,  how  the  Lord  faved  his 
people  from  Egypt .  Accordingly  the  youth  were  to 
attend  on  the  paffover,  in  the  appointed  place,  as 
foon  as  they  were  able  to  bring  an  offering  in  their 
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hand .  Now  if  the  flipper  fucceeds  in  the  place  of 
the  paffover,  was  not  this  one  intention  of  it,  that 
the  young,  on  feeing  this  fervice,  might  be  led  to 
enquire,  what  was  meant  by  it,  and  thus  open  the 
way  for  inftrudiion  in  the  glorious  redemption  by 
Jefus  Chrift.  Come  then,  my  children,  attend  a 
feftival  appointed  for  you.  Here  behold  what  your 
affe&ionate  Saviour  has  done  and  fuffered  for  fuch 
loft  and  helpiefs  creatures  as  you.  Behold,  admire 
and  love;  fmite  your  breafts  and  return  with  new 
lentiments  of  the  evil  of  your  fins,  and  new  refo- 
iutions  of  future  obedience.  Remember  that  all 
ordinances,  and  this  in  particular,  were  infiituted 
as  means  of  promoting  a  holy  life  ;  and  let  every 
cne>  zvho  nametb  the  name  of  Chrift ,  depart  from  ini¬ 
quity. 

8.  The  invitation  given  to  the  young  fliall  now 
be  addrefted  to  others.  Come,  join  yourfelves  to 
the  Lord  in  a  perpetual  covenant,  which  fhall  not' 
be  forgotten. 

The  Son  of  God  has  come  down  from  Heaven, 
and  has  purchafed  a  church  with  his  own  blood. 
Here  he  offers  that  falvation  w7hich  guilty  mortals 
need.  He  prefcribes  the  terms  on  which  it  may 
become  yours.  He  has  appointed  ordinances,  in 
the  ufe  of  which  you  may  be  made  meet  for  the 
enjoyment  of  it  in  Heaven.  He  has  particularly 
inftituted  the  ordinance  of  the  fupper,  to  remind 
you  of  his  dying  love,  and  the  rich  bleflings  pur¬ 
chafed  by  his  blood.  He  has  required  your  attend¬ 
ance,  to  awaken  your  remembrance  of  him,  warm 
your  love  to  him,  and  ftrengthen  your  faith  in  him* 
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Have  you  any  fenfe  of  your  guilt  and  unworthi- 
nefs,  and  of  his  wonderful  goodnefs  and  love?  Any 
defire  to  become  conformed  to  his  image,  attem¬ 
pered  to  his  gofpel,  and  entitled  to  his  falvation  B 
Any  gratitude  to  your  Divine  Benefactor  for  all 
the  great  things  which  he  has  done  and  fuffered 
for  you  ?  Any  purpofe  of  heart  to  honor  and  obey 
your  glorious  Redeemer  and  Lord?  Any  concern 
to  promote  peace  and  unity  among  his  difciples, 
to  excite  and  encourage  them  to  love  and  good 
works,  ana  to  advance  the  general  intereft  of  his 
kingdom  ?  T  hen  come  and  confer fs  his  name,  de¬ 
clare  your  regard  to  his  religion,  fubferibe  with 
your  own  hand  to  him,  attend  on  the  ordinances 
of  his  houfe,  walk  in  fellowfhip  with  his  profefled 
difciples,  join  your  influence  to  promote  his  caufe, 
and  fhew  by  your  holy  converfation,  that  you  real¬ 
ly  believe,  and  heartily  love  the  religion  which 
you  profefs. 

*"  4 

To  conclude,  let  us  all  unite  our  endeavors  to 
make  Chrift’s  church  glorious.  Let  us,  as  work¬ 
ers  together  with  Chrift,  and  with  one  another, 
contribute,  in  our  refpedtive  places,  and  according 
to  our  leveral  abilities,  to  edify  and  enlarge  it.  Let 
us  not  content  ourfelves  with  appearing  as  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  vifible  church  here  below;  but  be  con¬ 
cerned  to  become  real  members  of  the  invifiblc 
church  above,  that  when  the  time  of  our  departure 
is  come,  we  may  go  to  Mount  Sion,  the  city  of  the 
living  God,  the  heavenly  Jerufalem,  to  an  innume¬ 
rable  company  of  angels,  the  fpirits  of  juft  men 
made  perfect,  the  general  aflembly  and  church  of 
the  firft-born,  whofe  names  are  enrolled  in  Heaven, 
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SERMON  XXV. 

On  THE  CONNEXION  between  PIETY 
AND  RELIGIOUS  KNOWLEDGE. 

B  Y 

JOSEPH  E  C  K  L  E  T,  A.  M. 

Minifter  of  the  Old  South  Church,  in  Bollon. 


John  vii.  17. 

If  any  man  will  do  his  will ,  he  Jhall  know  of  the  doc¬ 
trine ,  whether  it  be  of  God,  or  whether  I  fpeak  of 
myfelf. 


A 


T  the  time  when  our  Saviour  commenced  his 
public  miniftry,  the  Jewilh  nation  were  ex¬ 
pecting  the  promifed  Meffiah.  There  wtre  fome 
traits  in  the  character  of  Jefus  of  Nazareth,  which, 
on  particular  occafions,  commanded  the  attention, 
and  even  the  applaufe  of  the  people ;  but  through  an 
unhappy  mifconception  of  their  prophecies,  they 
had  long  entertained  an  idea,  that  when  the  Mef¬ 
fiah  came,  he  would  affume  the  rank  and  power  of 
a  temporal  prince — emancipate  fheir  nation,  and 
exalt  it  to  the  higheft  grade  of  political  glory. 
Very  contrary  to  this  were  the  views  and  profeffi- 
ons  of  Chrift  himfelf;  fo  that,  notwithfianding  the 
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purity  of  his  converfation — the  amiablenefs  of  his 
life,  and  the  luftre  of  his  example,  he  pafled  the 
greateft  part  of  his  days  under  the  moft  pointed 
notices  of  negledt  and  fcorn.  In  the  perufal  of 
the  lacred  hiftory,  the  fympathetic  heart  is  wound¬ 
ed  by  the  infults  he  received  from  thofe,  whofe 
duty  and  intereft  were  to  have  bid  him  welcome 
as  their  benefadtor  and  friend ;  and  every  patron 
of  true  fcience  is  ready  to  recoil  at  the  reprefenta- 
tion,  that  be,  who  was  emphatically  the  inftru&or 
of  mankind,  and  great  light  of  the  world,  lhould 
be  confidered  as  one  who  perverted  knowledge, 
and  was  actually  engaged  in  deceiving  the  people. 

This  contumely,  however,  was  by  no  means  uni- 
verfal;  for  whilft  there  were  many  who  oppofed, 
and  even  fought  to  kill  him,  others  were  fo  frank 
as  to  fay,  IVhen  Chriji  cometh,  zvill  he  do  more  mira~, 
desthan  tbefe,  which  this  man  hath  done ? 

By  the  context,  we  are  informed  of  a  particular 
converfation  which  Jefus  had  with  the  Jews,  on 
this  interefting  fubjedt.  His  remarks  are  few, 
but  admirably  well  applied.  For  the  proofs  of  his 
million  from  Heaven,  he  refers  them  to  his  works . 
but  previoufly  declares,  that  if  they  would  do  the 
will  of  his  father,  they  lhould  know  of  the  dodrine 
which  he  preached,  whether  it  was  of  God,  or  whe¬ 
ther  he  fpake  of  himfelf.  This,  in  fubltance,  is 
the  fame  as  if  he  had  faid,  that,  if  from  virtuous 
defires  to  ferve  their  maker,  they  made  enquiry 
concerning  his  perfonal  charader  and  profdlion. 
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they  fhould  efcape  all  danger  of  deception  by  him ; 
and,  with  the  advantages  they  enjoyed,  be  readily 
able  to  difeern,  whether  he  was  an  impoftor  who 
preached  in  his  own  name,  and  was  endeavoring 
to  palm  on  them  a  dodrine  which  had  no  founda¬ 
tion  in  truth ;  or,  whether  he  fpake  as  the  meflen- 
ger  fent  from  God,  and  refpeding  things  which 
wrere  of  infinite  weight. 

As  it  is  evident  the  fame  obfervation  may,  in  all 
ages,  apply  to  the  various  nations  or  clafTes  of  men 
by  whom  the  Bible  is  perufed,  it  will  be  natural  to 
conlider  the  text,  as  containing  in  it  an  unequivo¬ 
cal  acknowledgment  of  a  real  connexion  exifting^- 
tween  piety  and  religions  knowledge ;  and  intended 
to  promote  the  contemplation  and  belief  of  the  fe- 
rious  dodrine. 

The  defign  in  the  following  difeourfe  is,  there¬ 
fore,  to  illuitrate  the  principles  on  which  this  con¬ 
nexion  depends,  in  order  to  ihew  that  every  pious 
and  good  man  is  entitled  to  a  full  perfuafion,  that, 
in  the  ufe  of  proper  endeavors,  he  may,  at  all  times, 
acquire  a  competent  knowledge  of  religious  truth; 
ana  this,  whether  he  examines  the  feriptures  in 
their  high  ciaim  of  a  divine  revelation,  or,  as  I 
fhcdl  have  reference  to  in  a  more  particular  manner, 
contemplates  them  as  including  a  lyftem  of  doc¬ 
trines,  t  he,  belief  of  which,  among  Chnftians,  is  cf- 
fential  to  falvation. 

In  the  firft  place >  1  his  connexion  will  appear,  if 

we  confider  the  influence  of  the  affedions  on  the 
human  judgment. 
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There  is  fomething  in  moral  truth,  moft  admi¬ 
rably  congenial  with  the  tafte  and  temper  of  the 
good  man.  It  is  the  food  by  which  his  foul  is 
nourifhed,  as  much  as  the  body  is  by  meat  and 
drink:  In  proportion  to  the  degree  acquired,  it 
improves  in  greatnefs,  and  takes  its  rank  in  the 
happy  world  of  minds.  The  reafon  of  this  is  im¬ 
mediately  feen  on  the  recollection  that  moral  truth, 
is  friendly  and  conducive  to  moral  virtue.  Such 
is  the  complexion  of  the  facred  writings,  in  which 
the  laws  and  doctrines  are  eminently  according  to 
true  godlinefs.  In  enjoining  holinefs  and  con¬ 
demning  fin — in  proffering  pardon  to  the  penitent, 
but  pronouncing  the  impenitent  to  be  obnoxious 
to  divine  anger,  they  embrace  the  feelings  of  each 
reformed  perfon,  who  humbly  longs  for  the  bene¬ 
diction  of  God,  at  the  fame  time  that  they  re¬ 
proach  the  refractory  and  hardened  finner.  On 
this  account,  they  are  ftudied  by  the  one,  but  more 
generally  avoided  by  the  other.  As  the  polifhed 
ftcel,  or  common  mirror,  reprefents  the  form  and 
features  of  each  one  who  beholds  it,  fo  the  word 
of  God  exhibits  to  the  reader  the  features  or  com¬ 
plexion  of  his  fouh  The  good  man  rejoices  in 
the  image;  for  however  faintly,  it  is  really  the 
image  of  his  maker,  and  muff,  of  confequence,  be 
beautiful.  The  bad  man  ftarts  back  with  ftame: 
He  is  ready  to  fufpect  the  juftnefs  of  the  mirror; 
and  perceiving  the  vaft  contrail  between  the  ami- 
abienefs  of  moral  rediitude,  and  the  difordered  ftatc 
of  his  own  mind,  he  cometh  not  to  the  light,  fear- 
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i  ng  the  pains  which  are  annexed  to  felf- reproof  and 
condemnation. 

Thus  may  it  readily  be  underfiood,  that  the 
friend  of  virtue  will  invariably  obtain  advantage 
in  the  important  bufmefs  of  difcerning  religious 
truth.  The  integrity  of  his  mind  will  not  fail  to 
attach  him  to  thofe  doftrines  which  are  recom¬ 
mendatory  of  true  holinefs — explain  their  nature, 
and  convince  him  they  are  right.  Though  an  an¬ 
gel  from  heaven  lliould  proclaim  any  other,  he 
would  not  receive  them.  What  are  immaculate 
in  kind,  and  beneficial  in  effedt,  he  will  view  as 
pofleffing  the  fignatures  of  divine  authenticity, 
and  be  immediately  prepared  to  admit  that  the 
meflenger  who  brings  them,  can  come  from  none 
but  God. 

It  was  on  this  principle  that  our  Saviour  ad- 
dreffed  the  Jews,  in  the  words  of  the  text :  And 
on  this  principle,  every  religious  perfon  may  be 
allured  that,  admitting  the  writings  of  the  old  and 
new  Teftaments  to  be  authentic,  he  fhall  not  only 
be  preferved  from  dangerous  miftakes  refpedting 
their  do&rines,  but  acquire  a  fufficient  knowledge 
of  all  the  truths  included  in  them,  which  are  ef- 
fential  to  falvation. 

Secondly ,  The  fame  fentiment  will  be  further 
illuftrated  and  confirmed,  if,  in  perufing  the  fa- 
cred  fcriptures,  we  conlider  their  general  com¬ 
plexion  and  defign. 
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It  is  prefumed  to  be  a  well  eftablifhed  point, 
that  they  contain  an  infallible  rule  for  life,  adapt¬ 
ed  to  the  various  circumftances  of  men,  and  fuffi- 
cient,  in  all  things,  to  anfwer  the  end  of  introdu¬ 
cing  penitents  to  a  ftate  of  reconciliation  and  ac¬ 
ceptance  with  God.  This  being  the  cafe,  are  wc 
not  to  fuppofe  that  the  primary  dodtrines,  on  the 
hearty  belief  of  which  the  falvation  of  the  reader 
turns,  are  really  very  few ,  and  like  wife  very  com* 
prehenfible  and  plain  ? 

The  Bible  may  emphatically  be  characterized 
a  melTage  of  good  news  to  men  in  general.  As 
fuch,  it  comprifes  in  its  compofition,  a  ferious  ad- 
drefs  to  the  unlearned,  as  well  as  the  learned ;  and 
to  children  or  youth,  as  really  as  to  thofe  of  riper 
years.  It  could  not,  however,  be  defcribed  in  this 
ftyle,  if  its  firft  principles,  or  elfential  truths,  were 
either  very  confiderable  in  number,  or  in  nature 
fo  obftrufe,  as  to  require  of  thofe  who  examined 
them,  a  courfe  of  years,  aided  by  no  fmall  ftrength 
of  genius,  before  they  could  be  underftood.  How 
many  examples  have  we  known  of  firm  believers 
in  revelation,  and  pious  Chriftians,  where  their 
natural  capacities,  or  degrees  of  acquired  know¬ 
ledge,  have  even  been  proverbially  fmall  ?  That 
there  is  one  infinitely  powerful,  wife,  and  good 
Go4— thse  this  glorious  being  has  made  known 
his  will  to  men,  and  in  particular  informed  them 
of  his  difpofition  to  forgive  their  fins — that  he 
has  even  promifed  this,  through  the  Mefiiah,  on 
their  repentance,  reformation,  and  grateful  belief 


in  his  word — that  there  is  another  world — will  be 
a  general  refurredtion  and  future  judgment  by  Je- 
fus  Chrift,  the  head  over  all  things  to  the  Church; 

. — thefe  are  points,  of  which  every  ferious  and  up¬ 
right  man  may  readily  be  convinced,  without  the 
aids  of  human  learning  and  philolophy  :  He  who 
reads,  may  comprehend  them  ;  and  yet,  obvious 
as  they  appear,  they  at  leaft  fo  far  include  the  fun¬ 
damentals  of  religion,  as  that  he  who  cordially 
believes  them,  however  unenlightened,  as  may 
providentially  be  the  cafe,  in  other  heads  of  doc¬ 
trine,  {hall  certainly  be  faved. 

To  prevent  mifconceptions,  let  it  be  obferved 
that  when  I  fay  the  effential  truths  of  the  Bible, 
and  in  particular  of  the  new  Teftament,  are  both 
few  and  plain,  I  would  add,  they  are  not  the  lefs 
important  on  this  account. — When  Columbus  was 
fent  from  Europe  in  fearch  of  other  countries,  and 
returned  with  the  relation  of  the  difcovery  of  A- 
merica,  then  called  the  new  world,  the  fad:  decla¬ 
red  was  perfectly  obvious.  Every  perfon  could 
underftand  it.  But  it  was  as  truly  important,  as 
if  its  comprehenfion  had  required  the  utmoft 
ftretch  of  mental  genius.  Thus  it  is  with  a  great 
part  of  the  doftrines  of  the  gofpel :  They  contain 
difcoveries  or  revelations  from  Heaven  to  man¬ 
kind,  refpediing  things  which  otherwife  would 
have  been  unknown :  But  however  important  in 
their  nature,  yet  when  once  revealed,  they  are  as 
intelligible  as  moft  other  truths,  with  which  the 
human  mind  is  commonly  converfant. 


Another  obfervation  may  be  of  confequcnc& 
here,  which  is,  that  however  plain  and  intelligible 
tiK.  principal  truths  of  revealed  religion  may  be 
deemed,  there  are,  notwithstanding,  many  others 
connected  with  them,  and  equally  belonging  to  the 
fyftem,  in  the  Study  of  which,  the  talents  of  the 
Chnftian  philofopher  may  find  ample  employ¬ 
ment  through  the  whole  period  of  human  life. 
Even  in  the  defence  of  the  gofpel  as  a  divine  reve¬ 
lation,  in  reply  to  the  obj  editions  offered  by  profef- 
fed  fceptics,  a  degree  of  genius,  and  fund  of  know¬ 
ledge  may  be  requifite,  when  the  unlearned  Chrif- 
tian  may  be  in  no  want  of  what  is  neceflary  for  the 
iupport  and  comfort  of  his  own  mind;  but  know¬ 
ing  how  definable  it  is  that  there  fhould  actually  be 
fuch  a  revelation— contemplating  the  news  of  par¬ 
don  which  it  brings,  to  the  abounding  honor  of 
divine  grace,  and  at  the  fame  time,  perceiving  his 
foul  to  be  attra&ed  in  love  and  praife  to  God  for 
the  inestimable  gift,  it  is  pofiible  for  him,  in  a  good 
degree,  to  attain  the  fame  perfuafion  of  its  authen¬ 
ticity,  as  if  an  angel  were  defpatched  from  above 
renewedly  to  preach  it  to  him.  In  the  article  of 
knowledge,  there  will  always  be  a  wide  difference 
among  Chriftians,  whilfi  their  capacities  and  means 
for  improvement,  continue  to  be  diflimilar.  It  is, 
however,  eminently  charafteriftical  of  the  ferip- 
tures,that  they  embrace  a  fyftem  of  truths,  in  which 
the  wi/doni)  a$  well  as  goodnefs  of  God,  harmonioufly 
unite.  The  angels  defire  to  look  into  them.  They 
open  to  the  intelledual  eye,  a  profpect  as  tranfport- 


ingly  extenfive,  as  it  is  beautiful  and  fine;  and  will 
probably  ferve  to  the  faints  as  the  effential  princi¬ 
ples,  or  firfl  rudiments  of  knowledge,  to  aftift  their 
enquiring  minds  through  eternity  itfeif.  We  have 
fufficient  reafon  to  believe  that  a  capital  objeeft,  in 
the  gofpel  plan,  is  to  improve  our  mental  as  well  as 
moral  powers — to  make  us  wife  as  well  as  virtuous - — 
great  as  well  as  good — and  exalt  our  pleafures  by 
the  increafe  of  knowledge  as  affuredly  as  by  the  in- 
creafe  of  grace . 

Nor  is  this  to  be  conlidered  folely  as  a  dirtant 
object,  or  having  a  limited  relation  to  our  exigence 
in  the  future  world.  Frequently  it  is  realized  in 
the  prefent.  As  far  as  Newton  excelled  more 
humble  fcholars  in  refearches  into  the  laws  of  the 
natural  world,  fo  far  do  many  Chriftian  Philofo- 
phers  furpafs  great  numbers  of  their  brethren, 
foaring  in  intellebtual  enquiries,  as  the  eagle  in  his 
flight  above  the  common  birds  that  perch  upon 
the  branches.  He  truly,  is  a  very  indifferent 
Chriftian  who  wifhes  not  to  improve  in  religious 
knowledge;  and  affords  but  (lender  evidence  of 
the  cordiality  of  his  faith,  when  he  negleda  to  ap¬ 
ply  himfelf  to  the  ftudy  of  the  gofpel,  fo  far  as  his 
means  and  ability  will  admit.  Is  it  not  more  than 
probable,  that  the  happinefs  of  good  men  in  Hea¬ 
ven,  will  be  in  great  proportion  to  the  degrees  of 
theiracquired  knowledge  ofthe  feriptures  on  earth? 
To  this  confideration  it  may  be  added,  that,  next 
to  piety,  there  is  nothing  more  effential  than  know¬ 
ledge,  to  the  tranquility  of  the  believer  in  the  pre- 


fent  life.  By  enriching  his  mind  with  juft  ideas 
of  God,  it  elevates  his  fpirits — preferves  him  from 
the  illufions  of  religious  melancholy  and  defpair — 
fhewshim  in  what  manner  he  muft  live,  and  teach¬ 
es  him  how  to  die,  in  humble  confidence  in  the  re¬ 
demption  of  the  gofpel,  and  in  hope  of  a  glorious 
refurredlion  to  everlafting  joy.  ' 

The  complexion  of  thefe  fentiments,  it  may 
poffibly  be  thought,  is  diflimilar  to  what  was  ex¬ 
hibited  in  the  commencement  of  this  head  of  dif- 
courfe.  In  maintaining  that  the  effential  truths  of 
Chriftianity  were  few  and  plain,  it  feemed  necef- 
fary  however  to  treat  the  fubjecl  in  fome  meafure 
at  large,  and  confider  the  fyftem  of  divine  revela¬ 
tion  in  the  feveral  degrees  of  light  in  which  it  may 
properly  be  viewed,  by  the  different  minds  em¬ 
ployed  in  its  contemplation. 

I  confefs  for  myfeif,  that  I  receive  a  ftrong  im- 
preffion  in  favor  both  of  the  authenticity  and  ex¬ 
cellency  of  the  gofpel,  when  I  find  it  to  contain  a 
fuitable  addrefs  to  men  in  all  conditions  whatever, 
and  to  be  equally  operative  of  the  falvation  of  the 
learned  and  unlearned,  on  the  terms  which  it  de¬ 
fer;  bes.  If  it  were  a  meffage  only  to  the  learned, 
requiring  either  great  time  or  talents  for  the  com- 
prehenfion  of  its  fundamental  principles,  it  could 
not  be  efteemed  to  be  a  univerjal  blelling.  If  to 
the  unlearned  only — that  is,  if  it  included  no  other 
truths  but  what  might  be  fully  perceived  and  un- 
derftood  immediately,  and  by  all  perfons  alike,  it 
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would  feem  to  be  wanting  in  the  fignatures  of  dig¬ 
nity  and  ftrength.  By  accommodating  its  blef- 
fings  to  the  circumftances  of  both,  it  more  fully 
correfponds  with  our  ideas  of  the  benignity  of  its 
author,  and  appears  to  be  eminently  calculated  to 
anfwer  the  defign  for  which  it  was  given,  which  is, 
to  bring  all  the  virtuous,  the  humble  and  the  faith¬ 
ful,  whatever  may  be  their  conditions  in  other  par¬ 
ticulars,  into  a  date  of  favor  with  Heaven,  and  the 
complete  enjoyment  of  eternal  redemption. —Con¬ 
forming  to  this  defign,  we  are  to  conclude,  luffici- 
ent  care  has  been  taken  that  its  primary  dodrines, 
on  the  belief  of  which  the  enjoyment  of  falvation 
depends,  ihould  decidedly  be  within  the  reach  and 
compafs  of  every  rational  mind  to  which  they  are 
addreffed.  Were  the  certainty  of  a  reception  to 
the  divine  favor  and  blefling,  fuppofed  to  turn  ef- 
fentially,  at  any  period  of  the  world,  on  the  de¬ 
grees  of  knowledge  to  be  acquired,  innumerable 
difficulties  would  rife  to  view,  for  which  it  would 
not  be  eafy  to  find  a  folution.  It  might  be  alked, 
how  it  happens  that  this,  by  no  means,  has  been 
a  conftant  or  univerfal  rule?  In  what  manner  then, 
fhall  we  account  for  the  fads,  that  the  ancient  pa¬ 
triarchs  were  faved,  when  they  entertained  very  few 
ideas  refpeding  the  intended  Mefiiah — that  the 
pious  clafs  of  Jews  obtained  acceptance,  though 
their  religious  economy  and  worfhip  was  confef- 
fedly  imperfed — and  that  the  difciples  of  our 
Lord  were  affined  of  his  favor,  when,  until  the 
time  that  he  adually  rofe  from  the  dead,  they  ap« 
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pear  to  have  been  greatly  unacquainted  with  the 
chief  end  of  his  million  into  the  world  ?  In  reali¬ 
ty*  they  are  accounted  for  on  this  obvious  princi¬ 
ple,  and  no  other,  viz,  that  piety  is  before  know¬ 
ledge,  in  the  eftimationof  the  divine  mind;— they 
prove  that,  in  the  plan  of  grace,  devifed  long  be¬ 
fore  the  Mefliah  came,  it  has  uniformly  been  the 
objeft  to  which  the  Almighty  has  had  a  primary 
refpedl  in  the  difiribution  of  his  favors— they  con¬ 
firm  us  in  the  ientiment,  that  the  fame  degrees  of 
piety,  in  every  age,  will  be  accepted ; — the  conclu- 
fion  we  are  to  draw  from  all  which  is,  that  the  be- 
liet  of  what  is  neceffary  to  falvation,  according  to 
tne  goipel  fcheme,  is  perfectly  attainable  by  every 
humble,  line  ere,  and  enquiring  mind. 

This  brings  me  to  obferve,  in  the  laft  place,  that 
the  certainty  of  each  periods  attaining  the  degree 
of  knowledge  which  is  eflential  to  falvation,  is 
confirmed  by  the  explicit  promifes  made  in  the 
gofpel,  to  this  effeft. 

Of  this  nature  is  the  text.  In  a  direct  view,  it 
is  a  promife  that  all  good  people,  who  do  the  will 
of  God,  (hall  know  whether  the  feriptures  are  from 
Heaven,  or  not.  But  furely  no  perfon  will  be  rea¬ 
dy  to  allow  the  influence  of  piety  in  directing  to 
the  dilcovery  of  the  authenticity  of  the  feriptures, 
and  yet  deny  the  fame  influence  in  promoting  an 
acquaintance  with  the  leading  articles  which  they 
contain. 

There  are,  however,  many  paffages  of  the  New 
Teftament  in  which  the  knowledge  of  the  truth ,  is 
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exprefsly  promifed  by  our  Saviour,  through  the 
teaching  of  the  holy  fpirit.  It  mud  be  conf-ded 
that  the  greated  part  of  thefe  have  an  appropria¬ 
ted  reference  to  the  apodles  of  our  Lord,  by  whom 
the  New  Tedament  was  written,  when  they  were 
miraculoudy  infpired.  In  many  of  them  theie 
are,  notvvithdanding,  perfpicuous  intimations  to 
private  Chridians  univerfally,  that  if  they  apply 
to  God,  with  proper  difpofitions,  he  will  teach 
them  what  is  needful.  Not  that  they  are  to  ex¬ 
pert  a  communication  of  knowledge,  in  the  intu¬ 
itive  or  miraculous  manner  which  was  experienc¬ 
ed  by  the  apodles.  Vad  midakes,  it  is  well  known, 
have  often  exided  in  the  Chridian  world,  on  this 
fubjeci;  nor  have  examples  been  wanting  of  dif¬ 
ferent  fedaries  in  religion,  as  well  as  different  per- 
fons,  who  have  equally  fuppofed  themfelves  to 
have  been  taught  by  the  fpirit,  when  the  dodrines 
they  have  profeffed  to  maintain  under  this  inft ruc¬ 
tion,  have  been  wholly  contradidory  of  each  other. 

But  admitting  the  affections,  as  wre  have  alrea¬ 
dy  feen,  to  have  an  induence  on  the  human  judg¬ 
ment,  and  in  great  degree,  to  direct  the  views  of 
the  underftanding,  it  appears  to  be  perfectly  con- 
fonant  to  reafon,  as  it  furely  is  to  revelation,  that 
the  improvement  of  the  mind  in  religious  fciencc, 
ihould  follow  as  the  natural  confequence  of  its  im¬ 
provement  in  moral  virtue.  Without  judging, 
therefore,  of  the  particular  degree*  in  which  the 
private  Chriftian  may  expedt  the  aids  of  the  fpirit, 
to  illuminate  and  confirm  him  in  the  belief  of  the 
VOL.  II.  P 
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utli,  I  conceive  the  fad  m  general,  may  be  plea d- 
ed  for  on  the  fame  principle,  that  we  admit  the 
landification  of  every  believer’s  heart  to  be  through 
the  good  will,  and  animating  power  of  that  God 
who,  as  he  governs  in  the  kingdoms  of  providence 
and  nature,  according  to  the  wifeft  laws,  and  in 
perfed  harmony  with  the  moral  agency  of  his 
u  jcds,  has  an  indubitable  right  to  govern,  in  the 
iame  manner,  in  the  great  and  glorious  kingdom 

/.faCy;;  Enc°urag^d  by  this  thought.  If  any  man 
luck  wfdom ,  let  him.  afk  of  God,  who  give tb  to  all  men 

liberally,  and  upbraideth  not;  and  it  Jhall  be  given  to 

* 


.  HavinS  thus  endeavored  to  explain  the  dodrine 
in  the  text,  and  iiluftrate  the  principles  on  which 
it  is  founded,  there  are  now  feveral  dedudions 
which  come  to  view,  on  account  of  their  intimate 
connexion  with  the  fubjed;  to  which,  will  you 
permit  me,  in  the  following  part  of  the  difcourfe, 
to  requeft  your  candid  attention. 

Tncfr/l  is,  tnat  as  every  man,  agreeably  to  com¬ 
mon  conlent,  is  accountable  to  Almighty  God 
for  his  moral  affedions — fo,  for  the  fame  reafons 

he  is  accountable  to  him,  for  his  religious  fenti- 
ments  and  opinions. 

I  am  well  aware  that  this  alfertion  is  difconfo- 
nant  to  the  prevailing  belief  of  many  perfons,  at 
the  prefent  time.  It  has  become  falhionable’  to 
(peak  of  it,  as  a  matter  of  little  confequence,  what 
our  religious  fentiments  are,  or  whether  we  have 
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any,  or  none.  The  fpirit  of  free  enquiry,  and 
right  of  private  judgment,  it  is  to  be  hoped,  will 
ever  be  maintained  in  this  country,  among  the  in¬ 
violable  and  facred  blellings,  which  belong  to  man. 
If  fuch  a  wifh,  however,  beguile  us  into  the  fup- 
pofition,  that  the  great  author  of  truth,  after  giv¬ 
ing  us  a  revelation,  is  quite  indifferent  in  regard 
to  our  opinions  refpedting  it,  we  certainly  offer 
him  a  great  affront,  and  turn  our  liberty  into  dan¬ 
gerous  licentioufnefs. 

Should  it  be  here  enquired,  how  far,  as  Chrifti- 
ans,  we  mud  really  agree,  and  in  what  particular 
points  of  dodlrine  it  may  be  fafe  to  differ,  it  is  rea¬ 
dily  acknowledged  that  no  explicit  anfwer  can  be 
given  to  fuch  a  queftion.  In  afcertaining  what 
belongs  to  the  Chriftian  character,  there  are  a  va¬ 
riety  ofcircumftances  to  be  confidered,  far  above 
the  reach  of  any  human  fkill,  and  fitly  to  be  judg¬ 
ed  of^  by  God  alone.  That  a  great  diverfity  of 
religious  fentiments  may  happen  in  the  Chriftian 
world,  in  perfedt  agreement  with  a  ftate  of  real 
virtue  in  the  minds  of  their  various  abettors,  is 
evinced  by  what  often  occurs  among  men,  who 
are  remarkably  eminent  for  their  piety,  genius, 
and  clofe  application  to  the  ftudy  of  divine  truth. 
Undoubtedly  we  have  remarked  that  there  are 
thoufands  of  other  perfons,  who,  through  various 
means,  may  be  faid  to  be  ftriddy  paffive  in  the  a- 
doption  of  their  opinions;  and  owing  to  the  im¬ 
becility,  and  not  the  badnefs  of  their  minds,  are 
more  properly  to  be  compared  to  certain  curious 


machines  defigned  to  be  adted  on,  than  to  the 
agents  who  are  employed  to  put  them  into  motion. 
True  candor,  therefore,  will  always  incline  us  to 
make  great  allowances  for  our  difagreements  in 
religious  dodhines.  It  is  not  fuppofed,  by  any 
thing  which  has  been  advanced,  that  abfolute  de¬ 
merit  is,  in  all  cafes,  aiTociated  with  the  errors  of 
our  creed.  The  fingle  point  profeffedly  main¬ 
tained,  is  the  refponfibility  to  which  we  are  fub- 
jedt  before  the  Almighty,  for  our  fentiments  in 
religion,  whatever  they  may  be — a  point  which 
cannot  readily  be  denied  whilft  we  believe  in  re¬ 
velation  ;  for  if,  according  to  its  exprefs  language, 
we  are  to  give  an  account  for  all  the  thoughts  and 
words  which  relate  to  our  common  dealings  in 
human  life,  and  our  intercourfe  with  men,  furely 
it  is  as  confonant  to  facred  truth  and  reafon,  that 
we  fhoyld  render  the  fame  account  for  thofe 
thoughts  or  fentiments,  which  have  relation  to  the 
more  important  article  of  our  religion,  or,  as  it 
may  be  termed,  our  intercourfe  with  God, 

And  let  it  be  remarked,  that  this  refponiibility 
becomes  more  truly  important,  when  the  dodtrines 
on  which  we  pafs  opinion,  are  clearly  among  the 
dlentials  in  religion.  As  thefe  are  few,  it  may  be 
thought  perhaps,  that,  with  thofe  who  believe  in 
Chriftianity,  there  is  but  little  danger  that  they 
will  ever  be  denied.  In  a  diredt  and  proielied 
manner,  they  are  indeed,  lefs  frequently  brought 
into  difpute,  than  any  others.  May  it  not,  how¬ 
ever,  be  made  a  very  ferious  queftion,  whether  by 
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the  conftruCtions  fometimes  annexed,  or  the  arti¬ 
cles  either  maintained  or  denied  to  belong  to  them, 
they  are  not  often  as  virtually  given  up,  as  by  a 
pofitive  and  entire  renunciation?  The  human 
mind,  often  dazzled  by  the  falfe  colorings  of  de¬ 
ception,  is  fubjed  perhaps  to  no  greater  evil  than 
that  of  deceiving  itfelf.  Every  palpable  denial  ol 
truth  is,  at  once,  perceived  to  be  dangerous. 
Where  a  genuine  doCtrine  is  difrelifhed,  the  abili¬ 
ties  of  men  are  fully  equal  to  the  invention  of  fo- 
phiflical  arguments  to  depreciate  or  counteract  it, 
which  bearing,  in  lome  particulars,  the  lemolance 
of  truth,  operate  like  magic  influence  on  the  minds 
of  the  inventors,  producing  a  kind  of  convidtion 
that  they  are,  in  fadt,  engaged  in  fupporting  and 
railing  it  to  honor.  How  often  has  the  work  of 
mediation  by  Jefus  Chrift,  been  fo  treated  of,  by 
falfe  reafoning,  as  in  effeCt  to  ftamp  on  our  Savi¬ 
our  the  charader  of  a  minifter  of  fin — the  article 
of  juftification  by  faith,  been  explained  in  fuch  a 
method,  as  by  implication  to  countenance  a  real 
laxnefs  in  morals — and  the  gofpel  itfelf,  confider- 
ed  as  containing  what  may  emphatically  be  called 
the  doCtrines  of  grace,  been  denied  this  its  diltin- 
guilhing  ‘glory,  when,  whatever  might  appear  to 
-be  the  cafe  confequentially ,  it  would  be -difficult  to 
affix  on  the  abettors  of  thefe  explanations,  the  di¬ 
rect  renunciation  of  any  one  of  its  fundamental 
truths? — Making,  therefore,  all  the  proper  allow¬ 
ances  which  charity  fuggefts,  I  imagine  it  muft  be 
granted,  without  referve,  that  the  corruption  of  the 
human  heart ,  has  a  vafl  influence  in  the  production  of 
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aujal/e  creeds  on  the, fubje£I  of  religion.  The  tael  is 
that  in  whatever  mftances  the  opinions  of  men 
are  the  refult  or  offspring  of  their  affections,  they 
roay,  fo  far,  be  faid  to  form  a  part  of  their  moral 

c  aradters— occupying,  in  this  refpecl,  the  fame 

p.ace  with  their  actions,  which  however  indifferent, 
if  coniidered  abftradtedly  from  the  motives,  yet,  J 
in  aim  off  ad  caffs  they  naturally  refult  from  them 
are  therefore,  without  any  fcruple,  acknowledged' 
to  be  the  proper  objedts  of  praife  or  blame. 


.  N°r  iet  1C  be  thought  that  thefe  ideas  concern¬ 
ing  the  future  refponfibility  of  mankind  for  the 
artic.es  of  their  creed,  apply  not  with  equal  force 
to  thofe  who  even  boaft  in  having  no  eftablifned 
fentiments  of  any  kind.  In  former  centuries,  the 
contention  in  the  Chriffian  world  was  for  points 
or  orthodoxy.  One  extreme  is  often  followed  by 
another.  At  prefent,  the  prevailing  excefs  feems 
to  be  for  candor  and  liberality.  There  is  a  fpirit 
of  candor,  which  is  in  pure  conformity  with  the 
gofpel :  It  is  the  produdl  of  refined — of  humble, 
and  of  virtuous  love.  There  is  a  falfe  fpecies  of 
it,  profelling  equal  regard  for  the  different  fyftems 
of  religious  opinions,  but  generated  in  the  want  of 
proper  regard  for  any.  It  is  the  candor  of  the 
vacant  and  unftable  mind — afraid  explicitly  to  re¬ 
nounce  the  trutn,  but  too  indolent  to  examine  it _ 

uniting  complacency  in  the  Deiff,  as  well  as  in  the 
believer  in  the  Chriftian  fyftem,  and  to  be  ac¬ 
counted  for,  hereafter,  on  the  fame  principles  with 
infidelity  itfelf. 
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This  leads  me  ferioufly  to  alk,  whether  there  is 
any  plea,  on  which  the  profeiTed  Deift,  can  reft  a 
comfortable  hope  of  judicial  acceptance  or  excufe 
before  his  judge,  on  fuppofition  he  is  in  an  error? 
If  the  fcriptures  be  of  divine  original,  it  is  to  be 
inferred  that  they  contain  all  thofe  evidences  of 
their  authenticity,  which  though  they  were  not  in¬ 
tended  to  enforce  belief,  yet,  in  the  circumftances 
of  mankind,  are  fufficient  to  produce  it,  in  the  en¬ 
quiring  and  uncorrupted  mind.  Whatever  apolo¬ 
gies,  therefore,  may  be  offered  for  the  falibility  of 
the  human  judgment,  certainly  it  muft  be  a  very 
folemn  proofs,  when  at  the  appearance  of  the 
judge,  enquiry  is  made  concerning  the  faith,  as 
well  as  the  condud  of  men,  and  the  infidel  muft 
ftand  confefied  as  one,  who,  by  renouncing  the 
gofpel,  has  impeached  the  wifdom  of  the  Saviour 
in  not  giving  fufficient  proof,  as  the  allegation  im¬ 
plies,  of  his  million  from  the  father — denied  his 
goodnefs  in  undertaking  the  office  of  a  redeemer 
and  difowned  the  grace,  which  to  the  aftonifhment 
of  the  affembled  univerfe,  will  now  be  known  to 

be  the  power  of  God,  to  the  everlafting  falvaticn 

Qi  his  faints. 

Th cfecond  remark  which  I  fhall  make,  in  con- 
fequence  of  its  relation  to  the  fubjed  ofdifcourfe 
is  this— that  whatever  value  is  to  be  put  on  a  good 
creed,  or  fyftem  of  religious  affedions,  the  prefer¬ 
ence,  without  controverfy,  is  ever  to  be  given  to 
the  pious  regulation  of  the  heart. 
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The  regulation  of  the  heart  is  of  the  firft  im¬ 
portance,  becaufe  it  frequently  goes  before  our 
fentiments,  and  greatly  governs  in  their  final 
choice.  It  is  of  the  firft  importance,  becaufe,  if 
our  fentiments  were  wholly  true,  they  would  do 
nothing  to  recommend  us  to  the  favor  of  the  Al¬ 
mighty,  on  the  gofpel  plan,  without  the  addition 
of  this  moft  excellent  ingredient.  A  great  mea- 
fure  of  purity  in  dodtrine  may  a  rife  from  adventi¬ 
tious  circumftances  :  Poffibly,  it  may  be  the  mere 
effedt  of  education :  But  purity  of  mind,  muft  be 
the  effedt  of  an  higher  caufe,  even  the  love  of  God, 
experienced  in  its  fpirituality  and  power.  It  is 
eafy  for  any  perfon  to  avow  and  talk  highly  of  or¬ 
thodoxy,  when  the  motives  may  be  altogether  un¬ 
worthy  the  Chriftian  and  the  man.  It  is  not  fo 
eafy  to  exprefs  the  internal  graces  of  religion,  and 
in  life  as  well  as  converfation,  to  recommend  the 
gofpel,  by  the  lovely  and  energetic  exhibition  of 

its  charms. 


Should  we  apply  thefe  fentiments  to  a  great  part 
of  the  hiftory  of  mankind,  efpecially  in  former 
ages  of  the  world,  what  indubitable,  and  alas!  in 
many  cafes,  what  melancholy  evidence  fhould  we 
receive  of  their  truth  !  Of  all  the  evils  which  have 
difturbed  the  peace  and  happinefs  of  fociety,  none 
have  been  more  pregnant,  than  the  influence  of 
profeffed  orthodoxy,  deftitute  of  true  religion. 
To  this  has  been  owing  the  rife  oi  dungeons,  and 
racks,  and  gradual  fires  for  heretics  in  one  w  ord, 
of  the  inquifition  itfelf,  that  engine  of  cruelty  in 
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the  extreme,  with  horror  plumed  on.its  head.  We 
{ hall  never,  it  may  be,  have  imputed  to  us  the  per¬ 
petration  of  the  fame  adions;  but  it  will  be  well 
to  remember  that,  at  leaf!  in  fome  degree,  the  fame 
unhallowed  paflions  may  at  an  unguarded  time, 
find  admiflion  into  our  breads,  though  we  are  rea¬ 
dy  now  fo  heartily  to  condemn  them.  In  the  fludy 
of  human  nature,  have  we  not  ofterrobferved  that 
there  is  the  pride  of  opinion,  as  well  as  of  rank  or 
fortune,  which,  like  other  fpecies  of  this  vice,  in 
many  circumftances,  produces  diftance  between 
man  and  man,  engendering  mental,  though  it  may 
not  arife  to  open  or  declared  ftrife. 

Unhappy  is  it,  when  this  pride  is  connected 
with  the  fubjed  of  religion.  He  who,  Pharifee 
like,  is  puffed  up  from  the  apprehenfions  of  his  or¬ 
thodoxy,  is  expofed  to  the  moft  imminent  danger. 
Indulging  the  paffion  under  the  pretext  of  a  virtue, 
the  means  of  detection  are  confequently  taken  a- 
way.  The  fafcination  becomes  powerful,  through 
the  effedt  of  indulgence;  and  the  fecret  hints  of 
reafon,are  overborne  by  the  more  agreeable  fuggef- 
tions,  arifing  from  vanity  and  felf-applaufe.— 
With  the  wife  and  religious  man,  no  employment 
therefore,  will  be  judged  of  more  importance,  than 
that  of  a  careful  infpediion  into  the  ftate  and  tem¬ 
per  of  his  mind.  He  will  wifh  ardently  to  im¬ 
prove  in  the  knowledge  of  truth;  but  he  will  wilh 
more  to  improve  in  holinefs  and  conformity  to  the 
will  of  Heaven.  He  will  be  delirous,  at  proper 

times,  and  in  a  proper  manner,  even  to  contend 
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earneftly  for  the  faith,  once  delivered  to  the  faints ; 
but  he  will  confider  it  a  more  glorious  conteff, 
the  object  of  which  is  the  enlargement  of  the  vir¬ 
tues  of  the  heart ; — more  glorious,  becaufe  more  op- 
pofed  to  the  corrupt  paffions  of  human  nature — 
improving  the  mind  to  better  purpofc,  in  fenti- 
ments  of  humility — increafing  its  capacity  for  dif- 
cernment,  and  exalting  it  to  God.  Engaged  in 
fuch  a  combat,  he  will  enjoy  a  world  of  pleafures, 
undifcoverable  by  the  felf-righteous,  and  the  proud 
will  more  eafily  learn,  what  are  the  pure  afFedH- 
ons,  as  well  as  practical  duties,  which  he  owes  his 
fellow-men  and  fellow-chriftians — and,  in  fine, 
will  know  of  the  doctrine  of  Chrift,  which,  com¬ 
ing  from  God,  will  appear  every  way,  to  be  wor¬ 
thy  of  him,  and  truly  divine. 

As  an  improvement  of  the  paft  difeourfe,  let  us 
reflect  on  the  importance  of  examining  the  ferip- 
tures,  with  ferioufnefs  and  impartiality. 

It  is  not  only  obfervable  that  true  ferioufnefs, 
in  conjunction  with  piety,  is  an  affiftant  in  acquir¬ 
ing  the  knowledge  of  moral  truth,  but  by  recipro¬ 
cal  influence,  the  knowledge  of  moral  truth  is  in 
like  manner  an  auxiliary  in  the  progreffion  of  real 
piety.  Crediting  the  New  Tefiamenr,  the  time 
was,  when  the  Son  of  God  appeared  in  a  humble 
form  on  earth,  as  a  teacher  of  the  truth,  and  wasdef- 
pifed  and  rejected  of  men,  for  no  other  reafon  than 
that  he  declared  it.  This  was  occafioned  by  their 
want  of  piety.  The  time  will  be,  when  the  fame 
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perfonage  will  appear  again,  but  in  a  very  different 
manner,  and  the  evidences  in  favor  of  his  doc¬ 
trines  will  be  fo  highly  exalted,  as  that  whether  we 
are  deficient  in  piety  or  not,  we  fhall  be  utterly 
unable  to  withftand  them. 

If  like  the  Jews,  we  have  difcredited  his  inftruc- 
tions — palTed  contempt  upon  his  crols,  and  refufed 
his  love,  with  what  juftice  may  that  energetic  lan¬ 
guage  apply,  which  he  once  delivered  on  earth, . 
for  our  admonition,  Whofoever  therefore  Jhall  be 
ajhamed  of  me}  and  of  my  zvords ,  in  this  adulterous  and 
Jinful  generation^  of  him  alfo  fhall  the  Son  of  Man  be 
ajhamed ,  when  he  cometh  in  the  glory  of  his  father \ 
with  the  holy  angels ? — -But  if  we  have  fludied  his 
gofpel — underwood  its  dodlrines,  and  relifhed  its 
truths,  the  fecond  advent  of  our  Saviour  will  be 
the  grand  era  to  introduce  us  unto  glory.  We 
fnall  then  be  inftruCted  to  more  advantage  than 
our  prefent  humble  fitiiation  can  poffibly  admit— 
the  doCirines  we  have  here  begun  to  admire,  will 
unfold  themfelves  to  our  intellectual  capacities, 
in  their  higheft  energy  and  beauty— our  rapture 
will  be  in  proportion  to  our  augmented  knowledge, 
and  our  piety  receive  additional  ftrength  from  our 
perception  of  refined  truth. — Oh !  glorious  and  re- 
fplendent  day,  which  will  introduce  us  as  the  citi¬ 
zens  of  Heaven — advance  us  to  the  company  of 
angels — of  them  to  be  informed  of  the  perfections 
of  their  divine  author — with  them  to  converfe  on 
the  nature  of  his  works  and  word,  and  in  theif 
mode,  unite  in  the  celebration  of  his  love ! 
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Then  fhall  we  find  that  our  prefent  reverence 
for  truth  and  defire  of  improvement,  will  be  gra¬ 
tified  above  our  mod  fanguine  hopes.  Admitted 
into  the  celeftial  paradife,  we  flj]  no  longer  be 
abfent  from  the  Saviour;  but  approaching  his 
throne,  or  walking  with  him  by  the  fide  of  living 
fountains  of  water,  lhall  be  taught  the  fublime 
dodlrines  of  Chriftian  philofophy  from  his  own 
lips,  whilft  wrapt  in  admiration  at  his  words,  we 
ftiall,  at  folemn  feafons,  unite  with  thoufands,  and 
ten  thoufand  times  ten  thoufand  of  like  happy  be- 
ings,  faying,  BleJJing,  and  honor,  and  glory,  and  power 
be  unto  him  that  fitteth  upon  the  throne ,  and  to  the 
lamb,  for  ever  and  ever.  Amen. 
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P  R  o  v.  xxvii.  21. 

As  the  fining  pot  for  filver,  and  the  furnace  for  gold, 
fo  is  a  man  to  his  praife. 


Hr  H  E  various  paffions  implanted  in  human 
nature,  are  neceffary  to  animate  the  foul,  in 
the  fervice  of  God,  and  our  generation.  In  a  Hate 
of  innocency,  there  was  no  danger  of  undue  di- 
redion,  or  inordinate  ufe.  Since  the  entrance  of 
fin,  true  religion  claims  the  office  of  regulating  the 
paffions,  by  exhibiting  fuitable  objeds  for  their  ex- 
ercife,  and  wholefome  rules  for  reftraint.  The 
poet  fung  ‘  love  of  fame  the  univerfal  paffion.' 
The  wifeft  of  mere  men  beheld  this  principle  in 
human  nature;  he  faw  the  effed  of  praife  upon 
mankind. 

Our  text  is  a  rule,  grounded  upon  the  obferva- 
ble  effed  of  it  upon  man — a  refined  rule  for  trial 
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of  our  true  moral  character,  or  religious  ftate, 
drawn  in  grandeur  of  file,  and  eaftern  drefs.  A 
rule,  when  underftood,  as  profitable  for  the  lowed 
Chriftian,  as  for  the  monarch  on  tfyc  throne. 

Tne  text  may  be  literally  rendered,  a  fining  pot 
xor  fiiver,  and  a  furnace  for  gold,  and  a  man  to  the 
mouth  of  his  praife.  I  he  moral  inftruCtion  here 
cefigned,  may  thus  be  expreffed — The  conduct  of 
men,  in  regard  of  their  praife,  may  be  as  fure  trial 
of  their  moral  and  religious  character,  as  the  fin¬ 
ing  pot  is  of  filver,  and  the  furnace  of  gold.  Since 
this  is  evidently  defigned  for  religious  inftruCtion, 
in  a  virtuous  and  holy  life,  or  reproof  to  the  un¬ 
godly,  it  becomes  neceflaiy,  to  determine  with 
precifion,  what  the  writer  intended  by  a  man's 
praife — ^and  what  will  be  the  conduct  of  perfons 
of  different  moral  characters  upon  the  beftowment 
of  their  praife.  The  reafon  alfo,  why  praife  has 
this  different  effeCt,  on  perfons  of  different  moral 
characters — Whence  the  certainty  of  this  rule  will 
appear. 

By  praife  underfland,  not  the  plaudit  of  indivU 
duals,  or  of  the  multitude,  for  aCtions  which  they, 
and  all  who  hear,  judge  highly  unworthy  of  com¬ 
mendation,  fpoken  in  the  tone  of  farcaftic  irony. 
This  may  have  as  different  effeCt  upon  perfons,  as 
they  have  different  conceptions.  Some  are  con¬ 
founded  by  it;  others  held  in  fufpence  whether  it 
were  defigned  for  raillery,  or  applaufe.  Others 
may  be  filled  with  refentment,  thinking  the  man- 
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tie  of  charity  much  more  cfivine -than  fuch  coals  of 
juniper . 

Neither  by  praife,  are  we  to  underfiand,  that 
given  by  miftake,  as  when  another’s  conduct  is  ig¬ 
norantly,  yet  innocently  aferibed  to  us,  with  the 
praife  of  his  commendable  behavior.  Perfons 
confcious  fuch  praife  belongs  not  to  them,  are  not 
tried  by  it.  The  text  faith  not,  Jo  is  a  man  to  an¬ 
other’s  praife . 

By  a  man’s  praife,  we  are  to  underhand,  real  un¬ 
feigned  praife,  bellowed  for  actions  or  conduct 
commendable  in  the  fight  of  men — ufeful  to  com¬ 
munity.  Many  actions  are  materially  good,  which 
however  proceed  not  from  an  heart  right  with 
God. 

Were  no  other  than  fuch  ever  made  the  fubjecl 
mattei  of  praile,  theie  had  been  no  ground  for  this 
refined  lule  of  ti ml—  no  praife  ot  men,  without  the 
concurrent  praife  of  God;  unlefs  by  mere  miftake, 
which  comes  not  within  the  meaning  of  this  rule. 
Praife  may  be  given  by  men  for  actions  which 
may  not  leceive,  well  done  good  and  faithful  fervant, 
from  the  righteous  judge.  Lhe  Lord  feeth  not  as 
man  fee  th  ;  for  man  looketh  on  the  outward  appearance , 
but  the  Lord  looketh  on  toe  heart .  Praife  for  actions, 
which  have  a  beneficent  afpedt  on  community, 
anfwers  valuable  purpofes;  but  if  a  man’s  praife, 
for  fuch  actions  only  as  are  virtuous,  ferve  as  the 
fining  pot  for  fiver,  and  the  furnace  for  gold,  fondnefs 
of  the  pi  e  ife  of  men,  would  be  one  of  the  bell  evi- 
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dences  of  a  right  to  enter  in  through  the  gates  into 
the  city :  which  yet  is  fo  far  from  being  an  evidence 
of  a  right  to  the  tree  of  life,  that  it  becomes,  in 
fome  inftances,  an  effectual  hindrance  to  faith  in 
j  c fu s  Chrift.  blow  can  ye  believe ,  zvhich  receive 
honor  one  of  another,  andjeek  not  the  honor  that  cometh 
from  God  only  ?  All  of  us,  then,  whether  godly  or 
ungodly,  may  have  our  praife,  which  afcribed  to 
us,  will  have  the  fame  effed  as  the  fining  pot  has 
on  metals,  which  have  the  appearance  of  filver, 
and  the  furnace  on  thofe  which  have  the  appear¬ 
ance  of  gold.  Therefore,  to  obferve  how  a  man 

is  to  his  praife,  is  a  matter  of  fericus  importance 
to  every  foul  of  man. 

Let  us,  therefore,  confider  the  condud  of  per— 
foils  of  different  moral  charaders,  when  their 
praife  is  given  them.  Behold  a  perfon  of  real  un¬ 
feigned  piety,  under  the  beftowment  of  his  praife 
due  from  men.  His  praife  refines  him,  as  the  fin¬ 
ing  pot  does  filver — renders  him  thankful  to  God 
for  a  good  name  among  men.  Gratitude  firft  lifts 
up  his  foul  to  God ;  for  a  good  name  is  better  than  pre¬ 
cious  ointment.  He  receives  it  as  a  talent  bellowed, 
whereby  he  is  enabled  to  do  more  fervice  for  God, 
and  become  more  extenfively  ufeful  to  mankind. 
He  is  animated  in  his  labors,  he  becomes  more 
zealous  in  the  caufe  of  truth,  that  his  talent  be  not 
wrapped  in  a  napkin.  He  becomes  ftudious,  to 
behave  wifely  in  the  fear  of  God,  that  he  may  be 
the  fubjed  of  that  bleffed  fentence,  well  done  good 
and  faithful fervanl.  Praife  to  a  righteous  foul  will 
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render  it  ferioufly  inquifitive,  whether  its  condud 
really  deferves  praife — the  praife  not  of  men  only, 
but  of  God  alfo.  Such  will  improve  the  praife  of 
men,  bellowed  on  them,  to  render  them  more  e- 
mulous  of  that  praife  infinitely  more  precious. 
He  is  a  Jew ,  which  is  one  inwardly :  and  circumcifi- 
on  is  that  of  the  heart ,  in  the  fpirit ,  and  not  in  the  let¬ 
ter;  whofe  praife  is  not  of  men,  but  of  God.  Praife 
bellowed  on  the  righteous  produces  humility. 
Senfible  that  great  imperfections  attend  their  belt 
fervices,  even  fuch  as  men  may  applaud;  they  yet 
remember,  when  they  have  done  all ,  they  are  but  un¬ 
profitable  fervants.  Such  fear,  left  the  praife  of 
men  Ihould  move  them  from  their  guard — make 
them  vain  in  the  fight  of  God,  and  render  them 
undeferving  his  favor.  Praife  therefore  renders 
them  more  watchful  againft  every  thing  which 
might  give  juft  offence  to  God,  or  man.  Their 
defire  and  prayer  to  God  is,  that  their  path  may 
Jkine  more  and  more  unto  the  perfebl  day. 

i  raife  tenders  the  righteous  refpedful  toward 
thofe  who  beftow  it.  True  gratitude  is  found  in 
God’s  children,  if  any  where,  among  men.  Gra¬ 
cious  fouls  rejoice  to  requite  a  kind  difpofition  to- 
v,  .ud  them.  In  an  evil  world,  where  there  is  much 
lirife  of  tongues,  where  many  delight  more  in  re¬ 
viling,  than  bleffing,  it  difeovers  a  kind  difpofition 
to  reward  virtuous  adions,  with  their  juft  praife. 

The  righteous  view  this,  as  a  demand  upon 
tneir  gratitude.  1  he  righteous,  when  modeftly 
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commended  for  good,  merciful,  and  beneficent 
actions,  become  moie  diligent  to  improve  in  well¬ 
doing,  that  they  may  anfwer  the  expectation  of 
their  friends,  the  honorable  of  the  earth,  but  efpe- 
cially  of  God,  who  requires  us  to  be  perfect,  as  he 
is  pei  feet.  It  is  a  part  of  Chrifhan  attainment  to 
approve  ourfelves  by  good  report,  as  well  as  evil 
report — to  acquire  the  maftery  of  ourfelves  fo,  as 
to  oe  able  to  pafs  through  good  report,  without 
being  vainly  puffed  up  thereby.  It  is  the  whole- 
fome  inftruCtion  of  an  infpired  apoftle,  to  every 
man  among  you,  not  to  think  of  himfelf  more  highly  than 
he  ought  to  think ;  but  to  think  foberly ,  according  as  God 
hath  dealt  to  every  man  the  meafure  of  faith.  Thus 
praife  ferves  to  refine  the  righteous  in  Chriftian 
virtues,  and  makes  him  fhine  as  gold  purified  in 
the  furnace.  He  is  lead  to  faithful  examination 
of  his  own  condudt,  that  he  may  rejedt  all  which 
would  be  found  to  be  wood,  hay  and Jlubble.  He  is 
felicitous  to  caft  out  every  thing,  which,  upon  tri¬ 
al,  is  found  to  be  but  mere  drofs.  His  praife, 
through  grace,  eventually  purges  out  much,  which 
would  otherwife  have  been  burnt  at  the  laft  day. 
Praife  to  a  righteous  man  is  a  fiery  trial,  where  he 
needs  humility  and  fober  thoughts.  It  is  a  fur¬ 
nace,  in  which  every  grace  will  be  needed  to  fup- 
port  a  finning  character.  There  is  great  danger 
left  vanity  be  kindled;  for  remainders  of  corrup¬ 
tion  await  the  children  of  God,  in  this  imported: 
ftate.  Humility,  prayer,  fober  thinking,  and 
watchfulnefs,  will  help  him  to  endure  the  trial. 


As  the  furnace  for  gold,  fo  is  a  man  to  the  mouth 
of  his  praife. 

Not  fo  is  it  with  the  ungodly.  Praife  bellowed 
on  him  renders  him  vain,  felf-confident,  and  felf- 
conceited.  His  praife  puffs  him  up  with  pride. 
He  becomes  haughty  and  infolent  toward  all  who 
negletft  to  offer  the  incenfe  of  his  praife.  He 
views  himfelf  exalted  upon  the  pinnacle  of  honor, 
above  the  attainments  of  any  of  his  equals,  worthy 
to  tecefve,  honor  and  applaufe,  from  all  around 
him.  Inftead  of  continuing  patiently  in  the  way 
of  well-doing,  feeking  glory,  honor,  and  immorta¬ 
lity,  he  is  impatient,  when  airy  neglect  to  found 
the  trumpet  of  his  praiie.  His  heart,  bound  up 
in  telf-applaufe  in  the  honor  that  cometh  from 
man,  becomes  infenfibie  to  the  honor  that  cometh 
from  God  only.  Self-applaufe  is  the  idol  of  his 
foul;  and  he  efleems  every  one  greatly  wanting  in 
duty,  who  refufes  to  dow  tne  knee,  or  who  with¬ 
holds  this  grateful  incenfe.  He  efteeros  one  com¬ 
mendable  action,  fully  fufficient  to  cover  a  multi¬ 
tude  of  fins.  He  thinks  not  of  continuing  pati¬ 
ently  in  the  way  of  well-doing;  or  fhould  a  few 
other  inftances  be  found,  where  praife  may  be  giv¬ 
en  him,  this  is  all  his  falvation,  and  all  his  defire. 
Jealous  of  his  honor,  he  is  impatient  to  hear  ano¬ 
ther  praifed,  left  his  glory  ihould  be  eclipfed  there¬ 
by.  Should  his  praife  be  founded  on  as  high  a  key 
as  Herod’s  was-//  is  the  voice  of  God  and  not 
of  a  man;  neither  would  he  be  concerned  to  eive 
God  the  glory.  The  language  of  his  heart  when 


contemplating  his  praife,  is  in  the  very  fpirit  of 
that  proud  monarch.  Is  not  this  gnat  Babylon  that 
1  Dave  built  for  the  houfe  of  the  kingdom ,  by  the  miff 
of  my  power ,  and  for  the  honor  of  my  majefty?  Defti- 
tute  of  humility,  and  void  of  thankfulnefs  to 
the  God  of  ail  his  mercies,  praife  tries  him,  proves 
him,  and  Geffreys  him. 

Perfons  of  this  character  become  carelefs — re¬ 
gard  lei  s  of  the  praife  of  God*  The  praife  of  men 
is  the  grand  prize  of  their  ambitious  purfuit.  This 
is  their  idol.  To  this  they  bow  the  knee.  Plere 
they  red,  This  is  their  chief  good.  They  have 
obtained  their  higheft  wifh.  Their  dependance 
hence  forward  is,  upon  the  applaufe  already  receiv¬ 
ed,  to  gain  them  influence  with  the  multitude. 
Negligence,  floth  and  careleflhefs  come  upon  them,, 
A  fuppofed  fuperiority  over  others,  and  envy  to¬ 
ward  fuch  as  (hare  a  larger  portion,  render  them 
haughty  and  infolent.  Their  condudt,  at  the 
mouth  of  praife,  fhews  them  light  as  chaff,  and 
viler  than  drofs ;  reprobate  Jiher  Jhall  men  call 
them .  Praifing  them,  confumes  the  little  appear¬ 
ance  of  fomething  commendable.  Praifing  per¬ 
fons  for  fuch  condud  as  is  praife-worthy,  is  an  ef¬ 
fectual  way  to  difeover  the  principle  whereby  they 
are  influenced.  By  attention  to  the  operation  of 
our  own  minds  at  the  mouth  of  praife,  we  may  as 
certainly  difeover  whether  we  are  gold  or  diver,  or 
but  mere  drofs ;  as  the  furnace  and  fining  pot  will 
determine  the  character,  and  value  of  metals. 
That  driving  to  excels  though  upon  a  low  principle. 
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that  feeking  the  praife  of  men,  for  actions  com¬ 
mendable  among  men,  is  turned  into  glorying  in 
what  they  have  already  attained.  Not  having  any 
intrinfic  value  in  them,  praife  confumes  them, 
even  as  the  furnace  burns  up  the  drofs,  they  are 
devoured  as  ftubble  fully  dry.  Light  as  chaffj 
they  are  driven  away  by  the  breath  of  applaufe. 

The  reafon  of  the  different  effect  of  praife  upon 
perfons  of  thefe  different  characters,  becomes  ma- 
nifeft,  from  their  different  date  in  the  inner  man 
of  the  heart,  and  their  different  qualities.  The 
reafon  of  the  different  effect  of  the  fining  pot  and 
furnace,  upon  metals,  is  the  different  nature  and 
quality  of  metals,  caft  into  them.  Silver  and  gold 
are  fine  and  pure.  There  is  nothing  for  the  fire 
to  confume.  Groffer  metals  are  conflituted  of 
groffer  matter  than  fire.  Fire,  therefore,  calcines 
them ;  fome,  ftill  more  grofs,  are  burnt  up.  The 
reafon  why  the  furnace  of  praife  has  a  different  ef¬ 
fect  upon  perfons  of  different  characters,  is  their 
different  nature  and  quality.  The  righteous  is  the 
Jew  inwardly,  whufe  circumcifion  is  of  the  heart ,  in  the 
Jpirit.  His  heart  has  been  circumcifed,  with  the 
true  circumcifion — born  of  God — renewed  by  the 
fpirit;  a  principle  of  holinefs  is  formed  which  is 
pure,  Grofs  corruptions  are  cut  off— vain-glory- 
ing  caft  out — no  objeCt  is  differed  to  engrofs  his 
aifeCtions  but  God  and  the  Redeemer.  God’s  glo¬ 
ry  is  his  aim,  and  to  become  meet  to  enjoy  him, 
his  principle  concern.  He  refts  not  in  circumci¬ 
fion  which  is  in  the  letter— a  bare  feal  of  the  cove- 
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nant  not  in  a  bare  profeftion.  The  furnace  of 
affliction  or  of  praife,  may  refine,  but  cannot  de- 
Itroy  holinefs.  His  praife  is  of  God.  The  heart 
o*  the  ungodly  man  is  not  circumcifed  ;  it  is  the 
cage  of  every  unclean  bird.  Self-love  reigns  there, 
ano  blinds  the  mind.  The  underftanding  is  dark¬ 
ens;  d.  Ana  though  light  is  come  into  the  world, 
he  loves  darknefs  rather  than  light,  becaufe  his 
deeds  are  evil.  He  refts  in  that  circumcifion 
which  is  in  tne  letter — in  a  bare  feal  of  the  cove¬ 
nant,  or  vifible  relation  to  God,  without  the  true 
circumcifion  of  the  heart  in  the  fpirit  of  his  mind.  ' 
His  praife  is  of  men.  This  is  the  idol  of  his 
heart.  The  jew  inwardly,  whofe  circumcifion  is 
of  the  heart,  in  the  fpirit,  looks  at  the  praife  of 
God,  and  acceptance  in  the  beloved,  as  the  mark, 
the  prize  of  his  high  calling,  in  Chrift  Jefus.  The 
praife  of  men,  is  the  diftinguifhing  chara&eriftic 
one,  whole  ciieumcifion  is  not  of  the  heart,  in 
the  fpirit,  but  in  the  letter.  The  praife  of  men 
gratifies  his  uncircumcifed  heart.  By  denying  him 
this,  you  take  away  his  t-?od,  and  what  has  he  more  ? 
The  circumcifed  in  heart  and  fpirit,  and  the  un- 
circumcifed  in  heart  and  fpirit,  have  different  na¬ 
tures  and  qualities.  The  one  has  a  renewed  na¬ 
ture — renewed  in  knowledge,  after  the  image  of 
him  that  created  him.  The  other  has  an  un re¬ 
newed  and  unholy  nature.  The  diftinguifhing 
charaCteriftic  mark  of  the  one  is,  whofe  -praife  is  not 
of  men,  hut  of  God.  Of  the  other,  whofe  praife  is 
of  men.  Praife,  therefore,  has  this  different  effeeft 
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Upon  them,  according  to  their  different  nature  and 
qualities.  Whence  this  rule  becomes  as  certain, 
as  that  different  natures  and  qualities  are  not  the 
fame;  or  that  different  effeds  will  flow  from  dif¬ 
ferent  caufes. 

The  natural  improvement  of  this  fubjed  is,  to 
determine  our  moral  and  religious  charader,  by 
the  effed,  which  the  praife  of  men  has  upon  us. 
If  we  are  refined,  if  made  more  humble,  vigilent, 
adiveand  fober,  yet  ardent  in  our  purfuit,  after  an 
eternal  weight  of  glory,  we  have  the  true  circum- 
cifion,  whofe  praife  is  not  of  men  but  of  God. 
The  furnace  of  praife  will  render  us  more  fit  for 
our  mafter’s  fervice. 

But  if  the  praife  of  men  renders  us  vain,  haugh¬ 
ty,  infolent,  flothful  and  envious,  reprobate filver 

Jhall  men  call  them.  Such  may  fee  the  neceflity  of 
circumcifion ,  that  is  of  the  heart,  and  in  the  fpirit — the 
neceflity  of  being  born  again — of  being  renewed 
in  the  fpirit  of  their  minds — of  having  the  vanity 
of  their  minds  fubdued  by  grace.  Let  fuch  con- 
fider  how  miferable  they  muft  be  after  death,  who 
have  no  better  inheritance  than  the  breath  of  hu¬ 
man  praife,  when  on  earth.  How  will  fuch  with 
In  vain,  when  too  late,  for  that  praife  of  God,  wed 
done  good  and  faithful fervant .  Such,  therefore,  the 
true  circumcifion  of  the  heart,  in  the  fpirit,  whole 
praife  will  then  be  of  God,  Hence  alio  fee, 
that  the  furnace  of  praife  is  a  fiery  trial  to  the  righ¬ 
teous,  as  well  as  the  unrighteous.  The  remainders 
of  vanity,  even  in  godly  men,  are  in  danger  o f  be- 
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mg  fet  on  fire  in  the  furnace  of  praife.  Humble 
minds,  fenfible  of  the  danger,  fee  the  need  of  vigi- 
lence,  prayer,  and  fober  thinking  of  themfelves. 
They,  therefore,  rejoice  in  good  report,  with  hu¬ 
mility  and  trembling.  Happy  they  who  improve 

the  praife  of  men,  to  prefs  them  on  to  fecure  the 
praife  of  God. 

The  furnace  of  praife,  is  a  more  fiery  trial  to  the 
ungodly.  Their  vanity  is  fet  on  fire.  They  ap¬ 
pear  vile  as  the  drofs;  yet  like  diftempered  pati¬ 
ents,  hanker  after  that  which  deftroys  them.  The 
religion  of  the  gofpel,  prefents  a  fuitable  objedfc 
for  the  gratification  of  this  univerfal  paffion.  IVell 
done  good  and  faithful  fervant.  The  applaufe  of 
the  omnifcient,  heart- fearching  God,  will  fill 
the  foul  with  joy  unfpeakable,  and  full  of  glory; 
but  faithful  fervice,  flowing  from  circumcifion  of 
the  heart,  in  the  fpirit,  muft  evidence  the  heart 
right  with  God.  That  well  done  will  never  be 
pronounced  by  the  judge,  but  only  where  there  has 
been  a  patient  continuance  in  well-doing.  Let 
the  fubjedl  be  improved  to  engage  every  foul  of 
man  to  feek  the  honor  that  cometh  from  God  on¬ 
ly — to  compare  adlions  by  the  unerring  rule — to 
watch  in  fimplicity  and  godly  fincerity,  that  the 
teftimony  of  confidence  may  be  matter  of  rejoicing. 
Let  every  one  ftudy  to  approve  himfelf  by  good 
report  and  evil  report.  If  called  to  fuffer  wrong¬ 
fully,  endure  with  patience.  Praife  from  the 
mouth  of  the  judge  will  fully  compenfate  all  fuf- 
ferings  in  this  life.  With  this  will  commence 
that  crown  of  glory  that  fadeth  not  away. 
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Many  daughters  have  done  virtuoufly,  but  thou  exceikfi 

them  alL 

\ 

|  ^  J  •  '*  *  •  C  TlONS,  exceedingly  ufeful  for  our 
A  conduct  in  life,  are  found  in  this  chapter. 
They  are  given  by  his  mother,  to  Lemuel,  a  fo- 
reign  prince,  ol  conliderable  profpects.  Sobriety;, 
challity,  and  jufrice  are  chiefly  infilled  upon  front 
the  beginning  of  the  chapter.  At  the  tenth  verfe, 
the  ftyle  is  greatly  changed.  It  alTumes  a  poetic 
drds.  r he  iambic  meafure  generally  prevails. 
Lach  verfe  begins  with  a  diftinct  letter  of  the  al¬ 
phabet.  This  was  a  favorite  Ipecies  of  compofi- 
tion  among  the  ancients.  It  is  found  in  feme  of 
tne  pfalms.  Greatly  it  aids  the  memory;  This 
itt  e  poem  aflifts  Lemuel  in  fixing  upon  a  partner 

°V  C'  T?  hC  qua‘iiKS  in  tne  fcmalL  necelTary  to 
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blefs  the  hufband,  and  to  promote  domeftie  hap-* 
piiiefs  and  refpeft,  are  iliuftrated  in  fimple,  but 
exprduve  language.  Their  praife,  who  poflefs 
fuch  qualities,  are  celebrated  in  my  text.  Many 
daughters  have  done  virtuouflyi  but  thou  excellejl  them 
a  1 1  « 

In  difcourfing  from  thefe  words,  I  fhall  endea¬ 
vor,  through  divine  affiftance,  to  place,  in  as  clear 
a  light  as  pofiible>  the  whole  character  referred  to 
in  my  text. 

The  object  of  this  facred  poem,  is  a  virtuous  wo~ 
man .  Interpreters  obferve,  that  the  fame  word  is 
ufed  by  Jethro,  when  he  characterizes  good  judges. 
Abie  men  is  our  translation.  In  what  their  a- 
bility  confifts  immediately  follows  ;  fuch  as  fear 
Gody  men  of  truth ,  hating  covetoufnefs.  The  word 

*  T- 

has  the  fame  meaning  in  my  text.  A  virtuous  wo-* 
man ,  in  the  tenth  verfe,  is  explained  in  the  thir¬ 
tieth,  as  a  woman  that  feareth  the  Lord .  This 
principle  infpires  her  with  heroic  courage.  The 
feats  are  not  fhewy,  but  real.  She  regulates  her 
temper,  and  governs  her  tongue.  She  marks  the 
path  of  piety  and  virtue.  The  path  flie  treads 
with  a  fteady  and  unvarying  ftep.  A  name  may- 
lead  one— the  general  practice  another;  in  becom¬ 
ing  conduct  fhe  perfilts.  From  it  Ihe  cannot  be 
diverted  by  the  laugh  of  the  giddy,  or  the  fcorn  of 
the  thoughtlefs.  In  this  there  is  true  greatnefs. 
The  man  who  takes  a  city  has  not  more  praife — - 
You  may  call  her  unpolite,  but  ihe  will  be  induf- 


trious — You  may  think  her  whimfical,  but  flic  will 
be  pious:— No  degrading  epithet  can  diffuadeher 
from  managing  her  affairs  with  economy.  Where 
is  this  heroine  to  be  found  ?  Rubies  are  not  fo  va¬ 
luable  to  the  poffeffor.  Rubies  are  not  fo  orna¬ 
mental  to  the  wrearer.  Such  qualities  dignify  the 
character.  They  diffufe  a  refrefhing  influence  far 
around.  In  reference  to  thefe,  the  apoille  Peter 
fpeaking  to  wives,  earneftly  exhorts,  Whofe  adorn - 
ing,  let  it  not  be  that  outzvard  adorning  of  plaiting  the 
hair>  and  of  wearing  of  gold>  or  of  putting  on  of  appa¬ 
rel  ;  but  let  it  be  the  hidden  man  of  the  hearty  in  that 
which  is  not  corruptible ,  even  the  ornament  of  a  meek 
and  quiet  fpirit>  which  is  in  the  fight  of  God  of  great 
price .  For  after  this  manner  in  the  old  time  the  holy 
women  alfoy  who  tr lifted  in  God ,  adorned  themfelves> 
Icing  in  fubjedlion  unto  their  own  hujbands  •  even  as 
Sara  obeyed  Abraham ,  calling  him  lord ;  whofe  daugh¬ 
ters  ye  are  as  long  as  ye  do  well ,  and  are  not  afraid 
with  any  amazement . 

From  a  general  defcription,  this  facred  poem 
defcends  to  particulars.  A  whole  group  of  good 
qualities  come  in  view.  The  heart  of  her  hujband 

doth  fafely  truft  in  her.  No  lightnefs  in  her  carriage 
to  awake  his  jealoufy :  No  inattentions  to  make 
him  foiicitous — modeft  in  her  appearance — frugal 
in  her  management — her  eye  every  where,  and  on 
every  thing — the  hufband  purfues  his  bufmefs  a- 
broad,  at  the  fenate,  in  the  Ihop,  without  one  dif- 
truftful  thought.  No  diforder,  no  negligence,  no 
wafle;  Every  thing  laid  in  its  place— every  work 
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done  in  its  feafon— every  article  of  diet  or  drefi 
applied  to  its  particular  ufe— confufion,  hurry  and 
deficiency  are  not  known.  The  man  whofe  do- 
mefiic  aiTairs  are  conduced  in  fo  regular,  fo  peace¬ 
ful,  and  fo  frugal  a  manner,  needs  not  the  fpoil  of 
oth^isto  increafe  either  his  happinefs  or  his  wealth. 
A  little,  in  fuch  hands,  renders  a  man  indepen-* 
dent.  Ordinary  fare  with  fuch  company,  has  the 
relifh  of  the  moll  delicious  repaft. 

His  happinefs  is  not  the  breeze  variable  in  it- 
felf,  and  in  the  quarter  from  whence  it  proceeds; 
it  is  not  the  fwelling  tide,  whofe  waters,  in  a  few 
hours,  forfake  the  fhore  which  they  had  over¬ 
flowed.  No,  my  brethren,  his  virtuous  partner  will 
do-  him  goody  and  not  evily  all  the  days  of  her  life .  She 
accommodates  herfelf  to  his  humor,  and.ftudies  his 
interefh  It  is  her  ambition  in  ail  things  to  pleafe. 
Some  are  amiable  enough  at  one  time — The  com¬ 
mon  refemblance  to  good  angels  can  be  fully  jufti- 
fled;  but,  at  another  time,  the  appearance  is  dif- 
gufting;  no  feature  of  the  good  angel  can  be  re¬ 
cognized.  Uniform  is  the  character  here  cele¬ 
brated.  The  temper  is  always  even ;  the  behavior 
always  obliging.  Is  the  hufband  dejected?  A  cor¬ 
dial  is  at  hand.  Is  he  rugged  in  his  difpofition  ? 
Here  is  a  conflant  polifh.  If  the  world  frown  and 
perfecute ;  at  home  he  is/ure  of  fniiJes,  and  of  a 
facred  afylum .  Not  only  is  his  reputation,  his  hap¬ 
pinefs,  and  his  filtered:  dear,  during  his  own  life; 
but  he  leayes  one  behind  who  will  refpedl  his  me¬ 
mory,  and  will  profecute  with  the  fame  unremit- 
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ting  care,  as  if  he  were  yet  alive,  his  favorite 
views. 

The  intemperate,  and  the  unchafte  often  hear 
from  this  place,  that  their  condud  is  difgraceful 
and  dangerous.  I  am  happy  in  having  it  in  my 
power  to  preferibe  an  antidote  to  the  evil.  Chooie 
a  partner  for  life,  in  whom  you  can  confide,  and 
from  whom  you  {hall  receive  coniiant  benefit. 
Soon  will  you  forfake  your  wicked  courfes.  Soon 
will  you  defpife  what  has  hitherto  been  your  re¬ 
proach.  A  ftate  of  celibacy  is  enfnaring.  The 
man  is  an  enemy  to  himfelf.  He  trangrefles  an 
original  lav-'  of  nature.  He  is  unprofitable  to  fo- 
ciety.  That  fuch  may  become  fenfible,  not  of 
their  infignificance  to  fociety,  but  of  their  own 
lofs — I  proceed  in  the  defeription  of  the  virtuous 
woman. 

She  feeketh  wool ,  and  fax,  and  worketh  willingly 
with  her  hands.  Idlenefs  fhe  cannot  endure.  In 
what  is  ufeful  fhe  employs  herfelf,  rather  than  in 
what  is  ornamental.  She  fets  up  a  linen  and  wool¬ 
len  manufacture.  She  is  not  fatisfied  with  giving 
orders,  or  merely  with  overfeeing ;  fhe  puts  her 
own  hands  to  the  work.  She  performs  it  with 
dexterity.  In  fuch  employments,  the  ancients  of 
the  higheft  rank  thought  it  an  honor  to  engage. 
For  this,  cotemporary  writers  fpeak  in  their  com¬ 
mendation.  The  example  merits  imitation.  Can 
moderns  view  it  and  not  blufh?  Can  Americans 
review  it  and  receive  no  improvement?  If  a  prin- 
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cefs  and  a  queen,  for  of  fuch  this  faCred  poem 
speaks,  made  her  boaft  of  the  robes,  which  her 
own  hands  had  manufactured  and  prepared,  fhall 
America  prefcnbe  to  her  daughters,  an  education 
dignified  as  failuonable;  where  exercifes  compa¬ 
ratively  trifling,  are  fubftituted  in  the  place  of 

what  wou]d  always  be  ufeful,  and  greatly  to  the 
honor  of  a  young,  but  riling  empire.  Let  Ame¬ 
rica  be  cautious  of  receiving  a  wrong  bias.  Let 
her  circumftances  dictate  her  habits.  Let  her  call 
oh  with  indignation,  the  fetters  of  prejudice,  which 
i  n  an  old  coun  try,  are  too  ftrongly  revitted  to  be  eafi- 

\ J  I"ernoved.  In  her  induflry,  the  virtuous  woman 
inds  her  account.  She  is  like  the  merchant’s  fiips 
JJse  bringeib  her  food  from  afar.  Her  labor  is  not 
in  vain.  Her  manufactures  are  exchanged  for  fo¬ 
reign  commodities.  A  domeilic  fupply  through 
this  traffic  was  eafily  procured.  Her  induftry 
aifords  her  as  great  a  variety  as  the  merchant’s 
fhip  afioras  tne  owner.  The  produce  of  diftant 
countries  is  feen  on  her  table.  Sweet  is  the  meal 
w  hich  induflry  earns.  The  fluggard  muftfubmit 
to  inconvenience;  he  mull  be  fatisfied  with  any 
tiling.  Lut  labor  is  rewarded  with  whatever  is 
found  in  the  Raft  or  Weft  Indies — in  the  countries 
o,  Europe,  or  continent  of  America,  calculated  to 
promote  convenience,  refrefliment,  or  health. 

The  character,  fo  honorably'  mentioned  in  this 
chapter,  cannot  be  attained  without  much  felf- 

denial:  She  rifelh  alfo  while  ti  is  yet  nighty  andgiv- 
eih  meat  to  her  houfehold ,  and  a  portion  to  her  maidens. 
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No  enemy  fo  dangerous,  either  to  a  pious  or  a 
profperous  life,  as  a  flothful  difpofition.  Over  it, 
a  virtuous  woman  has  obtained  the  maftery.  It 
is  yet  dark,  when  fhe  fhakes  of  her  Humber;  fhe 
provides  for  thofe  who  labor  in  the  field.  To  the 
maidens  who  continue  under  her  immediate  eye* 
fhe  afligns  their  refpedlive  tafks. 

If  file  be  attentive  to  the  prefent,  fhe  provides 
alfo  for  the  future.  She  confidereth  afield  and  buyelh 
it ;  zvith  the  fruit  of  her  hands  fhe  plant  eth  a  vineyard . 
Rich  fields  are  valuable  property.  Their  produce 
are  always  in  demand.  Other  articles  of  com¬ 
merce  ever  fluctuate.  But  from  the  fields,  the 
greateft  muft  continually  be  fupplied.  It  is  alfo 
a  property  which  defcends  through  many  genera¬ 
tions.  Realizing  the  gain  of  her  labor  in  this 
manner,  was  prudent.  Befide,  the  principal  was 
ftill  accumulating.  Her  crops  this  year,  enabled 
her  to  purchafe  a  vineyard  next  year;  and  her  vines 
next  year  ftill  put  more  in  her  power. 

This  variety  of  employment  left  no  place  for  the 
complaints,  which  the  degeneracy  of  latter  ages 
render  fo  common.  Her  nerves  were  always  brac¬ 
ed;  her  body  always  healthy.  She girdeth  her  lows 
with  flrength ,  and  ftrengtheneth  her  arms .  She  tucks 
up  the  flowing  garments  which  might  impede  her 
motions.  She  beftows  not  one  thought,  unfeafon- 
ably,  on  finery.  Labor  fhe  prefers  to  eafe,  ftrength 
to  ornament.  In  the  hours  of  buftnefs  fine  is  dili¬ 
gent,  the  work  is  difpatched.  It  is  done  with  all 


V 


1 1 


!  1 


I  ! 


W 


t 


1 


fch\i 

l,!'d 


.152 


M  U 


R, 


her  mignt.  Nothing  is  negledted,  and 
fuperficially  performed. 

Working  with  fpirit,  fnc  acquires  a  taffe  for  it 
She  confide*  it  not  as  a  talk,  but  as  a  pleafure! 
1  he  xurther  fhe  proceeds,  the  ftronger  the  attrac¬ 
tion  by  which  fhe  is  drawn— She  perceiveth  that  her 
inerchandize  is  good  ;  her  candle goeth  not  out  by  night . 
Her  courfe  of  life,  was  found  by  experience,  to  be 
healthful.  It  alfo  procured  the  conveniences  of 
life.  She  thinks  nothing,  therefore,  of  making- 
encroachments  upon  the  night.  The  time  we 
deep  is  ail  loll.  The  lefs  we  indulge  in  this,  the 
beuer,  both  for  the  body  and  the  mind.  In  a 
hurry  of  bufinefs,  the  virtuous  woman  can  conti¬ 
nue  at  labor  during  the  whole  night* 

,  She  Iay£th  her  hands  to  the  fpindte,  and  her  hands 
cold  the  d’jlaff.  In  fuch  labor,  the  lower  ranks  are 
ufuaiiy  engaged.  But  the  labor  is  neceffary.  By 
practice,  therefore,  fhe  acquires  of  this  a  clear 
knowledge.  In  it  fhe  becomes  expert.  She 
twills  the  thread  or  yarn  with  her  own  fingers;  fire 
winds  them  with  her  own  hands.  In  a  princcf , 
tins  was  condescending,  but  it  Ieflened  not  her  im¬ 
portance,  fhe  is  the  more  dignified  and  the  more 
beloved.  It  is  a  weaknefs  of  mind  which  deferves 
no  countenance,  when  any  are  withheld  from  ufe- 
fui  employments,  becauie  they  happen  to  engage 
oui  inferiors,  or  our  Haves.  A  virtuous  woman 
rifes  aoove  this  weaknefs.  It  is  enough  to  her 
that  a  work  be  ufeful  to  induce  her  to  become,  by 


Information  and  practice,  expert  in  the  perform¬ 
ance. 

No  unworthy  motive  prevails  upon  her  to  be  fo 
iriduftrious.  She  indeed  turns  her  gain  to  the 
greatefl-  advantage.  But  fhe  is  neither  uncharita¬ 
ble  nor  mean.  She  fretcheth  out  her  band  to  the 
poors  yea,  fie  reacheth  forth  her  hands  to  the  needy. 
if  any  be  in  diftiefs,  fire  gives  them  her  helping 
hand.  She  is  mu*_h  concerned  for  their  relief. 
Both  her  hands  are  ready  to  extricate  them  from 
dangei  and  from  ftraits.  She  employs  thofe  who 
are  capable  of  labor .  An  abundant  fupply  is  made 
ior  thofe  whom  ficknefs  has  incapacitated.  It 
gives  her  peculiar  fatisfadiion,  to  have  it  in  her 
power  to  do  good.  It  rewards  her  felf-denial  and 
her  toil.  The  Pharifees,  in  our  Saviour’s  life¬ 
time,  thought,  by  certain  ceremonial  obfervances, 
to  merit  the  divine  bleffing.  Thefe  the  Saviour 
overlooks.  Give  alms  offuch  things  as  you  have ,  is 
his  direction.  This,  as  the  firft  fruits  under  the 
law,  fandifies  a  man’s  fubftance.  It  is  accepta¬ 
ble  to  God,  and  beneficial  to  man.  It  enhances 
greatly  the  character  in  my  text. 

She  attends  to  the  deftitute  abroad,  but  neglects 
not  her  lankly  at  home.  She  is  not  afraid  of  the 
f now  for  her  houfehold :  for  all  herhoufehold  are  clothed 
with  fcarlet .  A  variety  of  cares  overpower  the 
ilothful,  and  diliraft  the  weak — they  are  life  to 
tne  induftrious— Her  eye  is  abroad  and  at  home, 
on  the  prefent,  and  on  the  future.  The  weather 
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need  not  give  her  domeftics  any  uneafinefs.  They 
have  change  of  raiment.  Thus,  fome  interpreters 
render  the  laft  claufe.  In  fummer,  all  is  light  and 
airy.  In  winter,  all  clofe  and  warm.  The  drefs 
is  fuited  to  their  rank.  The  garment  is  indeed 
convenient.  It  is  alfo  rich  and  fplendid. 

Her  houfe  and  perfon  indicate  her  circum- 
ftances,  and  ftation  in  life.  She  maketh  herfelf  co¬ 
verings  of  tapeftry,  her  clothing  is  filk  and  purple. 
Tapeftry  gave  her  houfe  a  noble  look;  filk  and 
purple  were  a  princely  wear.  Such  magnificence 
attracts  the  eye.  For  it,  the  female  fex  have  a  de¬ 
licate  tafte.  In  obtaining  it,  no  confiderable  fa- 
crifice  ought  to  be  made.  It  is  dearly  purchafed, 
at  the  lofs  of  honor,  ofjuftice,  or  of  humanity.  But 
to  this  diftindtion  is  fhe,  and  fhe  alone,  fully  enti¬ 
tled,  whofe  eafy  circumftances  are  the  confequencc 
of  her  known  induftry,  and  uniformly  attended 
with  extenlive  beneficence. 

In  her  attention  to  her  domeftics  and  her  houfe, 
her  hujhand  is  not  overlooked.  He  is  kitown  in  the 
gates,  when  he  fitteth  among  the  elders  of  the  land. 
His  robes  are  always  fo  rich  and  fo  neat,  and  his 
general  appearance  fo  unexceptionable,  that  it 
cannot  efcape  the  notice  of  any,  under  what  pru¬ 
dent  management  his  domeftic  affairs  are  conduc¬ 
ed.  Befide,  a  man’s  fituation  at  home,  gives  an 
impreffion  to  the  whole  of  his  conduC.  Difap- 
pointed  there,  it  depreffes  the  fpirit.  He  has  not 
vigor.  He  lofes  relifh  for  every  thing ;  but  do- 
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jmeftic  enjoyment  cheers  the  countenance,  mvi- 
gomes  the  mind,  and  difpofes  a  man  for  bufmeft 
and  for  beneficence. 

In  providing  for  her  houfehold,  the  overplus  (he 
difpofeth  of  to  the  greateft  advantage.  She  maketb 
fine  linen,  and  felleth  it,  and  delivered  girdles  unto  the 
merchant.  In  her  other  employments,  the  neceffi- 
ty  and  convenience  of  her  own  family,  were  im¬ 
mediately  confulted.  Here,  her  ingenuity  and 
tafte  are  employed  to  meet  the  public  approbation. 
She  prepared  the  fineft  linen,  and  curious  girdles 
for  the  merchant.  Her  other  traffic  fupplied  the 
houfe  with  conveniences,  this  the  coffers  with 
current  money.  In  her  gains  and  induftry,  fo  well 
managed,  and  fo  well  applied,  ihe  feemed  en¬ 
trenched  againft  any  furprife  from  change  or  ac¬ 
cident.  However  much  fhe  is  to  be  commended 
for  both,  in  this  is  fhe  particularly  celebrated— 
Strength  and  honor  are  her  clothing,  andfiejhall  rejoice 
in  time  to  come.  Silk  and  purple  had  formerly  been 
mentioned,  but  thefe  have  no  excellency,  compar¬ 
ed  with  the  conftancy  and  purity  of  her  mind. 
An  uncommon  ileadinefs,  a  modeft  deportment, 
and  a  generous  turn,  are  fpoken  of  according  to 
the  Hebrew  idiom,  as  an  ornamental  garment, 
with  which  fhe  was  inverted.  Thefe  qualities  of 
mind,  joined  with  induftrious  habits,  early  acquir¬ 
ed,  and  long  perfevered  in,  fecured  a  happy  old 
^ge,  and  a  peaceful  end. 

Her  converfation  is  the  tranfcript  of  her  mind 
and  conduit — She  openeth  her  mouth  with  wijdom } 
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ma  m  her  tongue  is  the  law  of  kindnef,  c;u 

well  all  her  words.  Neither  is  ih{  \  '1  u  C  WeiFlls 

yet  filent.  Her  remarks  are  i„H  katlVe' nor 
are  they  for  the  life  nf  A-c  ■  d  dlci°us.  Good 
praceurmH  ,  ed,f>'InS-  They  minifter 

giace  unto  the  hearers.  Soft  is  che  1  ^  lter 

fooths  the  melancholy  Jr  f  H  lanSuage*  It 
quence  fo  p  eTiSSb  ?  -  elo- 

harp  of  Gabriel 

«  if  .he  former  of  the  haThf ‘no ‘° 

ed  inlirudion.  lMmfelf'  c°"™nicate 

This  heavenly  eloquence  is  never  fubverteri 

7t wrrrpfs:  , 

Her  M  cam  It  /T??  '*  W  «f 

corretSs  what  Ihe  fees  amifs  ”  She  k™”1*''  ShC 
fame  advice  She  infff  6lves  "hole- 

obedience  Amidff  r?  'W  K‘“ly  and  exaft 
ihe  finds hJrZl\i;:7vfconccrns’ 

An  oppoftte  behavior  is  feverely  refc/led™1’  ^ 'n' 

the  apollle.  Thty  k„  *  y 

rim?  «"ds  ~ 

profi’ahV  CfS  en°U^h  °f  a  Citable  and 

dies  notwkh  iTf™  °Wn  fami,T  She  med- 
'  Wlth  rhe  famiIl«  and  concerns  of  others. 

E  J  Chllf n  f«h  a  mother,-  as  they 
/  ,  tuucated,  and  thus  provided  for,  they 
ev er e  her  memory,  and  biefs  her  name.  Happy 

nC  huwa!sd  who  lm  fuch  a  wife,-  he  knows  not 


how  fufficiently  to  commend  her.  Many  daughtersy 
he  confefles,  have  done  virtuoujly ,  but  thou  excelleft 
them  all . — Favor  is  deceitful \  and  beauty  is  vainy  but 
a  woman  that  feareth  the  LordyJke  Jhall  be  praifed . 
However  taking  a  handfome  fhape  and  graceful 
behavior— however  amiable  a  fair  complexion 
and  regular  features— thefe  are  fading  qualities, 
and  many  times  conceal  under  them,  what  is  the 
bane  of  domeftic  peace— but  the  fear  of  the  Lord 
is  a  fteady  principle.  It  cherifheth  a  peaceful  and 
obliging  difpofition.  It  excites  to  vigilance.  It 
produceth  induftry.  If  any  thing  be  true,  it  ena¬ 
bles  her  to  think  of  thefe  things,  and  to  do  them. 

Speak  not  of  her  parentage— fpeak  not  of  her 
profpeefts — fpeak  not  of  her  beauty— fhe  has  fome- 
thing  more  folid  of  which  fhe  can  boaft — the  qua¬ 
lities  of  her  mind — the  charms  of  her  conven¬ 
tion — the  induftry  of  her  life,  celebrate  her  worth 
better  than  mortal  tongue  can  pretend. 

After  placing  Jn  as  clear  and  precife  a  manner 
as  poffible,  the  whole  character  referred  to  in  my 
text,  I  ought  to  go  on  to  apply  my  fubjeft,  in  an 
addrefs  to  the  younger  part  of  my  audience  of 
both  fexes ;  and  then  to  thofe  who  are  more  ad¬ 
vanced  in  life;  but  this  I  mu  ft  leave  until  God 
fhall  give  another  opportunity.  May  he  blefs  his 
word.  Amen. 
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Many  daughters  have  done  virtuoujly%  but  thou  excelkfi 

them  all . 


IN  difcourfing  formerly  from  thefe  words,  I  pro- 
pofed,  through  divine  afiiftance,  to  place  in  as 
clear  a  light  as  poffible,  the  whole  character  refer¬ 
red  to  in  my  text.  I  am  fully  fenfible  of  the  de¬ 
licacy  of  the  fubjedt.  It  treats  of  domeftic  virtues- 
Thefe  it  greatly  enhances,  as  rendering  a  family 
happy,  refpedtable,  and  independent.  Upon  the 
charadler  deftitute  of  thefe,  it  feverely  reflects— 
Whilft  a  preacher  confines  himfelf  to  general  to¬ 
pics,  the  hearer  is  fatisfied.  But  let  real  life  be 
brought  in  view,  if  the  difcourfe  be  amufing  to 
one,  it  is  irkfome  to  another*  An  unbiafed  and 
ferious  attention  can  hardly  be  commanded.  Im- 
preffed  with  a  fenfe  of  the  neceffity  of  declaring 


the  whole  counfel  of  (jod,  however  it  he  receive 
■ed  ;  and  happy  in  your  indulgence  and  attention* 
I  fometimes  enter  on  the  moft  delicate,  as  well  as 
common  fubje&s— of  the  firft  kind  is  the  fubject 
before  us.  My  obfervations  hitherto,  tended  chief¬ 
ly  to  illuftrate  the  chara&er  in  my  text,  by  explain¬ 
ing  the  verfes  in  this  chapter,  as  they  lie  in  order. 
The  application  of  the  fubjedfc  ftill  remains.  From 
it,  I  would  addrefs  my  young  friends  of  both  fexes, 
with  a  view,  to  induce  them  to  pradice  uniform¬ 
ly,  induftry ,  economy ,  prudence ,  charity  and  piety ,  as 
the  brighteft  features  in  a  virtuous  character. 

Induftry ,  is  the  firft  virtue  I  recommend.  Upon 
man,  ina'ftate  of  mnocency,  was  impofed,  the  de¬ 
lightful  talk,  to  drefs  the  garden  of  Eden,  and  to 
keep  it.  Ina&ivity  is  repugnant  to  human  hap- 
pinefs.  The  fluggard  is  not  only  contemptible, 
but  alfo  wretched.  Suitable  employment  was  a 
confiderable  part  of  the  felicity  of  Adam  in  Para- 
dife  itfelf.  From  the  earthly  Paradife  afcend  the 
other  ftep:  Look  through  the  heavenly.  Angels 
are  on  the  wing  ready  for  inftant  fervice.  Quick 
as  thought,  is  their  obedience.  Fervent  as  a  flame 
of  fire,  their  devotions.  The  fpirits  of  the  juft 
made  perfed,  reft  not  day  nor  night.  Unwearied  is 
their  diligence.  Tranfporting  the  fervice  in  which 
they  engage.  Nay,  my  friends ,  God  our  Saviour 
declares,  my  father  worketh  hitherto.  He  created 
the  heavens  and  the  earth.  He  upholds  all  things 
by  the  word  of  his  power — 0  Lord,  how  manifold 
are  thy  works!  in  wifdom  haft  thou  made  them  all:  the 


earth  is  full  of  thy  riches:  So  is  this  great  and  wide 
feci ,  wherein  are  things  creeping  innumerable,  loth /mail 
and  great  beafts.  There  go  the fhips  :  there  is  that  le¬ 

viathan,  whom  thou  haft  made  to  play  therein.  Thefe 
wait  all  upon  thee,  that  thou  may  eft  give  them  their 
meat  in  duefeafon.  That  thou  giveft  them  they  gather : 
thou  openeft  thine  hand,  they  are  filled  with  good. 
When  the  Son  of  God  was  on  earth,  he  led  an  ac¬ 
tive  and  laborious  life — his  work  was  his  meat  and 
his  drink — He  went  about  all  Judea,  teaching  in 
their fynagogues,  and  preaching  the  gofpel  of  the  king¬ 
dom,  and  healing  all  manner  of ft  chiefs,  and  all  manner 
of  difeafe,  among  the  people.  God  the  fpirit,  ever 
moves  upon  the  animal  and  fpiritual  world.  He 
renews  the  face  of  nature:  He  invigorates  the 
minds  of  men.  If  wedefeend  from  this  fublime 
view,  and  only  look  around,  every  bird  in  the 
air,  every  bead  in  the  field,  every  fifh  in  the  fea, 
purfue  an  employment  fuited  to  their  refpebtive 
natures.  The  heavenly  bodies  in  their  courfes — ■ 
fire  and  hail.fnow  and  vapour,  ftormy  wind,  fulfilling 
his  word,  praife  his  name.  Indolence  is  a  monfter 
in  nature.  It  refembles  nothing  in  heaven  or  on 
the  earth,  or  under  the  earth— Difobedience  laid 
the  human  powers  afleep.  Our  vineyard  is  too 
often  liKe  the  fluggard  s,  deftitute  of  a  fence,  and 
overgrown  with  weeds.  As  our  nature  poiTeffes 
a  fecret  fpring,  which  impels  to  action,  if  we  are 
not  well  employed,  we  are  in  danger  of  being  em¬ 
ployed  ill.  Evil  fpirits  are  not  idle.  Idlenefs 
would  be  preferable.  Their  example  is  likely  to 
Vot.  II.  u 
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be  followed  by  thofe  who  have  nothing  to  do.  1 
would,  therefore,  my  young  friends,  pre-  engage 
vour  attention,  and  your  time.  I  would  point  out 
to  you  the  duties  of  life.  This  I  would  have  you 
profecute  with  vigor.  In  doing  fo,  you  refemble 
God  and  angels.  \ou  fecure  happinefs  for  your- 
felves.  iOu  guard  again!!  evil,  andferve  ulefully 
your  day  and  generation. 

Economy,  is  the  fecond  virtue  I  recommend  to 
my  young  friends.  Economy  is  generally  applied 
to  the  due  management  of  one’s  fubftance;  1  would 
extend  it  alfo  to  our  time  and  talents.  'That  per- 
fon  is  always  in  a  hurry  and  bufile,  and  yet  little 
apparently  is  clone:  Upon  this  perfon,  abundance 
feems  to  flow,  and  yet  he  is  poor:  A  third  man 
is  not  ciefhtute  of  natural  aoilities,  but  he  never 
becomes  eminent.  The  matter  is  puzzling.  We 
are  in  a  labyrinth  from  whence  we  cannot  difen- 
gage  ourfelves.  But  there  is  a  clue,  which  will 
return  us  fafe,  through  every  winding.  The  firfl: 
perfon  is  all  hurry  and  buftle,  and  performs  little, 
becaufe  time  is  not  properly  arranged.  Nothing 
is  done  feafonably.  The  whole  weight  of  fecu- 
lar,  or  fpiritual  concerns  falls  upon  him  at  once; 
he  llruggles,  but  is  crulhed  under  the  preflure. 
Were  there  hours  for  devotion;  a  time  for  this 
bufinefs,  and  a  time  for  that,  they  would  come  in 
courfe;  one  moment  would  not  be  overburdened, 
nor  another  unoccupied.  The  bufinefs  of  life 
would  proceed  in  a  fmooth,  expeditious,  and  an 
effectual  manner;  but  without  fuch  economical 


management  of  time,  embarraffment  and  difficul¬ 
ty  will  ever  occur. 

On  the  fame  principle  we  account  for  a  man’s 
being  poor  in  the  midd  of  wealth.  If  he  be  in¬ 
attentive  to  his  private  affairs — if  he  never  care¬ 
fully  weighed  the  expences  incident  to  his  circum- 
ftances  in  life;  the  income  may  be  very  coniider- 
able,  but  it  will  difappear  in  the  gulph  of  confu- 
fion  and  irregularity.  Habits  of  attention,  and  ex- 
adlnefs  in  thefe  matters  ought  early  to  be  formed. 
For  either  fex  are  they  neceffary.  Without  them 
no  family  can  be  happy  or  profperous.  If  re¬ 
trenchments  are  to  be  made,  you  will  hereby  know 
at  once,  where  to  begin.  If  you  may  extend  your 
views,  you  can  proceed  with  certainty  and  hold- 
nefs.  In  either  the  mod  limited  or  mod  enlarg¬ 
ed  fphere,  attention,  exaednefs,  and  management 
are  neceffary,  for  preferving  peace  of  mind  and 
domedic  repofe. 

As  much  time  and  much  wealth  have  been  lod 
through  mifmanagement,  fo  alfo  have  the  fined 
abilities.  Some  have  midaken  the  pulpit  for  the 
bar;  have  followed  the  fword  for  the  plough-diare, 
have  attended  to  politics  indead  of  mechanics: 
There  are  certain  habits  of  body,  there  are  certain 
difpohtions  of  mind,  there  are  certain  providenti¬ 
al  occurences,  which  ought  to  determine  the  young 
in  fixing  upon  a  courfe  of  life.  This  manage¬ 
ment  of  our  talents,  this  divine  economy,  is  as  ef- 
fential  to  our  ufefuinefs,  as  any  branch  of  manage- 
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ment,  or  economy  which  has  yet  come  in  view, 
Induftry  puis  the  human  powers  into  adion;  Eco¬ 
nomy  arranges  properly  thefe  adions. 

Nearly  conneded  is  it  with  prudence,  the  third 
virtue  I  meant  to  recommend. 


He  who  eftimates  with  judgment,  whatever  is 
conneded  with  the  prefent  life,  and  regulates  his 
condud  accordingly,  is  a  prudent  perfon.  Some 
things  are  neceffary;  ibme  things  are  ufeful;  feme 
things  convenient;  fome  things  ornamental. — - 
What  is  neceffary  for  the  welfare  of  foul  and  body, 
is  the  objed  of  firft  and  general  concern.  The 
kingdom  of  God  and  his  righteoufnefs,  has  a  claim 
preferable  to  any  be  fide;  the  next  is  food  conveni¬ 
ent,  or  fuch  provifion  as  the  fuftcnance  and  health 
of  the  body  require.  When  claims  of  fuch  mag¬ 
nitude  are  anfwered,  let  the  circumfhmces  of  indi¬ 
viduals  and  focieties  be  conlidered.  The- conve¬ 
niences  of  life  may  afterwards  be  enjoyed.  What 
is  merely  mental  and  fhewy,  is  the  lad  thing 
wl  :h  c.  ii  ..  the  at ’  rition.  By  fuch  an  til.- mate, 
and  by  rcrrelprvicnt  con.'uft,  are  the  prudent 
diftinguifhed  For  this  was  the  charader  mark¬ 
ed  in  the  chapter  before  us,  very  eminent.  The 
chV  ’  •  ti  >n  of  the  mind  was  firft  attended  to,  then 
the  neceffities  f  the  family.  The  eye  next  glanc¬ 
ed  upoci  ethers; — what  conveniencies  and  fpleri- 
dor  be,  cm  .  a  elevated  fiation,  was  an  after  con- 


fideratm.;  of  the  leaft  magnitude.  On  different 
principles,  many  very  icoirihly  proceed.  They 


rnuft  adorn  the  body  before  they  have  cultivated 
the  mind  ;  they  mud  afpire  after  conveniences, 
before  what  is  abfolutely  neceflary  is  eafily  in  their 
reach ;  they  mult  pleafe  themfelves  without  think¬ 
ing  of  the  difficulties  of  others.  It  is  a  common 
error — Let  my  young  friends  guard  againft  it. 
Be  early  converfant  with  what  is  effential  for  your 
prefent  and  future  happinefs — afterwards  you 
may  caff  a  glance  upon  objects  of  meaner  concern. 
Connecting  the  prefent  with  the  future,  and  allow¬ 
ing  this  to  have  its  weight  on  conduCt,  is  as  efien- 
tial  to  prudence,  as  eftimating  things  according 
to  their  real  value.  To  eat  and  drink  were  very 
proper  employment  during  life,  were  we  animals, 
whofe  exiftence  was  only  momentary.  To  fquan- 
der  all  to-day  is  a  good  enough  maxim,  were  there 
no  to-morrow  to  fuc  *eed.  But  if  exiftence  be  pro- 
]■:  -  gee  beyond  the  limit  of  this  vilible  world,  nay, 
if  we  may  even  be  here  to-morrow,  as  well  as  to¬ 
day,  a  prudent  perfon  will  have  refpeCt  to  his 
happinefs  in  the  future  moment,  whether  it  may 
fL  cm  in  the  vifible,  or  the  invifible  world,  as 
much  as  to  he  moment  which  is  immediately 
paflii'V  t r.  If  induftry  puts  the  human  powers 
in  aCtion:  li  economy  makes  proper  arragementss 
Prudence  diftinguilhes  what  aCtions  are  moft  ne-^ 
ceftary — where  the  chief  ftrefs  mull  lie — and  when 
a  preference  is  to  be  given  upon  what  the  choice 
mull  fix. 

To  induftry,  economy,  and  prudence,  let  me 
add  charity.  Charity  is  a  divine  virtue.  God 
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takes  plafure  in  doing  his  creatures  good.  In 
charitable  actions  you  refemble  God.  To  thefe 
the  young  ought  to  be  habituated.  If  the  young 
acquire  a  fmall  ftock — it  is  laid  out  on  trifles— on 
fomething  to  pleafe  the  eye— on  fomething  to 
gratify  the  tafte — on  fomething  to  amufe  the  mo¬ 
ment.  I  have  no  objections  to  their  acquiring  a 
property,  which  they  may  call  their  own;  but  let 
it  be  managed  for  their  advantage — Let  them  hear 
the  cry  of  the  hungry,  and  purchafe  a  meal  for  their 
relief — Let  them  fee  the  tears  of  the  deftitute,  and 
from  their  ftock  bring  confolation  to  wipe  away 
thefe  tears — Let  them  obferve  the  naked  fhiver- 
ing  with  cold,  and  throw  in  their  mite  to  procure 
warm  and  neceffary  clothing.  Thus,  O  parent! 
you  nurture  them  for  God.  The  impreflion  of 
fuch  conduct  will  remain  when  the  trifles  of  the 
day  are  loft — You  fhail  quit  your  ftationon  earth, 
but  leave  in  your  room  a  humane,  a  charitable  and 
godlike  race.  To  excite  their  charity,  let  images 
fuited  to  their  tender  years,  often  rife  before  them. 
Let  them  view  the  infant  entering  the  w7orld — nak¬ 
ed  is  it,  and  helplefs:  It  cannot  look  around  for 
fafety;  nor  move  one  ftep  from  danger:  The 
tongue  cannot  tell  its  neceflity;  nor  the  hand 
bring  any  relief:  It  cries,  as  if  confcious  that  un- 
affifted  it  mu  ft  die — and  die  it  would,  were  it  not 
for  the  bowrels  of  the  mother,  and  the  care  of  the 
attendant.  Who  is  this  infant?  This  infant,  my 
young  friend,  was  you.  Underftanding  the  dan¬ 
ger  you  have  efcaped,  through  the  affiftance  of 
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others,  be  ready  with  your  affiftance  to  all  who  are 
in  need.  But  no  where  can  children  be  taught 
charity  fo  effectually,  as  at  the  foot  of  the  crois — < 
Call  your  eye  around,  and  behold  an  intuiting 
multitude:  Lookup — fee  a  bleeding,  dying  man. 
On  your  right  hand,  hands  wo  in  its  moil  agoniz¬ 
ing  form,  in  the  character  of  the  weeping  Mary. 
The  crucified  Jefus,  overlooking  every  other  ob¬ 
ject,  caft  down  a  pitying  eye.  Sympathy  fufpends 
his  torment — he  wipes  away  the  tear  of  wo — he 
provides  for  the  deftitute  Mary— Then  in  triumph 
he  gives  up  the  ghoft.  Never  forget  this  laid  and 
memorable  act.  In  his  life  and  death,  the  Savi¬ 
our  fought  the  comfort  and  relief  of  mankind.  In 
this,  my  young  friends,  refemble  the  Saviour. 
Tread  his  fteps,  even  when  marked  with  blood. 
Be  induftrious,  be  economical,  be  prudent,  that 
you  may  have  it  in  your  power,  in  word  and  in 
deed,  to  be  beneficial  untoothers,  loving  them,  as 
Chrift  aifo  has  loved  you. 

Once  more,  let  me  recommend  piety,  as  what 
gives  fpring  and  efficacy  to  every  other  virtue. 
The  fear  of  the  Lord  is  a  noble  principle.  It  was 
probably  the  firft  impreffion  which  human  nature 
ever  received.  Under  its  influence  only  can  men 
expedt  to  be  happy.  The  pow;er  which  brought 
us,  and  all  creatures  into  exiftencc,  demands  our 
reverence.  If  we  are  happy  in  thefe  bodies,  and 
their  members;  in  thefe  minds  and  their  faculties; 
in  our  connedtions  in  life,  or  in  our  refjpedtive  al¬ 
lotments,  the  author  of  this  happinefs  has  the  belt 
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claim  upon  our.  affection.  If  forgiving  a  pte** 
fumptuous  crime;  if  reftoring  a  forfeited  privi¬ 
lege;  if  bellowing  the  moil  valuable  bleffings,  can 
excite  gratitude  and  obedience,  gratitude  and  obe¬ 
dience  are  due  unto  God.  The  mind  is  never  fo 
fuitably  employed,  as  when  he  is  the  objed.  From 
regard  to  him,  proceeds  all  the  amiable  and  focial 
virtues.  W  hat  this  man  thinks,  or  that  man  doeth^ 
is  no  objed.  The  mode  of  living,  dignified  by 
the  world  as  fafhionabie,  is  not  attended  to.  For 
the  government  of  little  and  triffiing  minds,  only* 
are  fuch  confiderations  fuitable.  If  an  action 
pleafes  God;  if  it  becomes  the  children  whom  he 
has  diftinguifhed;  if  it  promote  their  peace,  and 
honor,  and  health,  who  hold  an  eminent  rank  in 
creation,  no  other  enquiry  is  made.  Such  an  ac¬ 
tion  mull  be  right,  let  men  fcorn  and  deride  it  as 
they  pieafe;  the  oppofite  of  it  mull  be  wrong,  be 
it  in  never  fuch  reputation.  Deftitute  of  piety, 
the  principles  of  condud  are  mean  and  degrading, 
I  would  have  my  young  friends  early  to  feel  their 
importance.  You  are  the  offspring  of  God.  You 
can  love  and  ferve  him  now.  In  heaven  you  may 
he  happy  in  his  friendfhip  and  blefling.  Let  this 
ever  be  in  view.  It  would  have  a  happy  effect 
on  all  your  lives.  Ornaments  indeed  you  would 
feek  after,  but  they  would  principally  be  the  orna«* 
merits  of  the  mind.  Highly  ambitious  would  you 
be  to  pieafe;  but  it  would  be  to  pieafe  God.  Re¬ 
proach  you  would  greatly  dread,  but  it  would  be 
the  reproach  of  wafting  your  days  in  triffiing  and 


folly.  Without  piety,  you  can  never  ail  with  a 
ipirit  truly  independent.  You  may  think  the  pi¬ 
ous  a  mean-fpiritcd  race;  but  the  imputation  falls 
indeed  on  you.  In  the  face  of  fcornand  contempt, 
they  act  a  wife  and  godly  part,  becaufe  it  is  their 
duty;  but  you  would  not  for  the  world  be  unlike 
others,  in  the  mode  of  living  and  of  conduit, 
lhould  you  even  be  perfuaded  of  the  impropriety 
of  your  behavior.  In  this  inftance,  we  recognize 
a  meannefs  altogether  unworthy.  In  the  other,  a 
greatnefs  which  is  highly  exemplary.  When  I 
recommend  piety,  therefore,  to  my  young  friends, 
I  confult  their  honor  as  well  as  their  happinefs.™ 
Without  you  are  pious,  my  other  advices  are  all 
lod.  indultry,  without  piety,  is  bufily  doing  nor¬ 
thing,  fince  you  neglect  the  great  duty  of  life: 
Economy,  without  piety,  is  making  your  arrange¬ 
ments,  and  omitting  what  ought  to  appear  in  the 
urn  rand.  I  rudence,  without  piety,  is  guarding 
your  iafety  in  f mailer  inflances,  but  overlooking 
altogether  where  you  are  mod  expofed.  Charity 
without  piety,  is  an  empty  name  which  can  profit 
you  nothing.  Let  us  hear  the  conclufion  of  the  whole 
matter:  Fear  God,  and  keep  his  commandments :  for  this 
is  the  whole  duty  op  man.  For  God  fall  bring  every 
worz  into  judgment^  with  every  fecrei  thing ,  zv  bet  her 
it  be  goody  or  whether  it  be  evil. 

I  have  now  endeavored  to  reduce  the  character 
in  my  text,  to  its  firft  principles.  The  operation 
of  thefe  principles  in  high  life,  is  deferibed  in  this 
chapter,  and  was  formerly  explained.  When  the 
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principles  are  known,  the  application  of  them  to 
every  rank  cannot  be  difficult.  I  have  addreffed 
myfe!f  particularly  to  the  young,  becaufe  their  ha¬ 
bits  are  not  yet  formed  ;  and  1  would  have  thern 
early  to  habituate  themfeives  to  walk  in  wifdom’s 
ways.  But  what  is  required  in  them  is  neceflary 
in  all;  but  efpecialiy  in  you  who  have  named  the 
name  of  Chrift.  By  your  indufiry,  your  economy, 
your  prudence,  your  charity,  your  piety, you  muft 
ffiine  as  lights  in  the  world— you  mud  adorn  your 
profeffion — you  muft  recommend  the  ways  of 
God  unto  others,  and  induce  them  to  receive  the 
Saviour  s  yoite,  and  to  take  upon  them  his  burden. 
May  God  biefs  his  word.  Amen. 


SERMON  XXIX.* 
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Minifter  of  a  Prefbyterian  Church,  Orange,  New  Jerfey, 


E  p  h  e,  iv.  3,  4. 


Endeavoring  to  keep  the  unity  of  the  fpirit  in  the  lend 


of  peace—there  is  one  body. 


ANIFOLD  are  the  works  of  God,  by  which 


^  JL  he  has  difplayed  his  glorious  perfections, 
and  commands  the  admiration  and  love  of  all  holy 
beings.  The  work  of  creation  how  wonderful ! 
The  mvifible  things  of  God,  from  the  creation  of 
the  world,  are  clearly  to  be  fecn,  being  underflood 
by  the  things  which  are  made,  even  his  eternal 
power  and  godhead.  On  this  occafion,  the  morn¬ 
ing  ftars  fang  together,  and  all  the  fons  of  God 
ihouted  for  joy. 

But,  my  brethren,  this  is  followed,  yea,  exceed¬ 
ed  by  the  more  glorious  and  aiiomfhmg  work  of 
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redemption,  and  on  this  occafion,  the  heavenly 
hoft  fang  glory  to  God  in  the  higheft— in  this  the 
great  Jehovah  defigns  to  give  the  brigheft  difplay 
oi  his  glorious  perfections,  as  the  infpired  aporrle 
fays  To  the  intent  that  now  unto  the  principalities 
and  poweii  s  in  heavenly  places ,  wight  he  known  by  the 
church  the  manifold  wifdqm  oj  God . 


The  cnureh  of  (Thrift,  therefore,  is  an  honorable 
body,  the  deareft  intereft,  the  moft  important 
caufe  on  earth;  this  is  (Thrift's  kingdom,  founded 
by  his  own  blood  on  the  ruins  of  fa  tan’s  empire  % 
the  glorious  cauie  which  God  has  fupported  in  alf 
ages  of  the  world,  and  which  he  will  fupport  ar. 
gainft  the  united  force  of  earth  and  hell, 


The  intereft  and  welfare  of  the  church  of  (Thrift 
ha\  c  oeen  ever  Gear  to  all  the  friends  of  God,  and 
as  uniformly  oppofed  by  all  his  enemies.  Thus 
angels  are  faid  to  be  minifering  fpirits  to  the  heirs 
oj  falvation ;  and  all  faints,  and  good  men  of  old, 
cheerfully  gave  their  intereft,  influence  and  affec¬ 
tion  to  this  caufe — Thus  breathes  the  pious  pfalm- 
id-  If  I  forget  thee ,  Q  Jerufalem!  The  apoftles 
and  primitive  Chriftians  poflfriTed  the  fame  af- 
fehiion  in  the  high  eft  degree,  and  counted  not 
ihch  lives  dear,  but  freely  gave  up  all  for  the  pro?- 
motion  and  defence  of  rhis  glorious  caufe — Thus 
the  apoftle  declares — For  this  I  fujfer  all  thefe 
things,  neverUoelefs  lam  not  afhamed .  In  the  church 
or  (Thrift,  the  promifes,  and  all  the  diftinguifhing 
bJefiings  and  privileges  of  God’s  people  are  realized 


and  enjoyed — here,  they  enjoy  the  bleffings  of 
children  in  nonage,  and  are  trained  up  for  glory, 
honor,  and  immortality  in  a  future  ftate. 

And  fince  Chrift  Jefus  came  in  the  flefh,  and 
has  broken  down  the  middle  wall  of  partition,  the 
door  of  entrance  into  this  kingdom  is  open  to  all 
nations — for  God  fo  loved  the  world ,  that  he  gave  his 
only  begotten  Son ,  that  zvhofoever  believeth  in  him JJjould 
not  perifh ,  but  have  everlafting  life .  Now  zvhofoever 
will ,  may  come ,  and  take  the  water  of  life  freely . 
It  is  true,  as  thefe  privileges  and  bleffings  are  fpi- 
ritual,  none  can  enjoy  them,  but  thofe  who  are  fpi- 
ritually  minded,  for  the  natural  man  receiveth  not 
the  things  of  the  fpirit  of  God:  for  they  are  foolifhnefs 
unto  him ;  neither  can  he  know  them ,  becaufe  they  are 
fpiniually  difcerned.  And  none  are  welcome  but  thofe 
who  come  in  by  Chrift  the  door.  As  thefe  are  the 
difciples  of  Chrift  profeffedly  feparated  from  the 
reft  of  the  world,  fo  they  are  a  diftincl  body  a- 
grceably  to  the  declaration  of  Chrift  before  Pilate, 
My  kingdom  is  not  of  this  wot  Id ;  and  to  the  defign  of 
his  death,  which  was  to  purify  unto  himfelf  a  peculi¬ 
ar  people  zealous  of  good  works.  As  good  fubjedls 
of  his  kingdom,  they  are  bound  by  a  new  and  fpe- 
cia!  command  to  love  one  another  as  brethren, 
and  walk  worthy  of  the  vocation  wherewith  they 
are  called,  zvith  all  lowlinefs  and  meeknefs ,  with  long 
fuffenng ,  forbearing  one  another  in  lovey  ftriving  with 
the  utmoft  diligence  and  activity,  as  the  word  fig« 
nines  in  the  original,  to  keep  the  unity  of  the  fpirit 
in  the  bond  of  peace. 
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What  is  further  propofed  by  divine  afliftance, 
in  the  profeeution  of  the  fubjed  agreeably  to  our 
text,  is, 

I.  To  fhew,  that  the  church  of  Chrift,  on  earth, 

is  one  body. 

II.  To  fhew,  that  there  is  a  glorious  foundation 
in  the  church  of  Chrift  for  unity  and  peace. 

III.  To  point  out  fome  of  thofe  ways  by  which 
we  are  to  endeavor  to  keep  in  the  church  of  Chrift 
the  unity  of  the  fpirit  in  the  bond  of  peace.  And 
laftly,  make  fome  reflections  on  the  fubjed:. 

I.  That  the  church  of  Chrift  on  earth  is  one 
body. 

It  may,  perhaps,  caft  fome  light  on  this  fubjcds 
to  look  back  to  the  firft  inftitut  on  of  the  church 
of  Chrift,  and  there  we  (hall  find  the  brethren  with 
me  accord ,  together  in  one  place ,  wThen  the  church 
confided  only  of  about  one  hundred  and  twenty 
fouls,  and  then  it  immediately  increafed  to  above 
three  thoufand,  and  foon  after  to  five  thou«. 
fand,  then  it  arofe  even  to  a  multitude.  Still  ft; 
was  but  one  church,  one  body  in  the  ftrideft  fenfe; 
and  we  are  foon  informed,  that  multitudes,  both 
of  men  and  women,  were  added  to  the  Lord;  and 
we  are  ftil!  inftruded  that  they  were  together  with 
one  accord  as  one  body,  for  the  multitude  of  be¬ 
lievers  w  ere  of  one  heart  and  one  foul,  and  had  all 
things  common.  And  when  the  number  of  be¬ 
lievers  was  fo  increafed,  that  for  the  fake  of  ac~ 


eommodation,  they  were  obliged  to  meet  in  differ¬ 
ent  places,  and  under  different  miniffers,  they  were 
as  really  one  body  as  when  they  all  met  in  an  up¬ 
per  room. 

And  it  is  alfo  evident,  that  when  by  reafon  of 
the  perfecution,  believers  were  fcattered  abroad, 
and  the  church  of  Car  iff  appeared  in  different 
places,  it  was  one  great  body  or  fpiritual  commu¬ 
nity.  Thus  it  appears,  agreeably  to  the  original 
conffitution  of  the  church,  that  however  great  the 
number  of  believers,  and  though  they  aflcmble  in 
different  places  for  worftlip,  and  inhabit  d  iff  ant 
climes,  they  are  one  church,  and  make  one  body. 

And  we  are  confirmed  in  this  by  many  paffagcs 
of  the  facred  fcriptures— fee  our  bleffed  Saviour’s 
addrefs  to  Peter,  when  he  had  confefled  the  true 
foundation  of  the  church — 'Thou  art  Peter ,  and  up - 
on  this  rock  I  zvill  build  my  church .  To  the  fame 
purpofe  is  our  Saviour’s  prayer — And  now  I  am  no 
more  in  the  world ,  but  thefe  are  in  the  worlds  and  I 
come  to  thee.  Holy  Father ,  keep  through  thine  own 
name  thoje  whom  thou  haft  given  me ,  that  they  may  be 
one,  as  we  are.  Neither  pray  1  for  thefe  alone ,  but  for 
them  alfo  which  jh all  believe  on  me  through  their  word  • 
that  they  all  may  be  one ;  as  thou ,  Father,  art  in  me , 
and  1  in  thee,  that  they  alfo  may  be  one  in  us ;  that  the 
world  may  believe  that  thou  haft  fent  me.  And  the 
glory  which  thou  gaveft  me  I  have  given  them;  that 
they  may  be  one,  even  as  we  are  one.  So  i  Cor.  xii. 
13.  For  by  one  fpirit  are  we  all  baptized  into  one  body. 
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whether  we  he  Jews  or  Gentiles,  whether  we  be  bond 
or  free;  and  have  been  all  made  to  drink  into  one 
fpirit . 

It  is  readily  granted  that  the  church  of  Chrift 
is  fpoken  of  in  a  more  limited  fenfe,  when  only  a 

particular  part  of  this  body  is  defigned _ as  the 

church  of  God  at  Corinth— the  church  in  thy  houfe . 
The  plain  fa<5t  is  this;  the  church  in  this  or  that 
place  is  confidered  as  a  particular  branch  of  this 
one  body;  for  as  every  particular  church  of  Chrift 
confifts  of  many  individual  Chrillians,  as  mem¬ 
bers,  fo  this  one  body  is  made  up  of  many  parti¬ 
cular  churches,  as  branches  of  this  great  commu¬ 
nity  of  believers. 

It  muft  alfo  be  granted,  as  a  fad:  too  evident  to 
be  denied,  that  there  are  focieties  of  men  under 
this  charader,  which  do  not  belong  to  this  body; 
their  foundation  and  policy  being  dTentially  dif¬ 
ferent,  owning  another  head,  they  cannot,  with 
propriety,  be  called  churches  of  Chrift,  and  muft 
of  courfe  belong  to  another  body. 

*  *  «.  C*  .  .  „  »  ,  *.  \  [ 

But  'as  it  is  a  point  of  no  fmall  importance, 
whether  ail  the  particular  churches  of  Chrift  on 
earth,  however  feparated  by  land  or  fea,  or  diftin- 
guifhed  by  denominations,  are  in  fad:  one  body  : 

I  beg  leave  a  little  further  to  confider  and  illuftrate 
this  matter.  And  here  if  we  attend  to  the  analo¬ 
gical  reprefentation  of  the  facred  feriptures  on  this 
head,  we  fhali  be  invariably  led  to  the  fame  con- 
.eiuftom 


The  church  is  called  a  kingdom.  There  is  but 
tone  king  and  head  Chrift  Jefus,  who  is  the  only 
Lord  and  law-giver,  as  God  hath  exalted  him  to 
be  a  Prince  and  Saviour,  and  made  him  head  over 
all  things  to  the  church,  to  whom  every  branch 
owes,  and  every  member  profeffes  fupreme  love, 
abfolute  fubmiffion  and  obedience. 

Thus  allb  we  find  the  church  compared  to  the 
natural  body.  But,  fpeakmg  the  truth  in  love,  may 
grow  up  into  him  m  all  things,  which  is  the  head, 
even  Chrifi :  from  whom  the  whole  body  fitly  joined  to- 
gether,  and  compared  by  that  which  every  joint  fuppli - 
eth,  according  to  the  effectual  working  in  the  meafure 
of  every  pai  t,  maketh  increafe  of  the  body,  unto  the  edi — 
fying  of  itfelf  in  love.  Eph.  iv.  1 5,  1 6.  For  as  the 
body  is  one,  and  bath  many  members,  and  all  the  mem - 
bers  of  that  one  body,  being  many,  are  one  body;  fo  alfo 
is  Chrifi.  In  this  we  fee  all  the  various  parts,  limbs 
and  membeis  harmonizing  in  one  head,  governed 
by  one  general  law,  quickened  by  one  fpirit,  nour- 
ifhed  and  fupported  from  one  common  fource, 
making  one  natural  body.  * 

Again  it  is  compared  to  a  beautiful  heufe— Now, 
therefore,  ye  are  no  more  fir angers  and  foreigners ,  but 
fellow-citizens  with  the  faints,  and  of  the  houfehold  of 
Cod  and  1  Cor.  iii.  9.  For  we  are  laborers  toge¬ 
ther  with  God:  ye  are  God’s  hujbandry •  ye  are  God’s 
building,  which  is  compofed  of  various  materials, 
as  S°ld>  filver  and  precious  Hones ;  which  hath  dif- 
tmet  courfes,  different  apartments,  many  utenfils 
and  yet  one  building,  as  it  has  one  general  enclo* 
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fure  and  common  foundation.  This  alfo  brings 
to  our  view  the  church  as  one  body,  built  on  Chrift 
Jefus,  its  only  foundation,  agreeably  to  what 
the  apoftle  fays — For  other  foundation  can  no  man  lay 
than  that  is  laid ,  which  is  Chrift  Jefus.  And  though 
fome  unfkilful  builders  ihould  introduce  wood. 


hay,  ftubble,  which  lhall  be  burnt  up,  yet  it  re¬ 
mains,  in  all  its  various  parts,  one  entire  diftinct 
body  or  fpiritual  building. 


II.  Thing  propofed  is,  to  fhew  that  there  is  an 
ample  and  proper  foundation  in  the  church  for 
unity  and  peace. 

Whoever  attends  to  the  original  conftitution  of 
the  church  of  Chrift,  will  readily  fee  that  it  is  a 
fociety  of  a  peculiar  nature,  as  its  foundation  and 
policy,  laws  and  maxims,  are  very  different  from 
the  kingdoms  of  this  world.  There  is,  therefore, 
doubtlefs  fomething  fpecial  in  the  unity  fpoken  of 
in  the  text ;  efpecially  as  the  apoftle  calls  it  the  uni¬ 
ty  of  the  fpirit,  and  qualifies  this,  by  adding,  in  the 
bond  of  peace,  i.  e.  holy  love,  which  w>as  enjoined 
by  Chrift  himfelf  on  all  his  difciples,  under  the 
form  of  a  new  command,  which  elfewhere  is  cal¬ 
led  the  bond  of  perfection.  There  is  a  kind  of  uni¬ 
ty  by  natural  ties  and  focial  connexions,  which  is 
but  a  fhadow  of  this.  There  is  a  unity  of  a  ci  vil 
nature,  which  is  very  different — there  is  alfo  a  fort 
of  agreement  in  wickednefs,  as  the  poet  expreffes, 

4  Devil  with  devils  damned,  firm  concord  hold  f 
but  this  alfo  is  not  only  different,  but  directly  op- 


pofite  in  its  very  nature.  The  unity  we  are  fpeak- 
ing  of  is  wrought  in  the  Chriftian  church  by  the 
holy  fpirit;  and  as  the  fruit  of  the  fpirit,  it  is  that 
facred  tic  which  makes  holy  beings  one  in  the 
moft  cordial  affedion;  by  which  alfo  in  faith, 
Chriftians  are  united  to  Chrift  the  head,  and  as 
members  of  the  church  his  body,  become  alfo 
members  one  of  another;  and  being  made  to  drink 
into  one  fpirit,  they  have  an  affectionate  fellow-feel^ 
ing  and  communion  one  with  another,  which  the 
apoftie  moft  beautifully  exprefles  in  his  ift  epiftle 
to  the  Cor.  xii.  12.  and  onward — As  the  body  is  one 
and  hath  masty  members ,  and  all  the  members  of  that 
one  body,  being  many ,  are  one  body  ;  for  by  one  fpirit  we 
are  all  baptized  into  one  body ,  whether  Jews  or  Gen¬ 
tiles,  whether  bond  or  free ,  and  have  been  all  made  to 
drink  into  one  fpirit — that  there  Jhould  be  no  fchifm  in, 
the  body ,  but  the  members  fhould  have  the  fame  care  one 
for  another ,  and  whether  one  member  fujfers ,  all  the 
members  fujfer  with  it ;  or  one  member  be  honored ,  all 
the  members  rejoice  with  it :  Now  ye  are  the  body  of 
Chrif,  and  members  in  particular # 

» 

Now,  my  brethren,  this  is  that  unity  of  the 
fpirit  in  the  bond  of  peace,  which  is  defigned  in 
our  text;  and  you  alfo  fee  in  the  view, the  infpir- 
ed  apoftie  here  gives  of  the  matter,  that  there  is  a 
proper  foundation  for  it  in  the  conftitution  of  the 
church  of  Chrift.  And  this  will  further  appear  if 
we  attend  to  certain  fads  the  apoftie  gives  us  in 
our  text  and  context* 


1.  There  is  one  body  and  one  fpirit.  If  parti¬ 
cular  churches  of  Chrift,  or  the  churches  of  Chrift 
under  diftinfc  Prefbyteries  or  Synods,  or  even  of 
different  denominations,  were  really  different  fe- 
parate  bodies,  as  bigotry  and  party-zeal  feem  to 
luppofe,  their  duty,  as  well  as  feveral  interefts, 
might  neceflarily  clafli  and  counter-aft  each  other, 
as  we  often  fee  in  the  kingdoms  of  this  world. 
But  now  hath  Chrift  jefus  fo  conflituted  his  church 
one  body,  and  made  all  its  true  members  drink  in¬ 
to  one  fpirit,  as  to  lay  a  proper  bafts  for  the  moft 
perfect  unity  and  peace,  amid  ft  all  poftible  variety. 

2.  There  is  one  king  and  head.  The  church 
of  Chrift  univerfally  owns,  according  to  its  nature 
and  conftitution,  one  king  and  head  Chrift  Jefus. 
As  all  the  members  of  the  natural  body  are  united 
under  one  head,  fo  all  the  particular  churches  of 
this  body  being  united  to  Chrift  by  faith,  have  in 
him  their  glorious  king  and  head,  a  moft  ample 
foundation  for  union  and  peace;  for  he  is  the  chief 
among  ten  thoufand \  and  altogether  lovely . 

3.  There  is  one  faith  and  one  baptifm,  the  rule 
of  both  fufficiently  clear  and  exprefs  in  all  effentiai 
matters,  to  every  honeft  and  unprejudiced  mind* 
Under  the  influence  of  the  fame  fpirit — the  peace 
and  unity  of  the  church  is  to  be  prefervcd,  though 
it  be  to  the  exclufion  of  thofc  who,  in  docftrine  or 
practice,  may  oppofe  the  truth,  agreeably  to  Titus 
iff  1 0, 1  r A  man  that  is  an  heretic ,  after  thefirf  and 
Jccond  admonition ,  rejeSf;  knowing  that  he  that  is  fuch 
is  Jubverted ,  and  finneth>  being  condemned  of  himfelf 
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And  fo  here  alfo,  there  is  a  proper  foundation  for 

unity  and  peace  in  this  body. 

Again.  ’There  h  one  God  and  Father  of  ally  fays 
the  apoftle,  who  is  above  ally  and  through  ally  and  in 
all — one  common  caufe  and  hope  of  their  calling, 
the  fame  intereft  and  portion  for  all;  the  glory  of 
God,  the  intereft  of  the  Redeemer's  kingdom,  the 
good  of  immortal  fouls,  or  in  a  word,  the  know¬ 
ledge,  fervice,  and  enjoyment  of  the  bleffed  God 
forever. 

III.  To  point  out  feme  of  thofe  ways  by  which 
we  arc  to  endeavor  to  keep  in  the  church  of  Chrift, 
the  unity  of  the  fpirit  in  the  bond  of  peace. 

That  Chriftians  and  Chriftian  churches  ought 
to  live  in  love  and  peace,  no  one  pretends  to  doubt. 
And  that  offences  will  come  is  alfo  certain ;  and  that 
Chriftians  fometirnes  havegrofsly  erred  with  regard 
to  the  way  and  means  by  which  they  are  to  preferve 
the  unity  of  the  fpirit,  is  moft  evident.  Some  have 
fuppofed  uniformity  abfclutely  neceffary  to  unity; 
yea,  fome  lay  fuch  ftrefs  upon  this,  that  becaufe 
of  the  great  variety  in  the  church  in  this  refpeeft, 
they  rejeeft  Chriflianity  by  wholefale,  as  nothing 
but  pricftcraft  and  delufion ;  while  others  are  fo 
bigoted  to  certain  rites,  modes  and  forms  of  their 
own,  that  with  them,  all  non-conformifts  are  un¬ 
churched  as  fchifmatical  heretics,  with  whom  it  is 

.4  *  4 

unlawful  to  hold  any  Chriftian  communion. 

But,  my  brethren,  this  is  fo  far  from  being  ne- 
ceffary  to  Chriftian  unity  and  peace,  that  every  at- 
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tempt  to  reduce  the  church  to  uniformity  has  pro-* 
duced  the  contrary  effed,  has  been  invariably  at¬ 
tended  with  fcandalous  feuds,  bitter  animofities, 
which  have  moft  commonly  iffued  in  rents  and 
divifionis.  And  the  enforcing  of  this  meafure,  by 
Various  denominations  of  Chriftians  in  their  turns, 
by  iniquitous  ads  of  uniformity,  has  been,  per¬ 
haps,  the  moft  fuccefsful  engine  the  devil  ever 
played  againft  the  church. 

It  is  likewife  evident  to  every  one  who  is  ac¬ 
quainted  with  the  hiftory  of  the  church  in  ages 
paft,  or  has  attended  to  fads  in  his  own  time,  that 
when  religion  has  been  the  moft  flourifhing,  and 
the  unity  of  the  fpirit  moft  perfed,  the  leaft  ftrefs 
has  been  laid  on  modes  and  forms,  which  are  not 
exprefsly  enjoined  by  Chrift. 

And  on  the  other  hand,  when  the  life  and  power 
of  religion  have  been  the  weakeft,  and  the  love  of 
many  waxen  cold,  then  rites  and  ceremonies,  modes 
and  forms,  have  been  made  effential  to  communi¬ 
on,  enforced  by  baneful  ads  of  uniformity,  follow¬ 
ed  by  diforder  and  confufion,  and  the  birth  of  new 
feds  and  denominations  of  Chriftians. 

Nor  can  I  join  with  thofe  who  think  it  neceffa- 
ry  to  reduce  the  church  of  Chrift  to  one  denomi¬ 
nation,  and  make  it  fubjed  to  one  form  of  govern¬ 
ment. 

We  dare  not  deny  that  there  are  churches  of 
Chrift  of  different  denominations,  and  under  dif¬ 
ferent  forms  of  govenment. 
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And,  my  dear  brethren,  where  is  the  inconfiftan- 
cy  in  our  keeping  the  unity  of  the  fpirit  with  eve-* 
ry  church  of  Chrift  of  any  denomination,  fince  all 
make  one  body.  And  who  can  fay  there  are  not 
fome  errors  or  imperfections  attending  every 
Chriftian,  and  churches  of  every  denomination  of 
Chriftians.  Therefore,  in  order  to  preferve  the 
unity  of  the  fpirit  in  the  bond  of  peace,  the  infpir- 
ed  apoftle  fo  warmly  recommends  humility  and 
meeknefs,  with  long-fuffering  and  forbearing  one 
another  in  love.  For  as  thefe  are  the  certain  fruits 
of  that  one  fpirit,  which  is  in  all  the  churches  of 
Chrift,  fo  no  way  or  meafure  whatever,  without 
the  exercife  of  thefe  graces,  can  keep  the  unity  of 
the  fpirit  in  the  bond  of  peace. 

It  is  eafy  to  fee,  without  this  heavenly  temper, 
and  in  the  exercife  of  the  oppofite  dilpoiition  of 
bigotry  and  party-zeal,  nothing  but  envy,  ftrife 
and  contention  will  follow.  Of  the  truth  of  this 
obfervation,  we  too  often  have  the  lad  experience. 
Nor  can  it  be  otherwife  expedted  in  this  imper- 
fedt  ftate  of  things,  when  there  is  fuch  a  great  dif- 
parity  in  knowledge,  gifts  and  grace,  as  well  as 
vaft  difference  in  the  cuffoms,  habits,  modes  of 
education,  and  natural  tempers  of  Chriftians. 

But  in  the  due  poffeftion  and  exercife  of  thefe 
graces  of  the  fpirit,  while  humility  and  meeknefs' 
keep  good  order  at  home,  long-fuffering  and  for¬ 
bearance  toward  others  will  follow  of  courfe,  and 
the  unity  of  the  fpirit  in  the  bond  of  peace,  will 


be  preferved  in  the  church  of  Chrift,  where  there 
is  a  glorious  foundation  for  ftrideft  harmony,  a- 
midft  a  mod  furprifing  variety.  But  to  be  a  lit¬ 
tle  more  particular,  with  all  due  fubmifiion  to  my 
dear  brethren  in  the  miniftry,  and  refped  to  this 
numerous  aflembly,  I  would  hazard  a  few  thoughts 
further  on  this  heard.  Firft,  In  order  to  keep  the 
unity  of  the  fpirit  in  the  bond  of  peace,  great  care 
fhould  be  taken  with  regard  to  the  admiflion  of 
members  into  the  church  of  Chrift. 

l 

Many  of  the  real  friends  of  union  and  peace,  be¬ 
hold  with  no  fmall  concern  and  diftrefs,  the  grow¬ 
ing  laxity  in  fome  parts  of  the  church  in  this  re¬ 
fped.  Deviations  from  the  rule  in  admiflion  of 
members  into  the  church,  mull  very  materially 
effed  the  unity  and  peace  of  the  body,  but  no  one 
perhaps  more  eflentially  than  this.  1  . 

And  though  particular  churches  may  not  be 
fully  agreed,  as  to  the  internal  qualifications  for 
Chriftian  communion,  yet  I  believe  there  is  no  dif¬ 
ference  among  us  refpeding  the  moral  charaders 
of  thofe  who  are  to  be  admitted  into  the  church. 

If,  therefore,  minifters  and  churches  ad  from 
carnal,  worldly  and  felfifh  motives,  and  admit  in¬ 
to  the  church  men  of  heretical  principles,  or  im¬ 
moral  lives,  is  not  the  unity  of  the  fpirit,  and  the 
peace  of  the  church  ncceffarily  broken;  for  as  the 
apoftle  fays — IVbat  fellowjhip  hath  righteoufnefs  with 
mrighteoufnefs ,  and  what  communion  hath  light  with 
darknefs ,  and  zvhat  concord  hath  Chrift  with  Belial ,  or 
w, bat  part  hath  he  that  believeth  with  an  infidel. 


2.  We  are  to  endeavor  to  keep  the  unity  of  the 
fpirit,  by  the  regular  and  proper  exercife  of  the 
difcipline  Chrift  hath  appointed  in  his  church. 

This,  my  brethren,  is  a  matter  of  great  impor- 
tance,  but  very  difficult,  if  not  impoffible,  in 
churches  where  no  proper  care  is  taken,  as  to  the 
admiffion  of  members. 

For  if  perfons  are  admitted  into  the  church 
without  religion  or  morals,  with  what  propriety, 
I  afk,  or  even  confi ftency,  can  they  be  difciplined 
and  cut  off,  for  irreligious  and  immoral  lives  ? 
And  if  Rich  are  allowed  to  live  in  the  church,  what 
is  the  unity,  and  what  the  bond  of  peace? 

Is  it  not  moft  evident,  my  brethren,  that  agree¬ 
ment  in  this,  is  not  only  fub verfive  of  that  holy 
unity,  the  apoftle  recommends,  but  alfo  very  de- 
ftrudive  to  the  profperity  and  peace  of  the  houfe- 
hold  of  faith?  Whereas,  Ihould  the  difcipline  of 
the  church  be  kept  up  in  the  fpirit  the  apoftle 
here  recommends,  it  would  have  a  powerful  ten¬ 
dency  to  heal  divifions,  to  remove  fcandals,  cor¬ 
rect  diforders,  promote  holinels  and  purity  in  the 

church,  and  preferve  the  unity  of  the  fpirit  in  the 
bond,  of  peace . 

Difcipline  will  nip  error  and  fchifm  in  the  bud, 

and  prevent  the  growth  of  thofe  bitter  roots,  winch 

fpnnging  up,  have  fo  often  interrupted  the  peace 
and  unity  of  the  church. 

And  laftiy ,  great  care  Ihould  be  taken,  that  A 
general  intercourfe  of  brotherly  love  Ihould  be  kept 
VoL.  II.  Z  * 
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tip  as  much  as  poffible,  among  the  members  and 
branches  of  Chrift’s  church.  And  as  the  church 
is  one  body,  and  has  one  fpirit,  head  and  common, 
intereft,  one  God  and  Father  of  all,  there  moft  cer¬ 
tainly  is  a  proper  foundation  for  this,  not  only  a- 
mong  thofe  who  are  under  one  form  of  church 
government,  but  alfo  thofe  of  different  denomina¬ 
tions. 

This  will  greatly  promote  unity  and  peace  ma¬ 
ny  ways,  and  moft  effectually  deftroy  the  contract¬ 
ed  fpirit  of  bigotry  and  party-zeal,  the  peft  of  fo- 
ciety,  and  bane  of  the  church. 

From  fuch  an  intercourfe  of  brotherly  love  and 
mutual  good  offices,  among  the  various  members 
and  branches  of  the  church  of  Chrift,  great  good 
may  be  expeCt-ed  to  the  common  caufe,  not  only 
as  it  directly  promotes  the  unity  and  peace  of  the 
body;  but  alfo,  as  it  gives  the  moft  ftriking  prac¬ 
tical  evidence  of  the  truth  of  the  Chriftian  religi¬ 
on  in  general,  and  of  the  reality  of  it  in  the  church, 

^  to  the  no  imall  terror  and  confufion  of  the  com¬ 
mon  enemy. 

And  permit  me  juft  to  obferve  here,  that  this 
remark  has  great  weight  in  it,  when  applied  to 
the  clergy  of  all  denominations.  And  in  order  to 
reduce  it  to  practice,  we  need  only  comply  with 
the  pathetic  addrefs  of  the  apoftle  in  our  text, 
which  under  the  commanding  force  of  infpirati- 
on,  he  introduces  in  the  moft  affecting  manner 
thus;  /  therefore  the  prifoner  of  the  Lord  bejcech  you  % 
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that  ye  walk  worthy  of  the  vocation  wherewith  ye  are 
called ,  with  all  lowlinefs  and  meeknefsy  with  long-fuf- 
fering,  forbearing  one  another  in  love ,  endeavoring  to 
keep  the  unity  of  the fpint  in  the  bond  of  peace. 

I  would  beg  leave  juft  to  fuggeft  here,  (liould 
fome  general  plan  of  mutual  intercourfe,  in  bro¬ 
therly  love,  with  all  the  churches  of  Chrift 
throughout  the  world,  be  formed  and  carried  into 
execution,  in  the  fpirit  of  our  text,  whether  it  would 
not  have  a  molt  happy  tendency  to  heal  the  pre- 
fent  divifions  ot  the  church,  preferve  the  peace 
and  unity  of  the  body,  and  greatly  promote  the 
profperity  and  welfare  of  the  common  caufe  ? 

A  brief  improvement  {hall  now  clqfe  the  dift 
courfe.  We  may  hence  learn. 


1 .  That  all  the  particular  members  and  branch¬ 
es  of  the  church  of  Chrift,  have  their  ufe  and  im¬ 
portance  in  the  common  caufe,  from  the  higheft 
to  the  low  eft,  horn  tne  greateft  to  the  leaft,  and 
from  the  firft  to  the  laft.  For  if  the  church,  which 
has  many  members,  be  one  body,  and  God  hath 
fet  all  the  membeis  in  this  body,  as  it  hath  plead¬ 
ed  him,  then  none  can  fay  to  others,  we  have  no 
need  of  you;  for  as  in  the  natural  body,  the  eye 
cannot  fay  unto  the  hand,  1  have  no  need  of  thee, 
nor  the  head  to  the  feet,  I  have  no  need  of  you,  fo 

it  is  in  this  body,  every  member  has  his  particular 
piace,  or  office  in  the  church. 


2.  That  we  fhould  all  have  the  fame  affection¬ 
ate  care  and  tendernefs  toward  all  the  members 
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and  branches  of  the  church  of  Chrift.  For  if  there* 
be  in  the  church,  an  ample  foundation  for  unity 
and  peace,  as  has  been  proved,  then  doubtlefs,  as 
members  of  this  one  body,  we  are  all  bound  to  ex- 
crcife  the  fame  affectionate  care  and  tendernefs 
toward  each  other.  As  in  the  natural  body,  there 
can  be  no  greater  mark  of  madnefs  than  for  the 
members  to  be  at  variance,  tearing  each  other  to 
pieces;  fo  it  is  an  affecting  inftance  of  fpiritual 
infanity  and  wickednefs,  for  the  members  and 
branches  of  the  church,  calling  off  all  care  and 
tendernefs,  to  injure  and  deftroy  each  other.  No¬ 
thing,  perhaps,  can  be  more  contrary  to  the  fpirit 
of  the  gofpel,  the  nature  of  religion,  the  defign  of 
the  church,  and  the  command  of  Chrift,  and  more 
offenfive  to  him  our  common  Lord  and  mailer. 

3.  It  is  of  great  importance  that  we,  as  Chrif- 
tians  and  Chriltian  minillers,  fhould  poffefs  the 
unity  of  the  fpirit  in  the  bond  of  peace. 

The  peace  and  welfare  of  the  church  is  clofely 
connected  with  the  temper  and  conduct  of  its  mi¬ 
nillers,  and  has  often  been  deeply  affected  there¬ 
by. 

It  is  true  we  do  not  all  fee  exactly  alike  in  all 
things,  therefore,  the  greater  necellity  of  meeknefs 
and  humility,  forbearing  one  another  in  love;  and 
it  is  true  that  we  do  not  fee  alike  with  ourfelves  at 
ail  times;  yet  we  can  have  charity,  and  exercifc 
great  tendernefs  towards  ourfelves.  So  we  ought 
alfo  towards  others,  Having  together  to  preferve 


in  the  church,  the  unity  of  the  fpirit  in  the  bond  of 
peace. 

I  beg  leave  alfo  to  obferve,  that  this  reflection 
has  particular  weight  with  application  to  us  at  this 
time,  as  we  are  about  to  eftablifh  a  form  of  church 
government  in  fome  refpeCts  new,  and  efpecially 
as  we  then  expeCt  to  be  divided  into  feveral  dif- 
tinCl  fynods. 

Hence  4.  'We  may  learn  that  it  is  very  wrong 
for  private  Chriftians  or  minifters  of  Chrift,  to  caft 
off  the  unity  of  the  fpirit,  or  break  the  bond  of 
peace,  with  any  part  of  the  church  of  Chrift.  For 
as  the  church  is  one  body,  and  Chrift  has  laid  a 
proper  foundation  for  unity  and  peace  in  this  fb- 
ciety,  we  are  all  bound  to  preferve  it,  notwithftand- 
ing  all  the  weaknefles  and  imperfections  which 
may  appear,  or  provocations  given,  bearing  and 
forbearing  one  another  in  love. 

To  conclude.  Let  us,  my  dear  friends  and 
brethren,  always  remember,  that  the  whole  church 
of  Chrift  on  earth,  however  feparated,  diftinguifh- 
cd,  and  modified,  is  one  body.  That  this  is  the 
caufe  of  God,  the  kingdom  of  the  bleffed  Redeem¬ 
er  purchafed  with  his  own  blood,  and  that  with  all 
its  imperfections,  it  is  ever  dear  to  him,  as  the  ap¬ 
ple  of  the  eye. 

Let  us  all,  therefore,  who  are  honored  with  the 
facred  work  of  the  gofpel  miniftry,  ever  feel  in  the 
molt  affeCting  manner,  the  near  relation  we  ftand 
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in  to  the  whole  church  of  Chfift.  And  as  there  is' 
fuch  an  ample  foundation  for  union  and  peace,  let 
us  all  here  unite,  and  now  honeftly  confult  the 
good  of  the  whole  body,  and  in  this  view,  take  the 
molt  tender  care  of  that  part  of  the  flock,  which 
comes  under  our  particular  watch,  either  in  our 
fynodical  or  preibyterial  capacity,  or  as  individual 
miniffers  of  Jefus  Chrift:  remembering  always, 
that  we  are  to  do  good  to  all  men,  as  we  have  an  op¬ 
portunity;  but  efpecially  to  the  boufehold  of  faith , 
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CANDID  READER, 

T  T  is  neceflary  to  advertife  thee,  that  the  follow- 
A  ing  Sermon  was  originally  wrote  for,  and  deli¬ 
vered  to  my  own  congregation,  the  firft  church 
and  fociety  in  Norwalk,  in  time  of  harveft; 
but  being  afterwards  on  a  vifit  at  Jamaica,  on 
Long-Ifland,  and  invited  to  preach  to  the  Prefby- 
terian  church  in  that  place,  of  which  I  had  for¬ 
merly  been  for  more  than  ten  years  minifter,  and 
to  the  paftoral  charge  of  which,  the  Rev.  George 
Faitoute,  had,  within  a  few  months  before,  been 
inftalled,  as  my  fucceffor— My  thoughts  naturally 
directed  me  to  this  difcourfe,  as  moft  fuitable.  Ac¬ 
cordingly  (omitting  thofe  parts  which  were  only 
applicable  to  my  prefent  congregation  in  Nor¬ 
walk)  I  delivered  the  reft  of  it  on  this  occafton; 
and  as  the  fubjed,  compared  with  our  circumftan- 
ces,  naturally  lead  to  it,  I  ventured,  in  the  conclu- 
iion  of  the  Sermon,  upon  an  extempore  addrefs  to 
minifter  and  people;  the  fubftance  of  which  I  have 
endeavored  to  recoiled,  as  far  as  my  memory 
would  ferve,  and  have  fubjoined  it  thereto. 

I  have  only  to  add  my  ftneere  wilhes,  that  the 
great  Lord  of  the  harveft,  who  fendeth  forth  labor¬ 
ers,  and  worketh,  by  whom  he  pleafeth,  may  blefg 
the  whole  to  the  good  of  fouls* 
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Say  not  ye ,  there  are  yet  four  months y  and  then  cometh 
harve.fi?  behold ,  1  fay  unto  you,  lift  up  your  eyes , 
and  look  on  the  fields  •  for  they  are  white  already  to 
harvefi ;  and  he  that  reapeth  receiveth  wages,  and 
gather eth fruit  unto  life  eternal;  that  both  he  that 
foweth ,  and  he  that  reapeth ,  may  rejoice  together: 
and  herein  is  that  faying  truey  one  foweth  and  another 
reapeth .  I  fent  you  to  reap  that  whereon  ye  befiow -x 

ed  no  labor ;  other  men  labored ,  and  ye  are  entered 
into  their  labors . 

IT  was  the  great  and  excellent  character  of  the 
Lord  Jefus  Chrift,  that  he  went  about  doing 
good.  Into  whatever  place  or  company  he  came, 
in  the  houfe  and  by  the  way,  at  the  table  and  in 
his  walks,  among  friends  and  enemies,  he  embrac¬ 
ed  every  opportunity  of  glorifying  God  and  bene- 
Vo l.  II.  A  a 
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iiting  mankind.  To  promote  thefe  important  and 
benevolent  ends,  the  method  which  he  took  was 
the  wxi'e it  and  beft  adapted  to  attract  attention, 
and  imprefs  the  mind,  that  can  be  imagined. 

He  collected  images,  and  drew  a  leffon  of  in- 
liruCtion  from  all  the  productions  of  nature,  and 
all  the  objects  around  him.  The  luminaries  of 
Heaven,  the  birds  of  the  air,  the  beads  of  the  field, 
and  the  fifhes  of  the  fea :  The  viciilitudes  of  the 
feafons,  with  their  productions — the  lilies  arrayed 
in  their  beautiful  attire;  the  trees  putting  forth 
their  leaves ;  the  vine  bearing  fruit ;  the  barren  fig- 
tree;  the  living  fountain  and  refrelhing  ftream; 
the  ploughing  of  the  ground ;  the  fowing  of  the 
feed;  the  fpringing  up  and  growing  of  the  grain 
with  the  tares;  the  whitening  harveft;  the  joy  at 
in  gathering;  the  feparation  of  the  wheat  from  the 
chaff;  the  laying  up  the  one  in  the  granary  of  the 
hufbandman,  and  the  burning  the  other  with  fire, 
as  was  the  cuftom  in  eaftern  countries — Thefe, 
together  with  the  different  occupations,  common 
occurrences,and  remarkable  tranfaClions  of  human 
life,  proverbial  fayings,  Jewifh  types  and  ceremo¬ 
nies,  were  all  laid  hold  on  and  improved  as  occa- 
fion  offered,  or  they  prefented  to  his  view  and  ob- 
fervation,  to  convey  fome  ufeful  inftruCtion  in 
do&rine  and  morals,  to  his  difciples  and  followers. 

The  truth  of  thefe  obfervations,  the  whole  hif- 
tory  of  our  Lord’s  life  and  method  of  teaching  ful¬ 
ly  evinces,  and  a  molt  beautiful  illuftration  of  fe- 
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veral  of  them,  is  contained  in  our  text  and  con¬ 
text. 

In  the  beginning  of  this  chapter,  we  read,  that 
pafling  from  Judea  to  Galilee,  through  Samaria* 
and  being  wearied  with  his  journey,  Jefus  fathim- 
felf  down  to  reft  by  Jacob's  well,  near  the  city 
Sychar,  while  his  difciples  went  into  the  city  to 
purchafe  provifion  for  his,  and  their  own  refrefh- 
ment.  While  he  fat  thus  at  the  well,  waiting 
their  return,  there  came  a  Samaritan  woman  out 
of  the  city  to  draw  water— of  her,  afking  a  drink, 
and  receiving  an  anfwer,  which  imported  a  deni¬ 
al,  becaufe  he  was  a  Jew,  between  whofe  nation 
and  her  own,  there  was  the  moft  inveterate  hatred* 
he  took  occafion,  from  the  water,  which  the  had 
drawn  from  this  well,  to  difeourfe  to  her,  and  make 
her  a  free  offer  of  the  water  of  eternal  life ;  or  as 
the  figure  is  elfewhere  explained,  under  the  em¬ 
blem  of  water,  to  deferibe  to  her  the  nature,  and 
invite  her  to  partake  of  the  influences  of  the  holy 
fpirit— which,  like  water  to  a  man  parched  with 
third,  cools  the  heat  and  fervency  of  earthly  de¬ 
fires,  refrefhes  the  heart  with  divine  joy  and  com¬ 
fort  in  the  prefent  date,  and  will  be  the  fource  of 
complete  never-ending  felicity  in  Heaven ;  where 
none  of  the  continually  returning  wants,  which 
here  create  fo  much  trouble  and  uneafinefs,  will 
ever  be  felt  or  known — Jefus  anfzvered  and  /aid  un¬ 
to  her,  if  thou  knowefl  the  gift  of  God ,  and  who  it  is 
that  faith  unto  thee,  give  me  to  drink,  thou  wouldft 

have  ajkedofhim ,  and  he  would  have  given  thee  living 
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Water.  IVhnfoever  drinketh  of  this  water  j l all  thirfl 
again;  but  whofoever  drinketh  of  the  water  that  Ifhall 
give  him,  JJoall  never  thirft ;  but  the  water  that  Ifoall 
give  him  ifhall  be  m  him  a  well  of  watery  f fringing  up 
to  everlajhng  life .  After  thefe  remarks  upon  the 
nature  and  effedls  of  that  water  of  life,  which  Jefus 
had  to  give  and  now  offered  to  this  woman  of  Sa¬ 
maria,  he  embraced  the  opportunity  which  her  in¬ 
terrogatories  in  the  feque]  of  their  difcourfe,  gave 
him  firft  to  explain  to  her  the  nature  of  God,  and 

the  worfhip  which  is  to  be  paid  him,  and  then  up¬ 
on  her  expreffing  her  belief  and  expectation  of 
the  coming  of  the  Meffiah,  to  declare  unto  her 
that  he  himfelf  was  the  very  perfon.  I  kncws 
f aid  foe y  that  Meffias  ccmeih,  which  is  called  Chrift ; 
when  he  hath  come  he  will  tell  us  all  things .  Jtfus, 
faith  unto  her,  J  that  fpeak  unto  thee  am  he — of 
which  being  now  fully  convinced,  from  the  extra¬ 
ordinary  knowledge  which  he  difcovered  of  her 
own  circumftances  and  conduft,  and  feeling  fome- 
thing  of  that  benevolent  fpirit  which  the  gofpel 
ever  breathes  and  imparts  to  thofe  who  fubmit  to 
its  influence,  fine  is  anxious  that  her  friends  and 
acquaintance  fhould  partake  of  the  fame  good 
news.  In  the  joy  of  her  heart,  therefore,  fhe 
hades  away  to  them  faying,  come  fee  a  man  who 
hath  told  me  all  things  I  ever  did,  is  not  this  the 
Chrift?  Soon  after  her  departure  from  Jefus,  the 
difciples  returned  to  him  from  the  city,  with  the 
provifions  they  had  purchased,  and  prayed  him, 
faying,  mafter  eat:  To  which  invitation,  alluding 


to  the  difcourfe  in  which  he  had  been  employed, 
and  the  fuccefs  of  his  inftrudtions  to  the  Samari¬ 
tan  woman  in  their  abfence,  he  anfwered — I  have 
meat  to  eat  that  ye  know  not  of;  my  meat  is  to  do  the 
will  of  him  that  fent  me>  andfinifh  his  work .  At, this 
moment,  while  in  the  midft  of  his  difcourfe  with 
his  difciples,  upon  a  fubjedl  which  by  reafon  of 
their  abfence,  they  did  not  fo  well  underhand,  the 
Samaritan  woman,  with  numbers  of  others  to 
whom  fhe  had  carried  the  joyful  news  of  the  Mef- 
fiah,  appeared  in  fight,  with  fpeed  haftening  to  fee 
the  man  of  whom  file  had  told  fuch  wonderful 
things.  Upon  this,  as  is  probable  Jefus  fire  tell¬ 
ing  out  his  hand  and  pointing  towards  them,  ad- 
drefled  his  difciples  in  the  figurative  but  ftriking 
and  beautiful  lauguage  of  the  text. 

Say  not  ye ,  there  are yet  four  months ,  and  then  comet h 
harvefl ?  Behold ,  I  fay  unto  you>  lift  up  your  eyes  and  look 
on  the  fields ,  for  they  are  white  already  to  harvefl ; 
and  he  that  reapeth  receiveth  wages ,  and  gathereth 
fruit  unto  eternal  life>  that  both  he  that  foweth  and  he 
that  reapeth  may  rejoice  together :  and  herein  is  that 
faying  truey  one  foweth  and  another  reapeth .  I fent  you 
to  reap  that  on  which  ye  beftowed  no  labor ;  other  men 
labored  and  ye  are  entered  into  their  labors .  Some 
fuppofe  that  the  phrafe,  fay  ye  not  there  are  yet  four 
months  and  then  comeih  harvefl ,  was  a  proverbial 
exprefiion  ufed  for  the  encouragement  of  hufband- 
men,  at  the  time  of  fowing,  and  that  the  meaning 
of  our  Lord,  in  his  allufion  to  it  on  this  occafion, 
is  as  if  he  had  faid,  “  In  your  common  harvefl 
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you  ufually  lay — after  your  feed  is  fown,  four 
€€  months  henee  will  be  the  harveft  or  the  time 
ff  when  you  fhall  reap  the  feed  fown— but  in  this 
u  fpiritual  harveft  it  is  otherwife,  for  the  feed  fown 
“  in  the  heart  of  the  woman  of  Samaria,  but  an 
cr  hour  or  two  ago,  hath  made  thofe  Samaritans, 
cr  whom  ye  fee  coming  yonder  with  fuch  eager 
u  hafte,  already  ripe  for  the  harveft  or  gathering 

into  my  kingdom.”  But  though  this  interpre¬ 
tation  makes  a  very  profitable  fenfe,  yet  as  no  an¬ 
cient  author  gives  any  account  of  fuch  proverb, 
prevalent  among  the  Jews,  and  as  the  time  be¬ 
tween  fowing  and  harveft  is  different  with  differ¬ 
ent  kinds  of  grain,  I  rather  choofe  to  take  the  words 
in  their  literal  figniftcation,  fuppofing  them  to 
mean,  that  at  the  time  our  Lord  delivered  this  dif- 
courfe,  it  was  actually  four  months  from  their 
common  harveft;  and  as  Jacob's  well  was  with¬ 
out  the  city  Sychar,  according  to  Mr.  Maundrell, 
near  one  third  of  an  hour's  travel  diftant;  it  might 
be  furrounded  with  fown  fields,  whofe  then  ftate> 
compared  with  the  diftance  from  harveft,  might 
very  naturally,  according  to  our  Lord’s  ufual  me¬ 
thod  of  improving  the  objects  around  him,  give 
rife  to  the  figurative  language  of  the  text  which 
applied  to  the  Samaritans,  who  ftruck  with  the  re¬ 
port  of  the  woman,  were  corning  to  enquire  into, 
and  fee  for  themfelves  the  truth  of  the  thing  {he 
had  told  them,  means,  that  though  it  was  thei'q 
indeed,  four  months  before  their  earthly  harveft 
would  come  on,  yet  the  fpiritual  harveft  in  thefe 
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Samaritans,  was  in  a  fenfe,  now  fully  ripe,  and 
numbers  ready  to  be  gathered  into  the  Chriftian 
church.  In  this  view,  the  whole  pafTage  is  thus* 
or  to  this  effect,  excellently  paraphrafed  by  Dr. 
Doddridge.  Do  not  you  fay  there  arc  yet  four  months 
and  then  cometh  harveft,  that  is,  Is  it  not  now  four 
u  months  before  you  expect  to  reap  the  harveft  of 
u  your  fields  ?  But  behold,  I  fay  unto  you,  lift  up 
"  your  eyes  and  furvey  the  multitude  coming  yon- 
u  der — who  are  already  laden  with  a  plentiful  crop 
ff  andappearlikea  field  of  grain  white  to  the  harveft 
€f  — and  it  is  your  happinefs  to  be  employed  in  the 
u  bleffed  work  of  gathering  in  this  harveft — for  he 
"  that  faithfully  reaps  the  harveft  of  which  I  now 
<f  fpeak,  receiveth  far  more  valuable  wages  than 
“  man  can  give,  and  has  the  great  additional  fads- 
u  faction  of  thinking  he  gathers  in  the  fruit  unto 
"  eternal  life,  in  the  falvation  of  himfelf,  and  thofe 
cc  that  hear  him ;  fo  that  on  this  account,  both  he 
iC  that  fows,  and  he  that  reaps,  may  rejoice  toge- 
<c  gether;  and  thofe  fouls,  to  whofe  falvation  they 
<c  have  in  different  ways  contributed,  will  be  both 
<f  a  crown  of  honor,  and  objects  of  everlafting  com- 
"  placency  and  delight.  And  in  this  fenfe,  may 
f(  it  be  juftly  faid,  herein  is  that  proverbial  faying 
ff  true,  one  foweth  and  another  reapeth ;  for  after 
<c  he  has  fo\vn  his  field,  it  often  happens  that  a  man 
<f  dies  or  removes  before  he  gathereth  in  the  har- 
u  veft,  and  fo  leaves  it  to  another,  who  enjoys  the 
Cf  advantage  of  his  pains;  and  thus  I  have  fentyou 
u  to  reap  the  fruit  o t  that  on  which  ye  have  not 


“  labored,  either  to  till  or  fow  the  ground— the 
prophets,  and  other  holy  men  of  former  ages* 
“  having  toiled,  as  it  were,  to  cultivate  the  field^ 
cc  and  thereby  made  your  work  much  eafier  than 
*c  otherwifeit  would  have  been — fo  that  my  preach- 
“  ing  this  day  in  your  abfence,  is  an  emblem  of 
*e  what  God  has  wifely  ordered  in  the  courfe  of  his 
“  providence.  Others  have  labored,  and  you  have 
“  entered  into  the  field  on  which  their  labors 
{<  have  been  carefully  employed— Let  this  then 
engage  your  diligence,  with  a  becoming  fpirit 
and  ready  cheerfulnefs,  to  apply  to  your  work, 
u  and  gre&t  fhall  be  your  reward.”  From  the 
words  thus  introduced,  the  four  following  obferva- 
tions  naturally  ariie. 

I.  That  the  ready  attention  of  multitudes  to’ 
hear  and  obey  the  gofpel,  is  fitly  compared  to  har- 
vefh 

II.  That  when  fuch  a  feafon  comes,  or  fuch  a 
difpofition  appears,  it  is  the  duty,  and  will  be  the 
pleaf  ure  and  delight  of  every  true  friend  of  fouls, 
and  efpecially  of  every  faithful  minifter  of  the  gof- 
pel,  to  be  remarkably  engaged  in  reaping  and  ga¬ 
thering  in  this  harvefh 

III.  That  even  though  the  feed  fown  does  not 
appear  to  fpring  up  and  grow  to  a  fruitful  harveft 
in  our  day,  yet  it  may  in  another’s,  who  may  fuc- 
ceed,  or  as  the  text  expreffes  it — afterwards  enter 
into  our  labors,  and  therefore,  we  fhould  not  be  di£* 
couraged;  but  perfeverc  m  the  fame  laudable  work 
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of  fovving  the  feed,  however  little  fruit  may  at  pre- 
fent  appear  to  fpring  from  it,  not  knowing  when 
or  how  it  will  profper.  And  becaufe, 

IV.  Whether  we  are  fuccefsful,  and  have  the 
fatisfaciion  of  feeing  the  fruit  of  our  labors  in  our 
own  day  or  not ;  if  we  are  faithful,  we  fhail  never- 
thelefs  receive  wages,  and  rejoice  with  them  who 
are  fo  favored  as  to  reap  from  what  we  or  others 
have  fowed. 

To  each  of  the  above  obfervatidns,  I  fhail  fay  & 
few  things  in  their  order.  And  as  to  the 

L  That  the  ready  attention  of  multitudes  td 
near  and  obey  the  gofpel  is  fitly  compared  to  bar- 
veil,  will  appear  from  the  confideration  of  the  fol¬ 
lowing  particulars,  wherein  there  is  a  refemblance* 

i.  That  as  harvefc  is  the  time  when  grain  is 
ripe  and  fit  for  in-gathering  and  ufe,  fo  a  ready 
and  willing  mind  to  hear  and  obey  the  gofpel,  is 
that  which  renders  men  fit  for  in-gathering  into 
the  church  and  kingdom  of  Chrift.  While  they 
are  carelefs  and  inattentive,  there  is  little  profped 
of  any  good  being  done  them,  or  any  fruit  from 
the  preaching  of  tne  word  unto  them;  it  falls 
like  feed  by  tne  way  fide,  which  the  fowls  of  the 
air,  every  vain  thought  and  temptation,  catches 
away  and  devours ;  or  like  xeed  on  a  rock  where  it 
makes  no  imprefiion,  nor  can  take  root,  and  fo 
perifhes  for  want  of  a  proper  foil  or  foundation 

for  it  to  grow  in;  but  when  the  minds  of  men  are 
Vol.  II.  B  b 
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roufed  to  hear  and  attend — when  their  hearts  are 
pricked  with  a  fenfe  of  their  fins,  and  opened  to 
receive  the  word,  then,  like  a  flourifhing  field  of 
ripening  grain,  there  is  a  profped;  of  a  plentiful 
harvefl — that  numbers  of  fouls  will  be  gathered 
in  from  the  field  of  the  world,  where  fatan  reigns 
in  the  hearts  of  the  children  ofdifobedience,  to  the 
church  and  kingdom  of  Chrift,  as  lheaves  bound 
up  in  the  bundle  of  eternal  life. 

2.  Harveft  implies  an  actual  in-gathering  of  the 
fruit  and  grain  from  the  field  into  the  barns  and 
granaries  of  the  hufbandman  for  ufe;  fo  when 
great  and  general  attention  to  the  word  of  God 
prevails  among  a  people,  then  commonly  numbers 
are  gathered  in  from  the  world  into  the  church, 
who  will  be  finally  ftored,  if  I  may  fo  exprefs  it, 
in  the  garner  of  that  heavenly  hufbandman,  whofe 
hufbandry  they  are,  and  in  whofe  houfe,  we  are 
told,  there  are  many  manfions  prepared,  fufficienr 
room  to  receive  them  all.  Some,  indeed,  who 
at  fuch  a  time,  put  out  fair,  and  appear  green  and 
flourifhing  for  a  while;  yet  like  fields  whofe  grain 
is  blalted,  and  trees,  whofe  fruit  drops  off  before 
it  comes  to  maturity,  they  foon  fall  away,  and  all 
the  blooming  profpe&s  of  future  fruitfulnefs, 
which  they  gave,  fuddenly  vanifh — The  cares  of  the 
world ,  the  deceitfulnefs  of  riches ,  and  the  love  ofplea- 
Jure,  choke  and  flop  their  growth,  or  the  fcorching 
fireofperfecution  withers  their  verdurethat  they  die. 

But  though  this  is  the  cafe  with  fome,  and  alas ! 
with  too  many  who  appear  to  Ipring  up  fair,  2nd 
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bloom  and  grow  well  for  a  time — yet  bleifed  be 
God,  there  are  others  who  like  grain  and  fruit  ma¬ 
tured  by  the  gentle  moifture  of  the  dew,  the  en¬ 
riching  fhowers  of  falling  rain,  and  the  genial  in¬ 
fluence  of  the  enlivening  fun,  continue  to  grow  till 
they  are  ripe  for  the  harveft — till  they  are  actually 
gathered  into  the  vifible  church,  and  planted  in 
the  garden  and  vineyard  of  God  on  earth,  from 
whence  they  fhall  be  gathered  and  tranflated  to 
his  kingdom  and  glory  above. 

And  when  there  are  great  numbers,  who  thus 
attend  to  the  word,  gladly  receive  it — fubmit  un¬ 
to  it,  and  grow  thereby  to  maturity — this  moft 
properly  anfwers  to  the  idea  of  harveft — This 
feems  to  be  the  fenfe  in  which  the,  phrafe  is  ufed 
in  the  text,  in  allufion,  not  only  to  the  readinefs 
with  which  numbers  of  the  Samaritans  came  to 
Chrift  on  this  oecafton;  but  to  the  vaftly  fuperior 
numbers,  which  were  afterwards  to  be  converted 
to  the  faith  of  the  gofpel,  by  the  preaching  of  the 
apoftles  and  others,  to  what  there  ever  were  before, 
by  all  the  labors  of  the  patriarchs  and  prophets. 
Thefe  holy  men,  comparatively  fpcaking,  did  but 
fow  the  feed  and  prepare  the  w7ay  for  that  abun¬ 
dant  harveft  which  the  apoftles  and  others  have 
ft  nee  reaped — when  we  read  of  three  thoufand  con¬ 
verted  in  one  day  by  the  preaching  of  Peter  ;  of 
five  thoufand  at  another,  by  Peter  and  John,  and 
of  the  fudden  and  extenflve  fpread  of  the  gofpel, 
and  the  numerous  churches  gathered  not  only 
throughout  Judea,  but  throughout  the  whole  Ro~ 
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man  empire,  which  then  extended  to  almoft  every 
part  of  the  known  world,  truly  we  may  fay,  this 
was  harveft  indeed ! 

3.  The  time  of  harveft  is  a  time  of  joy.  Hence 
m  the  lacred  icripture,  any  great  joy  is  compared 
to  the  joy  of  harveft.  The  prophet  Ifaiah,  fpeak- 
ing  of  the  birth  of  Chrift,  the  happy  change 
wrought  thereby — and  the  great  joy  that  fhould, 
or  ought  to  fpring  up  in  the  hearts  of  men  there¬ 
upon,  faith,  they  joy  before  thee  according  to  the 
joy  in  harveft,  and  as  men  rejoice  when  they  di¬ 
vide  the  fpoil.  God’s  ancient  people,  the  Jews, 
by  divine  appointment  obferved  a  feaft,  which  they 
called  the  feaft  of  harveft,  when  as  an  expreffion 
of  their  gratitude,  they  offered  up  the  firft  fruits 
of  their  fields  to  God,  and  with  joyful  hearts  par¬ 
ticipated  in  the  plenty,  with  which  he  had  increaf- 
ed  their  ftore,  and  in  fome  parts  of  our  own  coun¬ 
try,  it  is  ufual  at  the  conciufion  of  wheat  harveft, 
to  exprefs  their  joy  by  fame  extraordinary  good 
cheer.  In  all  parts  of  the  world,  a  fruitful  or  plen¬ 
tiful  harveft  is  confidered  as  a  juft  fubjecft  of 


So  when  the  word  has  due  courfe,  and  numbers 
are  gathered  in  by  it,  it  is  matter  of  great  joy  both 
to  them  who  fow  the  feed  or  preach  the  word ;  and 
to  them  w'ho  receive  it,  or  are  gathered  in  by  it. 
They  who  receive  and  are  gathered  in  by  the  word, 
rejoice  in  the  happy  change  w  hich  is  made  in  their 
prefent  drcumftances,  and  future  profpecls-« 
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Their  enjoyments  are  now  fo  much  more  excel¬ 
lent  and  noble — their  views  and  hopes  of  future 
good,  fo  elevating  and  tranfporting,  that  they 
fome  times  know  not  how  to  reprefs  or  contain 
their  joy.  They  are  ready  to  fay  with  the  pfalm- 
ift,  come  all  ye  that  love  the  Lord,  and  I  will  tell  you 
what  he  hath  done  for  my  foul:  and  with  the  woman 
when  (he  had  found  her  piece  of  (liver,  come  rejoice 
with  me.  They,  indeed,  rejoice  before  God  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  joy  in  harveft,  and  as  men  rejoice 
w  hen  they  divide  the  fpoiJ ;  with  a  joy,  as  St.  Peter 
ex pr dies  it,  unfpeakable  and  full  of  glory.  They 
who  low  the  feed,  or  preach  the  word,  rejoice  in 
being  made  the  honored  inftruments  of  fo  much 
good  to  them — thus  they  that  fow,  and  they  that 
reap,  may  be  faid  to  rejoice  together,  even  in  this 
world,  and  much  more  will  they  do  fb  in  the  world 
to  come.  And  if  a  rich  harveft,  or  plentiful  in-ga¬ 
thering  of  grain  from  the  field,  for  the  fupport  of 
our  periftiing  bodies,  is  juft  matter  of  joy  and 
thankfulnefs,  much  more  is  the  ready  reception  of 
the  word  of  God,  and  hearty  fubjecftion  of  fouls  to 
Jefus  Chrift,  who  is  the  bread  of  life,  the  food  that 
nourifheth  and  fupporteth  the  immortal  life  of 
the  foul — -This  is  matter  of  joy,  not  only  to  all  the 
good  and  benevolent  on  earth,  but  to  the  angels  of 
God  in  heaven ;  for  we  are  told  there  is  joy  in  the 
prefence  oj  the  angels  of  God  over  one  Jinner  that  re¬ 
pent  eth,  and  much  more  may  we  fuppofe  over 
numbers  who  repent.  In  view  of  this  and  its  hap¬ 
py  confequents,  they  are  reprefeated  at  the  birth 
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of  our  Saviour,  who  is  exalted  to  give  repentance 
and  remiffion  of  fins,  in  joyful  anthems,  proclaim- 
ing  Glory  to  God  in  the  highefl ,  and  on  earth  peacei 
good  will  to  man, 

II.  This  brings  me  to  the/^Wobfervation,  viz. 
That  when  Fuch  a  feafon  comes,  or  Fuch  a  ready 
difpofition  is  manifefted  to  hear  the  word,  then  it 
is  the  duty,  and  will  be  the  pleaFure  and  delight  of 
every  true  friend  of  fouls,  and  efpecially  of  every 
faithful  minifter  of  Chrift,  to  be  doubly  engaged 
in  torwarding  the  work,  and  affifting  in  gathering 
in  this  fpirituai  harveft.  If  what  Solomon  Fays 
of  him  who  fieepeth  when  the  harveft  of  the  field 
is  gathering,  is  true,  that  he  is  a  Jon  that  caufeth 
Jhame ,  much  more  is  he  who  fieepeth,  is  indolent 
and  inactive,  or  ufeth  only  a  common  diligence  in 
this  harveft  of  fouls.  For  as  the  harveft  of  the 
field  has  its  particular  feafon,  and  when  it  comes 
every  hand  is  required  to  gather  and  get  it  in,  fo 
there  are  fbme  feafons  which  feem  to  be  peculiar¬ 
ly  favorable  to  the  in-gathering  of  this  fpirituai 
harveft.  ,  Particularly,  when  the  mind  is  impref- 
fed — the  attention  roufed,  and  the  heart  deeply 
affedted — when  the  word  falls  with  weight — when 
confcience  fmites  the  finner,  and  the  general  cry 
is,  what  Jhall  we  do  to  be  faved?  Then  may  we 
fay  in  the  words  of  the  divine  hufbandman,  lift  up 
your  eyes  and  behold!  the  fields  are  white  for  the  bar - 
veft .  Souls  are  then  ready  and  ripe  for  the  fpiri¬ 
tuai  reaper's  hand,  and  then,  to  keep  up  the  meta¬ 
phor,  all  hands  Ihould  be  engaged,  and  every  nerve 
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exerted  to  gather  in  the  loaded  fheaves,  and  bring 
home  the  precious  harveft.  This  Chrift  and  his 
apoftles  have  commanded  and  urged  by  the  moll 
powerful  motives,  and  their  own  moft  fhining  ex¬ 
amples  in  this  great  work.  My  meat, /aid  Chrift ,  is 
to  do  the  will  of  him  that  Jent  me,  and  to  finijh  bis 
work.  This  is  my  chief  delight:  I  have  great¬ 
er  pleafure  in  it,  than  in  any  fenlual  enjoyment  ; 
more  fatisfadion  than  even  my  neceffary  food  can 
afford,  when  received  to  allay  the  extremities  of 
hunger.  Very  eminently  was  this  temper  dis¬ 
played  on  this  occafion,  when  though  our  Lord 
was  wearied  and  fpent  by  the  fatigues  of  his  jour- 
ny,  he  was  yet  fo  intent  upon  his  Father’s  bufinefs, 
the  great  work  upon  which  he  was  lent,  to  fave 
ruined  fouls,  that  he  poftponed  his  immediate  and 
needed  refreihment,  from  the  provifion  which  his 
difciples  had  brought  from  the  neighboring  town, 
till  he  had  converfed  with,  and  intruded  the  Sama¬ 
ritans  in  the  nature  of  his  own  character  and  king¬ 
dom.  T  hus  tne  apoftle  difeovered  an  extraordi¬ 
nary  pleafure  and  diligence,  according  to  the  more 
extraordinary  calls  of  providence,  and  the  greater 
readinefs  to  hear  and  attend  their  inftru&ions, 
which  appeared  in  thofe  among  whom  they  labor¬ 
ed.  And  thus  it  is  more  or  lefs  with  every  faith¬ 
ful  minifter  and  true  difeipie  of  Jefus  Chrift.  Not 
only  afenfe  of  duty  urges,  but  iincere  joy  and  plea¬ 
fure  give  new  fpring  to  their  exertions,  and  ani¬ 
mate  them  with  double  diligence  in  all  their 
work.  When  the  benevolent  minifter  of  Jefus 
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beholds  a  multitude  of  precious  immortals,  all  at* 
tentive  to  the  important  mefiage  he  has  to  deliver, 
hanging  upon  his  lips,  greedily  catching  at,  and 
drinking  in  the  flneere  milk  of  the  wmrd  as  it  flows 
from  his  mouth,  by  a  fort  of  fympathy  and  virtu¬ 
ous  contagion,  if  I  may  fo  exprefs  it,  his  heart  is 
melted,  yea,  his  whole  foul  is  moved  and  attract¬ 
ed,  and  as  though  touched  with  a  live  coal  from 
oil' the  divine  altar,  his  tongue  is  loofed,  and  then, 
if  ever,  he  will  preach  and  pray  with  the  fpirit  of 
his  divine  and  ccmpaflionate  mafter.  That  dead- 
nefs,  languor  and  indifference  which  before  fealed 
his  lips,  or  as  it  were,  chilled  his  words  as  they  fell 
from  his  mouth,  will  now  be  removed,  and  holy 
ardent  love  to  God  and  the  fouls  of  men,  will  warm 
his  heart,  give  volubility  to  his  tongue,  and  ener¬ 
gy  to  his  difeourfe — it  will  fall  with  al'moft  ir- 
refiftible  force,  and  like  the  electrical  fire,  com¬ 


municate  and  fpread  the  divine  flame  with  which 
it  is  filled,  to  every  heart  and  foul  of  the  audience. 
O  then  it  is  eafy  preaching !  i  t  is  cafy  praying !  The 
fire  is  in  the  midjl  of  the  wheels ,  and  like  the  chariots  of 
Amminadtb ,  the  thoughts  and' affections  run  fwcet-*- 
Jy  and  fwiftly  in  the  work  of  the  Lord.  But  alas ! 
this  is  a  happinefs  that  the  beft  and  mod  faithful 
of ChriiVs  minifters  do  not  always  enjoy.  On 
the  contrary,  they  are  often  (Iraitened  with  languor. 


want  of  life  and  freedom  in  themfelves.  Their 
fpirits  are  often  damped,  and  their  hearts  difeour- 
acred  bv  the  deadnefs  and  lukewarmncfs  of  others 
——chat  after  much  labor  and  toil,  little  vifible  fuc- 


Cefs  appears  there  is  no  in-gathering,  but  great 
ftupidity  and  fecurity  reigns  among  thofe  whofe 
good  they  fincerely  wifh  and  labor  for.  Painful 
confideration  this  to  the  faithful  laborer  in  Chrift’s 
vineyard,  to  fee  all  his  labors  loft,  or  turn  to  fo  lit¬ 
tle  effedl  in  his  mafter’s  fervice :  But  under  fuch  a 
melancholy  and  difcouraging  cafe.  Our 

III.  Obfervation  is  proper  to  afford  dire&ionand 
comfort,  to  wit.  That  though  minifters  and  chrifti- 
ans  do  not  at  prefent  fee  the  good  effeds  of  their 
pious  intentions  and  labors,  they  are  not  thence  to 
conclude  that  their  labors  are  entirely  ufelefs,  and 
without  effecft,  nor  to  fit  down  in  defpondence,  as 
though  no  good  would  ever  arife  from  them,  but 
perfevere  in  their  earneft  prayers  and  pious  endear 
vors,  not  knowing  which  is  to  profper,  the  feed 
fown  in  the  morning  or  in  the  evening,  and  affur- 
ing  themfelves,  that  whatever  be  the  prefent  ap¬ 
pearances,  they  fhall  in  due  time  reap  if  they  faint 
not.  Though  little  or  no  defirable  effcds  appear 
to  arife  from  their  labors  at  prefent,  yet  even  now 
they  may  anfwer  an  important  purpofe,  to  check 
and  reftrain  the  overflowings  of  ungodlinefs,  which 
might  otherwife,  to  much  greater  degrees,  prevail 
or  to  lay  a  foundation  and  prepare  the  way  for  a 
yet  glorious  harveft  in  fome  future  time,  either  in 
their  own  day,  or  the  days  of  thofe  who  are  to 
come  after  and  fucceed  them  in  their  labors,  when 
they  are  perhaps  dead  and  gone.  This  feems 
plainly  to  be  intimated  by  our  Lord  in  the  text— 

Herein,  Jaitb  be,  is  that  faying  true,  one  foveci b  and 
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another  reapeth.  I  fent  you  to  reap  that  on  which 
ye  bellowed  no  labor.  Other  men  labored  and  ye 
are  entered  into  their  labors.  God  is  the  fovereign 
difpenfer  of  his  own  favors,  and  confers  them  in 
what  manner,  and  at  what  time  to  him  feems  bed. 
The  labors  of  fome  men,  though  they  make  little 
or  no  appearance  as  to  any  good  effed  in  their  own 
day,  yet  they  often  prepare  the  way  for  joyful  and 
glorious  events  in  the  days  of  thofe  who  come  af¬ 
ter  them.  Thus  the  preaching  of  the  patriarchs 
and  prophets  prepared  the  way  for  great  and  glo¬ 
rious  things  in  the  days  of  Chrift,  and  the  preach¬ 
ing  of  Chrift  prepared  the  way  for  yet  greater  and 
more  glorious  effeds  from  the  preaching  of  the 
apoftles;  and  thus  one  minifteris  no  doubt  often 
made  the  harbinger  or  forerunner  to  prepare  the 
way  and  ulher  in  great  and  glorious  things  in  the 
days  of  his  fucceflor.  Though  little  or  no  vifible 
good  effed  appears  from  his  miniftry  in  his  own 
day;  yet  the  feed  is  not  loft,  it  may  take  root, 
fpring  up  and  bear  fruit  to  the  glory  of  God,  when 
he  is  laid  in  his  grave ;  fo  that  both  he  that  fow- 
eth  and  he  that  reapeth,  may  yet  rejoice  together 
with  exceeding  great  joy;  the  one  in  having  fown 
the  feed,  and  the  other  in  having  reaped  the  har- 
velt.  This  is  a  moft  animating  and  encouraging 
argument  for  minifters,  after  having  put 'their 
hands  to  the  gofpel  plough,  not  to  look  back  or 
fit  down  difcouraged  under  prefent  ill  fuccefs;  and 
alfe  for  pious  parents  and  friends,  who  have  hi¬ 
therto  feen  all  their  prayers  and  pious  counfels  ef 


J ittle  effect  for  any  good  to  their  children  or  others, 
flill  to  perfevere  in  fervent  prayer  and  unwearied 
endeavors  for  their  converfion  and  falvation,  not 
knowing  what  or  when  will  be  the  effect.  Great 
and  glorious  effedts  may  yet  attend  their  labors, 
even  in  their  own  days,  or  if  not,  yet  in  the  days 
of  thofe  who  fucceed  them,  when  they  are  laid  in 
the  grave.  The  fermons  of  faithful  miniftcrs,  and 
the  counfels  of  pious  parents  and  friends,  have  in 
a  multitude  of  inftances,  been  known  to  take  fuch 
hold  of  the  minds  of  their  hearers  and  children, 
that  though  in  the  heat  of  youth,  the  purfuits  of 
pleafure,  or  hurry  of  bufinefs,  they  may,  for  a  time, 
be  opprefTed  and  buried  in  oblivion,  that  no  good 
eftedt  of  them  is  feen  in  their  lives  and  conven¬ 
tion,  perhaps  for  years ;  yet  after  all,  thefe  fame 
pious  inftrudlions,  counfels  and  exhortations  of 
their  minifters,  parents  and  friends,  have  been 
brought  to  remembrance;  like  a  barbed  arrow 
pierced  them  to  the  heart,  with  the  bitter  remem¬ 
brance  of  their  fin  and  folly,  for  rejedting  thefe 
counfels  fo  long,  and  under  the  influence  of  the 
fpirit  of  God,  have  been  bleffed  to  a  real  change 
of  heart  and  life.  Is  not  this  an  argument  fuffici- 
ent  to  encourage  us  all  to  go  on  in  this  benevolent 
work;  the  profpedtof  being  the  happy  and  honor¬ 
ed  inftrument  of  gathering  and  bringing  others  to 
the  participation  of  that  eternal  life,  which  we 
wifh  and  hope  for  as  our  own  fupreme,  complete 
and  never-ending  felicity?  Sure  if  any  thing  can 
animate  our  hearts,  and  fet  our  fouls  on  fire,  it 
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mult  oe  this — Love  to  our  neighbor  and  ourfelves^ 
their  intereft,  and  our  own  honor,  all  confpire  to 
encourage  and  engage  us  in  it,  for  they  that  turn 
many  to  righteoufnefs,  the  wife  man  faith,  J hall 
foine  forth  as  the  fun  in  the  firmament ,  and  as  the  fiars 
for  ever  and  ever .  But 

IV.  Should  we  be  fo  unhappy  as  to  be  whol¬ 
ly  unfuccefsful,  and  neither  in  our  own,  nor  in 
the  days  of  thofe  who  follow  us,  any  vifible  good 
effeds  appear  from  our  labors  (but  be  like  feed 
that  rots  under  the  clads  and  never  comes  up  at 
all)  yet  if  we  are  truly  faithful  laborers,  we  fliall 
not  mifs  of  our  reward  in  the  world  above,  how¬ 
ever  unfuccefsful  we  may  be  in  this.  Though  Ifrael 
fa  not  gathered^  faid  the  Prophet,  lfhall  fa  glorious 
in  the  fight  of  the  Lord.  Was  it  not  for  this  reflex¬ 
ion,  I  know  not  how  any  ferious,  confcientious 
minifter  of  Chrifl,  who  fmcercly  wifhes  the  falva- 
tion  pf  the  fouls  committed  to  his  charge,  could 
have  heart  to  preach  under  long-continued  vifible 
ill  iuccefs.  With  all  the  fupports  and  comforta¬ 
ble  affurance,  which  the  word  of  God  affords  in 
the  cafe  to  the  faithful  laborer,  he  oft  feels  the  dis¬ 
couragement  fo  great,  as  almoft  to  fit  down  in  dif- 
pondence,  and  in  the  anguifh  of  his  foul,  bemoan 
his  cafe  in  the  plaintive  language  of  the  Prophet, 
Who  hath  believed  our  report ,  and  to  whom  hath  the 
arm  of  the  Lord  been  revealed ?  I  have  toiled  all  the 
day;  I  have  fpent  my  flrength  for  nought;  they 
are  not,  they  will  not  be  gathered.  He  is  hence 
led  to  ferious  enquiry  and  deep  humiliation,  with 


refpecft  to  his  own  views  and  condudl  in  the  dis¬ 
charge  of  this  great  work;  but  when  upon  careful 
and  humble  examination,  he  can,  notwithftanding 
his  many  imperfections  and  defeCts,  find  that  he 
does  fincerely  aim  at,  ftudy  and  ftrive  for  the  pro¬ 
motion  of  God’s  glory,  and  the  good  of  fouls,  when 
with  Peter,  he  can  fay.  Lord  thou  knoweji  that  1 
love  thee ,  and  with  Paul — That  in  fimplicity  and  godly 
fincentyi  1  have  had  my  convex  fat  ion  in  the  world . 
Then  upon  the  affurance  of  the  word  of  God,  he 
may  have  confidence,  and  take  comfort  in  the 
darkeft  hour.  Happy  is  the  minifter;  happy  the 
Chriftian  who  has  this  teftimony  of  a  good  con¬ 
fidence  towards  God  and  man  !  It  is  worth  more 
than  the  applaufe  of  the  whole  world  without  it. 
O!  that  we  may  all  know  its  worth,  by  its  com¬ 
forting  teftimony  in  our  own  fouls !  I,  as  the  mi¬ 
nifter  or  fower,  fent  to  fow  the  feed,  to  reap  and 
gather  in  this  fjpiritual  harveft,  and  you  as  thofe 
to  be  gathered  in — This  will  be  to  our  mutual 
comfort  here,  and  our  mutual  everlafting  joy  here¬ 
after.  That  this  may  be  the  cafe,  it  is  not  of  im¬ 
portance  that  we  all  enquire  how  we  have  and  do 
difcharge  the  feveral  trufts  repofed  in  us,  and  du¬ 
ties  incumbent  upon  us  ?  I,  in  fowing  the  feed  of 
the  word,  and  you  in  hearing,  receiving  and  affift- 
ing  in  bringing  it  forward  to  the  harveft.  This 
is  an  enquiry  proper  and  important  for  you  as  w  ell 
as  for  me,  and  that  in  proportion  to  all  the  advan¬ 
tages  you  have  had,  and  the  number  of  laborers 
rn,  or  fowers  of  the  word  that  have  been  among 
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you.  The  feed  of  the  word  which  was  fown  by 
Chrift  and  his  apoftles,  hath  been  continued  down 
to  you.*  Numbers  have  been  fent  in  Chrift’s  (lead, 
from  time  to  time,  to  fow  and  reap  among  you, 
who  have  been  called  one  after  another  out  of  the 
field,  and  others  fent  to  fucceed  in  their  place  and 
labors ;  and  laid  of  all,  I  alfo  am  fent  to  fow  the  word, 
and  labor  in  the  vineyard  of  Chrift  among  you. 
O  that  it  may  be  the  feed  and  favor  of  eternal  life 
to  many,  to  all  your  fouls !  O  that  I  may  be  able 
to  fay  with  my  bleiTed  matter,  wdien  he  beheld 
the  forward  and  eager  difpofition  of  thefe  Samari¬ 
tans  prefling  to  fee  him,  and  hear  his  gracious 
word — lift  up  your  eyes  and  look  on  the  fields,  for  they 
are  already  white  to  barvejl ;  that  as  your  fields  are 
now  ripe  for  the  fickle,  and  ye  preparing  to  gather 
the  joyful  harveft  into  your  barns,  fo  there  may  be 
a  willingnefs  to  hear,  and  a  readinefs  or  ripenefs 
to  be  reaped  and  gathered  in  by  the  gofpel  of  Chrift 
in  every  foul  in  this  congregation — and  a  rich  and 
glorious  harveft  enfue  by  my  miniftry  among  you. 
I  have  already  been  thefe  three  years  and  more  la¬ 
boring  in  the  miniftry  of  the  tvord  among  you — 
What  increafe  have  ye  yielded  ?  What  fruit 
have  ye  borne  to  the  mafter  of  the  vineyard,  the 

*  i.  Rev.  Thomas  Hanford,  who  came  from  Old  England,  and. 
fettled  as  miniiler  of  this  church,  as  near  as  can  be  determined 
by  the  town  records,  in  1653,  and  died  1693. 

2.  Rev.  Stephen  Buckingham,  inilalled  1697,  difmifled  1726,  or 
rW* 

3.  R.ev.  Mofes  Dickinfon,  inilalled  1727,  died  1778. 

4.  Rev.  William  Tennant,  ordained  and  inilalled  as  a  colleague 
Mr.  Dickinfon,  1765,  difraifTed  and  removed  to  CharleRon^ 
South- Carolina,  1772. 
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heavenly  hufbandman  ?  I  blame  you  not,  nor 
charge  you  with  any  want  of  attention,  or  relpect 
to  mylelf  or  miniftry.  Nay,  on  this  account,  £ 
have  reafon  hitherto  to  fpeak  well  of  you  as  a  con¬ 
gregation;  ye  have  ever  treated  me  with  refped, 
and  regularly  attended  upon  my  public  inftruc- 
tions — but  yet,  this  notwithftanding,  may  I  not 
alk,  have  thefe  my  inftru&ions  and  labors  among 
you,  anfwered  their  defigned  end  ?  Have  they  been 
the  means  of  any  in-gathering?  Have  they  been 
bleffed  to  awaken,  convince,  convert  and  bring 
home  any  foul  to  the  divine  hufbandman  ?  This  is 
furely  a  queftion  of  great  importance  to  you  all, 
and  which  I  allure  you  fometimes  ferioufly  exer- 
cifes  my  own  mind— What  will  it  fignify,  that  ye 
treat  me  with  refpedt,  and  in  general  attend  regu¬ 
larly  upon  my  miniftry  among  you,  which  is  in¬ 
deed  pleafing,  and  merits  commendation  from  me, 
if  after  all,  ye  be  not  gathered  into  Chrift  by  a 
cordial  acceptance  of,  and  fubmiffion  to  him  in  the 
charaders  and  offices  in  which  he  is  exhibited  in 
the  gofpel?  Shall  I  ftudy,  labor  and  toil  for  your 
falvation,  and  yet  be  the  honored  and  happy  in- 
ftrumentof  favingnone  of  you  ?  Where  then  will 
be  my  crown,  which  ye  muft  be  in  the  Lord?  Will 
the  bare  civility  and  refped  with  which  you  treat 
me,  or  the  fupply  of  my  neceffities  which  you 
grant  me,  fatisfy  me  without  any  further  wifh  or 
concern  for  your  good  ?  I  muft  be  bafcly  ungrate¬ 
ful  to,  and  unworthy  of  that  all-gracious  mafter, 
v/hofe  fervant  I  am,  if  this  can  be  the  cafe.  I  truft  I 
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have  a  witnefs  in  your  confciences,  that  it  is  not 
the  cafe;  and  I  think  I  can  truly  fay*  that  my 
heart's  deiire,  and  fervent  prayer  to  God  concern¬ 
ing  you  is,  that  you  may  all  be  faved.  On  this 
occafion,  when  your  ripened  harveft — the  ears 
loaded  with  grain,  bend  down  their  heads  in  your 
fields,  to  invite  the  fharp  fickle  of  the  in-gatherer, 
I  cannot  but  exprefs  a  wifh — I  cannot  but  devout¬ 
ly  pray,  that  fo  your  hearts  might  yield  to  the  im- 
preffion  of  God’s  word,  which  is  the  fwordof  the 
fpirit,  and  that  there  may  be  a  glorious  harveft,  or 
in-gathering  to  Jefus  Chrift  among  you — this 
would  rejoice  my  heart,  even  mine;  and  believe 
it,  my  friends,  you  mu  ft  be  gathered  to  Chrift, 
with  his  friends  in  this  world,  or  with  his  enemies 
in  the  world  to  come;  for  there  is  a  very  different* 
an  awful  harveft  approaching,  in  which  if  you  are 
not  reaped  and  gathered  in  mercy  and  joy;  you 
muft  in  judgment,  ibrrow  and  pain,  to  be  burned 
and  tormented  for  ever — they  who  are  not  reaped 
and  gathered  to  Chrift,  by  the  miniftry  of  his  word 
and  fervants  in  this  world,  the  fcripture  informs 
us,  fhall  be  finally  reaped,  bound  in  bundles  and 
burned  as  chaff  in  unquenchable  fire .  Read  the  ac¬ 
count,  and  let  every  finner,  who  has  never  yet  been 
gathered  into  Chrift,  or  become  a  true  member  of 
his  kingdom,  tremble.  And  in  the  time  of  har¬ 
veft,  faith  our  Lord,  1  will  Jay  to  the  reapers ,  gather 
ye  together  firft  the  tares ,  and  bind  them  in  bundles  to 
burn  themy  but  gather  the  wheat  into  my  barn .  ‘ The 

tares  are  the  children  of  the  wicked  one .  The  enemy 
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that j owed  them  is  the  devil — the  harvefl  is  the  end  of 
the  world ,  and  the  reapers  are  the  angels .  As  there¬ 
fore  the  tares  are  gathered  and  burned  in  the  fire,  fo 
Jhall  it  be  in  the  end  of  the  world ,  the  Son  of  Man  Jhall 
fend  forth  his  angels ,  and  they  Jhall  gather  out  of  his 
kingdom  all  things  that  offend,  and  them  zvhich  do  ini¬ 
quity,  and  he f hall  cajl  them  into  a  furnace  of  fire  ;  there 
Jhall  be  wailing  and  gnajhing  of  teeth.  Then  pall  the 
righteous  pine  forth  as  the  fun  in  the  kingdom  of  their 
Father .  Who  hath  ears  to  hear  let  him  hear .  Let 
thefe  folemn  truths  fink  deep  into  all  your  hearts. 
Let  them  dwell  with  you  in  your  houfes — carry 
them  with  you  into  your  fields,  and  when  you  are 
plowing  and  fowing — when  you  are  reaping,  bind¬ 
ing  up,  and  carrying  your  harvefl:  into  your  barns, 
remember  the  time  is  faff  approaching  when  you 
muft  all  take  your  part  in  a  far  more  important 
and  interefting  harveft;  when  you  muft  be  bound 
up  in  bundles  for  eternal  life,  or  fevered  as  chaff 
from  the  wheat  for  eternal  burnings.  Let  me 
then  intreat  you  now,  while  you  ftand  in  the  field, 
where  the  feed,  the  bleffed  word  of  life,  k  fown, 
the  culture  of  divine  ordinances,  and  the  influen¬ 
ces  of  the  holy  fpirit  are  offered  and  afforded,  that 
ye  fee  to  it  that  ye  remain  not  ftill  tares;  but  that 
the  feed  of  the  word  take  deep  root  in  your  hearts, 
and  bear  fruit  unto  eternal  life ;  fo  fhall  ye,  as  good 
wheat,  be  gathered  into  the  garner  of  the  heaven¬ 
ly  hufbandman,  and  with  the  righteous  fhine  like 
the  fun  in  the  kingdom  of  your  Father,  for  ever  and 
ever.  And  while  you  are  thus  careful  for  your 
own  intereft  and  falvation,  in  that  folemn  day.  for- 
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get  not,  I  pray  you,  the  concern  you  ought  to  have 
for  the  intereft  and  falvation  of  others  alfo — you 
are  in  fome  refpecfis  to  be  fellow-laborers  with  me 
in  the  field  o t  Chrift.  Though  it  is  my  work 
principally  and  more  publicly  to  fow  the  feed,  to 
cultivate  and  gather  in  the  precious  harveft  for  the 
’divine  hufbandnmn ;  it  is  yours  alfo,  according 
to  your  feveral  places  and  abilities,  in  a  fubordi- 
nate  way,  to  affift  me  herein.  Ye  who  are  placed 
in  families,  whom  God  hath  blefTed  with  children 
and  fervants,  are  in  an  efpecial  manner  called  to 
this  important  work — to  bend  the  tender  mind, 
and  ^  teach  the  young  idea  how  to  fhoot/’  Much 
depends  upon  your  aid  in  this  particular,  to  pre¬ 
pare  thefe  young  and  tender  growths  for  fruitful- 
nefs  in  the  garden  of  God,  by  early  feafoning  their 
minds  with  religious  inftrudlion,  training  them  up 
in  the  nurture  and  admonition  of  the  Lord,  and 
like  faithful  Abraham  of  old,  commanding  your 
children  and  houfehold  to  keep  the  way  of  the 
Lord.  This  greatly  affifts  and  alleviates  the  mi- 
nifterial  laborer,  in  bringing  prepared  and  under- 
Handing*  minds  to  the  public  inftrudtions  of  the 
church;  but  where  family  government  and  family 
inftrudtion  are  neglected,  or  little  attended  to, 
there  is  commonly  lefs  good  to  be  expedited  from 
public  inltrucfiion.  Ye  have,  all,  then,  to  whom 
the  government  and  direction  of  families  are  com¬ 
mitted,  an  important  work  to  attend  to  in  this 
fpiritual  hufbandry.  Nor  are  thofe  exempt  who 

are  not  thus  connected  ;  None  can  fay  1  have  no- 
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ed  about  the  welfare  of  others,  becaufe  he  is  not 
the  head  and  mafter  of  a  family.  Here  is  work 
for  all.  Every  man  has  friends,  connexions  and 
acquaintance,  if  not  children  and  fervants,  whofe 
fpiritual  intereft  he  is  bound  by  all  proper  and 
prudent  methods  to  promote,  before  whom  he  is 
commanded  to  let  his  light  fo  foineas  to  lead  them 
to  glorify  their  Father  who  is  in  heaven.  None 
Then  have  a  right  to  fay  with  felfifh  Cain —Am  I 
my  brother’s  keeper?  And  reft  unconcerned  and  take 
no  care  about  the  fouls  of  others;  but  are  to  pray 
for,  and  by  all  proper  means  ftrive  to  promote 
their  eternal  welfare.  And  efpecially,  if  any  of 
you  hope  that  God  has  been  gracious  to  your 
fouls,  that  you  have  tafted  and  feen  that  the  Lord 
is  good ;  let  me  exhort  you  to  imitate  your  divine 
mafter,  of  whofe  goodnefs  you  have  tafted,  and  by 
whofe  fpirit  you  profefs  to  be  actuated.  Let  it  be 
with  you  as  it  was  w;ith  him,  your  meat  and  drink 
to  do  the  will  of  him  who  hath  feat you  into  the  vine¬ 
yard,  and  employed  you  according  to  your  feveral 
Rations,  to  labor  in  gathering  in  his  harveft,  to  do 
his  will  and  fimfh  his  work.  Evidence,  the  fenfe 
you  have  of  his  divine  goodneis,  and  the  fupreme 
excellency  of  Jefus  Chrift  this  way.  Imitate  the 
conduci  of  the  Samaritan  w  oman,  who,  as  foon  as 
foe  was  convinced  that  Jefus  was  the  Meffiah,  im¬ 
mediately  hafted  away  to  call  her  friends  and  fel¬ 
low-citizens  to  his  acquaintance,  faying,  I  have 
found  a  man  who  hath  told  me  all  that  ever  I  did ,  is 
not  this  the  Chrift  ?  Thus  go  to  your  children  and 
domefhes,  your  friends  and  acquaintance,  with 
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words  of  love  and  kindnefs,  invite  them  to  come, 
taffe  and  fee  how  good  the  Lord  is ;  fet  before 
them  the  beauty  and  lovelinefs  of  the  Lord  Jefus 
Chrift,  the  pleafure  and  delight,  the  fafety  and 
happinefs  there  is  in  his  fervice;  {hew  them  their 
abfolute,  their  periling  need  of  an  intereft  in  his 
favor;  and  enforce  the  whole  with  a  conduct 
which  fhall  demonftrate  your  own  belief  of  thefe 
truths,  and  which  fhall  fhew  them  how  tenderly 
you  love  them ;  how  much  you  have  their  beft 
intereft  at  heart.  Should  you  be  fo  happy  as  with 
the  woman  of  Samaria,  to  prevail  with  them,  like 
the  Samaritans,  to  whom  fhe  fpake  of  Chrift,  to 
come  and  fee,  tafte  and  believe  on  their  own  experi¬ 
ence,  what  an  everlafting  fource  of  joy  andconfo- 
lation  will  it  be  to  you !  It  will  be  a  fource  of  great 
joy  and  confutation  even  in  this  world;  butO! 
how  much  greater  in  the  world  to  come !  Ye  who 
are  parents,  think  what  an  unfpeakable  pleafure 
and  fatisfadtion  it  will  be  for  the  beloved  hufoand 
and  wife  to  meet  the  dear  pledges  of  their  mutual 
love,  in  complete  happinefs  and  glory  in  heaven. 
What  higher  wifti  can  enter?  What  greater  joy 
can  fwell  the  parent's  heart  than  this?  How  hap¬ 
py  will  be  the  meeting  of  dear  and  long-feparated 
friends  in  that  world  of  joy  and  felicity?  How 
agreeable  and  tranfporting  the  interview  of  the 
beloved  hufband  and  wife,  the  honored  parent  and 
his  dear  children— affectionate  brothers  and  lifters, 
and  the  faithful  minifter  and  his  dear  people,  who 

ha vc  died  in  the  Lord?  Then  will  they  welcome 
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and  congratulate  each  other  on  the  heavenly  fhore. 
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Then  will  they  fweetly  mingle  fouls  in  continued 
rapture  of  eternal  love  and  joy.  I  am  loft  in  the 
profpect;  the  language  of  mortals  cannot  paint 
the  tender,  the  tranlporting  fcene.  Eye  hath  not 
Jeeny  ear  hath  not  heard)  neither  hath  it  entered  into 
the  heart  of  man  to  conceive  what  God  hath  laid  up  for 
them  that  love  him .  Angels  and  fpirits  in  happi- 
nefs  only  can  defcribe  it  in  perfection — to  this 
happinefs  let  us  all  afpire;  for  this,  let  us  all  in- 
ceflantly  labor,  and  be  aftiftant  to  each  other. 

And  now  reverend  and  dear  fir,  as  the  fubject 
compared  with  our circumftances,  fo naturally  leads 
to  it,  permit  me  to  addrefs  a  few  words  to  you  on 
this  occafion.  Herein,  faith  our  Lord  to  his  dif- 
ciples.  Is  that  faying  true>  one  fozveth  and  another 
reapeth ;  other  men  labored  and  ye  have  entered  into 
their  labors.  Behold!  this  fcripture  literally  ful¬ 
filled  in  you  and  me.  In  the  days  of  my  youth  I 
uas,  by  the  laying  on  of  the  hands,  and  particular 
dengnation  of  the  prefbytery,  placed  in  this  part 
oi  the  great  field  of  Chrift’s  church,  where  num¬ 
bers  of  faithful  laborers  had  been  before,  with  a 
folemn  charge  to  labor  in  it,  and  watch  over  it. 
For  feveial  years  I  devoted  myfeff  to  this  my 
charge ;  and  though  with  many  imperfe&ions,  I 
acknowledge  I  did  it,  yet  never  with  a  difhoneft 
heart  In  troublous  and  perilous  times,*  I  kept 
it,  labored  in  it,  and  watched  over  it — readily  con¬ 
tributing  both  by  wwd  and  deed,  whatever  was 
in  my  power  for  its  protection,  cultivation  and 

*  The  late  war. 
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growth,  in  the  fruits  of  truth  and  righteoufnefs— 
But  the  great  Lord  both  of  the  field  and  the  har- 
veft,  that  univerfal  governor  by  whom  the  fate  of 
empires,  and  the  fparrow’s  fall  are  equally  direct¬ 
ed,  has,  in  his  ail-wife  and  righteous  providence, 
called  me  from  this,  to  labor  in  another  part  of 
the  vineyard  ;  and  you  from  another  to  labor  in 
this — May  we  both  be  enabled  to  difcharge  our 
refpeCtive  trufts  with  fidelity,  and  each  have  the 
unfpeakable  fatisfa&ion  to  fee  much  fruit  of  our 
labors,  many  fouls  gathered  in  by  our  inftrumen- 
tality,  who,  in  that  lafi  great  and  general  harveft, 
in  which  the  angels  of  God  are  to  be  the  reapers, 
fhall  be  as  feals  of  our  minifhy,  and  crowns  of 
our  rejoicing ;  with  whom,  and  with  all  the  faith¬ 
ful,  gathered  from  the  four  corners  of  the  earth, 
may  we  rejoice  together  in  prefence  of  God  and 
the  Lamb,  for  ever  and  ever. 

And  you,  my  brethren  of  this  congregation, 
once  the  dear  people  of  my  charge,  receive  my 
congratulations  on  this  occafion,  and  fuller  the 
word  of  exhortation — I  rejoice  that  ye  are  again 
fettled  in  the  order  of  the  gofpel,  under  the  care  of 
a  paftor  of  acknowledged  probity  and  worth,  to 
inftruCt  and  gather  you — fubmit  yourfelves  to  him 
as  to  the  fervant  of  Chrifi,  fent  to  watch  for  your 
fouls,as  one  that  muftgiveanaccount — thathemay 
do  it  with  joy,  and  not  with  grief,  which  would 
be  unprofitable  to  you.  Reverence  and  refpeCt  him 
as  the  ambaflador  and  melTenger  of  the  Lord— - 
honoring  him  for  his  office  and  work’s  fak»\  Ex- 
ercife  a  fpirit  of  candor  and  tendernefs  in  all  your 


I 


thoughts  of,  and  condud  towards  him — fpread  a 
mantle  of  love  over  his  failings,  if  any  he  fhould 
have,  remembering  that  perfedion  is  not  the  lot 
of  mortals — Never  fuffer  the  baneful  principle  of 
prejudice,  or  groundlefs  jealoufy  and  fufpicion  to 
take  poffeffion  of  your  breads — Like  the  fly  in  the 
pot  of  ointment,  it  will  fpoil  a  thoufand  otherwife 
commendable  qualities — Like  the  fever,  it  will 
deftroy  your  fenfe,  and  tafte  of  that  which  is  juft 
and  good — Like  the  jaundice,  it  will  prefent  all 
objects  in  falfe  colors.  As  it  was  faid  of  our  Lord, 
that  he  could  not  do  many  mighty  works  in  a  cer¬ 
tain  place,  becaufe  of  their  unbelief,  fo  it  is  moral¬ 
ly  impoffible  that  any  great  good  fhould  be  done 
among  that  people  where  prejudice  reigns;  fhould 
a  man  live  like  a  faint,  and  preach  like  an  angel,  it 
would  be  all  loft  upon  thofe  whofe  minds  are  thus 
lhut  and  faft  barred  from  beholding  it— Would 
you  then  wifh  to  be  benefited  by  the  labors  of  your 
minifter,  ever  beware  of  and  guard  againft  this 
baneful  principle. 

While  he  is  fowing  to  you  in  fpiritual  things, 
think  not  much  to  impart  of  your  worldly  things, 
but  communicate  liberally  an  honorable  and  com- 
foitaole  fupport,  that,  free  from  the  diftrading 
care  how  he  fhall  provide  for  the  neceflary  fub- 
fiftance  of  his  family,  he  may  give  himfelf  wholly 
to  his  miniftry;  bring  beaten  oil  into  the  fandua- 
ry,  and  iced  your  fouls  with  divine  wifdom  and 
knowledge.  And  to  all  your  other  kindnefs  and 
refped,  add  alfo  your  daily  fervent  prayers  to  the 

throne  of  grace,  for  the  gifts  of  the  holy  fpi.rir,  tQ 
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Gcuccnd,  to  furnifh  him  to,  and  render  him 
cefsful  in  his  great  work.  Prayers  for  a  minifter, 
are  like  tne  hands  of  Aaron  and  Mur,  fupporting 
the  arms  of  Moles.  A  praying  people,  faith  one; 
will  make  a  preaching  minifter.  To  engage  you 
to  tne  peifomxance  of  all  thefe  duties,  frequently 
coiuider  tne  folemn  account  you  mu  ft  one  day 
give  of  his,  and  the  labors  of  all  others,  who  have 
been  from  time  to  time  among  you.  You  have 
been  a  highly  privileged  people.  Many  laborers, 
in  fucceffion,  have  been  fent  among  you — and  yet 
the  Lord  of  the  harveft  hath  fent  another* — May 
a  glorious  harveft,  indeed,  arile  from  his  labors, 
and  you  with  him,  and  all  thofe  before  fent  to  la¬ 
bor  among  you,  rejoice  together  in  the  kingdom 
of  glory. 

Now  unto  him  that  is  able  to  keep  you  from 
falling,  and  prefent  you  faultlefs  before  the  pre¬ 
fence  of  his  glory  with  exceeding  joy;  to  the 
only  wife  God  our  Saviour,  be  glory  and  majefty, 
dominion  and  power,  both  now  and  for  ever. 
Amen. 


*  1.  Rev.  Mr.  Magnifh,  or  M‘Nifh. 

2.  Rev.  Mr.  Crois,  who  was  difmilled  and  removed  to  Philadel¬ 


phia. 
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Rev.  Mr.  Wilmot. 

Rev.  David  Roitwick,  who  was  difrnifled  to  take  the  charge  of 
the  Preibyterian  church  in  New-York. — The  time  of  fettiement 
and  death,  or  removal  of  the  above,  unknown. 

5*  Rev.  Ifaac  Mills,  ordained  and  initaiied  1762,  died  in  thefpring 

l774* 

6.  Rev.  Matthias'  Burnet,  received  their  call  and  went  to  refide 
with  them  in  the  full  of  1774?  was  ordained  and  inflalled  April 
1775,  ddmiifed  May  17S5,  and  re-fettled  at  Norwalk,  in  Con¬ 
necticut,  November  2, 1785. 

7,  Rev.  George  Faitoute,  their  prefent  minifter,  inftalled  Decem¬ 
ber  1 5,  1789. 
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Psalms  cxvi. 

i  will  walk  before  the  Lord  in  the  land 


T>  RETHREN,  if  the  tree  be  good,  its  fruit 
\v  ill  be  good  alfo,-  and  if  che  heart  of  any 
man  be  right  with  God,  fo  will  the  tenor  of  his 
life  be. 

Whatever  pretences  men  rhay  make  of  Jove,  of 
regard  to  God,  they  cannot  be  accounted  his  fin- 
cere  friends,  but  by  an  anfwerable  external  con¬ 
duct.  The  reality  of  our  faith  cannot  be  well 
proved  or  afcertained,  without  good  works;  for 
jmth  without  works  is  dead,  Ring  alone ,  faith  the 
apofile  James;  and  thefe  things,  faith  St.  Paul  to 

Itus,  I  will,  that  thou  affirm  conjlctvtly ,  that  they 
who  have  believed  in  God,  might  be  careful  to  maintain 
goo  wot  S;  thefe  to  mgs  are  good  and  profitable  unto 
men  Confonant  to  this  is  the  promife,  or  fokmH 
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vow  of  the  Pfalmift,  in  the  words  juft  read  in  your 
hearing;  I  will,  faith  he,  walk  before  the  Lord  in  the 

land  of  the  living .  Here  we  may  take  notice, 

>* 

1.  Of  the  matter  of  the  duty  in  which  the 
Pfalmift  promifeth  to  engage,  expreffed  in  the 
words,  1  will  walk .  This  phrafe  is  taken  differ¬ 
ently  by  commentators;  fome  take  it  for  an  ex- 
preffion  of  his  confidence  in  the  continuance  of 
God’s  favor  towards  him;  that  God,  who  had  freed 
him  from  the  jaws  of  death,  would  now  continue 
him  in  the  land  of  the  living. 

And  fo  they  interpret  the  paffage  thus,  I fie  all 
walk;  that  is,  Ijlall  be  preferved ,  and  continue  fome - 
time  longer  on  earth ,  to  advance  the  glory  of  God.  By 
others,  it  is  undcrftood  as  exprefting  a  duty  on 
man’s  part,  rather  than  a  kindnefs  on  the  part  of 
God ;  in  this  fenfe  of  the  word,  I  would  rather  ac- 
quiefce,  as  this  phrafe  is  moil  commonly  in  fcrip- 
ture,  tiled  to  exprefs  a  duty.  It  was  required  of 
Abraham,  as  a  duty,  to  walk  before  God,  I  am  the 
Almighty  God ,  walk  before  me  and  be  thou  perfeff. 

.  The  pfalmift  in  this  place,  by  exprefting  his 
purpofe' under  a  iolemn  piomne,  binds  himleli  to 
perform  the  duty  promised;  the  word  co  cutty  im— 
s  motion,  and  a  proceeding  on  in  that  motion, 
ep  by  ftep,  and  from  one  place  to  another,  ft  ak- 
cn  metaphorically,  it  fignifies  the  practice  ot  what 
is  good  and  lovely,  as  the  words  following  intimate. 

The  manner  in  which  he  purpofed  to  walk; 
before  the  Ford,  that  is,  in  iuch  a  manner,  that 
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God,  the  fearcher  of  hearts,  would  be  pleafed  with 
it,  and  approve  of  it. 

3.  The  place  and  time,  while  he  continued  on 
earth,  and  remained  among  the  living. 

The  Tingle  dodrine  from  the  words,  to  which  I 
fhall  fpeak  at  this  time,  is  this,  that  our  inward  af¬ 
fedion  to  God  muft  be  declared,  or  rnanifefted,  by 
our  outward  converfation.  I  fhall. 


I.  Confirm  the  propofition. 

II.  Shew  you  why  our  inward  affedion  to  God 
mufr  be  declared  by  our  outward  converfation, 

JII.  Confider  the  necefiity  of  good  works. 


Fuji)  I  will  endeavor  to  connrm  the  propofition^ 
that  inward  affedion  to  God  muft  be  declared,  by 

our  outward  converfation. 


That  inward  affedion  to  God,  is  to  be  mnani- 
fefled  by  an  outward  walk  with  God,  may  be  prov¬ 
ed  by  that  connexion  which  there  is  between  them : 
The  one  cannot  be  without  the  other ;  fo  in  ferip- 
ture,  walking  in  God’s  ways,  and  keeping  his  com¬ 
mandments,  is  inferred  from  the  fear  and  love  we 
have  of  him.  ^  Blejfed  is  every  one  that  fearetb  the 
Lord,  that  waheth  in  his  ways.  Fear  God  and  keep 
his  commandments ,  faith  Solomon;  and  St.  John 

tells  us,  i  ms  is  the  love  of  God  that  we  keep  his  com- 
mandments. 

Moreover,  this  duty  is  frequently  preffed  in  the 
fcriptures.  We  find  God  commanding  Abraham 
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to  walk  before  him.  I  am  the  Almighty  Cod,  walk 
before  me,  and  be  thou  perfect — And  mm  IJrael,  what 
doth  the  Lord  thy  God  require  of  thee,  but  to  fear  the 
Lord  thy  God,  to  walk  in  his  ways.  And  this  kind 
of  walking  is  highly  commended— Thefe  are  the 
generations  of  Noah;  Noah  was  a  juft  man,  and  per¬ 
fect  in  bis  generation :  and  Noah  walketh  with  God. 
To  the  fame  purpofe  is  that  declaration,  concern¬ 
ing  Zacharias  and  Elizabeth;  they  were  both  righ¬ 
teous  before  God,  walking  in  all  the  commandments  and 
ordinances  of  the  Lord  blamelefs. 

Befides,  walking  before  the  Lord,  has  been  a- 
bundantly  rewarded,  and  therefore,  fays  the  pfalm- 
ift,  great  is  their  peace  who  love  thy  law,  and  nothing 
jhall  offend  them;  and  in  keeping  thy  commandments 
there  is  a  great  reward.  How  diftinguilhed  a  re¬ 
ward  did  the  righteous  Lord  bellow  on  the  pious 
Enoch.  And  Enoch  walketh  with  God,  and  he  was 
riot,  for  God  took  him.  And  fuch  will  be  the  reward 
of  all,  who  walk  before  the  Lord  in  the  land  of  the 
living.  Sooner  or  later  God  will  take  them  home 
to  himfelf. 

Secondly,  I  am  to  fhew,  why  our  inward  affec¬ 
tion  to  God,  mull  be  declared  by  our  outward  con- 
yerfation.  This  will  appear  from  the  following 
considerations. 

r.  In  this  way,  God  is  glorified.  By  a  holy 
practice,  we  fhew  forth  the  praifes  of  him  who  hath 
( ailed  us  out  of  darknefs  into  bis  marvel'  us  light ;  and 
thus  Men  may  fee  our  good  works,  and  glorify  our  Fa- 
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ther  who  is  in  Heaven.  The  more  fruitful  we  are 
in  good  works,  the  more  is  God  our  maker  glori¬ 
fied  ;  for  herein  fays  our  Lord ,  is  my  Father  glorified, 
that  ye  bear  much  fruit.  Now,  what  can  be  more 
delirable  than  to  honor  the  glorious  Father  of  our 
fpirits?  A  fon  bonoreth  his  father,  faith  a  Prophet, 
and  afervant  his  mafier.  Shall  we  then  call  thofe' 
men  fons  of  God,  and  fervants  of  the  Mod:  High, 
who  are  regardlefs  of  the  glory  of  God,  and  remain 
unmoved  by  a  motive  fo  good  and  powerful  ? 
Since  walking  pioufly,  glorifies  God,  all  who  have 
an  inward  affedion  for  him,  will  carefully  main¬ 
tain  good  works.  A  due  efteem  of  God  is  mani- 

fefted  only  by  making  him  our  fupreme  end. _ . 

And  fo  we  are  direded  by  the  apoftle  Paul,  to  aim 
in  all  we  do,  at  the  glory  of  God,  whether  ye  eat 
or  drink,  or  whatfoever  ye  do,  do  all  to  the  glory  of  God. 

2.  By  an  holy  and  righteous  walk,  others  are 
benefited. 

We  know  not  how  much  good  thofe  around  us, 
fometimes  reap,  from  an  obfervation  of  the  purity, 
benevolence,  and  zeal,  of  their  fellow-chrifiians. 

Thofe  w'ho  are  called  of  God,  are  ftirred  up  to 
an  holy  emulation  at  the  view;  faith  the  apoftle 
to  the  Hebrews,  wherefore  feeing  we  alfo  are  com- 
pc: fed  about  with  fo  great  a  cloud  ofwitnejfes,  let  us  lay 
afide  every  weight,  and  the  fin  that  doth  fo  eafily  befet 
us,  and  let  us  run  with  patience,  the  race  that  is  fet  be¬ 
fore  us.  All  thofe  who  walk  aright,  become  pat¬ 
terns  with  others,  fo  that  ye  were,  faith  the  apoftle 
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Paul,  enf ample s  to  all  that  believe  in  Macedonia  and 
Achaia ,  And  thofe  who  are  not  yet  effectually 
called  by  the  grace  of  God,  may  be  brought  over 
to  the  love  of  the  truth,  by  a  converfation  becom¬ 
ing  the  gofpel.  Thus  fpeaks  the  apofte  Peter, 
Likewife  ye  wives ,  be  in  fubjebiion  to  your  own  huf- 
bands ;  that  if  any  obey  not  the  word ,  they  alfo  may% 
without  the  wordy  be  won  by  the  converfation  of  the 
wives ;  having  a  good  confcience ;  that  whereas  they 
fpealz  evil  of  you  as  of  evil  doers ,  they  may  be  afhamed^ 
zvko  falfely  accufe  your  good  converfation  in  Chrift . 
io  promote  the  fpiritual  good,  the  beft  intereft  of 
ail  around  us,  is  an  ohjeCt  worthy  of  men,  and  of 
Chriftians;  and  the  probability  that  we  may,  by 
any  juft  means  effeCt  this,  fhould  induce  us  to 
make  it  our  endeavor;  but  their  beft  good  cannot 
be  promoted  fo  fuccefsfully  any  other  way,  as  by 
a  patient  continuance  in  well-doing,  and  manifeft-* 
ing  our  love  to  God  by  a  holy  practice, 

3’  In  this  way  too  our  own  good  is  promoted. 

It  is  by  a  good  converfation,  that  the  fecurity 
or  our  hearts,  the  integrity  of  our  confciences,  the 
foundnefs  of  our  faith,  and  in  a  word,  the  truth  of 
all  our  graces  are  clearly  manifefted,  cherifhed  and 
increafed.  If  wc  content  ourfelves  with  faying. 
Lord ,  Lordy  and  do  not  the  things  which  he  faith y  our 
profeffion  is  plainly  infincere ;  it  is  hypocrify.  If 
we  maintain  not  a  converfation  becoming  the  gof- 

pel,  our  confciences  are  defiled,  our  faith  is  dead, 
inactive  and  ufelefs. 
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By  a  good  converfation,  the  prefence  of  the  holy 
fpirit  in  us,  is  telfified  to  our  own  peace  and  com¬ 
fort.  All  the  various  graces  of  the  Chriftian  are 
fo  many  fruits  of  the  fpirit,  wrought  in  him  by 
the  Holy  Ghoft  ;  and  therefore,  a  holy  pradice9 
proves  the  prefence  of  the  Holy  Spirit  with  us. 

In  this  wTay  too,  is  gained  the  affurance  of  God's 
love,  and  outward  evidence  is  given  of  our  elec¬ 
tion  and  falvation. 

Befides,  by  fuch  a  walk  many  judgments  are 
either  prevented  or  removed,  foftened  or  fandlifL 
ed ;  and  what  is  ftill  a  greater  blefling,  deftrudion 
from  the  Almighty  will  be  happily  avoided ~ 
Hereby  fhall  we  efcape  from  deferved  and  unut„ 
terable  defpair,  and  get  into  the  path  of  life,  the 
way  of  peace,  and  the  happy  road  to  joys  unfpeak- 
able  and  full  of  glory.  How  great,  my  hearers, 
will  be  the  gain  of  piety,  both  here  and  hereafter ! 

Thirdly,  I  come  now  to  confider  a  little,  the 
neceflity  of  good  works. 

'I'lie  importance  and  neceflity  of  good  works 
can  be  ealily  maintained  without  aferibing  to 
them  any  merit  or  any  influence  in  our  juflifica- 
tion,  and  although  weprefs  not  the  doing  of  good 
works  as  being  meritorious,  yet  there  are  forcible 
reafons  or  arguments,  from  which  we  may  urge 
the  great  neceflity  of  them.  And, 

1.  They  are  highly  neceflary,  as  being  com¬ 
manded  and  exprefsly  required  by  God  h i ru¬ 
le!  f. 


« 
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Whatever  God  requires  in  his  word,  mud  be 
done.  Obedience  is  necelfary,  and  therefore,  ho- 
linefs  of  heart  and  life,  is  indifpenfibly  necelfary. 
That  good  works  are  required  of  Chriftians,  will 
not  be  doubted  by  any,  who  are  in  the  lead  ac¬ 
quainted  with  the  Bible.  Let  ours  alfoy  faith  an  a- 
poftle,  learn  to  maintain  good  works  for  necejfary  ufes  / 
and  faith  the  fame  infpired  writer,  This  is  a  faith* 
ful  faying^  and  thefe  things  1  will  that  thou  affirm  con - 
jlantlyy  to  at  they  who  have  believed  m  Gody  might  be 
careful  to  maintain  good  works ,  thefe  things  are  good 
and  profitable  unto  men .  Where  the  word  of  a  king 
is,  there  is  power ;  and  is  there  no  authority  in 
the  precepts  of  Heaven  ?  No  obedience  due  to 
the  commands  of  the  living  God  ?  How  dwelleth 
the  fear  and  love  of  God  in  thofe  men  who  violate 
the  divine  law,  and  trample  on  the  dread  author¬ 
ity  of  the  Moil  High  ?  Surely  a  holy  walk  with 
God  is  neceffary  fince  it  is  enjoined  by  himfelf. 

2.  Good  works  are  the  way  to  the  kingdom  of 
God. 

I' or  though  they  are  by  no  means  to  be  confid¬ 
ent  as  the  caufe  of  our  reigning  in  Heaven,  yet 
without  them  we  (hall  never  attain  to  the  king¬ 
dom  ;  we  fhall  never  fee  God ;  fo  fpeaks  the  a- 
•  poftle  P&ul—zvitbout  holinefs  no  man  fall  fee  the 
Lord.  The  fum  of  felicity  cdniifts,  in  the  enjoy¬ 
ment  of  the  ever  blefTed  God.  They  who  being 

born  of  God  by  the  regenerating  influences  of  the 
holy  fpirit,  live  a  holy  and  humble  life,  fhall  know 

by  fweet  and  happy  experience,  that  in  the  pjte- 
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fence  of  God,  there  is fulnefs  of joy ,  and  at  his  right  hand, 
to  which  diftinguifhed  honor,  they  Ihall  loon  be 
happily  advanced,  there  are  pleafures for  ever  more. 

3.  Good  works  are  an  evidence  or  demon- 
ftration  of  our  faith. 

The  apoftle  James,  fpeaking  of  the  faith  of  A- 
braham,  and  how  it  was  proved  to  be  genuine, 
fays,  feeji  thou  how  faith  wrought  with  his  works, 
and  by  works  was  faith  made  perfect?  And  a  fruit- 
lefs  inactive  faith,  which  produceth  not  the  fruits 
of  righteoufnefs,  is  by  the  fame  apoftle  denomina¬ 
ted,  a  dead  faith.  Works  are  therefore  neceflary, 
as  evidences  of  our  faith ,  and  in  this  way  only,  can  it 
be  proved  to  be  genuine,  a  true  and  living  faith. 

To  evidence  our  faith  is  of  great  importance, 
and  highly  neceflary,  as  without  it,  it  is  impoffible 
to  pleafe  God,  or  to  efcape  eternal  wo — he  that  be- 
lieveth  not  Jhall  be  damned.  How  vaftly  neceflary 
then,  are  good  works,  as  they  are  a  demonftration 
of  the  truth  and  reality  of  our  faith  ? 

a.  The  not  doing  of  them  merits  eternal  death. 

For  although  we  muft  dilagree  with  thofe  who 
fuppofe  that  doing  good  works  merits  everlafting 
life,  yet  we  know  that  the  moft  exquifite  torments 
of  the  damned,  will  be  no  more  than  the  juft  re¬ 
ward  of  their  impious  deeds. 

Whatever  ftores  of  wrath  are  referved  for  the 
wicked,  they  are  but  the  treafures  which  guilty 
finners  have  hoarded  up  for  themfelves — But  after 
Vol.  II.  F  f 
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thyhardnefs  and  impenitent  heart ,  faith  St.  Paul,  treat- 
jnrefi  up  unto  thy/elf  wrath  againji  the  day  of  wrath, 

and  the  revelation  of  the  righteous  judgment  of  Gods _ 

and  the  fame  infpired  writer  tells  us  that,  the  wa¬ 
ges  of  jin  is  death.  If  then  indignation  and  wrath, 
tribulation  and  anguifh,  fhall  he  upon  them  who  obey 
not  the  truth,  and  on  every  foul  of  man  that  doth 
evil,  how  neceflary  are  good  works  ?  How  careful 
Ihould  we  be  to  walk  in  the  way  of  God’s  com¬ 
mandments  ?  With  what  diligence  and  zeal  ought 
all  men  to  ferve  the  Lord  in  their  day  and  gene¬ 
ration  ? 

5-  The  neceffity  of  good  works  will  appear  if 
we  confider  them  as  expreffions  of  our  gratitude. 
It  is  indeed  true  that  when  we  have  done  all  thofe 
things  which  are  commanded,  we  may  (till  fay,  we 
are  unprofitable  fervants.  However,  by  doing 
what  we  are  commanded,  according  to  our  ability, 
we  fhowourfelves  grateful  children  of  our  Father 
who  is  in  Heaven.  And  I  think  this  is  an  argu¬ 
ment  of  more  weight  with  an  ingenuous  child  of 
God,  than  any  motive  which  can  be  drawn  from 
merit,  or  the  fuppofed  worth  of  our  obedience.  For 
when  the  Chriffian  pondereth  on  the  free  grace,  and 
boundlefs  mercy  of  God,  in  giving  his  own  fon,  in 
accepting  the  returning  finner  for  Chrift’s  fake,  in 
pardoning  all  his  lins,  and  in  referving  for  him  ev- 
erlafting  life,  it  tends  fo  to  inflame  his  heart  with 
love  and  gratitude,  that  he  is  always  ready  to  do 
whatfoever  he  thinks  may  be  well-pleafing  in  the 
fight  of  God,  even  to  the  utmofi:  of  his  power. 
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Gratitude  to  God  is  our  duty ;  it  is  a  delightful 
and  neceflary  duty ;  it  is,  and  will  be  performed 
by  all  that  love  God.  But  good  works  are  the  ge¬ 
nuine  fruits  of  a  grateful  difpofition,  and  without 
them,  it  will  never  be  fuitably  expreiied.  Hath 
the  blefled  God  loaded  us  with  benefits,  and  fol¬ 
lowed  us  with  loving  kindnefs  and  tender  mercies, 
and  fhall  his  people,  fhall  any  who  call  themfelves 
Chriftians,  break  his  laws  and  trample  on  the  au¬ 
thority  by  which  they  are  enaded  ?  Can  any  fup- 
pofe  that  fuch  condud  will  be  a  grateful  return 
to  the  Father  of  our  mercies?  Oh!  what  a  rich 
gift  was  that,  when  God  gave  us  his  own  fon  ?  Is 
it  for  this,  that  poor  finners  defpife  and  difobey 
him,  and  rufh  on  the  bucklers  of  the  Almighty  ? 

I  fhall  now  proceed  to  make  fome  application 
of  the  fubjed. 

i .  This  fubj  eel  teacheth  us,  that  thofe  who  wal k 
not  in  God’s  ways,  cannot  be  efteemed  his  affec¬ 
tionate  people.  For  whoever  hath  a  due  regard 
to  the  Supreme  Jehovah,  whoever  truly  fears  and 
loves  him,  will  teflify  his  regard  to  him  by  a  de¬ 
vout  and  holy  converfation.  Inward  affedion  to 
God,  will  make  us  fear,  and  fly  from  the  very  ap¬ 
pearance  of  evil.  No  fin  will  be  indulged  nor 
permitted  to  dwell  in  that  heart ,  where  love  to 
God  is  predominant.  If  we  do  indeed  love  Chrifl, 
we  fhall  keep  his  commandments.  Thefe  will  not 
be  grievous,  but  moft  pleafant  and  delightful 

Oh .  how  love  I  thy  holy  law  .  it  is  my  meditation  all 
the  day ,  faid  pious  David  :  and  St.  Paul  fays,  I de- 
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light  in  the  law  of  God  after  the  inward  man.  And 
who  can  help  loving  and  delighting  in  the  law  of 
God,  when  he  confiders  that  the  law  is  holy,  and 
the  commandment  holy,  and  juft,  and  good? 

2.  The  knowledge,  affecftion  and  profeffion  of 
perfons  who  walk  not  before  the  Lord,  are  all 
in  vain.  For  thofe  things  will  be  fo  many  evi¬ 
dences  againft  them,  will  render  them  the  more 
inexcufa'ole,  and  aggravate  their  final  judgment. 
I  confefs  that  the  knowledge  of  God,  an  efteem 
of  him,  and  an  outward  profeffion,  are  all  necefla- 
ry  and  ufeful.  For  a  religion  without  knowledge, 
muft needs  be  prepofterous  and  erroneous;  with¬ 
out  affection,  mere  hypocrify  ;  and  without  an  o- 
pen  and  free  profeffion,  no  better  than  cowardice. 
But  though  thefe  things  are  neceffary,  yet  they  are 
not  fufficient,  and  the  truth  of  them  all  may  be 
juftly  queftioned,  where  they  are  not  ratified  and 
confirmed  by  an  anfwerable  conduct:. 

3.  That  walking  with  God,  in  the  external  du¬ 
ties  of  religion,  will  beft  ftop  the  mouths  of  the 
adverfaries  of  the  truth.  The  enemies  of  our  re- 
lioion  take  the  more  occafion  to  ftander  it  when 
they  fee  Chriftians  walking  carelefsly,  and  unten- 
derly.  Oh  !  take  heed  that  you  give  no  occafion 
to  the  enemies  oi  Chrift  to  blafpheme.  Make 
confcience  of  good  works ;  ftudy  to  live  foberly, 

rifhteouily,  and  godly,  in  this  prefent  evil  world. 

°4.  Laftly,  we  learn  from  what  has  been  laid, 

that  thofe  who  walk  not  before  the  Lord  in  the 
land  of  the  living,  are  expofed  to  the  moft  dread- 
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ful  ruin.  O  finners !  deniers  of  God  !  deniers  of 
Chrift  the  faviour  of  the  world  !  rejeefters  of  Hea¬ 
ven,  and  travellers  to  hell !  what  can  be  faid  to  you 
to  flop  you  in  your  dangerous  career  to  ruin  ? — 
What  can  be  done,  what  would  I  not  do,  to  fnatch 
you  from  the  ftrokes  of  Almighty  vengeance  ?  O 
ftop  for  a  moment,  and  look  forward  to  that  gulph 
of  delpair  into  which  you  are  juft  ready  to  plunge! 
Methinks  I  fee  force  of  my  hearers  already  totter¬ 
ing  on  the  brink  of  damnation,  and  yet  fearlefs, 
yet  unconcerned  !  Awake  thou  that  jieepeji ,  arife 
from  the  dead  and  Chrift  fh all  give  thee  light .  Fly, 
poor  thoughtlefs  foul,  from  the  wrath  to  come ; 
inftantly  fly,  left  wrath  come  upon  you  to  the  very 
uttermoft,  and  your  never-dying  foul  be  forever 
loft !  The  God  of  the  fpirits  of  all  flefti  is  your 
enemy  ;  devils  are  your  enemies,  and  the  whole 
herd  of  the  ungodly  will  fhortly  become  mutual 
tormenters.  Not  a  Angle  friend  will  you  meet  with, 
in  all  the  regions  of  mifery — no,  nor  in  heaven  it- 
felf,  fhall  fo  much  a£  one  be  found  to  pity  or  re¬ 
lieve  you ;  but  you  muft  lie  down  in  overwhelm¬ 
ing  forrows,  and  welter  in  flames  unquenchable 
for  ever  !  But  alas !  the  forlorn  condition  of  care- 
lefs  difobedient  mankind,  fhall  exceed  all  the 
powers  of  defeription!  Perhaps  nothing  but  the 
groans  of  the  damned,  which  may  none  of  you, 
dear  brethren,  ever  hear,  could  give  even  a  faint 
view  of  their  wretched  ftate,  whom  Chrift  the 
Lord  will  difown  and  caft  off  for  ever  !  Be  en¬ 
treated  therefore,  to  come  to  God  through  Jefus 
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Chrift.  Caft  off  the  works  of  darknefs,  and  put 
on  the  armour  of  light,  and  thus  glorifying  your 
Father  in  Heaven,  you  may  hope,  in  due  time  to 
dwell  for  ever  with  the  Lord.  Now  to  him  who 
is  able  to  keep  you  from  falling,  and  to  prefent  you 
faultlefs  before  the  throne,  be  afcribed  all  honor, 
praife  and  glory,  henceforth  and  for  ever.  Amen. 
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A  B  I  E  L  HOLMES,  A.  M. 

Paftor  of  a  Church  ofChrift  at  Midway,  in  Georgia. 


L  u  k  E  X.  33,  34,  35. 

But  a  certain  Samaritan ,  as  he  journeyed,  came 
-where  be  was  ;  and  when  he  Jaw  him,  he  had  com- 
pqjjion  on  him ,  and  went  to  him,  and  hound  up  his 
wounds,  pouring  in  oil  and  wine ,  and  Jet  him  on  his 
own  be  aft,  and  brought  him  to  an  inn,  and  took  care 
of  him.  And  on  the  morrow,  when  he  departed,  he 
took  out  two  pence,  and  gave  them  to  the  boft,  and 
fa  id  unto  him,  take  care  of  him,  and  whatfoever  thou 
fpendeft  more,  when  I  come  again,  1  will  repay  thee . 

TT  was  an  observation  of  an  ancient  heathen, 
that  in  nothing  do  men  approach  nearer  the 
gods,  than  in  doing  good.  If  the  light  of  nature 
dictated  fo  noble  a  lentiment,  what  fhould  be  the 
views  of  Chriftians  on  this  fubjed,  with  all  the  ad¬ 
vantages  of  the  light  of  revelation  ?  Lamentable, 
in  ee  ,  will  it  be,  if  their  views  do  not  rife  higher 
than  thofe  of  the  heathen,  and  if  their  hearts  do 
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not  lie  more  open  to  the  exercifes  of  benevolence 
and  charity.  If,  however,  this  be  not  the  cafe 
with  thofe  who  wear  the  Chriftian  name,  it  is  by 
no  means  the  fault  of  the  Chriftian  religion. — 
This  breathes,  throughout,  a  fpirit  of  benevolence 
and  love  to  mankind,  and  inculcates  charity  a- 
mong  the  foremoft  of  its  precepts.  The  amiable, 
the  divine  author  of  this  holy  religion,  moft  beau¬ 
tifully  illuftrated  this  branch  of  Chriftianity,  in 
his  preaching,  and  in  his  practice.  What  he  en¬ 
joined  on  others,  he  took  fpecial  care  to  obferve 
himfelf ;  for  it  was  a  diftinguiftiing  trait  in  his 
character,  that  he  went  about  doing  good.  In  this 
refpeCt,  conftdered  merely  as  a  man,  he  eclipfes 
the  glory  of  the  moft  diftinguilhed  benefactors, 
recorded  in  the  annals  of  fame.  How  honorable, 
how  happy,  would  it  be  for  ourfelves,  how  happy 
for  fociety,  did  we,  in  this  particular,  follow  the 
example  of  the  benevolent  Jefus !  Did  we,  uni¬ 
formly,  with  the  profeffion  of  piety  towards  God, 
take  care  to  love  our  neighbour  as  ourfelves  ! — "  By 
all  means,”  faith  one,  "  this  is  a  moft  important, 
a  moft  excellent  branch  of  religion  ;  but  who  is  my 
neighbour,  whom,  by  this  precept,  I  am  obliged  to 
love?”  The  fame  queftion  was  once  put  to  our 
blefled  Lord,  and  you  will  find  his  anfwer  to  it  in 
what  fellows  : — A  certain  man  of  the  Jewilh  na¬ 
tion  went  down  from  Jerufalem  to  Jericho ,  and,  pair¬ 
ing  through  thofe  wild  and  dangerous  roads,  fell 
among  feme  of  thofe  cruel  robbers ,  who  fo  often  af- 
fault  fuchi  as  travel  that  way ;  and  thefe  mercilefs 
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wretches,  having  plundered  him  gripped  him  of  his 
raiment  ,and  wounded  him  moll  barbaroufly,  went  off, 
leaving  him  half  dead.  And,  while  he  lay  in  this 
unhappy  condition,  a  certain  priejl  happened  to 
come  along  that  way;  and  though,  by  virtue  of  his 
facred  prorellion,  he  ought  to  have  been  forward 
to  telieve  the  didrelled,  yet,  feeing  him  lying  at  a 
little  diftance,  he  palled  along  by,  without  pre- 
tending  to  take  any  notice  of  him.  In  like  man¬ 
ner,  a  Levite  alfo,  as  he  was  journeying  that  way, 
juft  came  to  the  place  where  this  poor  objed  lay, 
and  looked  on  him,  and,  with  the  moll  unfeeling 
neglect,  paffed  by  on  the  other  fide ,  without  doing 
any  thing  at  all  for  his  relief;  and  thus  the  diftref- 
fed  man  might  have  lain  and  perifhed.  But  a  cer¬ 
tain  Samaritan,  as  he  was  travelling  the  fame  way, 
came  to  the  place  where  he  wass  and,  when  hefaw 
him  in  this  miferable  lituation,  though  he  might 
readily  know,  or  at  lead:  prefume,  that  he  was  a 
Jew;  yet, notwithftanding  the  hatred  which  fubfi fe¬ 
ed  between  thefe  two  nations,  he  had  companion  on 
him,  and  zvent  to  him,  and  bound  up  his  wounds.  Af¬ 
ter  he  had  poured  in  fome  of  the  oil  and  wine  which 
he  had  by  him  among  the  provifior.s  of  his  jour¬ 
ney  ;  and  fet ting  him  on  his  own  beaft,  becaufe  he  was 
unable  to  Walk,  he  brought  him  to  an  inn,  and  took 
care  of  him.  And,  the  next  morning,  when  he  de¬ 
parted  from  the  inn,  he  took  out  two  denarii,  or  Ro¬ 
man  pence,  and  gave  them  to  the  innkeeper,  and f aid 
unto  him,  j  one  ail  poffible  care  of  this  poor  wound- 

e  ranger,  and  fee  that  he  wants  for  nothing,  and 
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whatever  more  thou  flialt  have  occafion  to  fpend, 

on  his  account,  I  will  repay  thee,  when  I  return. _ 

Excellent  Samaritan!  Who  can  read  this  ftory  of 
thy  humane,  compaffionate  behavior  towards  this 
poor  diftreffed  Jew,  without  tears  of  admiration? 
And  will  any  one  Hill  afk.  Who  is  my  neighbor t  It 
is  fubmitted  to  thyfelh  which  of  thefe  three  perfons, 
the  Prieft,  the  Levite,  or  the  Samaritan,  was  neighbor 
unto  him  that  fell  among  the  thieves.  He  that  fhewed 
mercy  on  him — thou  wilt  doubtlefs  fay.  Why,  then. 
Go,  and  do  thou  likewife. 

That  we  may  rightly  underhand  the  nature,  and 
the  extent  of  this  duty  of  charity,  and  may  be  ex¬ 
cited  to  the  confcientious  performance  of  it,  I 
propofe, 

I.  To  fliew  who  are  the  proper  objects  of  char¬ 
ity. 

i 

II.  To  ihew  what  is  the  proper  meafure  of 

charity. 

III.  To  recommend  the  duty  of  charity, 

1  am,  in  th tjirft  place>  to  ihew  who  are  the  pro¬ 
per  objects  of  charity. 

The  dictates  of  reafon,  and  the  oracles  of  God* 
may  convince  us,  that  any  one  of  the  human  race* 
who  is  in  a  fuffering  condition,  is  a  proper  objed: 
of  charity.  A  diftreffed  neighbor,  furely,  calls  for 
our  charitable  affiftance.  But  every  perfon,  as  the 
text  intimates,  mull  be  conlidered  as  our  neigh- 
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hot.  Therefore,  every  diftreffed  perfon,  be  he 
who  he  may,  is  a  proper  object  of  charity.  The 

parable,  of  which  the  text  is  a  part,  was  exprefsly 
€<  intended  to  fhew,  that  every  human  creature, 

who  needs  our  aftiftance,  is  to  be  conlidered  by  us 
as  our  neighbor,  of  whatever  nation,  or  faith,  or 
profeffion,  he  may  be.”  And  one  would  think  it 
hardly  poffible  to  illuftrate  this  truth  in  a  more 
ftriking  and  beautiful  manner,  than  it  is  here  done 
by  our  bleffed  Lord. — It  is  well  known,  that  the 
Jews  had  an  inveterate  hatred  againft  the  Sama¬ 
ritans.  Various  caufes  contributed  to  this.  The, 

Samaritans  were  of  foreign  extraction. - There 

was,  at  an  early  period,  a  great  mixture  of  fuper- 
ftition  and  idolatry  in  their  religion.  They  treat¬ 
ed  the  jews  very  injurioufly  after  their  return  from 
the  captivity.  They  built  a  temple  on  Mount 
Gerizim,  in  oppofttion  to  the  temple  at  Jerufalem. 
And  what,  perhaps,  incurred  the  hatred  and  con¬ 
tempt  of  the  Jews,  more  than  all  the  reft,  they 
made  an  infamous  offer  to  Antiochus  of  dedicat¬ 
ing  that  temple  to  Jupiter,  and  of  admitting  the 
rites  of  his  idolatrous  worfhip,  at  a  time  when  the 
Jews  were  fuffering  the  utmoft  extremities  in  de¬ 
fence  of  their  religion.  From  thefe,  and  other 
caufes,  the  Jews  had  no  friendly  intercourfe  with 
the  Samaritans.  Indeed,  the  jealoufy,  on  both 
fides,  was  mod  violent,  and  the  enmity  implaca¬ 
ble.  But,  notwithftanding  all  this,  no  fooner  does 
the  Samaritan  meet  with  this  poor  diftreffed  Jew,, 
than  he  lays  afide  all  party  feelings,  and  refen  t- 
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roents,  and  immediately  undertakes  to  relieve  him. 
It  was  enough,  that  he  was  in  a  fuffering  condil 
tion,  juft  ready  to  perifh.  No  matter  who,  or 
v. hat  he  is;  this  benevolent  man  fees  he  is  a  pro- 
pa  C0jt<ft  of  cnarity,  and  fo  has  compajjion  on  him; 
and,  without  hesitation,  does  all  in  his  power  to 
help  him.  What  if  he  is  a  Jew?  It  is  no  time  to 
think  of  that  now. — Some  writers  tell  us,  that  the 
hatred  between  the  Jews  and  the  Samaritans  rofe 
ib  h»gn,  “  that  if  a  Jew  and  a  Samaritan  met  in  a 
narrow  way,  they  were  exceedingly  folicitous  that 
they  might  pafs  without  touching  each  other,  for 
of  pollution  on  each  fide.” — If  this  was  facft, 
how  beautifully  does  it  illuftrate  the  humanity  of 
this  good  Samaritan !  Inftead  of  avoiding  to  touch 
the  Jew,  he  took  pains  to  drefs  his  wounds,  and 
to  fet  him  on  his  own  bead,  fupporting  him  in  his 
arms  as  he  rode,  as  well  as  to  make  a  generous 
provifion  for  him  at  the  inn. — Hence  we  fee  that 
every  man,  let  his  nation,  or  country,  or  religion, 
be  what  it  may,  muft  be  coniidered  as  our  neigh¬ 
bor,  and  treated  accordingly.  If  we  find  any  one 

in  diftrefs,  he  is  a  proper  objebl  of  our  charity. _ _ 

Even  if  our  enemy  hanger,  we  muft  feed  hint;  if  he 
thirft ,  we  muft  give  him  drink — or,  whatever  may 
be  his  fufterings,  we  muft  do  what  we  can  to  re¬ 
lieve  him, 

I  proceed,  in  the  fecond  place,  to  fhew  what  is 
the  proper  meafure  of  our  charity.— Two  things 
are  to  beconfidered  in  determining  this; — the  ne- 
cefiity  of  the  fuffering  object,  and  our  own  ability. 
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i.  Wemuft  confider  the  neceffity  of  the  ob¬ 
ject  which  requires  our  charity. 

■'•'V  f 

In  a  cafe  of  great  neceffity,  our  charity  fliould 
be  extended  farther  than  where  the  neceffity  is 
fmall.  If  we  find  a  perfon  juft  ready  to  perifti, 
we  fttould  not  fail  to  deny  ourfelves  our  own  eafe 
and  pleafure,  and  to  go  a  great  length  to  relieve 
him.  Thus  the  good  Samaritan  adled.  The  very 
diftreffing  condition  of  this  poor  Jew  abforbed  all 
other  conftderations,  and,  in  order  to  relieve  him, 
he  did  not  hefitate  a  moment  to  lay  afide  his  en¬ 
mity  and  prejudice,  to  forego  his  own  eafe  and 
comfort;  and  to  expend  a  part  of  that  money,  and 
of  thofe  provifions  which  he  had  by  him  as  necef- 
fary  to  his  journey.  As  the  Jew  was  robbed  of 
his  clothes,  it  is  probable  enough  the  Samaritan 
ufed  fome  of  his  own  garments  for  binding  up  his 
■wounds.  It  is  likely  he  could  not  well  fpare  the 
oil  and  wine  but  it  was  a  cale  of  neceffity,  and 
he  did  not  regard  himfelf.  Juft  fo  ought  we  to 
confider  the  real  neceffity  of  the  perfon  whom  we 
are  about  to  relieve  by  our  charity.  The  meafure 
of  this  ought  to  be  proportioned  to  the  degree  of 
that.  iNot,  indeed,  that  we  are,  by  any  means,  to 
be  unmindful  of  the  fmalleft  chftreflcs  of  any  of 
our  brethren  ;  but  they  fhould  claim  our  attention 
and  charity,  in  proportion  to  their  extremity. 

2.  We  mull  confider  our  own  ability. 

If  there  be  jirft  a  willing  mind ,  faith  the  apoflle  on 
this  fubjcvft,  it  is  accepted  according  to  that  a  man 
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hath)  and  not  according  to  that  he  hath  not .  This  is 
the  proper  rule  by  which  our  charity  Ihould  be 
difpenfed.  After  duly  confidering  <the  real  cafe 
of  the  diftreffed,  we  ought  fairly  and  impartially 
to  conflder  how  far  we  can  confiftently  contribute 
towards  relieving  them.  The  good  Samaritan* 
befides  attending  to  the  prefent  diftreffing  necefli- 
ty  of  the  unfortunate  Jew,  and  helping  him  to  an 
inn,  consulted  alfo  his  own  ability,  and  opened  his 
purfe  for  his  farther  relief.  He  gave  the  landlord, 
for  taking  care  of  him,  two  Roman  pence,  which 
were  in  value  about  fifteen  pence  fterling.  And  it 
is  very  probable,  that  a  man,  who  was  now  travel¬ 
ling  a  confiderable  diftance  from  home,  would  not 
have  more  to  fpare;  efpecially  as  he  was  to  pafs 
through  fo  dangerous  a  road,  and  fo  it  would  have 
been  imprudent  to  take  more  money  than  he  was 
likely  to  want  in  his  journey;  and  this  would  be  the 
lefs,  as  it  was  ufual  for  travellers  in  thofe  parts  to 
carry  their  provifions  with  them.*  It  is  to  be 
prefumed,  then,  that  the  good  Samaritan  meafur- 
ed  his  charity  by  his  ability.  He  gave  what  he 
could  reafonably  fpare.  Thus  ought  we  to  do — 
And  here  it  may  be  obferved,  that  we  may,  at  lead, 
always  fympathize  with  the  diftreffed,  even  when 
we  have  it  not  in  our  power  to  relieve  them  by  our 
charity;  and  how  great  an  alleviation  to  diftrefs, 
even  fympathy  alone  is,  let  the  afflicted  fay.  But 
if  we  really  have  it  in  our  power  to  afford  a  farther 

relief,  it  is  only  mocking  the  diftreffed,  to  fay— 

« 
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Depart  in  peace ,  he  ye  warmed ,  and  filled,  and  com¬ 
forted,  without  giving  them  thofe  things  which  are 
needful . 

To  fum  up,  in  one  word,  the  directions  for  the 
proper  meafure  of  our  charity,  take  the  golden 
rule  of  Chrift,  which  is  applicable  to  all  cafes. 
All  things  whatfoever  ye  would  that  men  floould  do  to 
you ,  do  ye  even  Jo  to  them ;  that  is,  “Treat  men  in 
every  inftance,  juft  as  you  would  think  it  reafon- 
able  to  be  treated  by  them,  if  you  were  in  their 
circumftances,  and  they  in  yours.” 

I  now  proceed,  in  the  third  place,  to  recommend 
the  duty  of  charity. 

If  the  character  of  this  excellent  Samaritan 
does  not  charm  us  into  a  charitable  temper  and 
conduct,  there  are  feveral  weighty  considerations 
in  favor  of  this  amiable  virtue,  which  deferve  our 
fcrious  attention.  Let  us, 

i.  Coniider — it  is  exprefsly  enjoined  as  a  reli¬ 
gious  duty  by  tne  authority  of  God. — The  prac¬ 
tice  of  charity  is  much  infilled  on  among  the  laws 
of  God,  publifhed  by  Mofes,  under  the  Jewilh  dif- 
penfation.  If  thy  brother  be  zvaxen  poor,  and  fallen 
into  decay  with  thee,  then  thou  fhalt  relieve  him  -  yea, 
though  he  be  a  fir anger,  or  a  fojourner ;  that  he  may 
live  zvith  thee .  If  there  be  among  you  a  poor  man  of 
one  of  thy  brethren,  within  any  of  thy  gates — thou  foal t 
not  harden  thy  heart,  nor  font  thy  hand  from  thy  poor 
brother:  but  thou  fhalt  open  thine  hand  wide  unto  him > 
and  fhalt  fur ely  lend  him  fujjjcient  for  his  need  in  that 
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which  he  wanteth :  For  the  poor  Jhall  never  ceaje  out 
of  the  land;  therefore  I  command  theey  faying,  Thou 
jhalt  open  thine  hand  wide  unto  thy  brother*  to  thy 

poor,  and  to  iby  needy ,  in  thy  land .  How  often  are 
fimilar  precepts  of  charity  inculcated  in  the  gof- 

pel  of  Thrift?  The  difciple  of  Jefus  is  command¬ 
ed  Give  to  him  that  afketb  thee ;  and  from  him  that 
would  borrow  of  thee,  turn  not  thou  away.  He  that 
hath  two  coats  muft  impart  unto  him  that  hath  none; 
and  he  that  hath  meat  muft  do  likewife.  When  thou 
makeft  afeafi ,  the  gofpel  direction  is,  call  the  poor , 
the  maimed,  the  lame,  the  blind. — But  it  is  needlefs 
to  multiply  texts  of  fcripture  on  this  occalion* 
The  Bible  is  full  of  them.  The  New  Teftament, 
efpecialiy,  every  where  inculcates  charity  as  a  moll 
mdifpenftbie  duty.  And,  left  any  fhould  imagine 
that  this  has  but  a  fubordinate  place  in  the  clafs  of 
duties,  be  it  remembered,  that  the  Moft  High 
himfelf  coniidereth  it  as  a  more  weighty  and  ef- 
fential  thing  than  an  attendance  on  the  ordinan¬ 
ces  of  worfhip.  I  defined  mercy,  faith  he,  and  not 
facrifice. 

Is  this  duty,  then,  fo  ftridtly  enjoined  on  us  by 
the  authority  of  God ;  how  can  we,  how  dare  we, 
overlooker  neglect  it?  In  vain  do  we  make  pre¬ 
tentions  of  love  to  God,  if  we  difregard  fo  weigh¬ 
ty  a  precept,  and  refufe  relief  to  our  diftreffed 
brethren.  He  that  loveth  not  his  brother  whom  he 
hath  feen ,  how  can  he  love  God  whom  he  hath  not  feen  ? 
As,  therefore,  we  profefs  any  regard  to  God,  any 
obedience  to  his  authority,  or  any  hope  of  his  favor. 
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let  us  be  kind,  compaffionate  and  charitable  to  the 
didrelfed. 

2.  Confider  the  example  of  Chrid. 

Never  was  this  mod  excellent  virtue  of  charity 
fo  conlpicuoufly  difplayed  as  in  the  life  and  con¬ 
duct  of  the  benevolent  Saviour.  What  is  his 
whole  hidory,  but  a  record  of  the  mod  humane 
and  charitable  acdions  ?  How  tenderly  did  he  fym- 
pathize  with  the  afflicted,  and  make  their  forrows 
his  own  !  How  forward  was  he  to  relieve  all  man¬ 
ner  of  didrefs,  wherever  he  found  it !  Where  was 
known  the  indance  of  his  refuting  to  heal  any  dif- 
eafe  of  body,  or  to  mitigate  any  anguifh  of  mind  i 
What  poor  obj eCt  of  charity  ever  fought  compaf- 
fion  from  him,  without  finding  certain  relief?  The 
blind  received  their  fight,  the  lame  were  enabled  to 
walk,  the  lepers  were  cleanfed,  the  deaf  beared,  the 
dead  were  raifed  up,  and,  to  crown  all  his  charity, 
the  poor  had  the  gofpel  preached  unto  them.  How 
fweetly  ought  the  love  and  compaffion  of  Chrid  to 
condrain  us  to  the  practice  of  charity  !  Hath  he 
not  left  us  an  example,  that  we  Jhould follow  his Jleps? 
And  fhall  we  prefume  to  call  ourfelvcs  his  follow¬ 
ers,  without  imitating  this  mod  amiable  part  of 
his  example  ?  Let  Chridians  too,  confider  how 
much  he  hath  done  for  them  in  particular.  Ye 
know  the  grace  of  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift ,  that  though 
toe  was  rich,  yet ,  for  your fakes,  he  became  poor,  that  ye, 
through  his  poverty,  might  be  rich.  Hath  Chrid 
fhewn  fuch  unparalleled,  fuch  adonifhing  love  to¬ 
wards  you,  and  will  you  fhut  up  the  bowels  of 
Vol.  II.  H  h 
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compamon  from  your  fullering  brother  ?  God  for¬ 
bid. 

3.  Confider,  the  frailties  of  our  natures,  and  of 
our  Rate  require  the  exercife  of  charity. 

Very  feeble  and  helplefs  are  we  born  into  the 
world,  and  our  frailties,  in  a  greater  or  lefs  degree, 
remain  with  us  through  life.  We  dwell  in  houfes 
0;  Ci(3y}  and  out  foundation  is  in  the  duf.  Such  are 
our  weakneffes,  that  we  are  obliged  to  unite  toge¬ 
ther  in  fociety  for  mutual  fafety,  as  well  as  for  mu¬ 
tual  comfort.  So  that  we  are  allied  to  one  ano¬ 
ther  as  brethren,  from  neceffity,  as  well  as  from 
choice.  In  the  view,  then,  of  our  helplefs  and 
dependent  Rate,  and  of  the  intimate  relation  we 
Rand  in  one  to  another,  can  we  withhold  the  ex- 
erci'fes  of  compaffion  and  charity  from  our  breth- 
ren  ?  Shall  we  forget  all  thofe  tender  ties  which 
unite  man  to  man,  and  by  which  alone  we  are 
kept  together  in  fociety  ?  Shall  we  forget  that  it 
is  the  common  lot  of  all  men  to  be  frail  and  de¬ 
pendent  ?  And  lhall  we  hide  ourfelves  from  our 
own  flelh  ? 

4.  Con  fid  er,  we  ourfelves  may,  one  day,  Rand 
in  need  of  charity. 

What  is  more  precarious  than  the  good  things 
of  life?  We  have  nothing  which,  for  a  Angle  day, 
we  can  properly  call  our  own.  If  to-day  we  are 
in  the  heigh  t  of  worldly  profnerity,  to-morrow  we 
may  find  ourfelves  in  the  depth  of  diRrefs.  Are 
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we  now  in  circumftanccs  of  wealth  and  affluence? 
Before  night,  we  may  be  reduced  to  beggary  and 
want ;  for  how  common  is  it  for  riches  to  make  to 
themf elves  wings  and  fly  away?  Are  we  now  in 
places  of  dignity,  where  we  meet  w  ith  human  ap- 
plaufe  ?  Another  day,  we  may  lie  low  in  obfeurity 
and  difgrace.  Frequent  are  fuch  changes  as  thefe. 
Folly ,  faith  Solomon,  is  Jet  in  great  dignity ,  and  the 
rich  fit  in  low  places .  I  have feen  fervants  upon  horfes , 
and  princes  walking  as  fervants  upon  the  earth.  Are 
we  now  in  health  and  eafe?  This  night  we  may  be 
groaning  on  a  bed  of  ficknefs.  Are  we  now  fur- 
rounded  with  relatives  and  friends?  How  foon 
may  we  be  ftripped  of  thefe  dear  comforts,  and 
left  friendlefs  ?  Amidft  all  this  uncertainty  then 
attending  the  comforts  which  we  now  enjoy,  it 
furely  becomes  us  to  bear  it  in  remembrance  that, 
one  day  or  another,  we  ourfelves  may  (land  in 
need  of  the  fympathy  or  charity  of  others.  But 
how  can  we  exped  this,  unlefs,  while  it  is  in  our 
power,  we  are  kind  and  charitable?  A  man  that 
hat  by  or  would  have  friends ,  muft  Jhezv  himfelf friend¬ 
ly.  If  we  would  make  any  provifion  for  a  day  of 
calamity,  now  is  the  time.  The  truly  compaf- 
fionate  and  charitable  man  takes  the  dire&eft  way 
to  fecure  the  friendfhip  and  favor  of  others  againft 
a  time  of  need.  How  readily  may  we  fuppoie 
that  Jew  would  have  relieved  this  excellent  Sama¬ 
ritan,  had  he  afterwards  found  him  in  diftrefs  ? 
Nay,  who  that  had  ever  heard  this  ftory  of  his 
companion  and  charity,  could  help  relieving  him  ? 
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Do  we  wifh  to  fecure  the  friendfhip  and  charity 
of  others,  for  a  time  of  exigence  ?  Then  let  us  go 

and  do  likewife. 

5.  Confider  the  ill  effeds  of  uncharitablenefs. 

As  our  uncharitable  condud  argues  a  hardnefs 
of  heart,  fo  the  exercife  of  an  uncharitable  temper 
renders  the  heart  ftill  harder.  Every  time  we 
fhut  our  ears  againft  the  cries  of  the  diftrefled,  we 
become  more  dull  of  hearing  their  complaints ;  and 
every  time  we  fhut  the  bowels  of  compaffion  a- 
gainft  them,  we  become  lefs  fufceptible  of  the  im- 
preffions  of  tendernefs  and  of  fympathy.  To  live, 
therefore,  in  the  habitual  negled  of  charity,  is  the 
dired  way  to  become  hard-hearted  and  cruel  as 
the  oftrich  of  the  wildernefs.  And  is  not  this  a 
very  fhocking  evil  ?  To  be  contraded  entirely  in¬ 
to  one’s  felf — to  lofe  all  fellow-feeling  for  one’s 
diftrefled  brethren— to  have  a  heart  like  adamant 

—What  more  to  be  dreaded  in  the  world  than 
this? 

And,  befides  the  ill  effeds  of  uncharitablenefs 
on  the  heart,  it  is  extremely  pernicious  to  the  cha- 
rader.  Tie  that  feels  for  no  one  in  diftrefs,  and 
cares  for  no  one  but  himfelf,  will  generally  find 
that  nobody  has  any  regard  for  him.  Unchari¬ 
tablenefs  throws  a  black  and  a  deep  flain  on  his 
charader,  which  he  may  wear  off,  when  the  Ethio¬ 
pian  changes  hisfiin ,  or  the  leopard  his  J 'pots .  He  re¬ 
volts  againft  human  nature  itfelf;  he  affeds  to 
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detach  himfelf  from  his  kind,  and  is  punifhed  with 
the  hatred  of  the  world. 

But,  what  is  infinitely  more  dreadful  than  this, 
by  our  uncharitaolenefs  we  fha.Il  certainly  incur 
the  wrath  and  vengeance  of  God.  If  we  refufe  to 
help  others  in  their  diftrefs,  he  will  leave  us  hclp- 
lefs  in  the  time  of  our  calamity.  This  he  hath  ex- 
prefsly  threatened.  Whofo  foppeth  his  ears  at  the 
cry  of  the  poor ,  he  Jhall  cry  himfelf,  and  no!  be  heard. 
Our  Lord  and  Judge  will  confider  our  uncharifa— 
blenels  to  the  poor  as  an  injury  done  to  himfelf, 
and  will  punifh  it  accordingly.  Remember,  ye  un¬ 
charitable!  the  finat  fentence  of  your  Judge  Hands 
upon  record :  Depart  ye  curfed  into  everlafling  fire! 
Tor  I  was  an  hungred,  and  ye  gave  me  no  meat;  I  was 
thirfly ,  and  ye  gave  me  no  drink  •  I  was  a  firanger ,  and 
ye  took  me  not  in ;  naked,  and  ye  clothed  me  not;  fick, 
and  in  prif on,  and  ye  vifited  me  not.  This  may  feem 
a  ftrange  charge;  and  you  may  be  ready  to  fay. 
Lord,  when  faw  we  thee  an  hungred,  or  a  t'hirft,  or  a 
ftr anger,  or  naked,  or  fick,  or  in  prif  on,  and  did  not  mi- 
nifter  unto  thee ? — Verily,  replied  the  Judge,  inaf- 

much  as  ye  did  it  not  to  one  of  the  leaf  cfthefc,  ye  did 
it  not  to  me . 

6.  Confider  the  happy  effects  of  a  charitable 
temper  and  practice. 

As  this  virtue  implies  a  generofity  of  foul;  fo 
every  exercife  of  it  enlarges  the  foul,  and  im¬ 
proves  it  in  goodnefs.  By  frequent  adts  of  charity 
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and  beneficence,  befides  the  benefit  which  one 
confers  on  the  diftreffed,  and  on  fociety,  he  de¬ 
rives  great  benefit  to  himfelf.  He,  in  this  way, 
cultivates  the  humane  and  focial  affedtions ;  he 
foftens  the  roughnefs  of  his  nature,  and  learns  to 
think,  to  feel,  and  adl,  as  a  human  creature  ought 
to  do.  And  there  is  a  luxury  of  fatisfadlion  in  re¬ 
lieving  the  diftreffed,  which  none  but  the  truly 
charitable  enjoy.  They  experience  a  higher  de¬ 
light  in  beftowing  charity,  than  others  do  in  tak¬ 
ing  it;  and  find  the  faying  of  Chrift  literally  true. 
It  is  more  bleffed  to  give%  than  to  receive .  He  that 
hath  mercy  on  the  poor ,  happy  is  he . 

The  charitable  man  is  generally  favored  with 
the  love  and  efteem  of  his  fellow-men,  who  will 
readily  aflift  him  in  diftrefs,  who  hath  fo  often  con¬ 
tributed  to  the  relief  of  others. 

By  the  pradlice  of  charity,  inftead  of  lofing,  we 
fhall  be  in  the  diredt  way  to  gain  greatly,  in  our 
temporal  intereft.  However  ftrange  this  dodirine 
may  appear  to  thofe  who  never  ventured  to  make 
the  experiment,  it  is  a  dodirine  moft  fully  efta- 
blifhed  by  the  word  of  God.  There  is  that  feat - 
terethi  and  yet  increafeth ;  there  is  that  withholdeth 
more  than  is  meet ,  but  it  tendeth  to  poverty .  The  libe¬ 
ral  foul  fhall  be  made  fat ;  and  he  that  watereth  fhall 
he  watered  alfo  himfelf.  He  that  foweth  fparingly , 
fhall  reap  alfo  fparingly  ;  and  he  zvhich  foweth  boun¬ 
tifully  .fhall  reap  alfo  bountifully. — God  hath  exprefs- 
1  y  promifed  his  blefimg  on  our  affairs,  as  a  graci- 
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ous  reward  of  our  charity,  Thou  Jbalt  furely  give 
thy  poor  brother,  faith  he,  and  thine  heart  Jhall  not  be 
grieved  when  thou  giveji  unto  him ;  becaufe  that  for 
this  thing  the  Lord  thy  God  Jhall  blefs  thee  in  all  thy 
works,  and  in  all  that  thou  putt  eft  thine  hand  unto. — 
There  is  no  room  to  doubt  of  an  ample  return  for 
all  that  we  lay  out  for  truly  charitable  purpofes; 
for,  he  that  hath  pity  on  the  poor,  lendeth  unto  the 
Lord;  and  that  which  he  hath  given ,  will  he  pay  him 
again. 

But,  what  is  infinitely  more  valuable  than  any 
of  thefe  temporal  advantages,  charity  fhall  be  gra- 
cioufly  rewarded  w'ith  an  everlafting  inheritance  in 
heaven.  If  we  give  to  the  poor  with  a  fpirit  of 
true  charity,  for  a  part  of  our  earthly  fubftance 
thus  beftowed,  we  fhall  receive  heavenly  riches, 
on  which  we  may  live  in  the  greateft  fulnefs,  hon¬ 
or  and  happinefs,  to  eternity.  In  return  for  feed¬ 
ing  with  fome  of  our  bread,  or  any  way  relieving 
thofe  who  cannot  recompence  us,  we  fhall  be  re¬ 
warded  at  the  refurredion.  When  thou  make  ft  a feaft, 
call  the  poor,  the  maimed,  the  lame,  and  the  blind;  and  thou 
Jbalt  be  hie fted;  for  they  cannot  recompence  thee  ;  for  thou 
Jbalt  be  recompenced  at  the  refurredion  of  the juft.  Our 
bleffed  Lord,  on  the  great  day  of  accounts,  will 
gracioufly  reckon  every  fincere  ad  of  charity  as 
done  to  himfelf,  and  will  reward  it  accordingly. 
Come  ye  bleffed  of  my  Father,  will  he  fay  to  thofe  on 
his  right  hand,  inherit  the  kingdom  prepared  for  you 
from  the  foundation  of  the  world;  for  I  was  an  hungred, 
and  ye  gave  me  meat ;  I  was  thirfiy,  and  ye  gave  me 
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drink;  I  was  a  fir  anger,  and  ye  took  me  in. ,  naked, 
and  ye  clothed  me :  I  was  fick,  and ye  vifited  me I 
was  in  prifon,  and  ye  came  unto  me.  And  though, 
in  humble  amazement,  at  this  moft  gracious  de¬ 
claration,  they  may  be  ready  to  fay.  Lord,  when 
Jaw  we  thee  an  hungred,  and  fed  thee ,  or  thirjly,  and 
gave  thee  drink ?  When  Jaw  we  thee  a  Jr  anger,  and 
took  thee  in,  or  naked,  and  clothed  thee ?  Or,  when  Jaw 
we  thee fick,  or  in  prifon,  and  came  unto  thee? — Yet 
the  reply  of  their  Judge  will  be:  Verily  I  Jay  unto 
you,  inajmuch  as  ye  have  done  it  unto  one  of  the  leaf  of 
ihefe  my  brethren,  ye  have  done  it  unto  me. 

Would  we,  then,  avoid  the  ill  effects  of  unchar- 
itablenefs;  fuch  as  hardnefs  of  heart — infamy  of 
character — and,  above  all,  the  dreadful  wrath  of 
God :  Would  we,  on  the  other  hand,  fecure  the 
happy  fruits  of  a  charitable  temper  and  pra&ice; 
fuch  as  the  fubiime  pleafure  of  the  very  exercife 
itfelf — the  favor  and  efteem  of  men — the  bleffing 
of  God  on  our  temporal  affairs — and,  what  is  infi¬ 
nitely  more,  an  everiafting  inheritance  in  heaven? 
Let  us  then,  put  on  bowels  of  mercies,  kindnefs,  long- 
f offering — and,  above  all  thefe  things,  let  us  put  on  chari¬ 
ty,  which  is  the  bond  ofperfeSlnefs.  As  we  have  oppor¬ 
tunity,  let  us  do  good  to  all  men,  fympathizing  always 
with  our  brethren  in  all  their  diflreffes,  and  con¬ 
tributing  all  in  our  power  to  relieve  them.  The 
example  of  the  good  Samaritan  is  before  us,  let  us 
go,  and  do  likewife. 
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Exodus  xxxii.  32. 

Yet  now ,  if  thou  wilt,  forgive  their  fin  ;  and  if  not , 
blot  me,  I  pray  thee,  out  of  thy  book,  which  thou  haft 
written . 

REAL  faints  and  true  patriots  are  rare  in  our 
world.  Were  all  the  fecret  fprings  of  hu¬ 
man  actions  known  to  men,  private  intereft  jvould^ 
doubtlefs,  appear  to  rule  in  the  hearts  of  mod:. 

Merely  felfifh  principles  may,  and  often  do  in¬ 
duce  many  to  put  on  the  mafk  of  zealous  Chrif- 
tians,  and  flaming  patriots — -they  may  facrifice 
their  private  intereft  in  one  way  the  better  to  pro¬ 
mote  it  in  another — there  may  be  fuch  an  artful 
refemblance  of  real  zeal  both  for  religion  and  the 
public  good,  that  the  fallacy  cannot  be  detected* 
unlefs  brought  to  ftricfteft  trial. 

VOL.  II.  Ii 

*  Preached  on  a  Public  Occahcn,  during  the  late  War* 
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That  a  difinterefted  regard  for  the  honor  of  God 
and  the  public  welfare,  may  exift  in  the  human 
heart,  is  evident  from  the  illuftrious  inftance  be¬ 
fore  us.  It  is  recorded  of  Mofes,  the  Jewilh  le- 
giflator,  when  God  threatened  to  deflroy  the 
whole  body  of  the  Ifraelites,  for  their  fin  in  wor- 
fhipping  the  refemblance  of  a  calfi  and  promifed 
to  build  up  his  family  on  their  ruin,  his  difinter- 
efted  regard  for  the  divine  honor,  and  the  good  of 
his  people,  induced  him  moll  devoutly  to  inter¬ 
cede  with  God  for  their  deliverance — he  acknow¬ 
ledged  they  had  been  guilty  of  a  great  fin  in  fet- 
ting  up  that  golden  idol  to  worfhip,  and,  therefore, 
deferved  to  be  cut  off  without  remedy.  Yet  he 
pleads  the  honor  of  God  in  their  behalf.  And 
Mofes  be  fought  the  Lord  his  God,  and f 'aid, ,  Lord,  why 
doth  icy  wrath  wax  hoi  agavnji  thy  people,  which  thou 
haft  brought  forth  out  of  the  land  of  Egypt,  with  great 
power,  and  wit u  a  mighty  hand F  ILherefore fhould 
the  Egyptians  f peak  and  fay,  for  mif chief  did  he  bring 
them  out  to  flay  them  in  the  mountains,  and  to  confine 
them  from  the  face  of  the  earth ?  Turn  from  thy  fierce 
wrath,  and  repent  of  this  evil  againfl  thy  people. 

A  fcnfe  of  the  divine  honor,  a  difpofition  to 
guard  it  againfl:  the  reproaches  of  the  ungodly,  fo 
deeply  affedled  his  heart,  that  he  had  rather  die. 
and  have  his  name  buried  in  oblivion,  than  that 
luch  an  event,  as  he  feared,  fliould  take  place. 

I  hough  the  prayer  of  Mofes  feems  in  part  to  be 
granted;  yet,  fora  while,  he  was  kept  in  iufpence. 
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and  therefore,  after  he  had  ordered  thofe  who 
would  engage  on  the  Lord’s  fide,  to  become  the 
executioners  of  divine  vengeance  on  their  breth¬ 
ren;  he  maketh  a  fecond  attempt  to  intercede 
with  God  for  the  furvivors — and  faith  in  our  text 
to  the  Almighty ;  Te  tnozv,  if  thou  -wilt,  forgive  their 
fm — that  is,  ‘  fince  vengeance  in  thy  name,  hath 

*  in  fome  meafure  been  executed,  may  the  pu- 
'  nifhment  inflidted  fuffice— -O  pardon  this  offence 

*  —if  thou  wilt,  thy  name  (hall  be  praifed,  and  I 

*  frail  be  fatisfied— but  if  not ;  if  it  is  the  irrevo- 

*  cable  decree  of  heaven  utterly  to  deftroy  them 
‘  for  this  fin,  blot  me,  I  pray  thee,  out  of  thy  book , 

*  which  thou  haft  written.  Let  my  name  be  erafed 
«  from  the  divine  records,  and  my  family  become 
'  extint  and  not  advanced  on  their  ruin.’ 

Had  a  contrated,  felfilh  fpirit  poffeffed  the 
heart  of  iVIofes,  he  doubtlels  would  have  doled 
with  the  offer  which  God  made  him,  of  advancing 
him  and  his  family  to  be  a  great  nation,  if  he 
would  not  interpole  for  the  deliverance  of  this 
people,  from  the  hand  of  vinditive  juftice— Now 
therefore,  let  me  alone ,  that  my  wrath  may  wax  hot 

agamft  them,  and  that  I  may  confume  them,  and  I  will 
make  of  thee  a  great  nation. 

This  propofol  was,  doubtlels,  to  try  the  temper 
of  his  mind ;  and  he  was  found  of  foch  a  noble, 
benevolent,  and  generous  difpofition,  that  he  could 
not  endure  the  thought  of  the  definition  of  that 
public  body  as  the  condition  of  his  family’s  ad- 
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vancement,  and  efpecially  when  the  divine  honor 
appeared  to  be  fo  nearly  concerned  in  the  event. 

Some  have  fuppofed  that  the  book,  mentioned 
in  my  text,  out  of  which  Mofes  prayed  to  be  blot¬ 
ted,  was  the  book  of  eternal  life. — I  conceive  this 
opinion  to  be  repugnant  both  to  reafon  and  to  re¬ 
velation.  To  defire  happinefs  in  the  enjoyment 
of  God,  was  an  original  endowment  of  nature.  A 
contrary  temper  could  not  prevail  without  fin. 
Every  truly  pious  perfon  hath  defires  of  the  fame 
kind,  that  pofiefied  the  parents  of  our  race,  in 
the  days  of  their  unfpotted  innocency — therefore. 
Moles,  as  an  holy  perfon  could  not  defire  to  be 
blotted  out  of  the  book  of  eternal  life — for  in  fo 
doing,  he  muft  have  been  willing  to  be  deprived 
of  the  enjoyment  of  God,  and  be  an  eternal  biaE 
phemer  of  his  holy  name  ;  for  fuch  all  muft  be, 
whofe  names  are  not  written  in  the  Lamb’s  book 
of  life. 

Is  it  not  abfurd,  on  the  other  hand,  to  fuppofe 
that  a  perfon,  under  the  influence  of  an  unholy 
temper,  fnould  be  willing  to  facrifice  his  eternal 
happinefs  to  the  glory  of  God,  and  the  good  of 
his  fellow-creatures?  If  fo,  then,  neither  as  an  holy, 
nor  as  an  unholy  perfon,  could  Mofes  defire  to  be 
blotted  out  of  the  book  of  eternal  life. 

Befides,  it  is  contrary  to  all  the  injunftions  of 
revealed  religion,  which  exprefsly  or  implicitly  re~ 
ouire  us  to  defire,  and  to  feck  eternal  life  in  the 
fajoyment  of  God— -and  this  is  the  way,  in  which 
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we  may  be  faid  actively  to  glorify  him.  But  it  is 
perfectly  confident  with  reafon,  and  the  reveal¬ 
ed  will  of  God,  that  men  fhould  be  willing  to  fa- 
crifice  their  private,  temporal  interefts  and  world¬ 
ly  honor;  nay,  their  lives  to  the  glory  of  God,  and 
the  public  good. 

Is  it  not  then  reafonable  to  conclude,  that 
Mofes  defigned,  by  being  blotted  out  of  God's 
book — that  he  might  not  be  reckoned  amongft 
the  living  in  this  world;  and  his  name  be  erafed 
from  the  records  of  his  nation? 

Ezekiel,  fpeaking  of  falfe  prophets,  faith,  they 
Jhall  not  be  written  in  the  writing  of  the  houfe  of  If 
raeL  And  thofe  that  fhould  be  marked  out  for 
prefervation  in  Jerusalem,  are  faid,  by  the  prophet 
Ifaiah,  to  be  written  among  the  living. 

Our  text  being  thus  underftood,  and  taken  in 
its  connection,  exhibits  the  following  truth,  which, 
by  divine  afiifiance,  I  fhall  further  attempt  brief¬ 
ly  to  illuftrate,  viz. 

That  the  honor  of  God ,  and  the  public  good,  ought  to 
be  preferred  to  our  private  temporal  interejl . 

That  the  divine  honor  ought  to  be  preferred  to 
every  temporal  intereft,  is  evident  from  this  con¬ 
federation— ]f  God  is  poflefied  of  every  pofiible 
perfection,  natural  and  moral,  to  an  infinite  de¬ 
gree;  then  his  own  glory  muft  be  an  object  of 
greater  importance  than  any  thing,  yea,  than  every 
thing  elfe  in  the  univerfe. 


CLOSE. 

Ought  not  rational  creatures  to  efteem  and  treat 
perfons  and  things  according  to  their  real  worth  ? 
Doth  not  then,  the  honor  of  a  being  of  infinite  dig¬ 
nity  and  excellency  claim  fupreme  regard?  The 
Deity  hath  his  own  glory  ultimately  in  view,  in  all 
he  doth.  He  is  the  firft  caufe,  and  his  glo'ry  the 
latt  end  of  creation,  providence  and  redemption. 
In  tne  latter,  the  glory  of  all  the  divine  perfections 
is  difplayed  in  meridian  brightnefs.  In  the  for¬ 
mer,  God  hath  illuftrated  his  power,  wifdom  and 
goodnefs.  The  royal  pfalmift  faith — The  heavens 
declare  the  glory  of  God ,  and  the  firmament  Jhewetb  his 
handy  work:  Day  unto  day  uttereth Speech,  and  night 
unto  night  Jheweth  knoivledge . 

This  they  do,  pajftvely :  but  the  all- wife  creator 
requires  rn3.11,  actively y  to  gloriry  liim3  ss  is  evi— 
dent  from  his  having  given  him  natural  powers, 
capable  of  ading  to  this  moft  noble  end.  To  fup- 
pofe,  he  defigned  we  Ihould  not  ad  to  the  mod 
noble  ends  of  which  he  hath  made  us  capable,  is  a 
reflection  on  his  infinite  wifdom.  If,  then,  God 
hath  defigned  us  for,  and  made  us  capable  of  ad- 
ing  to  iiis  giory ,  and  tnis  is  the  moft  important 
objed  we  can  have  in  view,  will  it  not  follow,  that 
we  ought  to  prefer  this  to  every  other  end? 

Is  not  this  clearly  illuftrated  and  ftrongly  con¬ 
firmed  in  the  holy  feriptures,  both  by  precept  and 
example?  Is  it  not  required,  that  whether  ye  eat  or 
or,  ■  drink  whatfoever  ye  do,  do  all  to  the  glory  of 
God ? 
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Muft  we  not  then  fubordinate  every  end  in  life 
to  this  moft  important  one;  and  caufe,  that  even 
our  deareft  temporal  interefts  ftiould  give  way, 
when  they  interfere  with  this  ? 

The  examples  of  the  apoftles  of  Chrift,  and 
many  of  the  primitive  Chriftians,  are  ftriking  iU 
luftrations  of  this  obfervation. 


How  willingly  did  they  give  up  their  temporal 
interefts,  when  the  honor  of  God  required  it!  Nay, 
with  what  chearfulnefs  and  invincible  fortitude* 
did  they  meet  death  in  its  moft  trying  forms!1 
And  how  readily  offer  their  lives  a  facrifice  to  the 
honor  of  God,  and  to  the  teftimony  of  his  word. 

Their  fupreme  regard  to  God,  and  to  the  duty 
they  owed  him,  made  them  count  their  moft  im¬ 
portant  worldly  interefts,  not  dear  to  them. 


My  brethren,  is  this  true,  in  refped  to  each  of 
us  Do  we  prefer  the  glory  of  God,  the  promotion 
of  his  caufe,  and  the  intereft  of  truth  in  general  to 
every  partial  private  intereft?  Are  we  ready  to  fa¬ 
crifice  the  latter,  whenever  it  comes  in  competi- 
tion  with  the  former?  * 


alfT,f°libiWrh0rthJUSreSard  the  div^e  honor,  will 
eood  r  ed,t0  Pr°m0£e  the  Public,  political 
fmetfts  S  “  t0  thC  mjUry  °f  their  Private 

withhrt  fentiment  f andS  Up°n  the  fame  Sroi|nd 
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volcnt  temper  of  mind;  and  I  am  bold  to  fay, 
without  a  fupreme  refpect  to  the  one,  we  lhall 
pay  no  proper  regard  to  the  other. 

If  it  is  proper,  that  we  ftiould  ultimately  regard 
the  glory  of  God,  on  account  of  his  infinite  dig¬ 
nity,  greatnefs  and  excellency,  mu  ft  it  not  be  rea- 
fonable  alfo  that  we  refped:  the  good  of  our  fel¬ 
low-men,  in  proportion  to  their  importance  in  the 
intelligent  fyftem? — Is  not  the  good  of  public  bo¬ 
dies  of  men  of  more  confequence  than  the  private 
interefts  of  individuals,  who  compofe  thofe  bo¬ 
dies? — Ought  not  the  lefs  to  give  way  to  the  great¬ 
er,  when  they  interfere? — Do  not  men  commonly 
act  thus  in  the  purfuit  of  their  private  occupations 
and  buftneffes  in  life? 

Ought  we  not  then  to  prefer  the  public  good 
to  our  private  intereft? — Yes,  my  brethren,  it 
finely  is  the  higheft  principle  of  nature,  or  of 
grace;  and  fuch,  as  I  truft,  may,  at  prefent,  be 
found  glowing  in  fame  of  your  breads.  May  it 
be  encouraged— may  it  be  increafed,  and,  in  due 


time,  it  lhall  meet  a  reward,  as  ample,  as  the  ex- 
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Men  may  talk  in  ever  fo  high  drains  of  love  to 
their  country — of  a  difimterefted  attachment  to  its 
political  and  religious  interefts — to  the  rights  of 
civil  and  religious  liberty— yet,  if  they  are  not 
willing  to  put  forth  a  helping  hand,  for  the  acqui¬ 
sition  or  prefervation  of  thefe  invaluable  bleftings 
—if  they  are  not  willing  to  facrifice  their  eale— 
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their  private  intereft — nay,  their  lives  too,  their 
pretenlions  to  patriotifm  are  vain,  and  their  noife 
is  empty  found. 

Self-love  and  private  intereft  being  the  ruling 
principles  in  the  minds  of  all  fuch ;  as  foon  as 
thefe  are  crolfed,  their  zeal  abates — it  cools — it 
dies.  But  true  patriotifm  fprings  from  a  princi¬ 
ple  more  generous  and  diffufive;  fuch  an  one  as 
fubordinates  private  intereft  to  the  public  good. 
On  the  prefumption  of  the  propriety  and  juftnefs 
of  this  fentiment,  almoft  all  nations  have  proceed¬ 
ed  to  feize,  or  to  confifcate  private  property,  and 
even  to  take  the  lives  of  thofe  who  have  appeared 
irreclaimable  enemies  to  their  country;  or  have 
violated  the  fundamental  laws  of  their  kingdom. 
Indeed,  every  criminal,  executed  by  the  hand  of 
public  juftice,  is  a  confirmation  of  this  doctrine. 

On  the  fame  principle,  muft  every  confcienti-' 
ous,  difcerning  man  proceed,  when  he  voluntarily 
engages  in  the  defence  of  his  injured  country,  and 
expofes  his  life  in  the  field  of  battle.  On  any 
other  principle,  it  is  impoffible  to  juftify  thofe 
wnofe  names  are  immortalized,  and  fhine  in  the 
annals  of  fame,  for  having  fought,  and  bled,  and 
died  in  their  country’s  caufe.  Would  not  they 
have  been  guilty  of  the  moft  egregious  folly  and 
madnefs,  to  have  rufhed  on  death  in  purfuit  of 
fometning  lefs  valuable  than  their  lives  ?  But  the 
fuperior  importance  of  the  caufe,  in  which  they 
were  engaged,  to  their  d eared:  private  intereft, 
Vo l.  II.  K  k 
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makes  that  a  virtue  which  otherwife  would  have 
been  a  crime  of  the  blacked  die, 

1  he  example  of  the  Saviour  of  men,  in  his  hu¬ 
man  nature,  when  on  earth,  confirms  the  truths 
I  have  attempted  to  illudrate.  What  a  voluntary 
fieri  lice  did  he  make  of  his  earthly  comforts,  nay, 
of  his  life,  for  the  honor  of  his  heavenly  father,  and 
the  happinefs  of  mankind  ! 

W  e  ought,  alfo,  to  keep  in  view  the  fpiritual, 
as  well  as  the  temporal  intered  of  our  fellow- 
men  tne  latter  is  only  a  fubordinate  one,  and  de¬ 
igned  by  heaven  to  advance  the  former.  This 
is  an  object  of  fuch  magnitude,  that  it  fwallows  up 
every  temporal  concern. 

That  the  public  good  ought  to  be  prefered  to 
our  private  intereft,  is  evident  from  the  reafon  and 
nature  of  things — it  is  fupported  by  the  univerfal 
content  of  mankind  in  their  national  capacities — 
by  the  example  of  the  mod  illudrious  heroes,  who 
have  voluntarily  rifqued  their  lives  in  the  caufe  of 
their  country,  and  by  the  mod  glorious  example 
of  our  bleded  Lord,  which  illudrates  and  enforces 
both  parts  of  my  pofition. 

1  he  ufe  we  (hall  make  of  this  fubject  will  be,  to 
eftablifh  an  infallible  criterion,  by  which  to  de¬ 
termine  the  character  of  the  faint  and  of  the  pa¬ 
triot. 

If  we  do  not  habitually  regard  the  honor  of 
God  above  every  temporal  intered,  all  our  drew 
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in  religion  is  as  a  founding  brafs ,  and  a  t inkling  fym- 
bol.  If  we  are  not  difpofed  cheerfully  to  contri¬ 
bute  a  fhare  of  our  fervices  and  property,  when 
neceffary  for  the  public  good,  it  is  an  evidence 
that  we  are  neither  real  chriftians,  nor  true  patri¬ 
ots.  They  who  fincerely  love  God  and  their  fel¬ 
low-men,  will  proportionably  regard  the  interefls 
of  each.  Our  moil  important  rights,  as  citizens, 
are  invaded.  Now  is  the  time  to  diftinguifh  our- 
felves,  and  m an i fell  our  regard  to  our  country,  and 
to  our  poflerity.  Perhaps  no  time  ever  called  lou¬ 
der  for  firm  refolutions,  and  for  prudent  and  vi¬ 
gorous  exertions.  On  the  prefent  may  depend 
not  only  every  thing  dear  and  valuable  to  us  in 
life,  but  to  millions  yet  unborn.  Let  us  not  for¬ 
get,  that  a  regard  to  the  honor  of  God,  and  the  in- 
terefls  of  our  country,  ought  to  go  hand  in  hand — 
and  that  the  latter  cannot  be  promoted  by  difre- 
garding  the  former. 

Our  fubjed  enables  us  eafily  to  account  for  the 
conduct  of  thofe  who  have  once  appeared  zealous 
for  the  honor  of  God,  and  warm  friends  to  the  in- 
terefls  of  their  country,  but  afterwards  grew  cold, 
and  perhaps  changed  their  ground.  They  were 
under  the  prevailing  influence  of  felf-love,  and 
private  interell,  and  never  had  a  fincere  regard  for 
the  caufe  of  God,  or  the  good  of  their  fellow-men. 

I  he  perfon  who  ads  on  principles  well  founded, 
will  be  fleady,  uniform  and  perfevering.  Through 
want  of  fuch  principles  it  is,  that  we  fee  fo  ma¬ 
ny  ad  fo  inconfiftantly  and  abfurd,  both  in  the  re- 
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iigious  and  civil  life — They  are  unprincipled.  It 
is  no  evidence  of  the  badnefs  of  a  caufe,  or  againft 
the  truth  and  reality  of  religion,  that  there  are  hy¬ 
pocrites  on  one  part,  and  apoftates  on  the  other. 

To  conclude. — 

Let  us  enquire,  what  is  the  prevailing  bent  of 
our  minds,  and  the  general  tenor  of  our  lives  ? 

Have  we  a  fincere  regard  for  the  divine  honor, 
and  the  beft  good  of  our  fellow-men  ?  If  fo,  be  af- 
fured,  it  is  the  way  to  anfwer  the  nobleft  ends  of 
living — to  form  noble  and  honorable  chara&ers — 
to  attain  fublime  fatisfadtion  in  life,  fupport  in 
death,  and  the  complete  enjoyment  of  the  foun„ 
tain  of  happinefs,  to  all  eternity. 


SERMON  XXXIV. 


A  CAUTION  against  DECLENSION  in  the 
WAYS  of  PRACTICAL  PIETY. 
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One  of  the  Minifters  of  the  United  Prefbyterian  Churches,  in  the 

City  of  New-York. 


Galatians  vi.  9. 

Let  us  not  be  zveary  in  well-doing;  for  in  due  feafon 
we  fh  all  reap ,  if  we  faint  not . 


rT1  H  E  intimate  knowledge  of  human  nature,, 
that  fhines  through  the  whole  religion  of 
Jefus,  deferves  to  be  numbered  among  the  evi¬ 
dences  of  its  divinity. 

It  hereby  appears  that  its  author  is  none  other 
than  the  author  of  our  nature.  This  knowledge 
is  confpicuous  among  other  things,  in  that  apti¬ 
tude  there  is  in  the  dodirines,  the  precepts,  the 
promifes,  and  the  threatenings  of  the  gofpel,  to¬ 
gether  with  the  fadts  recorded  in  the  facred  ora¬ 
cles,  to  govern  the  will  and  regulate  the  paffions, 
as  well  as  inform  the  underftanding.  For  this 
purpofe,  every  power  of  the  human  mind  is  ad- 


dreffed,  and  every  principle  of  action  in  the  foul 
is  touched  in  the  manner  belt  calculated  toaccom- 
plifh  thefe  ends. 

Among  thefe  principles,  none  more  powerful 
and  operative,  than  the  defire  of  happinefs.  A 
principle  planted  by  the  author  of  nature  in  eve¬ 
ry  human  bread: ;  and  which,  therefore,  is  a  ration¬ 
al  and  icriptural  fource  of  adtion.  It  is  not,  in¬ 
deed,  the  principle  from  which  true  love  to  God 
flows,  nor  ought  it  to  be  the  primary  fource  of  our 
obedience.  Thefe  are  the  tranfcendent  excel¬ 
lence  of  the  divine  character,  and  a  confcientious 
regard  to  God’s  governing  authority. 

But  though  a  regard  to  our  own  happinefs  ought 
not  to  be  the  primary  fource  of  our  obedience,  yet 
it  is  a  fource,  and  we  may,  ive  ought  to  be  in¬ 
fluenced  by  it,  in  the  whole  of  our  Chriftian  de¬ 
portment.  It  ought  to  have  a  chief  place  among 
the  motives  of  our  conduct,  though  not  the  chief. 
This  is  evident  from  the  addrefs  to  it  in  the  words 
of  our  text.  Let  us  not  be  weary  in  well-doing,  fir 
in  due  feaf on  wejhall  reap ,  if  we  faint  not. 


There  are  two  tilings  in  the  text  that  delcrve 

our  fpecia!  notice. 

A  Vi. evil  againft  which  we  are  guarded.  Be  not 
weary  in  wed-  doing.  And  the  argument  whereby 
we  guarded  agamft  this  evil;  and  the  contrary 
temper  and  conduct  recommended  and  enforced, 
vhicn  you  have  in  thefe  words ;  for  in  due  Jeafon 
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'tee  frail  reap ,  if  we  faint  not:  Reap  a  harveft  of 
eternal  joy.  There  is  a  manifeft  allufion  in  our 
text,  and  the  two  preceding  verfes,  to  thofe  re¬ 
markable  feafons  of  the  year,  feed-time  and  har¬ 
veft.  Be  not  deceived ,  God  is  not  mocked ;  for  whaifo— 
ever  a  manfoweth,  that  Jhall  he  alfo  reap.  For  he  that 
fozveth  to  his  flef,  fall  of  the  flef  reap  corruption; 
but  he  thatfoweth  to  thefpirit,  fall  of  the  fpirit  reap 
life  everlafting.  And  let  us  not  be  weary  in  well-doing. , 

for  in  duefeafon  we  fall  reap ,  if  we faint  not. Here 

the  apoftle  compares  this  life  to  the  feafon  in 
which  thefarmer  fows  his  feed,  and  the  future  date, 
to  the  fucceeding  harveft.  He,  hereby,  teaches  us 
this  important  truth;  that  our  temper  and  con¬ 
duit  in  this  life,  bear  the  fame  relation  to  a  com¬ 
ing  judgment  and  an  eternal  ftate,  that  the  far¬ 
mer’s  fowing  his  feed  does  to  the  following  har¬ 
veft.  This  life  is  the  feed  time,  eternity  the  fea¬ 
fon  for  reaping  the  fruit  of  our  doings,  whether 
they  be  good  or  bad. 

j 

What  I  propofe  from  the  words,  by  the  aids  of 
the  fpirit  of  grace,  is. 


I.  Briefly  explain  the  evil  againft  which  we  are 
guarded  in  the  text. 

II.  Shew  why  we  fhouid  guard  againft  this  evil, 
and  purfue  a  contrary  line  of  conducft. 

Let  us  enquire,  fir  ft,  what  is  the  nature  of  the 
evil  againft  which  we  are  guarded  in  the  text— 
Be  not  weary  in  well-doing.  And  for  this  purpofe  it 
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is  not  improper  we  fhould  briefly  touch  upon  the 
nature  of  the  well-doing  here  intended,  that  we  may 
be  enabled  the  more  ealily  to  underftand,  what  it 
is  to  be  weary  of  it. 

By  well-doing  here,  we  are  to  underftand,  in 
general,  the  duties  we  owe  to  God,  our  neighbor, 
and  ourfelves.  Thefe  are  of  great  extent;  they 
are  many  in  number,  and  important  in  their  na¬ 
ture.  There  is  not  a  Angle  relation  we  fuftain  to 
God,  or  to  each  other,  but  what  is  fruitful  of  a  va¬ 
riety  of  thefe  duties.  You  will  not  expeA  I  ftiould 
enter  into  a  particular  confideration  of  them  in  this 
place.  This  would  conftitute  a  fyftem  of  practical 
divinity.  Let  it  fuffice,  at  prefent,  to  obferve,  that 
they  include  all  that  the  facred  oracles  mean  by 
piety  towards  God;  by  juftice,  benevolence,  and 
humanity  to  war  us  our  neighbor,  and  by  fobriety 
and  temperance  in  our  conduct  towards  ourfelves. 
I  hefe  the  gofpel  of  Chrift  teaches  us  with  great 
care.  It  teaches  us,  that  denying  ungodlinefs  and 
worldly  lufls>  we  Jhould  live foberlyy  nghteoujly  and  god¬ 
ly  in  this  prefent  world;  looking  for  that  bleffed  hope , 
and  the  glorious  appearing  of  the  great  God,  and  our 
Saviour  Jefus  Chrifl . 

*  < 

i  hefe  duties  are  called  well-doings  becaufe  in  a 
conlcientious  obfervance  of  them  we  do  well;  we 
comply  with  the  approving  will  of  God.  Bur, 
though  this  phrafe  may  be  taken  in  this  large  ex¬ 
tent,  the  connexion  of  our  text  with  the  preceding 
part  of  the  chapter,  would  feem  to  point  us  to 
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fome  particular  duties,  as  more  efpecially  de« 
figned  by  the  term;  thofe  that  have  for  their  more 
immediate  objed,  the  happinefs  of  our  fellow- 
creatures  :  Such  as  mutual  love  and  forbearance 
one  towards  another;  compaflion  to  the  diftrefled; 
humility  of  deportment  and  ads  of  beneficence  to 
all.  The  apoftle  alfo  appears  to  have  an  eye  to 
thofe  duties,  which  more  immediately  tend  to  the 
advancement  of  the  caufe  of  God  in  the  world; 
particularly  the  fupport  of  the  gofpel  of  (Thrift. 
Thus  in  the  fixth  verfe  of  our  context ;  Let  him, 
that  is  taught  in  the  word,  communicate  unto  him  that 
teacheth  in  all  good  things.  And  it  is  not  improba¬ 
ble  but  that  the  apoftle  may  diftinguiih  thefe  du¬ 
ties  by  the  title  of  well-doing,  became  of  their  in¬ 
fluence  on  the  order  and  happinefs  of  fociety;  and 
the  particular  honor  they  refled  upon  the  religion 
of  the  divine  Redeemer. 

The  wearinejs  in  well  doing,  againft  which  we 
are  here  guarded,  ordinarily  begins  in  the  lofs  of 
that  relifti  for  divine  things,  and  that  pleafure  in 
the  ways  of  God,  which  the  perfon  may  have  had 
in  days  paft. 

In  proportion  as  we  take  pleafure  in  any  duty, 
we  are  guarded  againft  being  weary  in  it.  And 
this  want  of  relifti  for  the  ways  of  God,  flows  from 
the  lofs  of  thofe  views  of  divine  things,  with  which 
he  may  have  been  bleft  in  the  preceding  courfe  of 
his  life. 

The  native  confequence  of  this  is,  the  frequent 
omiffion  of  the  duties  of  religion. 

Vol.  II.  LI 


Tniis,  when  the  perfon  who  has  accuftomed 
himfelf  to  fecret  or  family  prayer,  frequently  nep-- 
ledls  thefe  great  duties;  he  has  become  weary  in 
well  doing.  And  thus  the  man  who  has  been 
wont  to  attend  the  public  ordinances  of  God’s  wor- 
fhip,  and  contribute  to  their  fupport,  when  he  be¬ 
comes  negligent  of  them ;  when  every  trifle  will 
keep  him  from  the  houfe  of  God,  or  ferve  as  an 
excufe  for  his  refufing  to  fupport  the  gofpel,  he  is 
weary  in  well-doing.  Or  fuppofe  a  perfon  who 
has  given  himfelf  away  to  God  at  his  holy  table,  to 
become  negligent  of  this  ordinance;  and  repeat¬ 
edly  omit  an  attendance  upon  it;  that  perfon  here¬ 
by  {hews  he  is  weary  in  well-doing.  God  holds 
fuch  conduct  as  a  practical  contempt  of  him,  his 
Chrift,  and  h  is  gofpel,  whatever  thofe  guilty  may 
think  of  it.  This  alfo  is  the  cafe  of  the  man  who 
relaxes  in  the  practice  of  any  virtue,  efpecially  if 
it  be  a  virtue  in  which  he  may  have  ftudied  to  ex¬ 
cel  in  days  paft.  And  it  is  eminently  the  cafe  of 
the  man,  who  is  lefs  careful  to  be  ufeful  than  once 
he  was,  by  filling  up  the  duties  of  the  ftation  which 
God  has  aligned  him  in  life.  In  a  word,  the  al¬ 
lowed  omiffion  of  any  known  duty,  to  God  or  man, 
efpecially  the  frequent  omiffion  of  it,  is  an  evidence 
of  being  weary  in  well-doing,  too  decided  to  ad¬ 
mit  of  a  doubt. 

The  like  may  be  faid  of  the  perfon  who  re¬ 
nounces  the  great  doctrines  of  the  gofpel,  and  ei¬ 
ther  embraces  thofe  errors  which  corrupt  their 
fimplicity,  and  defeat  their  efficacy,  or  difearding 
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ail  religion,  avows  the  principles  of  infidelity. 
This  prepares  the  way  for  that  profanenefs  in  life, 
which  but  too  frequently  follows  upon  fuch  apof- 
tacy  from  the  truth.  The  man  who  having  made 
a  profefiion  of  religion,  and  had  in  fome  meafure 
efcaped  from  the  pollutions  of  the  world,  when  he 
afTociates  with  the  profane;  drinks  with  the  drunk¬ 
ard;  throws  off  the  reftraints  which  were  wont  to 
guard  his  lips  from  impious  language*  indulges 
to  the  gratifying  his  criminal  pailions ;  proftitutes 
holy  time  to  the  purpofes  of  worldly  buflnefs  or 
amufements;  and  indulges  himfelf  in  any  fpecies 
of  iniquity,  be  it  what  it  may,  that  man  gives  the 
moft  fatal  evidence  of  his  being  weary  in  well-do¬ 
ing.  This  is  in  the  fulleft  fenfe  of  the  term,  hav¬ 
ing  put  his  hand  to  the  plough ,  to  look  hack ,  and  there¬ 
fore,  he  is  not  fit  for  the  kingdom  of  God.  Thus  much, 
briefly,  for  the  nature  of  the  evil,  againft  which 
we  are  guarded  in  the  text.  And  you  fee  from 
what  has  been  faid,  there  are  feveral  degrees  in  it; 
againft  the  loweft  of  which,  we  are  carefully  to 
guard.  Which  leads  us  to  enquire, 

II.  Why  we  fhould  guard  againft  being  thus 
weary  in  well-doing,  and  purfue  the  contrary  lino 
of  conduct. 

1.  Becaufe  this  evil,  as  deferibed,  is  a  fatal 
fymptom  of  an  unregenerate  ftate. 

True  grace  is  a  living  principle,  and  wherever 
it  is  found  in  the  heart,  it  always  tends  towards 
perfection.  Thus  we  read  that,  the  path  of  the 
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jnfi  is  as  thefhining  light,  thatflfmeth  more  and  more 
unto  the  perfect  day.  I  do  not  mean  to  tell  you  that 
true  grace  does  not  admit  of  decays ;  that  God’s 
people  may  not  decline  far  from  their  former  life, 
and  activity  in  the  ways  of  holinefs •  or  that  they 

may  not  fall  into  fin  to  the  great  dilhonor  of  their 

profeffion, 

e  have  many  melancholy  evidences  that  this 

rnay.be  ca^e*  Witnefs  a  Jofeph  fwearinp-  by 

the  life  of  Pharoah;  a  David,  in  the  cafe  of  Bath- 
fheba  and  Uriah ;  a  Solomon,  in  turning  afide  af¬ 
ter  ftrange  Gods,  when  he  had  grown  old ;  a  Peter, 

in  denying  his  Lord ;  with  others  on  facred  re¬ 
cord. 

■v 

And  have  no  inftances  of  this  kind  fallen  under 
your  own  obfervation  ?  Therefore,  though  the  firft 
degrees  of  wearinefs  in  well-doing,  do  not  certain¬ 
ly  evidence  the  want  of  grace  in  the  heart,  yet  the 
lad:  do;  and  the  fird:  fugged:  juft  caufe  of  fear  that 
the  heart  may  not  be  right  with  God;  and  if  they 
be  indulged  and  perfifted  in,  they  afluredly  evince 
the  perfon  to  be  in  the  gall  of  bitiernefs ,  and  in  the 
bond  of  iniquity.  For  though  the  true  believer  fuf- 
fers  his  decays  in  grace,  he  has  his  times  of  refrelh- 
ing  from  the  prefence  of  the  Lord ;  and  though 
he  may  fall  into  fin,  by  the  ftrength  of  his  internal 
corruptions,  or  the  power  of  temptation;  yet  he 
rifes  again,  repents  of  his  iniquity,  and  doubles  his 

watch;  as  you  may  fee  in  the  feveral  cafes  I  have 
juft  mentioned, 
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Would  you  then,  my  brethren,  afiure  yourfelves 
of  the  truth  of  grace  in  your  hearts;  would  you 
make  your  calling  and  ele&ion  fure,  fee  that  you 
guard  again#  this  evil  in  all  its  feveral  ftages. 
For  even  where  the  truth  of  grace  is;  yet  in  pro¬ 
portion  as  you  grow  weary  in  well-doing,  and  that 
in  the  lowed:  degree,  the  evidences  of  your  grace 
diminifh,  and  you  loofe  the  comforts  of  the  divine 
life. 

2.  Thofe  who  grow  weary  in  well-doing,  fo  as 
to  forfake  the  ways  of  practical  godlinefs,  loofe  all 
their  former  labor  and  pains  in  religion.  It  is  not 
enough  that  we  begin  in  the  ways  of  God,  that 
we  fet  out  in  the  paths  of  piety ;  but  we 
fevere  in  them — we  muft  endure  to  the  end;  for 
he  alone  that  fhall  endure  to  the  end,  the  fame  J hall  he 
faved.  And  our  Lord  allures  us,  that  no  man  hav¬ 
ing  put  his  hand  to  the  plough,  and  looking  hack,  is  jit  ' 
for  the  kingdom  of  God.  And  God  himfelf  elfewhere 
declares  that,  if  any  man  draw  hack ,  my  foul  fhall 
have  no  pleafure  in  him.  To  the  fame  purpofe  you 
read,  Ezek.  xviii.  24.  But  when  the  righteous  turn - 
eth  away  from  his  right eoufnefs,  and  commit teth  ini 
quity,  and  doth  according  to  all  the  abominations  that 
the  wicked  man  doeth,  fhall  he  live  ?  All  his  right eouf- 
yiefs  that  he  hath  done  fhall  not  he  mentioned:  In  his 
trefpafs  that  he  hath  trefpaffed,  and  in  his  fin  that  he 
hath  finned,  in  them  fhall  be  die.  And  is  there  no 
backflider  in  heart  and  way,  in  my  audience  this 
day? — None  who  having  begun  in  the  fpirit,  are 
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BOW  ending  in  the  flefh?  See  the  folly  of  your  con¬ 
duct,  and  attend  to  that  awful  threatening.  The 
lackjlider  in  heart  Jhall  be  filled  with  his  own  ways. 
And  this  is  jmt;  for  your  conduct  while  it  brings 
allured  ruin  upon  yourfelves,  highly  refleds  on  the 
honor  of  God*  as  a  mafter. 

The  language  of  your  conduct  is,  that  you  have 
tnea  his  fervice,  and  found  by  experience,  that  it 
is  unjuft,  impracticable,  or  deftrudive  of  your 
comfort.  But  can  there  be  a  reprefentation  of 
God  and  his  ways,  more  falfe  in  itfelf,  or  difhonor- 
aole  to  the  Supreme  Jehovah  ? 

3*  We  ought  not  to  grow  weary  in  well-doing, 
for  God  is  not  weary  in  doing  good  to  us.  He  not 
only  gave  us  our  being,  but  he  holds  our  fouls  in 
life.  By  his  vifitation  alone  we  are  preferred.  In 
him  we  live  and  move;  by  him  we  are  fed,  and 
cloathed,  and  preferved.  He  daily  loadeth  us  with 

his  benefits.  He  giveth  us  richly  all  things  to  enjoy. _ 

in  a  word,  he  is  a  God  full  of  companion  and gra¬ 
cious  ;  long/uffering,  and  plenteous  in  mercy  and  truth. 
Nor  aie  tnele  mercies  purely  ofa  temporal  nature; 
they  not  only  fupply  the  wants  of  our  bodies,  and 
provide  for  our  comfortable  accommodation  in 
life;  but  they  provide  for  the  comfort,  the  holi- 
ncis,  and  the  eternal  happinefs  of  our  precious 
ibuis.  Of  this  kind  is  all  the  rich  provifion  of  the 
golpel,  with  all  its  ordinances  and  graces. 

O !  the  rich  plenty  and  variety,  the  divine  pro¬ 
fusion  with  which  Jehovah  pours  his  bleffings,  fpi- 
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ritual  and  temporal,  upon  us,  and  that  with  all  the 
unremitting  care,  tendernefs  and  affiduity  of  a 
God !  It  is  bafe  ingratitude  then  for  us  to  be  wea¬ 
ry  in  well-doing. 

4.  We  have  many  bright  examples  of  patience 
and  perfeverance  in  well-doing,  to  encourage  us 
not  to  be  weary  in  it.  This  argument  is  urged 
by  the  apoftle,  in  this  very  point  of  view,  in  the 
following  words.  Wherefore,  feeing  we  alfo  are  com - 
pajfed  about  with  fo  great  a  cloud  of  Witneffes ,  let  us  lay 
afide  every  zveight ,  and  the  fin  which  doth  fo  eafily  be - 
fet  us ,  and  let  us  run  with  patience  the  race  that  isfet 
before  us ;  looking  unto  Jefus  the  author  and  finijher  of 
our  faith.  Many  have  trod  this  path  in  every  age 
of  the  world.  It  hereby  appears  to  be  practicable; 
and  when  we  are  exhorted  not  to  be  weary  in  well¬ 
doing,  we  are  only  exhorted  to  be  followers  of  them, 
who ,  through  faith  and  patience ,  inherit  the  promifes. 
It  is  a  duty  in  which  many  have  gone  before  us* 
and  fome  of  them  in  circumftances  unfpeakably 
more  difficult,  than  thofe  in  which  we  are  called 
to  it.  Witnefs  the  many  martyrs  who  have  bled 
and  burnt  for  Chrift  in  one  age  and  another  of  the 
world-  but  we  are  not  called  to  refifl  unto  bloody 
ftriving  again]!  fin* 

5.  There  is  a  glorious  reward  before  us,  if  we 
do  not  grow  weary  in  well-doing.  This  is  the 
argument  urged  by  the  apoftle  in  our  text;  for  in 
due  fe  of  on  wefhall  reap,  if  we  faint  not.  This  re¬ 
ward  is  not  unffequently  conferred  upon  the  pea- 
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pie  of  God,  in  fome  degree,  when  they  come  to  lie 
on  a  dying  bed.  Of  this  nature  is  that  compofure 
of  fpirit,  and  that  ferenity  of  mind,  which  they  of¬ 
ten  enjoy  in  that  folemn  hour.  Of  this  fame  kind 
is  that  holy  triumph  over  death  and  the  grave, 

with  which  many  of  his  people  have  taken  their 
leave  of  time. 

Thefe  arife  fometimes  from  the  review  of  a  life 
humbly  devoted  to  God;  at  other  times,  from  a 
fvveet  fenfe  of  his  love  fhed  abroad  in  their  fouls,  or 
it  may  be  from  both;  but  more  generally  they  flow 
from  a  lively  and  a  fure  hope  of  everlafling  life, 
through  the  atonement  and  interceflion  of  their 
(L  vine  Redeemer.  fhus  David,  when  lying  on 
the  verge  of  time,  could  fay:  Although  my  houfe  be 
not  fo  'with  God;  yet  he  hath  made  with  me  an  ever - 
lafting  covenant  i  ordered  in  all  things  and  Jure-,  for 
this  is  all  myfalvation. ,  and  all  my  defire.  And  have 

none  of  you  witneffed  the  triumphs  of  a  dying  dif- 
ciple  of  Jefus  ? 

Em.  this  i  eward  principally  confifts  in  thatglo- 
lious  immortality,  which  commences  immediately 
on  our  departure  from  the  body.  Then  it  is  the 
believer’s  experience  demonftrates  the  truth  of 
that  declaration;  Verily  there  is  a  reward  for  the 
righteous.  This  reward  fhall  be  conferred  in  part 
in  the  refurrediion  of  the  juft.  All  true  believers 
in  Jems  fhall  then  rife  in  honor  and  great  glory; 
but  this  is  not  all;  there  will  be  degrees  of  honor 
conferred  upon  them,  according  to  the  nature  of 
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the  fervices  they  have  done  for  their  Lord  in  this 

life.  For  as  there  is  one  glory  of  the  fun,  and  another 
glory  of  the  moon,  and  another  glory  of  the  flars,  and  as 
one  far  dijfereth from  another  far  in  glory ,  fo  alfo  is 
the  refurreffion  of  the  dead .  It  will  be  no  lefs  con- 
ipicuous  in  the  judgment  of  the  great  day.  Then 
fall  the  king  fay  to  them  on  his  right  handy  comey  ye 
bleffed  of  my  Father ,  inherit  the  kingdom  prepared  for 
you  from  the  foundation  of  the  world.  For  1  was  an 
hungredy  and  ye  gave  me  meat ;  I  zv  as  thirfly ,  and  ye 
gave  me  drink  /  I  was  a  fir  anger,  and  ye  took  me  in; 
naked,  and  ye.  clothed  me  ;  I  was  fick,  and  ye  vfted  mej 
I  was  inprifon,  and  ye  came  unto  me.  Then  lhall  the 
righteous  anfwer  him,  faying*  Lord,  when  faw  we 
thee  an  hungredy  and  fed  thee  ?  Or  thirfy,  and  gave 
thee  drink ?  When  faw  we  thee  a  fir  anger,  and  took 
thee  in?  Or  naked ,  and  clothed  thee?  Or  when 
we  thee  fick ,  or  in  prifon,  and  came  unto  thee? 
the  king  (hall  anfwer,  and  fay  unto  them.  Verily , 
1 fay  unto  you ,  inafmuch  as  ye  have  done  it  unto  one  of 
the  leaf  of  thefe  my  brethren,  ye  have  done  it  unto  me . 


faw 

And 


This  reward  will  not,  indeed,  be  conferred  upon 
the  fcore  of  merit.  Our  beft  fervices  are  deeply 
ftained  with  guilt,  and  wholly  unprofitable  to  the 
Moft  High;  but  it  will  be  neverthelefs  fure.  It  is 
rendered  fo  by  the  unfailing  pramife  of  the  God 
of  truth.  And  whofoever  fall  give  to  drink  unto  one 
of  thefe  little  ones ,  a  cup  of  cold  water  only,  in  the  name 
of  a  difciple,  verily ,  / fay  unto  you ,  he  fall  in  no  zvife 
lofe  his  reward.  It  is  on  this  account,  that  it  is  re-* 
Vol.  II.  iVt  m 
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preferred  as  an  ad  of  righteoufnefs  in  God.  He¬ 
brews  vi.  to.  For  God  is  not  unrighteous  to  forget 
your  work  and  labor  of  love>  which  ye  have  fhewed  to - 
cvat  ds  his  name ,  in  that  ye  have  minijlered  to  the  faints , 
do  m  infer, »  l\or  can  any  tiling  more  ffrongly 
evince  its  ceitainiy,  than  its  being  urged  as  a  mo¬ 
tive  both  to  obedience  and  diligence  in  the  ways 
or  God;  as  in  the  following  words:  Therefore  y  my 
beloved  brethren^  be  ye  fedfafi  immoveable ,  always  a- 
bounding  in  the  work  of  the  Lord •  for aj much  as  ye 
know  that  your  labor  is  not  in  vain  in  the  Lord .  To 
v/hicn  we  may  add  the  words  of  our  text.  Be  not 

weary  in  well-doing ;  for  in  due  feofon  we  Jhall  reaf> 
if  we  faint  not . 

Again.  It  will  be  a  full  reward. 


Never  did  the  moft  plenteous  harveft  reward 
th„  tabors  oi  the  hufhandman  more  certainly  or 
to. an  the  joys  and  glories  of  the  future  wTorld 
111  a  1 1  reward  the  faithful,  perfevering  and  diligent 
uikiples  of  Jefus.  They  fhall  enter  into  the  joy 
cA  their  Lord:  the  joy  unfpeakable  and  full  of  glo¬ 
ry  which  he  purchafed  for  them  upon  the  crofs, 
and  of  which  he  took  poffeflion  in  their  name, 
when  he  afeended  up  on  high,  and  fat  down  at 

the  right  hand  of  God:  And  they  Jhall  ever  be  zvith 
their  Lord . 


Once  more.  I  his  reward  will  bear  fome  pro¬ 
portion  to  our  faithfulnefs  and  diligence  in  our 
Lord  s  fervice  here.  It  is  one  evident  defign  of  the 
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parable  of  the  ten  pounds,  entrufted  by  their  Lord, 
to  the  ten  fervants,  to  teach  us  this  truth.  You 
have  this  inftru&ive  parable,  Luke  xix.  from  the 
13th  to  the  26th  verfe  inclufive.  And  he  called 
his  ten  fervants ,  and  delivered  them  ten  pounds,  and 
f  'aid  unto  them ,  occupy  till  I  come .  And  it  came  to  pcifs, 
that  when  he  was  returned ,  having  received  the  king¬ 
dom,  then  he  commanded  thefe  fervants  to  be  called  unto 
lorn,  to  whom  he  had  given  the  money ,  that  he  might 
know  how  much  every  man  had  gained  by  trading. — • 
‘Then  came  the  firft,  faying.  Lord, thy  pound  hath  gained  t  en 
pounds .  And  he  faid  unto  him,  well,  thou  good  ferv ant » 
becaufe  thou  haft  been  faithful  in  a  very  little,  have  thou 
authority  over  ten  cities .  And  the  fecond  came,  fay¬ 
ing,  Lord,  thy  pound  hath  gained  five  pounds .  And  he 
faidlikewife  to  him ,  be  thou  alfo  over  five  cities .  And 
another  came,  faying,  Lord,  behold  here  is  thy  pound , 
which  I  have  kept  laid  up  in  a  napkin;  for  I  ft e.ared 
thee ,  becaufe  thou  art  an  auftere  man:  thou  take  ft  up 
that  thou  laideft  not  down,  and  reap  eft  that  thou  didft  not 
fow.  And  he  faid  unto  him,  out  of  thine  own  mouth  will 
I  judge  thee,  thou  wicked  ferv  ant.  cIhou  knew  eft  that 
I  was  an  auftere  man,  taking  up  that  1  laid  not  down, 
and  reaping  that  I  did  not  fow:  wherefore  then  gaveft 
not  thou  my  money  into  the  bank,  that  at  my  coming  I 
might  have  required  mine  own  with  ufury  ?  And  be 
faid  unto  them  that  ft  cod  by,  take  from  him  the  pound, 

and  give  it  to  him  that  hath  ten  pounds.  And  they 
faid  unto  him,  Lord,  he  hath  ten  pounds.  For  1  fay 

unto  you,  that  unto  every  one  which  hathfhall  he  given  * 
and  from  him  that  hath  not,  even  that  he  hathfhall  be 


taken  away  from  him.  You  will  perceive  the  fums 
entrufted  by  their  Lord  to  thefe  fervants,  were  the 
lame  to  eagh  man  one  pound ;  but  the  improve¬ 
ment  is  reprefented  as  different.  By  one  it  is  ten¬ 
fold  -o y  an  otuer  five;  and  you  are  carefully  to 
remark,  that  the  difference  in  the  reward  is  pro¬ 
pel  tioned  to  the  difference  in  the  improvement. 

The  man  who  had  improved  his  one  pound  into 
ten,  was  made  ruler  over  ten  cities ;  and  the  man 
who  had  gained  five  pounds,  was  made  ruler  over 
ii  vc  cities.  Seeing  then  there  is  fuch  a  glorious  re¬ 
ward  in  fure  referve  for  us,  let  ns  not  be  weary  in 
wetl-aorng.  vve  have  only  to  await  God’s  appoint¬ 
ed  time  for  the  full  enjoyment  thereof:  for  our 
text  -allures  us,  that  in  due feafon  we  fall  reap,  if 
v:-e- faint  not. 

1  fhail  conclude  with  the  few  following  direc¬ 
tions. 


1.  As  ever  you  would  defire  not  to  be  weary 
in  well-doing ;  beware  of  fioth  in  the  ways  of  God. 
I  his  is  a  fin  natural  to  us;  but  there  are  few  great¬ 
er  enemies  to  vital  godlinefs  than  it  is. 

2.  Beware  of  venturing  on  known  fin;  efpeci- 
aiiy  the  fin  to  which  you  are  moft  inclined.  This 
we  are  particularly  cautioned  againft  in  the  fore- 
cited — Heb.  xii.  i.  This  is  what  David  calls  by¬ 
way  of  eminence,  his  iniquity.  I  kept  myfelf from 
wine  iniquity. 


Keep  clofe  to  God  in  the  way  of  duty.  God 
with  us  as  rational  creatures,  and,  therefore. 
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requires  that  we  Ihould  cleave  to  him  in  the  vari¬ 
ous  duties  of  his  appointment;  this  is  the  gracious 
inftitution  of  heaven. 

4.  Endeavor  to  keep  the  end  of  your  courfe  full 
in  view.  Be  much  in  the  exercife  of  that  faith, 
which  is  the  fubfiance  of  things  hoped  for;  the  evidence 
of  things  not  Jeen . 

Lafly.  Look  to  Chrifl  for  ftrength  to  preforve 
you  from  being  weary  in  well-doing.  Remember 
that  it  hath  pleafed  the  Father,  that  in  him  fijould  all 
fulnefs  dwell:  therefore,  we  may  of  his  fuinefs  re¬ 
ceive  grace  for  grace.  Be  fir ong,  therefore,  in  the  grace 
that  is  in  Chrifi  Jefus.  And  thus  lengthened, 
may  you  be  preferved  from  fainting,  endure  to  the 
end,  and  in  due  feafon  reap  a  rich  harveft  of  eter¬ 
nal  joy. 
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Romans  iv.  16. 

‘ Therefore .  it  is  of  faith,  that  it  might  be  by  grace ;  to 
the  end  the  promife  might  be  fure  to  all  the  feed •  not 
to  that  only  which  is  of  the  law .  hut  to  that  alfo 
which  is  of  the  faith  of  Abraham,  who  is  the  father 
of  us  all . 

IN  the  next  preceding  chapter,  St.  Paul  incul¬ 
cates  the  divine  dodtrine  of  juftification  by 
grace  through  faith.  He  proceeds  in  this  chap¬ 
ter  to  exemplify  and  further  eftablifh  this  dodtrine, 
from  the  inftance  of  Abraham.  As  the  Jews  pro- 
felled  to  build  their  hopes  on  the  Abrahamic 
covenant,  it  was  moft  pertinent  to  remind  them 
how  Abraham  was  juftified.  Having  {hewn  that 
it  was  not  by  w.orks,  but  by  faith,  the  apoftle  adds, 
he  is  the  father  of  all  believers,  whether  they  be 
circumcifed  or  not.  For  the  promife.  that  he  floould 
he  heir  of  the  world,  zvas  not  to  him  or  his  feed  through 


the  law,  lut  through  the  righteoufnefs  of  faith.  To 
maintain,  with  the  Jews,  juftification  by  the  law 
is  to  make  taith  void,  and  the  promile  of  none  ef— 
fed.  Becaufe  the  law  worketh  wrath:  For  where 
no  law  is,  there  is  no  tranfgreffion.  Therefore ,  it  is 

of  faith,  that  it  might  he  by  grace ,  and  fure  to  all  the 
feed. 

W, e  will  diftindly  examine  the  apoftle’s  doc¬ 
trine  of  juftification  by  faith — his  argument  in 
fupport  of  it — and  the  reafoning  which  concludes 
in  this  dodrine. 

Firjl,  Of  the  dodrine  itfelf.  It  is  of  faith ,  that 
it  might  be  by  grace. 

The  words  refer  to  the  promife  made  to  Abra¬ 
ham,  which,  as  the  apoftie  faith,  was  through  the 
righteoufnefs  of  faith. 

In  fpeaking  of  juftification,  the  apoftie  alludes 
to  a  judicial  procefs:  It  is  the  fentence  of  a  judge, 
pronouncing  a  perfon  acquitted.  There  are  but 
two  conllitutions  on  which  fuch  fentence  can  be 
founded;  law  and  grace.  If  of  the  law,  it  is  no 
more  by  -promife but  God  gave  it  to  Abraham  by  pro¬ 
mife,  Admitting  the  univerfal  guilt  and  depravi¬ 
ty  of  mankind,  no  flefh  can  be  jufified  in  the  fight  of 
God  ly  the  deeds  of  the  law.  Every  mouth  muji  be  flop¬ 
ped.  Doth  God  juftify  the  ungodly?  It  is  freely  by 
his  grace. 

Whether  the  guilty  might  be  abfolved  by  an 
abjolute  a&  of  grace?  is  a  queftion^the  difcufiion 
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of  which  belongs  not  to  us.  By  the  lame  means 
that  we  know  there  is  forgivenefs  with  God,  we 
alfo  know,  that  he  hath  Jent  his  Son  to  he  the  propi¬ 
tiation  far  our  fans ,  and  is  in  him  reconciling  the  world 
to  himfelfa  not  imputing  their  trefapajfaes.  God  is  the 
juftifier  of  him  that  believeth  in  JeJus.  Faith  receives 
the  teftimony  of  God  concerning  Jefus  Chrift, 
and  refts  in  him  as  the  only  medium  of  reconcili¬ 
ation. 

Grace  and  faith  have  the  fame  relation  to  each 
other  as  work  and  debt.  If  it  is  through  grace 
and  faith  that  any  are  juftified,  then  it  is  no  more 
of  works ;  otherwife  grace  is  no  more  grace.  As 
ly  one  man' s  difobedience  many  were  made  fanners  ;  fo 
by  the  obedience  of  one  Jhall  many  be  made  righteous. 
Though  the  imputation  of  fin  and  righteoufnefs 
doth  not  mean  a  transfer  oi p erf onal  qualities;  yet 
the  doctrine  of  imputation  is  clearly  taught  by  St. 
Paul — I  mean,  the  derivation  of  pollution  and  con¬ 
demnation  from  the  firfi:  Adam,  and  the  hope  of 
righteoufnefs  and  life  through  the  fecond.  If  you 
are  not  a  finner,  you  have  no  need  of  the  grace  of 
the  gofpel.  If  you  are  a  finner,  in  vain  do  you 
feek  j unification,  except  through  Jefus  Thrift — 
in  vain  attempt  to  blend  any  thing  with  the  ran- 
fom  he  gave  of  himfelf.  For  God  hath  made  him 
to  be  fin  for  us}  who  knew  no  fin  ;  that  we  might  be 
made  the  righteoufnefs  of  God  in  him .  The  fpirit 
of  prophecy  deferibed  the  Meffiah  as  the  Lord 
our  righteoufnefs  t  who  fhould  make  reconciliation  fir 
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iniquity  by  making  his  foul  an  offering  for  it,  and  thus 
jufiifymg  many.  Our  apoftle  declares,  that  Chrift 
is  the  end  of  the  law  for  righteoufnefs — that  God font 
his  own  Son  in  the  likenefs  offinfulflejh,  to  condemn  fin 
in  the  flefh,  that  the  righteoufnefs  of  the  law  might  be 
fulfilled  in  us  that  God  hath  fet  him  forth  to  be  a  pro- 
foliation— to  declare  his  righteoufnefs,  that  he  might 
bejufi,  and  the  juftifier  of  him  that  believe th  in  Jefus. 
Confider  this  ranfom  provided  by  God,  the  unfpot- 
ted  character,  perfonal  dignity  and  divine  glory  of 
the  offerer,  God  manifest  in  the  flesh _ confi¬ 

der  his  active  and  paflive  obedience  in  connexion, 
and  the  invitation  to  the  whole  guilty  world,  to  be 
reconciled  to  God  in  him. 

Sacrifice  was  a  part  of  the  religion  of  the  heathen. 
Almoft  all  things  were  by  the  law  purged  zvith  blood. 
And  without  fhedding  of  blood  is  no  remiffion.  The 
doctrine  of  atonement,  or  the  juftification  of  a  fin- 
ner  through  the  expiatory  death  of  the  holy  and 
juft  one,  is  the  glory  of  the  gofpel,  the  only  foun¬ 
dation  of  hope  and  comfort  to  offenders  againft 
heaven.  Ignorant  of  the  righteoufnefs  of  the 
Lord,  the  heathen  fought  to  be  reconciled  to  him 
by  giving  the  fruit  of  their  body  for  the  fin  of  their 
fouls.  Ignorant  of  this  righteoufnefs,  the  Jews 
trufted  to  the  facrifices  of  the  law,  which,  feparate 
from  their  typical  reference,  could  no  more  take 
away  fin,  than  thofe  the  Gentiles  offered.  The 
Chriftian  dodtrine  of  atonement  is  indeed  as  much 
above  human  difcovery  as  tbs  heavens  are  higher 


« 


DANA. 


289 

than  the  earth .  My  thoughts  are  not  your  thoughts , 
neither  are  your  ways  my  ways,  faith  the  Lord .  But 
becaufe  our  reafon  could  not  difcover,  or  cannot 
comprehend,  the  redemption  in  the  blood  of  Chrift, 
is  it  therefore  to  be  rejected,  and  treated  with  con¬ 
tempt?  In  the  adminiftration  of  providence,  and 
under  every  human  adminiftration,  the  ill-deferv- 
ing  efcape  juft  puniftiment,  and  derive  fpecial  be¬ 
nefits,  through  the  mediation  of  fome  eminent 
character.  The  labors  and  fufterings  of  the  in¬ 
nocent  prevail  much  in  behalf  of  the  guilty.  It  is 
no  objection,  that  Chrift  fuffered  in  a  much  higher 
fenfe ,  the  juft  for  the  unjuft,  that  he  might  bring  us  to 
God — that  the  free  gift  cometh  unto  juft  ification  of  life 
by  the  righteoufnefs  of  one,  as  judgment  came  to  con~ 
demnalion  by  the  offence  of  one. 

The  atonement,  and  juftification  by  the  free  grace 
of  God,  are  infeparably  connected  in  the  feriptures. 
God  hath  fhewn  the  exceeding  richnefs  of  his 
grace  in  delivering  up  his  own  Son  for  our  offen¬ 
ces.  This  gift  of  his  love  comprehends  all  others. 
Not  by  works  of  righteoufnefs  which  we  have  done ,  but 
according  to  his  mercy  he  faved  us — that  being  juftified 

by  his  grace ,  we  fhould  be  made  heirs  according  to  the 
hope  of  eternal  life . 

Such,  in  general,  are  the  plain  inftru<ffions  of 
feripture  in  regard  to  our  juftification  through  the 
facrifice  of  the  Mediator.  The  term  righteoufnefs, 
as  ufed  by  St.  Paul,  when  treating  on  this  fubjedc, 
imports  the  fame  as  juftification,  which  confifts  in 
"  imputing  righteoufnefs,  or  not  imputing  fin* 
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Buton  whom  cometh  this  bleffednefs?  Theapof- 
ti?  laith,  It  is  of  faith.  Righteoufnefs  is  imputed 
unto  them  that  believe.  The  nghteoufnefs  of  God 
without  the  law— even  the  righteoufnefs  which  is 
by  faith  of  Jefus  Chrift,  unto  all  and  upon  all  them 
that  believe.  It  is  through  the  faith  of  Chrift,  the 
righteoufnefs  which  is  of  God  by  faith.  By  fuch 
different  modes  of  exprtffion  the  apoftle  intended 
the  fame  thing.  For  the  righteoufnefs  of  God,  the 
righteoufnefs  of  faith,  the  righteoufnefs  -which  is  through 
the  faith  of  Chrift,  do  not  mean  different  things, 
but  mutually  explain  the  fame  fentiment. 

The  righteoufnefs  which  is  of  the  law,  and  that 
which  is  through  the  faith  of  Chrift,  are  frequently 
contrafted  by  St.  Paul.  In  oppofition  to  the  • 
crofs  of  Chrift,  Ifrael  fought  juftificalion  by  the 
law  of  Mofes.  The  Jewifh  converts  were  zealous 
for  the  incorporation  of  their  ancient  rites  with 
the  Chnftian  inftitution,  and  for  the  exclufion  of 
other  nations  from  its  benefits,  except  on  condi¬ 
tion  of  a  compliance  with  thofe  rites.  The  apof¬ 
tle  therefore  took  much  pains  to  diftinguifh  the 
way  of  acceptance  through  Chrift,  from  every 
mixture  of  Judaifm.  He  would  lead  us  to  feek 
righteoufnefs  in  that  crofs  at  which  the  Jews 
Rumbled.  He  was  once  full  in  the  confidence  of 
his  countrymen;  and  intimates,  that  he  had  every 
reafon,  which  any  of  them  could  have,  for  that 
confidence.  Pie  clofeth  the  account  of  himfelf 
thus:  Touch  mg  the  righteoufnefs  which  is  in  the  law 
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hlamelefs.  What  a  chafige  of  fentiments  and  af¬ 
fections  was  wrought  in  him,  when  it  pleated  God 
to  reveal  his  Son  in  our  apoftle  ?  He  then  faw  that 
thofe  things  were  oppofed  to  God  and  righteouf¬ 
nefs,  which  he  till  then  had  made  his  boaft. 
Thenceforward  he  determined  to  glory  only  in  a 
crucified  Saviour.  His  concern  then  was  to  be 
found  in  him,  not  having  mine  own  right eoufnefs>  as  he 
exprefleth  it,  but  that  which  is  through  the  faith  of 
Chriji .  Thus  he  obferves  that  the  infidel  Jews 
went  about  toeftabiifh  their  own  righteoufnefs ,  and  did 
not  fubmit  themfehJes  to  the  righteoufnefs  of  God . 
Their  oppofition  to  the  atonement,  and  the  great 
importance  of  this  doctrine,  defigned  equally  to 
give  Jews  and  Gentiles  accefs  to  God,  engaged 
St.  Paul  to  an  explicit,  conftant  and  pathetic  de¬ 
claration  of  it.  It  excludes  every  thing  elfe  from 
being,  in  any  refpeCt,  th  t  pur  chafe  of  a  finner’s  jus¬ 
tification.  The  higheft  and  moft  meritorious  a<ffc 
of  obedience,  when  Jefus  hung  on  the  crofs,  and 
faid.  It  isfinifbed ,  may  be  pleaded  for  the  remifiion 
of  all  fin. 

* 

The  Jews  confidered  not,  that  the  appendages 
of  their  religion  were  given  to  diredt  their  views 
to  the  Meffiah  for  juftification,  whom  their  fcrip- 
tures  defcribed  as  wounded  for  our  tranfgreffions ,  and 
bruifed for  our  iniquities >a  man  off  or  rows.  They  con¬ 
fidered  not,  that  the  righteoufnefs  of  God  zviJkoui  the 
law  was  witneffed  by  the  law  and  prophets :  Even  the 
righteoufnefs  of  God  whiejb  is  by  faith  of  Jefus  Cbrif> 
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without  rcfpedl  of  nations.  Their  dependancc 
on  the  atonements  of  the  law,  the  apoftle  calls  their 
own  righteoufnefs.  God  never  appointed  thefe  as 
a  medium  of  acceptance  with  him,  but  as  Jhadows, 
patterns  of  the  facnfice  of  the  Meffiah,  on  whom, 
it  was  foretold,  the  iniquities  of  all  J}j0uld  be  laid. 
Sacrifice  and  offering  thou  didft  not  defire — Burnt -offer¬ 
ing  and  fin-offering  haft  thou  not  required.  Thenfaid 
I,  lo ,  I  come  I  delight  to  do  thy  will ,  0  my  God  ■  yea 
thy  law  is  within  my  heart.  I  have  preached  righte- 
cufnefs  m  the  great  congregation.  If  the  obfervation 
of  the  Jewifh  ritual  could  juftify,  what  valuable 
purpofe  could  the  death  of  the  Meffiah  anfwer? 
And  why  did  that  ritual  prefigure  a  more  excellent 
facnfice?  Or  if  the  facrifice  which  they  prefigured 
is  the  only  meritorious  ground  of  juftification,  why 
fhould  the  merit  of  it  be  depreciated,  by  retaining 
the  fhadow  after  the  fubftance  appeared  ?  Whv 
was  the  ffiadow  ever  regarded  any  otherwife,  than 
as  a  means  of  pointing  to  the  fubftance  ? 

But  St.  Paul,  in  his  debate  with  the  Jews,  ufeth 
tne  term  law  in  a  latitude  which  appears  to  com- 
prenend  both  the  moral  and  ritual  law. — Particu- 

larly  Romans,  chapter  vii.  Sometimes  he  may 
elpecialiy  intend  the  former,  and  fometimes  the 

latter.  Or  ir  by  law  we  fhould  underftand  the 
whole  Mofaic  dsfpenfation,  it  would  not  militate 
with  the  apoftle  s  leading  dotftrine  of  juftification 
by  faith,  without  the  deeds  of  the  law.  The  ri- 

tuai  law  was  abolilhed  by  the  coming  of  Chrift. 
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The  moral  law  obliged  us,  as  it  is  adopted  into 
the  inftitution  of  a  greater  law-giver  than  Moles— 
an  inftitution  not  appropriated  to  one  nation,  but 
defigned  for  all  people.  The  faithful  in  Ifrael 
were  not  juftified  by  the  moral  law,  any  more  than 
by  the  ritual.  The  juft  lived  by  faith  in  the  Mef- 
liah  promifed:  He  was  the  object  of  their  hopes; 
and  they  were  heirs  of  the  righteoufnefs  by  faith. 
The  law  was  not  againft  the  promifes:  It  did  not 
fruftrate  grace.  Neither  do  grace  or  faith  make 
void,  but  eftablifti  the  law.  Justifying  faith,  under 
the  law  or  gofpel,  denotes  a  dependence  on  the 
promifes  in  Chrift,  renouncing  confidence  in  law, 
or  works  of  obedience  to  law. 

In  the  laft  place,  taking  this  term  taw  in  the 
molt  large  and  general  fenfe,  j unification  is  with¬ 
out  the  deeds  of  law.  Righteoufnefs  by  the  moral 
law  none  of  mankind  could  attain,  becaufetj//,6<m? 
finnedy  and  come  port  of  the  glory  of  God.  In  confe- 
quence  of  the  univerfal  corruption  of  the  world, 
the  heathen  knew  that  they  were  worthy  of  death. 
The  prevalence  of  facrifice  among  them  lhews,that 
they  did  not  look  for  juftification  by  the  law  of 
nature,  but  had  an  idea  of  atonement.  Righte¬ 
oufnefs  could  not  be  by  the  ritual  law.  This 
would  be  to  grafp  the  Shadow,  and  lofe  the  fub- 
ftance.  Righteoufnefs  could  not  be  by  the  dif- 
penfation  of  IVIofes.  This  would  be  to  fuppofe 
an  imperfed  inftitution  in  force,  after  a  perfed 
one  is  fet  up.  If  ever  there  had  been  a  law,  which 
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could  give  life  to  finners,  righteoufnefs  might 
have  been  oy  law.  But  no  fuch  law  was  ever  giv¬ 
en.  Then c  fore  j  unification  inuft  be  of  faith  by 

grace. 

We  proceed  to  examine  the  apoftle’s  argument 
in  fupport  of  his  doArine  ofjuflification  by  faith. 
5  o  ihe  end  the  prmife  might  be  Jure  to  all  the  feed. 

The  promife  to  Abraham  was,  that  in  his  feed  all 
nations  Jhould  be  blejfed.  That  this  promife  might 
be  fure  to  the  Gentiles,  it  was  neceffary  that  they 
fhould  be  accepted  on  the  condition  of  faith,  not 
of  works  done  in  obedience  to  law.  Not  having 
the  law,  they  were  in  no  capacity  of  attainingjufti- 
fication  by  it.  The  promife  then  could  not  be  in¬ 
tended  to  be  fulfilled  through  the  law.  For  the 
word  of  promife  was  exprefs,  that  all  nations  fhould 
be  bluffed  in  Abraham’s  feed;  whereas  but  one  na¬ 
tion  had  received  the  law.  The  law  therefore 
could  not  be  the  medium  of  juftication — not  even 
to  the  Jews.  For  if  other  nations  might  obtain 
juftification  without  the  law,  the  Jews  could  not 
obtain  it  by  the  law;  fince  God  had  not  appointed 
different  ways  ofjuftification  for  Jews  and  Gentiles, 
but  one  and  the  fame;  that  is,  by  grace  through 
faith.  The  admillion  of  the  Gentiles  into  the 
houfhold  of  God,  without- a  compliance  with  Jew- 
ifh  rites,,  was  conformable  to  the  tenor  of  the  pro¬ 
mife  to  Abraham.  Abraham  became  heir  of  the 
promife  by  faith.  All  his  feed  are  heirs  in  the 
fame  way;  not  only  his  natural  defendants,  but 
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perfons  of  all  nations,  pofteffing  the  fame  faith. _ 

<f°  ‘he  end  the  promife  might  be  Jure  to  all  the  feed; 
not  to  that  only  which  is  of  the  law,  but  to  that  alfo 

which  is  of  the  faith  of  Abraham,  who  is  the  father 
of  us  all. 

We  propofed  in  the  next  place,  to  confider  the 
apoftle’s  reafoning  in  the  preceding  context,  from 
which  he  makes  the  inference  in  the  text. 

The  whole  turns  op  the  promife  to  Abraham, 
and  the  way  in  which  he  was  juftified.  The  apof- 
tle  had  faid,  that  a  man  is  juftified  by  faith,  without 
the  deeds  of  the  law— that  God  will  juftify  the  circum - 
eifion  and  mcmumcifion  by  faith— \ that  we  do  not 
make  void  the  law-  through  faith,  but  eflablifh  it.  He 
proceeds  to  demand  of  his  countrymen.  What  hath 
Abraham  our  father  found,  as  pertaining  to  the  fiefio  ? 
You  boaft  that  you  are  his  defendants,  and  heirs 
of  the  promife  made  to  him.  What  was  there  in 
his  juftification  that  favors  your  expe&ation  of  it 
by  law?.  Was  he  juftified  by  works?  The fcripture 
faitv,  Abraham  believed  God,  and  it  was  accounted  to 
him  for  righteoufnefs.  Was  this  before  he  was  cir- 
cumcifed,  or  after?  Before.  For  he  received  the 
fign  of  cireumc  if  on,  afeal  of  the  righteoufnefs  of  the 
faith  he  had  yet  being  uncircmncifcd :  that  he  might  be 
the  father  of  all  them  that  believe ,  though  they  \e  not 
circumcifed,  that  righteoufnefs  might  be  imputed  unto 
them  alfo.  And  the  father  of  circumcifion  to  them  who 
are  not  of  the  circumcifion  only ,  but  alfo  -walk  in  the 
JfPj  of  that  faith  of  our  father  Abraham,  which  he 

hafT  yet  beiaS  tmeir cumcifed.  For  the  promife  that  he 
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fhoidd  be  heir  of  the  world,  was  not  to  Abraham ,  or  his 
feed ,  through  the  law ;  but  through  the  right  eoufnefs  of 
faith .  For  if  they  which  are  of  the  law  be  heirs,  faith 
is  made  void ,  and  the  promife  made  of  no  effect.  Be- 
caufe  the  law  worketh  wrath:  For  where  no  law  is, 
there  is  no  tranfgreffion .  therefore  it  is  of  faith,  that 
it  might  be  by  grace,  &c. 

In  his  epiftle  to  the  Galatians,  the  apoftle  is 
equally  clear  in  his  language  and  argument  on  the 
fame  fubjed.  He  tells  the  Jewifh  converts,  that 
the  law  could  not  difannul  a  covenant  confirmed 
of  God  in  Chrift  four  hundred  and  thirty  years 
before;  that  as  many  as  are  of  the  works  of  the 
law  are  under  a  curfe— -that  Chrift,  in  order  to  re¬ 
deem  us  from  the  curfe  of  the  law,  was  made  a 
curfe-  for  us— that  the  law  was  a  fchool-mafter  to 
bring  to  Chrill — -that  the  Jews  under  it  were  in  the 
condition  of  children  under  age — -that  the  Chrif- 
tian  church  was  not  like  the  Jewifh  in  bondage— 
that  in  Chrift  Jefus  there  is  no  diftineftion  of  Jew 
or  Greek,  bond  or  free,  male  or  female  ;  but  all 
believers  are  one,  Abraham’s  feed,  and  heirs  of 
promife — that  the  law  was  fuperceded  by  the  gof- 
pcl — that  nothing  availeth  but  a  nevy  creature, 
faith  working  by  love. 

The  cafe  of  Abraham  then,  far  from  favoring 
the  Jewifh  prejudices,  clearly  refutes  them.  No 
alternative  was  left  the  Jews,  but  either  to  oil- 
claim  their  relation  to  Abraham,  oi  look  for  jufti- 
fication  in  the  fame  way.  Abe  feripture  hath  con- 
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eluded  all  under  Jin,  that  the  promife  by  faith  of  Jefus 
Chrift  might  be  given  to  them  that  believe . 

It  is  of  importance  that  we  attend  more  parti¬ 
cularly  to  the  nature  of j unifying  faith,  as  explained 
by  St.  Paul.  As  we  have  feen,  he  was  addreffing 
men  who  trufted  to  the  Mofaic  law  for  juftifica- 
tion.  In  oppofition  to  them  he  means  by  faith 
the  gofpel  of  the  grace  of  God,  an  unreferved  ac¬ 
ceptance  of  Chrift,  and  fubmiffion  to  the  way  of  fal- 
vation  declared  in  the  gofpel,  excluding  Judaifm, 
and  every  other  dependance.  By  works,  or  deeds 
of  the  law,  he  means  works,  or  deeds  of  the  Mo¬ 
faic  law,  or  any  law  which  interferes  with  grace 
and  faith.  In  Chrift  Jefus  neither  circumcifion  avail - 
eth  any  thing ,  nor  uncircumcifton ,  but  a  new  creature , 
faith  working  by  love .  If  any  man  be  in  Chrift ,  old 
things  are  p aft  away  ;  behold,  all  things  are  become  new* 
He  walketh  not  after  the fiejh ,  but  after  the  fpirit.  For 
the  law  of  the  fpirit  of  life  in  Chrift  Jefus  hath  made 
him  free  from  the  law  of  fin  and  death .  With  refpeffe 
to  himfelf  the  apoftle  faith,  I  am  crucified  with 
Chrift:  Neverthelefs,  Hive ;  yet  not  I,  but  Chrift  hv- 
eth  in  me:  And  the  life  which  I  now  live  in  the  fiefh, 
I  live  by  the  faith  of  the  Son  of  Gody  who  loved  me,  atid 
gave  himfelf  for  me.  He  thus  defines  juftifying 
faith ;  With  the  heart  man  bdieveth  unto  right eoufnefs. 
This  faith  therefore  implies,  that  the  heart  feels  in- 
terefted  in  its  objecft,  and  prizeth  it  according  to 
its  excellence.  Chrift  i  &  precious  to  believers:  Pie 
dwelkth  in  their  hearts  by  faith:  They  are  rooted 
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and  grounded  in  love.  St.  Paul’s  efteem  of  the 
excellency  or  Chrift  was  fuch,  that  for  his  fake  he 
fj  lie  red  the  lofs  of  all  things. 

In  tins  view  faith  is  an  aft  of  the  will.  The 
believer  unto  righteoufnefs  hath  committed  his 
foul  to  Chrift,  is  conftrained  by  his  love,  crucified 
to  the  world,  and  the  world  to  him.  Whatever 
immediate  and  fpecial  reference  juftifying  faith 
lmh  to  Chrift  s  prtefily  office,  it  equally  involves  a 
conformity  to  him,  a  fubmiffion  to  his  govern¬ 
ment,  3i>  the  icception  of  him  in  the  charafter  of 
THE  Lord  OUR  righteousness.  Art  thou  jujli- 

j:l-  by  g }  ■_{■_  t ,  and  an  heir  according  to  ihe  hope  of  eter¬ 
nal  life?  ]  hen  thy  God  and  Saviour  are  the  ob¬ 
jects  of  thy  fupreme  reverence  and  love,  gratitude, 
affiance  and  fubmiffion.  It  is  the  charafter  of 
them  that perijh,.  that  they  receive  not  the  love  of 
we  truth.  For  this  cavfe  God  fends  them  jlrong  delu- 
Jion,  that  they  Jhould  believe  a  lye,  that  they  might  be 

damned,  who  believe  not  the  truth,  but  have  pleajure  in 
unrighteoujnej's. 

The  true  believer  then  is  a  lover  of  truth,  re- 
joiceth  in  the  discovery  of  it,  obeys  it  from  the 
heart,  and  hath  a  good  report  of  the  truth  itfelfi 
Liany  wateis  cannot  quench,  nor  the  floods  drown, 
his  love  to  Chrift.  He  denies  himfeif,  and  takes 
up  his  crofs,  looking  to  jelus  who  endured  the 


Had  faith  no  influence  in  forming  the  difciples 
of  the  gofpel  to  the  fpirit  of  love,  where  would  be 


the  propriety,  or  what  the  meaning,  cf  the  expref- 
fion.  Faith  which  worketb  by  love?  The  original 
might  have  been  rendered  inwrought  faith.  The 
word  is  the  fame  as  is  ufed  Col.  ii.  1 2.  The  faith  of 
the  operation  of  God;  and  1  Thef.  ii.  13.  The  word 
of  God,  which  worketh  effectually  in  you  that  believe. 
This  faith  therefore  implies  a  divine  energy  on  the 
heart,  purifying  and  forming  it  to  thefpiritof  love 
which  God  hath  given.  Faith,  feparate  from 
love,  availeth  nothing.  Love,  feparate  from  faith, 
is  not  Chriftian  love,  not  the  love  of  new  creatures, 
of  thofe  who  keep  the  commandments  of  God. 
Charity,  on  the  bafis  of  faith  in  the  Mediator,  fup- 
pofeth  that  we  love  God  with  all  our  heart ,  and foul, 
and  ftrength,  and  mind.  He  who  loveih  God ',  loves  his 
brother  alfo.  The  love  of  God  being  fhed  abroad 
in  his  heart,  all  within  the  reach  of  his  good  offices 
will  experience  its  benign  influence.  He  will  love 
his  enemies,  bids  them  that  curfe  him,  do  good  to 
them  that  hate  him,  and  pray  for  his  perfecutors; 
On  the  good  Samaritan  came  the  bleffing  of  die 
'jew  ready  to  perifh.  They  who  are  followers  cf 
God  as  dear  children ,  and  walk  in  love  as  Chrifi  loved 
us,  aie  friends  to  all  mankind,  while  they  efieem 
the  faints  the  excellent  of  the  earth.  Without 
this  flame  of  love,  the  zeal  of  a  martyr  muff  be  vain. 
How  unhappy  hath  it  been  for  the  church,  that 
its  members  have  been  fo  much  occupied  in 
doubtful  deputation  and  angry  debate,  to  the  vio¬ 
lation  of  charity,  and  fubveriion  of  the  faith  of 
fofnc?  The  doctrine  of  the  gofpei  hath,  in  all 
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ages,  been  moft  corrupted  by  attempts  to  difrurb 
its  profeffors  in  the  exercife  of  private  judgment. 

However  Chriftians  may  differ  in  regard  to  the 
nature  of  faith,  or  its  connexion  with  juftification 
they  mull  at  leaf!  ac knowledge  that  faith  is  eflen- 
tial  to  the  Chriftian  charadler.  The  apoftle  hath 
connected  faith  and  love  in  Chrift  Jefus.  If  then 
vve  poiTefs  the  precious  faith  of  the  called,  and 
chofen,  and  faithful,  we  fhall  above  all  put  on  charts 
iy,  which  is  the  bond  of  perfect nefs. 


Abraham  believed  God,  and  it  was  accounted  unto 
him  for  right eoufnefs.  St.  Paul  quotes  this  ferip- 
lure,  and  points  to  the  father  of  the  faithful,  in  or¬ 


der  to  eftablifh  his  conclufion,  that  a  man  is  jufified 
by  faith  without  the  deeds  of  the  law .  He  obferves 
thus  on  the  nature  of  Abraham’s  faith :  Who  againft 
hope  believed  in  hope .  He  ft  agger ed  not  at  the  prom  if e 
cf  God  through  unbelief;  but  was  ftrong  in  faith,  giv- 
tug  glory  to  God .  Therefore  it  zvas  imputed  to  him 
for  righieeufnefs.  The  quality  and  ftrength  of  his 
faith  appeared  in  jiis  leaving  his  country  on  the 
divine  call;  relying  on  the  promife  of  a  fon,  and 
in  him  a  numerous  pofterity,  and  the  feed  to  blefs 
all  nations,  when  his  period  of  life  forbad  any  fuch 
expectation;  and  in  offering  up  the  child  of  pro- 


Hide*  which  feerned  to  be  a  facrifice  both  of  his 
earthly  and  heavenly  hopes.  Such  was  the  faith 
of  Abraham,  and  fuch  its  fruits.  He  rejoiced  to 
fee  Thrift's  day.  If  we  have  the  fame  fpirit,  and 
do  the  works  of  Abraham,  if  we  believe  in  Jefus, 
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who  was  delivered  for  our  offences ,  W  raffed  again  for 
our  jujlification ,  right  eoufnej s  will  be  imputed  unto  us 
alfo.  The  gofpel  is  a  conftituti  on  full  of  grace:  It 
hath  conneded  faith  and  holinefs  with  grace  and 
the  atonement.  Juftification  is  of  faith.  By  faith 
the  atonement  is  received.  To  believe  on  him 
whom  God  hath  fent>  is  the  great  work  which  God 
hath  appointed  us.  The  unbeliever  under  the 
gofpel  abideth  in  death,  and  hath  an  enhanced 
condemnation.  He  rejedeth  the  counfel  oi  God 
againft  himfelf. 

St.  Paul  afTigns  this  reafon  for  his  not  being 
afhamed  of  the  gofpel:  It  is  the  power  of  God  to 
falvation  to  every  one  that  helieveth .  When  he  faw 
that  just  one,  he  yielded  to  the  governing  influ¬ 
ence  of  the  dodrine  of  the  crofs.  His  only  with 
was,  to  be  found  in  Chriji>  to  know  the  power  of  his  re-« 
furre  diion  %  andfellowffoip  of  his ffuffenngs .  While  his 
confidence  was  in  the  Redeemer's  merits,  his 
heart  was  opened  to  admit  the  king  of  glory ;  and 
every  thought  was  brought  into  captivity  to  Chrift. 
Such  is  juftifying  faith.  The  fubjed  of  it  hath 
fuch  a  view  of  his  own  condemnation  and  impo- 
tency,  and  fo  apprehends  the  charader  and  facri- 
fice  of  the  Mediator,  that  he  in  his  heart  confents 
to  the  record  God  hath  given  of  his  Son.  Hence 
the  apoftle  fpeaks  of  them  that  are  fandiijied  by  faith . 
Juftifying  faith  therefore  is  a  pradiical  faith.  Such 
was  the  faith  of  Paul  and  Abraham.  Such  is  the 
faith  of  all  the  heirs  of  promife. 
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O  Thf e  IS,a  fairth  *hich  is  not  untorighteoufnefs, 
Sucn  was  their  faith,  who  W  /fe  praife  of  mm 

X  M  "f  0/  "•  Such  ™ 

°  fdl  away  when  tribulation  arofe.  Paul  fuP_ 
poletn  there  may  be  faith  without  charity.  But 
fuch  a  believer  1S  as  founding  brafs,  or  a  tinkling  cym- 

~H  ho  '  v"rCS  Chanty  C°  bC  grC3ter  than  faith 
l  Wlthout  a  pra3ieal  faith,  we  belies 

no  other  wife  than  thofe  do,  who  are  in  the  gall  of 
uierneis,  and  bond  of  iniquity.  For  Chrift  is 

”° :tT  Tfte; of  fin-  He  >- 

%  ^  ^  «w?»/Vy.  The  grace 

f.  t,Jat  "™iethJ Nation,  teacheth  to  deny  iimod- 
hnefs  and  worldly  luffs,  and  to  livefoberly,  righteoufly , 

anu  godly  in  the  world.— Such  was  the  faith  Paul 

preached. 

St‘  iames>  anting  to  men  who  expected  juftifi- 
cation  by  an  inoperative  faith,  who  did  not  confr- 
er  go.pel-faith  as  a  principle  ofhoiinefs,  expref- 
feua  himfelf  thus :  Was  not  Abraham  our  father  iuf- 

fd  bl  Worh>  he  had  offered  Ifaac  his, Jon  uten 
e  altar  ?  Seeft  thou  how  faith  wrought  with  his 
woras,  and  by  works  was  faith  made  perfect?  And  the 
fcripiure  was  fulfilled  which  faith,  Abraham  believed 
kjod,  and  it  was  imputed  to  him  for  righteoufnefs—Te 
fee  then  how  that  by  works  a  man  is  juftfied,  and  not  by 
faith  only.  Paul  and  James  addreifed  different 
charaders.  Paul  combats  the  confidence  o i  f elf- 
juju ciaries,  men  who  reded  in  the  law,  who  fruf- 
trated  grace  and  the  atonement.  James  combats 


the  opinion  of  men,  who  turned  grace  into  lafcivi- 
oufnefs,  and  denied  the  neceflity  and  obligation  of 
holinefs.  Perhaps  the  abufe  of  Paul's  epiftles 
might  give  occafion  to  fome  things  James  hath 
faid  on  juftification.  We  have  feen,  that  Paul 
hath  fufficiently  guarded  his  dodtrine  of  grace  and 
faith  againft  fuch  as  might  think  of  taking  occa- 
fion  therefrom  to  continue  in  fin.  We  are  now  to 
attend  to  St.  Janies^  He  faith  nothing  of  the 
Mofaic  law,  nor  once  refers  to  the  deeds  of  it.  He 
fpeaks  of  the  Chriftian  law  of  liberty ;  the  wifdom 
from  above ,  which  is  firft  pure.,  then  peaceable ,  gentle  h 
and  eafy  to  be  entreated^  fall  of  mercy  and  good  fruit 
without  partiality „  and  without  hypocrify — p e r fee t ly 
agreeable  to  St.  Paul's  obfervations  on  charity^ 
and  the  intent  of  the  grace  of  God.  St.  James 
fpeaks  of  the  works  of  Abraham,  which  evidenc¬ 
ed  the  nature  and  firength  of  his  faith.  Faith 

«... 

wrought  with  his  zvorks;  by  works  was  faith  ■ made 
perfect.  There  would  have  been  no  excellence  in 
his  works,  had  not  faith  wrought  with  them. 
Faith  was  the  foundation  of  the  works  by  which 
itfelf  was  perfeded.  He  believed,  or  he  would 
not  have  offered  up  Ifaac.  Now  what  are  fuch 
works,  but  the  fruits  of  righteoufnefs,  which  are  by 
Jefus  Chrift  to  the  glory  of  Gods'  St.  James  recom¬ 
mends  an  operative  faith,  fuch  as  Abraham’s.  He 
would  not  have  works  lepa rated  from  faith,  any 
more  than  faith  from  works;  and  equally  con¬ 
demns  thofe  who  might  pretend  to  works  without 
faith,  as  thofe  who  pretended  to  faith  without 
VOL.  II.  -  P  p 
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works.  He  maintains  the  ncceffity  of  an  unre~ 
ferved  obedience,  without  which,  he  aflerts,  that 
pretenfions  to  faith  are  like  profeffions  of  charity 
without  the  fruits.  Faitb  only,  faith  being  alone , 
means  a  fuperficial,  empty  faith,  fuch  as  devils 
have.  Ufing  the  term  in  this  abftrati  fenfe,  he 
afks,  Can  faith  fave  him  ?  Thus  difconnected  from 
the  fpirit  and  graces  of  the  gofpel,  it  is  dead  as  is 
the  body  without  the  fpirit  There  have  been  in  all 
ages  fpeculative  believers  among  the  worft  cha¬ 
racters.  Whoever  can  diftinguifh  credible  tefti- 
mony,  and  judge  of  moral  evidence,  may  thus  be¬ 
lieve.  He  who  indulgeth  an  hope  of  falvation, 
wnile  he  knowingly  and  cuftomarily  violates  the 
moft  important  precepts  of  the  gofpel,  hath  no 
better  faith  than  thofe,  who  think  they  do  God 
fervice,  in  the  things  wherein  they  are  found  fight¬ 
ing  againft  him. 

. 

V  • 

We  have  feen  that  the  violaters  of  God’s  law 
have  no  other  foundation  of  hope  than  mercy ; 
and  that  the  faith  which  is  imputed  for  righteouf— 
nefs,  hath  fpecial  reference  to  the  perfect  charac¬ 
ter  and  atonement  of  the  Mediator;  that  it  in¬ 
volves  a  convi&ion  of  our  condemnation  by  law, 
our  inability  to  make  amends  for  our  deviations 
from  moral  reCtitude,  the  corruption  of  our  nature, 
the  fulnefs  of  Chrift,  and  cordial  affiance  in  his 
terms.  Had  the  law  given  by  Mofes  been  defign- 
ed  to  furniih  turners  with  a  juftifying  righteouf, 
nefs,  one  or  other  of  thefe  two  things  would  fol- 
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low:  Either,  firft,  it  was  not  fitted  to  anfvver  its 
defign.  Or,  fecondly,  there  was  no  occafion  for 
the  atonement  by  Chrift.  On  the  former  fuppo- 
fition,  we  impeach  the  wifdom  of  God :  On  the  lat¬ 
ter,  wre  fruftrate  his  grace.  But  if  the  law  was 
given  to  convict,  not  to  juftify— if  it  was  given  to 
dired  finners  to  a  Redeemer,  who  hath  magnified 
the  law,  and  can  fave  from  the  penalty  and  domi¬ 
nion  of  fin,  then  the  gofpel  eftablifheth  the  law. 
The  fame  rank  is  afligned  to  the  various  duties 
of  the  firft  and  fecond  table,  as  they  had  before. 
What  regard  is  due  to  pofitive  inftitutions,  we 
learn  from  our  Lord's  declaration  and  correfpon- 
dent  example,  It  becometh  us  to  fulfil  all  righteouf 
nefs.  From  his  putting  away  fin  by  the  facrifice 
of  himfelfi  we  fee  the  end  of  the  lav/  facrifices, 
what  the  righteoufnefs  of  the  faints  was  before  his 
coming,  and  where  our  only  dependance  is  for  ac¬ 
ceptance.  Would  we  not  rejed  his  atonement, 
let  us  not  fubftitute  any  thing  in  the  room  of  it, 
or  intermix  any  thing  with  it,  as  means  of  abfolu- 
tion  from  fin.  If  we  are  once  well  eflablifhed  in 
this  point,  that  by  the  works  of  the  law  no  fiefii 
can  be  jufiified,  we  fhall  readily  admit  the  dodrine 
of  atonement,  and  place  our  whole  confidence  in  it. 

Refledion;  on  our  flare  by  nature,  as  children 
of  difobedience  and  wrath,  without  righteoufnefs 
and  ftrength,  teach  us  humility.  How  can  man  be 
juftified  with  God ?  Or  how  can  he  be  clean  that  is  born 
of  a  woman.  Behold,  1  am  vile ,  what  fhall  J  anf veer 
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thee.  Now  mine  eye  Jeeth  thee.  Wherefore  I  abhor 
myfe’f  If  by  the  law  is  the  knowledge  of  fin,  what 
caufe  have  we  to  finite  on  our  bread:,  and  plead, 
God  be  merciful  to  me  a /inner.  Who  art  thou  that 
maintained  the  docdrine  of  perfection?  Thatgoeft 
about  to  edabhfh  thine  own  righteoufnefs  ?  That 
turned  the  gofpel  of  grace  into  a  legal  difpenfation? 
The  religion  of  Emmanuel  admits  not  of  human 
additions  and  amendments :  It  mud  be  received 
as  a  complete  fyftem,  or  we  make  it  another  gofb 
pel. 

Some  have  no  more  honorable  ideas  of  Chridi- 
anity,  than  as  an  excellent  moral  fydem,  fuperior 
indeed  to  what  Socrates,  or  Plato,  or  Epicdetus 
gave  the  world.  Is  the  Lord  that  bought  us  en¬ 
titled  to  no  higher  edimation  ?  Is  the  fpirit  of  life 
in  him,  which  quickeneth  thofe  who  are  dead  in 
trefpaffes,  worthy  of  no  higher  regard  ?  Is  Chris¬ 
tianity  no  other  than  an  improved  edition  of  na¬ 
tural  religion?  Such  conceptions  of  the  gofpel  de- 
hafe  it,  and  greatly  fink  our  obligations  to  our 
Redeemer  and  fandtifier.  Any  common  prophet 
might  have  taught  good  doedrines  and  given  good 
maxims.  An  angel  might  have  dwelt  among  us, 
and  been  our  example.  But  could  an  angel  have 
made  re  conciliation  for  our  iniquities  ?  if  Chridianity 
only  exhibits  good  morals,  and  a  good  example, 
the  death  of  its  author  was  to  nopurpofe.  If  it 
fupercedes  our  obligations  to  holinefs,  it  interferes 
^ith  moral  reditude.  Wo  to  them  who  thus  ftunv- 
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ble  at  the  crofs  of  Chrift,  and  are  an  occafion  of 
/tumbling  to  others. 

Again,  if  grace,  faith  and  holinefs  are  conne&ed* 
thofe  err  who  deny  the  neceffity  of  inherent,  per- 
fonal  holinefs.  Faith  is  a  vital  fprin  of  holinefs 
in  all  manner  of  converfation.  The  good  man, 
out  of  the  good  treafure  of  the  heart,  bringeth 
forth  good  things.  We  do  not  eftablifh  our  own 
righteoufnefs,  by  maintaining  the  neceffity  and  im¬ 
portance  of  obeying  the  gofpel,  poffieffing  the  fpi- 
rit,  and  exemplifying  the  virtues  of  Jefus  Chrift, 
Thofe  who  add  to,  or  take  from,  his  terms,  do  not 
fubmit  to  the  righteoufnefs  of  God.  The  quali¬ 
fications  of  the  gofpel  are  wrought  in  its  difciples 
by  the  fpirit  of  God,  and  as  effential,  in  their  place, 
as  the  atonement.  We  declare  the  counfel  of 
God,  when  we  teftify  repentance  towards  him,  and 
faith  in  our  Lord  Jefus  Chriji — that  he  who  doeth 
righteoufnefs  is  righteous ,  even  as  he  is  righteous — that 
without  holinefs  no  man  fall  fee  the  Lord . 

Our  profeffion  of  Chrift  obligeth  us  to  defend 
the  honor  of  his  crofs,  and  endeavor,  in  all  poffi- 
ble  ways,  the  extenfion  of  his  gofpel — neither  to 
be  offended  in  him  ourfelves,  nor  to  give  occafion 
of  offence,  either  to  his  friends  or  foes.  By  this 
profeffion  we  difclaim  all  other  righteoufnefs,  favc 
that  which  is  of  God  by  faith.  We  declare  our 
intention,  by  his  grace,  to  ftand  faft  in  the  Lord . 
Are  we  tempted  at  any  time  to  difown  him  ?  Un¬ 
willing  to  bear  reproach,  relinquish  any  worldly 
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profpe&s,  or  endure  any  crofs  for  him  ?  When 
ready  to  hair,  or  turn  back,  let  us  call  to  mind  the 
reply,  made  by  the  twelve,  to  the  demand  of 
Chriil,  IV 'll  ye  aljo  go  away  ?  Lord ,  faid  they,  to 
whom /ball  we  go  ?  Thou  haft  the  words  of  eternal  life. 
Proieflbrs  may  have  a  fervent  zeal,  not  according 
to  knowledge.  They  cannot  adorn  the  gofpel, 
unlefs  they  are  zealous  of  good  works.  Paul,  who 
was  dead  to  the  law ,  that  he  might  live  unto  God,  rea¬ 
dily  lacrificed  his  deareft  earthly  profpefls,  to  le- 
cure  an  intereft  in  Chrift,  and  advance  the  gofpel. 
A  like  fenfe  of  our  necellities,  and  the  unfearcha- 
ble  riches  of  Chrift,  will  lead  us  to  do  likewife. 

Profeffors  are  wont  to  build  on  a  fandy  founda¬ 
tion.  Such  are  the  hopes  of  thofe  who  truft  to 
knowledge  and  privileges  mifimproved ;  to  the 
externals  of  religion ;  to  tranfient  imprefilons,  and 
a  temporary  faith.  The  faith  of  the  juftified  in 
Chrift  Jefus  cannot  be  fhaken;  nor  can  any  thing 
feparate  them  from  the  love  of  Chrift  :  For  he  is 
faithful,  and  will  keep  them  from  total  apoftacy. 
Hence  they  are  ftedfaft,  and  always  abound  in  the 
work  of  the  Lord.  The  purpofe  of  God  accord¬ 
ing  to  election,  juftification  by  faith,  fandlification, 
perfeverance  in  faith  and  holinefs,  and  final  falva- 
tion,  are  all  connected  by  St.  Paul. 

Should  one  doomed  to  death  by  an  human  ju¬ 
dicatory,  refufe  a  pardon,  we  fhould  pronounce 
him  mad.  Yet  what  numbers  refufe  thegofpel- 
pardon,  and  treat  with  neglect  and  derifion  the 
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minifter  and  purchafer  of  it?  Human  authority 
Can  remit  no  other  than  civil  penalties.  But  they 
who  rejedt  the  pardon  God  offers  by  his  Son,  deC- 
pife  theremiffion  of fpiritual  and  eternal  penalties. 
While  life  and  death  are  fet  before  them,  they  con¬ 
tinue  under  condemnation.  Haves  of  fin  and  fatan, 
and  expofed  to  an  eternal  banifhment  from  the 
fociety  of  angels  and  juft  men,  from  the  prefence 
of  God  and  the  Lamb.  How  fad  is  the  cafe  of 
finners,  alienated  from  the  life  of  God,  and  uncon¬ 
cerned  about  their  ftate  ! 

On  the  other  hand :  Moft  blefled  are  they  who 
are  reconciled  to  God  in  Chrift.  Who  jhall  lay 
any  thing  to  their  charge ?  It  is  God  that  jujlifieih. 
Who  is  he  that  condemneth  ?  It  is  Chrijl  who  died ,  and 
roje  again ,  and  maketh  continual  inter ceffion  for  them. 
Being  juftified  by  faith,  they  have  peace  with  God* 
and  are  heirs  to  the  inheritance  referved  in  heaven* 
God  in  Chrilt  is  their  everlafting  friend.  All 
things  are  theirs.  They  daily  mortify  indwelling 
fin.  The  Saviour’s  yoke  is  eafy  to  them.  They 
find  reft  u  their  fouls. 

Some  may  afk,  what  will  become  of  thofe  who 
never  heard  of  Chrift?  A  more  proper  enquiry  is, 
how  fhali  they,  who  have  heard  of  him,  exprefs 
tncir  thanks  to  him,  and  to  the  Father  who  fent 
him?  Do  we  hope  that  our  debt  of  ten  thoufand 
talents  will  be  forgiven  ?  What  returns  then  fhali 
we  make  to  our  creditor?  Shall  we  increafe  the 
fcore  by  continuing  in  fin  ?  Or  fhali  we,  by  new- 
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nefs  of  life,  make  it  evident  that  we  feel  our  infh* 
rate  obligations?  If  indeed  God  hath,  for  Chrift’s 
fake,  forgiven  us  all  trefpaffes,  we  then  love  much. 
Whom  fhould  we  love  more  than  the  God  of  grace, 
and  the  Redeemer  of  the  world?  They  require 
only  this  return,  that  we  have  compaflion  on  our 
own  fouls,  and  part  with  the  fin  that  eafily  befets 
us — that  we  have  compaflion  on  our  fellow-fer_ 
vants,  even  as  compaflion  hath  been  flhewn  us. 

By  grace  are  ye  faved,  through  faith and  that  not 
of yourf elves:  It  is  the  gift  of  God— the  faith  of  his 
operation.  He  fulfilleth  the  work  of  faith  with 
power.  It  is  inwrought,  maintained  and  perfect-* 
ed  by  his  fpirit  in  the  inner  man.  The  excellency 
of  the  power  is  of  God,  without  whofe  agency  the 
bell  means,  and  molt  a/Iiduous  application  to  them 
would  be  ineffectual.  Succeis  in  our  fecular  and 
fpiri.ual  concerns  depends  on  him.  He  will  be 
enquired  of  to  fucceed  our  labor  in  each  of  thefe. 
Wait  at  w  if dom’s  gates.  Bov  faith  corneth  by  hear¬ 
ing.  AJk  and ye fhall  receive  ;  feek  and  ye  fh  all  find. 
If  at  ch  and  pray,  that  ye  enter  not  into  temptation. 
The  fame  Lord  over  all,  is  rich  unto  all  that  call  upon 
him.  Being  made  perfect,  Chrifi  became  the  author  of 
eternal  falvation  unto  all  them  that  obey  him.  Obedi¬ 
ence  grounded  on  the  principles,  aided  by  the 
grace,  and  enlivened  by  the  motives  of  the  gofpel, 
is  the  obedience  of  faith,  llfere  fin  abounded,  grace 
hath  much  more.  Sin  hath  reigneth  unto  death.  Grace 
reigneth  througo  righteoufnefs  unto  eternal  life,  by  Jefus 
Chrifi  our  Lord.  Amen. 
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But  when  Herod  heard  thereof  he  / aid ,  it  is  John 
pihom  1  beheaded;  he  is  rifenfrorn  the  dead . 


U  R  Saviour  not  only  performed  many  bene- 
^  volent  miracles  himfelf,  but  imparted  the 
fame  fupernatural  power  to  others.  Thus  wTe  are 
informed,  juft  before  the  words  of  the  text,  that  he 
called  unto  him  the  twelve,  and  began  to  fend  them 
forth  by  two  and  two;  and  gave  them  power  over  un¬ 
clean  fptnts.  And  they  zvent  out ,  and  preached  that 
men  foul d  repent .  And  they  caft  out  many  devils,  and 
anointed  zvith  oil  many  that  zvere  fck,  and  healed  them. 
The  name  of  Jefus  was  thus  fpread  abroad,  and 
reached  the  court  of  Herod,  the  Tetrarch  of  Ga¬ 
lilee.  It  was  natural  for  him  to  enquire,  who 
ftiould  tnis  extraordinary  perfonage  be?  Some  of 
the  courtiers  faid,  it  is  Elias ;  and  others  faid  k  is 
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a  prophet,  or  as  one  of  the  prophets.  But  Herod 
repeatedly  affirmed,  it  is  John  whom  I  beheaded;  he 
is  rifen  from  the  dead,  and  therefore  mighty  works  do 
jhew forth  themfelves  in  him. 

And  why  was  it,  that  the  image  of  John  haunt¬ 
ed  the  anxious  heart  of  Herod?  For  no  other  rea- 
fon,  but  that  a  guilty  confidence  is  ever  fertile  in 
creating  phantoms  of  terror.  Herod  had  been 
convinced  that  John  was  a  juft  and  holy  man.  He 
had,  neverthelefs,  wantonly  murdered  him;  and 
was  now  perplexed  with  the  perpetual  apprehcn- 
fion  of  feeling  the  refentment  of  the  perfon  whom 
he  had  fo  cruelly  injured. 

In  this  tranfadion,  the  bafenefs  and  cruelty  of  the 
human  heart  are  expofed  in  the  moft  odious  light. 
Herod,  the  principal  ador  in  the  tragical  feene, 
was  the  fon  of  Herod  the  Great.  And  as  the  fa¬ 
ther  had  Rained  his  hands  with  the  blood  of  the 
infants  of  Bethlehem,  fo  the  fon  defiled  himfelf 
with  that  of  the  holy  Baptift.  He  was  feduced 
into  this  enormous  wickednefs  in  the  following 
manner.  Being  captivated  with  the  beauty  of 
Herodias,  the  wife  of  his  brother  Philip,  he  had 
prevailed  upon  her  to  forfeit  her  faith  and  defert 
her  hufband ;  to  prefer  the  fplendors  of  a  court, 
with  the  lofs  of  virtue,  before  innoeeqee  in  a  pri¬ 
vate  Ration,  to  which  the  circumftances  of  her 
hufband  confined  her.  This  flagrant  deviation 
from  the  path  of  decency  and  virtue,  did  not  ef- 
cape  the  notice,  nor  pafs  unreproved  by  the 


honeft  zeal  of  the  Baptift,  for  he  took  an  oppor¬ 
tunity  to  remonftrate  to  the  king.  It  is  not  lawful 
for  thee  to  have  thy  brother  s  wife .  We  do  not  find 
that  Herod  refented  this  freedom  of  well-meaning 
reproof  any  farther,  than,  at  the  inftigation  of  his 
paramour,  to  lay  hold  on  John,  and  put  him  in 
prifon.  For,  we  are  told,  that  be  feared  him>  know¬ 
ing  that  he  was  a  juft  man ,  and  an  holy ;  and ,  although 
his  obedience  was  far  from  being  complete  ;  yet ,  when 
he  heard  him>  he  did  many  things ,  and  heard  him  glad¬ 
ly.  But,  as  weaknefs  and  cruelty  frequently  go 
together,  and  as  the  moft  guilty  are  apt  to  be  the 
mo  ft  revengeful,  the  vindictive  fpirit  of  Herodias 
was  not  to  be  appeafed  by  fo  flight  a  puniihment. 
While  John  lived,  Ihe  was  ever  liable  to  be  brand¬ 
ed  with  ignominy  and  fcorn.  She,  therefore,  refoives 
to  fatiate  her  vengeance,  and  to  fecure  herfelf  from 
farther  reproach,  by  taking  away  his  life.  Wheth¬ 
er  injuries  be  real  or  fuppofed,  in  fuch  malevolent 
bofoms,  refentment  never  fleeps.  She,  therefore, 
feizes  the  firft  favorable  opportunity  to  effect  her 
purpofe,  when  Herod,  in  an  unguarded  moment 
of  mirth  and  feftivity,  had  rafhly  promifed,  with 
an  oath,  to  give  her  daughter  whatfoever  fhe  alked 
of  him.  The  damfel,  being  inftructed  by  her  mo¬ 
ther,  faid,  I  will  that  thou  give  me  in  a  charger  the 
head  of  John  the  Baptift .  And  the  king  was  exceed¬ 
ing  forry ;  yet,  foolifhly  fuppofing  himfelf  bound 
by  a  precipitate  and  wicked  oath,  he  complied 
with  her  requeft,  and fent  an  executioner ,  who  went 
and  beheaded  him  in  the  prifon .  The  triumph  of 
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vengeance  feemed  now  to  be  complete.  What  ef¬ 
fect  this  atrocious  crime  had  upon  the  mind  of 
Heredias,  we  are  not  informed;  but  we  find,  that 
the  king,  by  murdering  the  good  man,  murdered 
his  own  peace.  The  wicked  are  like  the  troubled 
fea,  when  it  cannot  reft.  His  guilty  heart  was 
ever  foreboding  mifehief— he  was  afraid,  where  no 
fear  was.  So  true  is  the  obfervation  of  the  wife 
man;  The  wicked  flee  when  no  man  purfuetb;  but 
the  righteous  are  bold  as  a  lion .  Who  is  this  that 
performs  thefe  mighty  works  in  Galilee?  It  is 
ISiias;  or,  it  is  one  of  tne  prophets,  fay  other  men. 
No!  it  is  John ,  fays  the  guilty,  trembling  heart  of 
Herod — He  is  come  from  the  dead  to  requite  me 
tor  my  injuftice  and  inhumanity. 


From  this  portion  of  holy  feripture,  I  fhall  re- 
queft  your  ferious  attention  to 
fervations. 


the  following  ob 


It  ought,  in  fome  meafure,  to  fupprefs  the  mur¬ 
murs  of  the  good  man,  who  is  fuffering  from  the 
unjuft  refentment  of  the  wicked,  to  remember, 
that  no  temptation  hath  taken  himy  but  fuch  as  is  com¬ 
mon  to  man  •  and  that  the  things  which  have  befallen 
righteous  men  of  old ,  happened  unto  them  for  enfample.sy 
and  are  written  for  our  admonition ,  upon  whom  the 
ends  of  the  world  are  come .  John  the  Baptift,  who 
was  feat  to  prepare  the  way  of  Chrift,  was  a  per- 
fon  rough  and  auftcre  in  his  manners,  but  of  ftridt 
integrity  and  undaunted  perfeverance  in  virtue; 
careful  to  (how  an  example  of  fobriety,  rightcoufnefs 
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and  godlinefs;  and  bold  to  reprove  vice,  in  what¬ 
ever  Ration  he  met  with  it.  In  our  bleffed  Lord 
we  find  the  fame  love  ofgoodnefs  and  abhorrence 
of  iniquity,  blended  with  greater  gendenefs  and 
condefcenfion  cf  mind.  The  bruifed  reed  he  would 
not  break.  So  far  was  he  from  diftreffing  the 
weakeft  or  the  pooreft  mortal,  that  his,  whole  life 
was  fpent  in  doing  good  to  all  men.  Yet,  you  fee, 
the  one  loft  his  head  at  the  unjuft  command  of  a 
tyrant,  through  the  intrigues  of  a  profligate  wo¬ 
man;  and  the  other  fell  a  facrifice  to  the  relent- 
ful  pride  of  the  hypocritical  Pharifees,  And  which 
fhall  we  prefer,  fuffering  virtue,  or  fuccefsful  vil¬ 
la  ny  ?  Let  not  the  righteous  man  expect  to  el- 
cape  the  common  lot  of  humanity.  However  we 
may  exaggerate  our  own  misfortunes,  and  fret 
ourfelves  at  the  ungodly,  fun-fhine  and  ftorm  will 
ftill  fucceed  each  other;  profperity  and  adveriity 
will  alternately  be  our  portion.  Have  the  fervants 
of  God,  in  all  a  ges,  been  expofed  to  various  indig¬ 
nities  and  misfortunes?  Has  your  Redeemer  him- 
felf  endured  the  rnofi  unjuft  and  cruel  treatment? 
Then,  think  not,  O  aSiicfted  Cbriftian,  that  you 
alone  are  abandoned  of  God,  and  given  up  a  prey 
to  unceahng  mifery !  It  is  the  fate  of  every  righte¬ 
ous  man,  through  tribulation  more  or  lefs  fevere 
to  enter  into  joy. 

Not  to  mention,  at  prefent,  the  ftrong  confuta¬ 
tion  which  mud  neceffarily  fpring  up  in  our  bo- 
foms,  from  a  confcioufnefs  of  fincerity  and  redi- 
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tude,  in  all  our  intentions— not  to  urge  the  ar¬ 
gument  of  a  future  and  eternal  happinefs,  which 
will  rar  more  than  compenfate  all  our  prefent  fuf- 
ferings;  it  ought  to  be  a  fource  of  comfort  and 
encouragement  to  reflect  that,  however  the  a- 
bandoned  fmner  may  perfecute,  and  affedl  to  de- 
ip  i fe  :1k  lowiy  Clinftian ;  there  is  a  beauty  in  an 
uniform  character  of  integrity— there  is  a  mild,  yet 
awful  lull  re  that  furrounds  unaffeCled  goodnefs, 
which  muft  ftrike  the  attention  and  command  the 
refpeCl  of  the  moft  obdurate.  Herod  was,  indeed, 
infiigated  to  take  away  the  life  of  the  man  who 
had  reproved  him ;  we,  neverthelefs,  find  that  he 
feared  John,  knowing  that  he  was  a  juft  and  holy  man. 
Uncontrolled  as  he  was  in  power,  while  he  lifted 
up  his  hand  againft  him,  his  heart  fank  down  with 
terror.  And  is  it  not  better  to  take  the  firoke  of 
unjuft  refentment,  than  to  be  in  the  fituation  of 
thofe,  who  tremble  even  while  they  give  the  blow, 
and  are  ever  after  condemned  to  fmart  under  the 
lafhes  of  a  guilty  confcience? 


Obedience  to  the  law  of  God  will  ever  be  de¬ 
fective,  unlefs  it  fpring  from  a  real  principle  of  vir¬ 
tue  and  religion.  In  fome  infiances,  Herod  at¬ 
tended  to  the  preaching  of  the  Baptift.  He  heard 
him  gladly ,  and  did  many  things  in  compliance 
with  his  admonitions.  But  when  the  difpute  arofe 
between  paffion  and  reafon,  we  know  the  fatal  if- 
fue.  Human  nature  is  frill  the  fame.  You  may 
rejoice  to  hear  your  duty  inculcated  from  the  voice 


of  reafon  and  the  words  of  revelation — you  may 
even  be  induced  to  do  many  things,  in  obedience 
to  the  divine  command  ;  but,  if  you  are  not  direct¬ 
ed  by  a  fingle  eye  to  truth  and  piety,  when  fome 
worldly  intereft  on  the  one  hand,  or  fome  fenfual 
appetite  on  the  other,  fpreads  an  allurement,  you 
will  immediately  turn  from  the  right  way.  Let 
Chriifians  frequently  and  ferioufly  reflect  upon 
their  loft  eftate  by  nature;  let  them  remember  the 
wonderful  loving-kindnefs  of  Chrift  in  the  re¬ 
demption  of  a  ruined  world;  and  furely  the  love 
of  God  will  conftrain  them,  in  every  circumftance 
of  life,  to  yield  a  chearful  and  uniform  obedience. 
This  divine  principle,  like  the  fap  fpringing  frbm 
the  root,  will  invigorate  every  branch  of  their  du¬ 
ty.  Like  the  fun  at  the  centre  of  the  fyftem,  it 
will  enlighten  and  animate  every  part  of  their  ho¬ 
ly  converfation. 

But,  with  all  the  aids  which  God  has  been  ple-af- 
ed  to  afford  us  in  the  performance  of  our  duty — 
with  all  the  powerful  incitements  to  the  practice 
of  virtue  and  holinefs,  there  is  need  of  inceifant 
caution  and  vigilance.  -Relaxation  from  the  bufi- 
nefs  and  cares  of  life  is  indeed  neceifary ;  yet,  with¬ 
out  perpetual  watchfulnefs,  we  imperceptibly  Aide 
into  vicious  and  exceffive  indulgences.  You  need 
not  be  told,  your  own  obfervation  has  taught  you* 
how  many  rafh  engagements — how  many  foolifh, 
precipitate  a&ions,  have  fprung  from  the  Tallies  of 
heedlefs  jollity,  fraught  with  confequences  ever  to 
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be  deplored,  but  perhaps  never  remedied.  It  was 
at  fuch  an  unguarded  hour,  in  the  time  of  his  im¬ 
pious  feaft,  that  Belftiazzer  was  attacked  and  flain, 
and  Darius  the  Median  took  the  kingdom  from 
him.  And  the  hiftory  of  Herod’s  birth-day,  re¬ 
corded  in  the  fcriptures,  ftands  as  a  perpetual 
warning  to  the  great,  the  gay,  and  the  young,  to 
beware  oi  diiToIu-te  mirth.  Admonifhed  by  fo  fa¬ 
tal  an  example,  they  ought  to  maintain,  even  in 
the  midit  or  their  feftivity,  an  habitual  recollection 
of  fpirit,  left  reafon,  enervated  by  the  pleafures  of 
fenfe,  fhould  flacken  the  rein  of  wifdom,  or  for  a 
moment  let  it  drop.  Their  headftrong  appetites, 
ever  impatient  of  the  curb,  will  feizethe  opportu¬ 
nity,  and  hurry  them  into  excefles,  the  effects  of 
which  may  be  perpetually  diftrefsful.  Thus  veri¬ 
fying  the  words  oi  Solomon,  If  aid  of  laughter ,  it  is 
mad;  and  of  mirth ,  what  doeth  it?  Even  in  the 
midjl  of fuch  laughter ,  the  heart  is  for  rowful  and  the 
end  of  that  mirth  is  heavinefs . 

Among  other  reafons  for  this  conftant  recollec¬ 
tion  and  fobriety  of  mind,  the  following  is  not  the 
leaft ;  that  in  the  hour  of  heedlefs  gaiety,  the  heart 
is  more  open  to  the  fuggeftions,  more  eaftly  biaffed 
by  the  perfuaftons  of  vicious  companions.  And 
fuch  will  always  be  at  hand,  full  of  infidious  ftrata- 
gems  to  make  you  the  inftrument  of  their  pleafures, 
or  their  refentments.  From  the  time  of  his  virtuous 
rebuke,  Herodias  had  a  quarrel  againft  John ,  and  would 
have  killed  him ,  but  fbe  could  not.  In  a  cool  mo- 
meat  of  reflection,  by  the  way  of  direCt  application,- 
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Jrlerod  was  not  to  be  wrought  upon  to  anfwer  her 
purpofes.  And,  perhaps,  die  feized  the  only  fa¬ 
vorable  opportunity  that  would  ever  have  been  af¬ 
forded  her,  to  effect  her  wicked  defign.  So  dan¬ 
gerous  is  it  to  let  the  guard  of  reafon  be  lulled  to 
deep!  fo  wakeful,  fo  perpetual  is  refentment  in 
the  bread  of  confcious  wickednefsl 

But  let  the  impious  fchemes  of  vice  be  carried 
into  execution— let  its  pernicious  dratagems  be 
crowned  with  complete  fuccefs,  what  is  common-*’ 
Jy  the  confequence?  A  momentary  fatisfadtion. 
may  arife — a  fudden  gleam  of  joy  may  dart  thro" 
the  mind;  but  it  is  foon  fucceeded  by  a  fettled 
and  umverfal  darknefs*  Let  Plerodias  view  with 
exintation  the  victim  qi  her  vengeance,  bleeding 
before  her !  Let  her  gaze,  with  fecret  complacency* 
upon  the  head  of  him  who  had  provoked  her,  now 
rendered  fpeecnlcfs  and  inoffcndve!  May  ihe  now 
pei fid  in  her  crimes  without  hefitauon?  Is  die  now 

any  more  fecure  from  difgrace  and  feproach? _ 

This  very  circumdance  of  her  treatment  of  the 
Baptid,  nas  branoed  her  name  with  infamy,  and 
tranl  mitted  it  down  to  poderity,  the  object  of  uni- 
verfal  detedation  to  all  who  read  theJ  gofpek— . 
Only  they  that  walk  uprightly ,  walk  fecurely .  — -Tht 
wicked  are  trapped  in  the  works  of  their  oWn  hands  , 
whiie  the  path  of  the  juft  is  as  tbejbining  light, ,  that 
jhineth  more  and  more  unto  the  perfect  day. 

Such  is  commonly  the  end  of  iniquity;  nor  is  its 

progrefs  dee  from  numberlcfs  difquietudes  andLan- 
Vol.IL  I<  x 
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xieties.  Virtue  is  ever  Heady  and  uniform,  but 
vice  is  always  abfurd  and  inconfiftent.  The  voice 
ofreafon  and  confcience  is  not  to  be  entirely  fup- 
prefled.  Let  fome  furpnfing  adventure  in  life,  or 
lb  me  fudden  fhock  of  misfortune,  call  them  off* 
for  a  moment,  from  their  pleafures  and  follies;  and 
the  moft  diffipated  will  begin  to  think  and  fpeak 
rationally.  Herod  was  of  the  fed  of  the  Saddu- 
cees,  zvho  fay  there  is  no  rejurre dfion ,  neither  angel , 
nor fpirii ;  yet  you  fee,  his  confcience  is  no  fooner 
alarmed,  than,  in  contradidion  to  his  own  princi¬ 
ples,  he  begins  to  affert,  John  is  rifen  from  the  dead . 
Ye  deluded  Tinners!  who  ftifle,  as  far  as  may  be, 
the  voice  of  reafon,  and  affed  to  defpife  the  ter¬ 
rors  of  religion;  who  fay  there  is  no  God  to  call 
you  into  judgment,  and  no  hell  to  punifn  your 
crimes ;  walk  on  in  the  fight  of  your  own  eyes,  and 
in  the  ways  of  your  own  evil  hearts!  Yet  be  af- 
fured,  when  the  pangs  of  death  begin,  to  lay  hold 
upon  you,  and  a  fearful  eternity  to  open  on  your 
view,  you  will  fhrink  with  inexpreffible  difmay 
from  the  dreadful  profped !  Horrible  forebodings 
will  feize  your  hearts,  and  fearful  vifions  will  di- 
ftrad  your  imagination!  And  then  you  will  con- 
fefs — and  then  it  will  be  evident  to  every  by-ftand- 
er,  that  the  end  of  the  upriglot  man  only  is  peace — 
that  we  mu  ft  come  unto  Jeflis,  and  learn  of  him, 
in  meeknefs  and  humility  of  heart,  if  we  would 
find  reft  to  our  fouls!  In  this  laft  extremity  of  na¬ 
ture,  the  miftaken  tendernefs  of  friends  may  at¬ 
tempt  to  difcredit  thefe  objeds  of  terror,  and  to 
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palliate  the  afflidted  Tinner’s  dill  refs.  It  is  Elias, 
or  it  is  one  of  the  prophets,  fay  the  Toothing  courtiers 
. — it  is  no  mejjenger  of  wrath  fent  to  alarm  the  king . 
Still  the  force  of  reafon  will  recoil — there  is  a  God> 
who  rules  in  the  armies  of  heaven,  and  over  the 
inhabitants  of  the  earth.  There  is  a  place  of  re¬ 
ward  and  punifhment.  Thofe  who  have  done 
good  Jhall  go  into  everlafting  life,  and  thofe  who 
have  done  evil  into  everlafting  mifery. 

And  what  remains,  my  beloved  brethren,  but  to 
afk,  if  the  words  that  have  been  now  fpoken,  are 
the  words  of  truth  and  fobernefs?  Do  they  not  de~ 
ferve  your  moft  ferious  confideration?  If  fuch  be 
the  joys  which  attend  fincere  religion,  and  fuch 
the  diftrefling  effedts  of  vice,  can  you  hefitate  a 
moment  which  to  prefer  ?  The  prophet  expoftulat- 
ed  with  the  Jews,  Why  will  ye  die ,  Ohoufe  ofljrael? 
With  how  much  more  propriety  may  we  addrefs 
the  fame  affectionate  admonition  to  you  Chriftians  ? 
Why  fhould  you  choofe  the  death  of  fin,  rather 
than  a  life  of  holinefs?  Are  the  ways  of  fin  more 
peaceful  and  pleafant,  than  thofe  of  religious 
wifdom  ?  Is  the  prefent  fervice  of  fatan  more  eafy, 
than  that  of  your  Lord  and  Saviour;  or  are  the  fu¬ 
ture  profpedts  of  wickednefs  more  fatisfaeftory,  than 
thofe  of  pure  religion?  Your  own  hearts  at  once 
decide  the  queftion;  and  you  are  ready  to  exclaim 
— Let  me  die  the  death  of  the  righteous ,  and  let  my  lajl 
end  be  like  his!  Follow  the  virtuous  impulfe!  And 
God  grant,  that  you  may  grow  in  grace,  and  ad¬ 
vance  from  one  degree  of  ftrength  and  refolution 
to  another,  till  you  grow  up  to  the  ftature  of  per-* 
feet  men  in  Chrift  Jefus* 
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■ 

Tet  all  this  availeth  me  nothing,  Jo  long  as  I  fee  Mor- 
decai  the  Jew  fitting  at  the  king's  gate. 


A  CONSIDERABLE  part  of  the  fcripture 

confifts  in  hiftory.  This,  though  it  may 
not  feem  fo  ufeful  and  important  as  other  parts, 
affords  much  inftru&ion.  and  teaches  us  many  ex¬ 
cellent  leflons.  The  lives  and  characters  of  great 
and  good  men  furnifli  us  with  examples  of  faith, 
of  patience,  and  ol  holinefs,  highly  worthy  our 

*  Since  this  difcourfe  came  to  hand,  the  Editors  have  rereb-ea  , 
line  from  the  Author,  informing,  that  fince  he  forwarded  ?he  ma! 
nufcript,  lie  has  underftood  that  Dr.  Hugh  Blair  has  publiilied  a 
difcourfe  upon  the  fame  fubjed,  and  express  his  doubts  relWt- 
ingthe  piopnety  of  publiftnng  the  prcfent.  In  comparing  the  two 
t-  ^“°rs  «e .convinced  that  there  will  be  no  ?  o™d  fc  e  1 

fhev  thee  ?mhOT’  e,'her  Up°n  the  fcore  inS,  or  del  eft 

the  worl  16  ““  “  t0  the  prds  as  a  valuable’acquiftion  to 

Editors. 
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imitation,  and  excite  us  to  walk  in  their  fteps, 
Nor  is  the  account  of  wicked  men  which  we  have 
recorded  in  the  word  of  God,  without  its  ufe. 
They  exhibit  in  their  lives,  a  ftriking  proof  of  the 
depravity  of  human  nature ;  and  by  viewing  their 
characters,  drawn  agreeably  to  truth  and  nature, 
and  painted  in  their  proper  colors;  we  are  led  to  ab« 
hor  their  vices, and  ftiunthofe  wicked  courfes,  which, 
if  peril  fled  in,  mutt  end  in  mifery  and  ruin. 

Among  the  many  wicked  men,  whofe  characters 
are  handed  down  to  us  in  the  feripture-hiftory, 
Ha  roan  is  one  of  the  mod  remarkable,  as  well  on 
account  of  the  bold  and  bloody  attempt  which  he 
made  to  deftroy  the  people  of  God,  as  the  fignai 
vengeance  which  overtook  him  as  the  juft  puuifti- 
ment  of  his  pride  and  cruelty.  In  him  we  have  a 
ftriki  ng  in  fiance  of  man’s  corruption,  and  a  preg¬ 
nant  example  of  the  inftability  of  temporal  things. 
He  was  fuddenly  raifed  to  the  higheft  pitch  of  pre¬ 
ferment,  and  as  fuddenly  tumbled  down.  One 
day  he  is  the  firft  favorite  and  prime  minifter  of 
the  mod  powerful  and  magnificent  prince  in  the 
world;  the  next,  he  dies  ignominioufly  upon  thq 
gibbet,  which  he  had  erected  for  his  enemy. 

The  fketch  which  the  feriptures  give  us  of  Ha- 
man’s  hiftory  is  fhort,  but  fufficient  to  develop 

his  true  character. 

In  the  beginning  of  the  third  chapter  we  are  in¬ 
formed  of  his  promotion.  After  thefe  things  did 
king  Ah  fuer us  promote  Human,  the  Jon  of  Hammed 'a- 
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tba  the  Agagite,  and  advanced  him,  and  Jet  his  feat 
above  all  the  princes  that  were  with  him.  He  is  here 
faid  to  be  an  Agagite,  from  which  it  is  probably 
conjectured,  that  he  was  of  the  race  of  the  Amale- 
kites,  who,  for  reafons  too  obvious  to  mention, 
w  ere  mortal  enemies  to  the  Jews.  And  this  made 
him  more  ready  to  attempt  the  utter  deftruCtion 
of  that  nation.  The  king  who  promoted  him,  is 
here  called  Ahafuerus.  In  profane  hiftory,  ac¬ 
cording  to  fome  chronoiogers,  he  is  known  by  the 
name  of  Artaxerxes  Longimanus;  but  by  others, 
with  greater  probability,  fuppofed  to  be  Darius 
Hyitafpes,  one  of  the  feven  Perfian  noblemen  who 
fle  .v  Smerdis  the  Magician,  who  had  ufurped  the 
throne  of  Perlia,  under  pretence,  that  he  was  the 
fon  of  Cyrus,  and  brother  of  Camoyfes.  His  do¬ 
minions  were  very  ex  ten  live;  fo*  we  are-  to;d  In 


this  boo;,  c!  Either,  that  he  reigrftd  over  a  hundred 
and  twenty -feven  provinces,  from  India  to  Ethiopia 


How  he  came  to  fet  his  affections  on  Ham  an,  or 
for  what  reafons  he  promoted  him,  we  are  not  in¬ 
formed.  It  is  plain  he  was  not  advanced  on  ac¬ 
count  of  his  merits;  for  he  was  a  man  void  of 
truth,  honor  and  integrity.  He  was  probably  an 
adroit  courtier,  expert  in  flattery,  and  by  falling 
in  with  the  king’s  humours,  and  miniftering  to  his 
pleafures,  artfully  wrought  himfelf  into  favor.—- 
This  is  the  common  road  to  preferment  with  fa¬ 
vorites,  who,  in  all  ages,  have  been  the  curie  of 
courts,  of  kings,  and  of  kingdoms.  But  by  what 
means  foever  lie  rofe,  he  wras  fuddenly  advanced. 


326 


reese. 

and  became  the  fecond  man  in  the  kingdom;  and 
13a;  ius  ilTued  orders,  that  all  the  other  courtiers 
lhould  bow  down  to  hint ,  and  do  him  reverence. 

All  who  wifhed  to  pay  their  court  to  the  favorite 
readily  complied  with  the  order.  But  Mordecai, 

a  captive  Jew,  refufed;  for  he  bowed  not ,  nor  did  him 

reverence „ 

For  what  reafon  Mordecai  refufed  to  comply 
■with  the  king’s  commandment,  is  not  very  clear. 
It  is  moft  probable,  that  he  thought  himfelf  pro- 
hioited  by  his  icligion,  rrom  giving  thole  extrava¬ 
gant  honors  to  Haman  which  were  required,  and  a- 
mountud  to  a  kmd  of  adoration.  That  this  was 
due  to  God  alone,  Mordecai  rightly  judged;  and 
he  chofe  rather  to  incur  the  difpleafure  both  of  the 
king  and  Haman,  than  offend  his  God.  Here  the 
good  man  affords  us  an  example  of  holy  courage 
and  confidence  in  the  divine  prote&ion,  well  wor¬ 
thy  of  our  notice  and  imitation — for  we  lhould  al¬ 
ways  remember,  that  God  is  to  be  feared  more 
than  man. 

This  behavior  of  Mordecai  foon  reached  the 
ears  of  Haman,  who  being  elated  with  pride,  on 
account  oi  his  late  preferment,  thought  it  an  un¬ 
pardonable  infult  upon  him,  and  was  full  of  wrath. 
Inwardly  chafed  and  fired  with  indignation,  he 
meditated  revenge.  But  bethought  font  to  lay  hands 
on  Mordecai  alone.  This  he  reckoned  a  paltry  re¬ 
venge  for  the  contempt  which  had  been  thrown 
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upon  him.  He  determines  to  ftrike  a  bold  Broke, 
and  take  vengeance  in  a  way  which  he  thought 
worthy  of  fo  great  a  man,  by  utterly  exterminat¬ 
ing  the  whole  nation  of  the  jews;  for  he  was  in¬ 
formed  that  Mordecai  was  of  that  race. 

lit  ordei  to  accomplifh  his  bloody  defigti,  he 
makes  application  to  the  king ;  and,  by  calumniat¬ 
ing  the  Jews,  prevails  upon  him  to  pafs  a  decree, 
that  they  fhould  be  ad  deflroyed.  The  king,  it 
feems,  never  enquired  into  the  merits  of  the  caufe. 
He  took  his  favorite’s  word  for  the  jufiice  and 
propriety  ol  the  meafure;  and  in  this  difcovered 
his  extreme  weaknefs  and  temerity.  He  was  whol¬ 
ly  under  the  government  of  his  minifier,  who  had 
obtained  an  entire  afcendant  over  him.  Without 
hesitation  or  deliberation  he  iigns  the  death-war¬ 
rant,  by  which  millions  of  innocent  perfons  were 
to  periih.  For  the  decree  extended  to  the  Tews 
who  had  returned  to  their  own  land,  which  was  a 
province  of  the  Perfian  empire. 

And  now  Haman  thought  himfelf  fecure  of  the 
moft  ample  revenge.  But  mark,  with  what  infi¬ 
nite  eafe  God  can  fruftrate  the  wicked  purpofes  of 
proud  afpiring  mortals,  turn  their  counfels  into 
foolifhnefs,  and  bring  their  mifchief  upon  their 
own  heads!  Haman  fails  into  the  net,  which  he 
himfelf  had  fpread  for  others.  It  feems  he  did  not 
know  that  the  queen  was  of  the  Jewifh  nation.— 
Her  God  makes  an  inftrument  for  the  deliverance 

or  his  people.  She,  by  the  advice  and  direction 

Vox,.  II.  Ss 
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of  her  uncle  Mordecai,  who  feems  ftill  to  have  re¬ 
tained  the  authority  of  a  father  over  her,  puts  her 
life  in  her  hands,  and  interpofes  in  behalf  of  her 
people — She  fucceeds.  In  order  to  bring  about 
the  deftruftion  of  their  enemy,  {lie  defires  the  king 
to  invite  Haman  to  a  banquet,  which  fhe  had  pre¬ 
pared  for  him.  The  king  grants  her  requeft,  and 
the  invitation  is  repeated.  Haman  thinking  this 
a  high  diftinclion,  and  a  mark  of  particular  favor, 
comes  home  to  his  wife  and  his  friends  with  a 
heart  elated  with  pride,  and  overwhelmed  with  joy, 
and  informs  them  of  the  glory  of  his  riches ,  and  the 
multitude  of  his  children ,  and  all  the  things  wherein  the 
king  had  promoted  him.  He  adds,  moreover,  that  queen 
Efiher  had  let  no  man  come  in  with  the  king  to  the 
banquet  which  Jhe  had  prepared,  but  himfelf;  and  that  • 
he  was  invited  to  come  again  to  her  on  the  next 
day.  Yet  all  this ,  fays  he  in  the  words  of  the  text, 
availetb  me  nothing,  fo  long  as  I  fee  Mordecai  the  Jew 
fitting  at  the  kings  gate . 

As  he  returned  from  the  banquet,  he  obferved 
that  Mordecai  did  not  fhow  him  that  refpedt 
which  was  required  ;  and  this  dafhed  all  his  plea- 
fure.  In  order,  therefore,  to  adminifter  comfort, 
his  wife  and  friends,  who,  it  feems,  were  nothing 
behind  himfelf,  either  in  ambition  or  cruelty,  ad- 
vife  him  to  have  a  gallows  raifed  fifty  cubits  high, 
and  fpeak  to  the  king  next  day,  that  Mordecai 
might  be  hanged  thereon.  The  hint  pleafed  him, 
and  he  gave  orders  that  the  gallows  ihould  be 
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made;  little  thinking  that  he  was  providing  a  gib¬ 
bet  for  himfelf. 

This  remarkable  piece  of  hiftory  affords  much 
ufeful  inftru&ion,  which  we  fhall  now  endeavor  to 
point  out. 

I.  From  this  paffage  of  hiftory  we  may  learn, 
that  ambition  is  infatiable  and  cruel  in  the  high- 
eft  degree. 

Could  ambition  be  fatisfied,  Haman  might  have 
been  contented  with  the  profufion  of  recent  hom¬ 
ers,  which  were  heaped  upon  him,  and  that  pitch 
of  power  and  greatnefs  to  which  he  was  railed.— 
No  fubjedt  could  be  more  highly  advanced.  He 
was  the  fecond  man  in  one  of  the  greateft  empires 
in  the  world.  He  was  the  chief  favorite  in  the 
Perfian  court,  fo  much  celebrated  for  its  riches 
and  fplendor;  and  the  darling  of  the  mo  ft  magni¬ 
ficent  monarch  upon  earth.  His  wealth  was  im- 
menfe;  for  he  offered  the  king  ten  tbonfand  talents 
for  executing  his  decree  againft  the  Jews.  Fie 
had  a  numerous  offspring  to  inherit  his  riches  and 
honors ;  and  nothing  feemed  to  be  wanting  to  ren¬ 
der  him  as  happy  as  the  things  of  this  world  could 
make  him.  Yet  all  this  availed  him  not  while  Mor- 
decai  was  at  the  gate .  And  fuppofe  Mordecai  had 
been  taken  out  of  the  way—fuppofe  he  had  fuc- 
ceeded  in  his  bloody  purpofe  of  cutting  off  the 
whole  jewifn  nation;  do  you  think  he  would  have 
*been  fatisfied?  No — there  would  ftill  have  been  a 
Mordecai  in  the  gate;  fomething  or  other  to  di- 
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fluro  his  reftlefs  mind.  In  all  probability  he  would 
have  next  afpired  to  the  kingdom.  He  would 
have  thought  /corn  to  be  any  longer  a  fubjecft,  and 
endeavoied  to  make  his  way  to  the  throne  of  Per— 
fia.  Suppofe  him  feated  on  the  throne — would 
he  have  been  contented  with  his  hundred  and  twen¬ 
ty -f  even -provinces  ?  Far  from  it.  He  would  have 
been  tor  adding  more,  and  fubduing  the  whole 
world;  and  even  then,  would  have  been  as  far 
from  being  fatisficd  as  ever.  Where  do  we  read 
that  the  greateft  conquerors,  or  moll  abfolute  mo- 
narchs  were  ever  fatisfied  with  their  power?  Was 
an  Alexander,  a  Caelar,  a  lamerlane,  or  any  other 
oi  the  icourges  of  God,  and  butchers  of  thewmrld, 
contented  with  their  acquifitions?  Alexander  con¬ 
quered  the  world ;  was  he  fatisfied  ?  No  fuch  mat¬ 
ter.  1  he  tear  of  Ambition  flowed,  becaufe  there 

were  no  more  worlds  to  conquer.  Ambition  never 
fays  enough — it  always  cries,  give >  give.  The  more 
ambitious  men  have,  the  more  they  want.  Let 
them  be  elevated  to  the  higheft  pitch  of  power 
and  grandeur  imaginable,  their  wild  reftlefs  fouls 
are  ft  ill  afpiring  at  fomething  greater.  There  is 
always  fomething  to  agitate  their  minds;  fo  that 
they  cannot  reft  in  contentment  and  tranquillity. 
There  is  always  a  Mordecai  in  the  gate.  Ambition 
is  as  cruel,  as  it  is  infatiable.  How  cruel  w7as  the 
ambition  of  Haman?— Becaufe  Mordecai,  from 
fome  religious  fcruples,  refufed  to  bow  down  to 
him,  nothing  but  his  blood  could  extinguifh  the 
rage  of  the  ambitious  tyrant.  Nor  did  he  think 
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that  fufficient.  The  whole  Jewifh  nation  muft  be 
immolated  to  appeafe  his  anger  and  glut  his  re¬ 
venge.  He  thought  it  beneath  fuch  a  great  man, 
as  he  was,  to  reek  his  vengeance  on  Mordecai  a- 
lone.  The  blood  of  innocent  millions  muft  atone 
for  the  neglect  of  one  man.  He  refembled  Nero, 
who  wiftied  that  all  the  Romans  had  one  neck,  that 
he  might  have  the  pleafure  of  cutting  them  all  off 
at  one  blow.  Ambition  fticks  at  nothing  to  com- 
pafs  its  defigns.  It  wades  to  empire  through  feas 
of  blood.  No  principles  of  religion,  virtue  or  hu¬ 
manity  can  reftrain  the  wretch,  whofe  ruling  paf- 
fion  is  the  luft  of  power.  He  will  facrifice  all  thcfe 
to  his  beloved  object.  Hold  up  a  crown,  or  a  king¬ 
dom,  or  even  an  inferior  object  to  fuch  a  man,  and 
he  will  ftop  at  no  a£t  of  cruelty,  however  horrid, 
which  he  thinks  may  forward  his  defigns.  Treach¬ 
ery,  poifon,  daggers,  and  all  the  inftruments  of 
death,  are  employed  without  remorfe.  He  cares 
not  how  much  blood  he  fpills,  nor  how  much  mi- 
fery  he  caufes,  if  he  can  only  gain  his  point. — 
Neither  the  defolation  of  countries,  nor  the  facking 
of  cities — neither  the  cries  of  widows,  nor  the  tears 
of  orphans,  not  the  weeping  voice  of  nature  itfelf, 
can  reftrain  him  in  his  ambitious  career.  After 
the  bloody  decree  was  paffed  which  doomed  a 
whole  nation,  both  young  and  old ,  little  children  and 
women,  to  rail  a  facrifice  at  the  fhrine  of  ambition, 
we  are  informed,  that  the  king  and  Human  fat  dozvn 
to  drink .  Having  iftued  orders  for  a  general  maf- 
facre  of  the  whole  nation,  and  difpatched  meffen- 


gers  into  all  the  provinces,  without  remorfe,  they 
lit  down  to  regale  themfelvcs  at  the  banquet.— 
Hardened  mongers!  who  never  ferioufly  reflected 
on  the  horrid  confequences  of  their  bloody  man¬ 
date;  or  reflecting,  did  not  relent  at  the  compli¬ 
cated  miferies  they  were  about  to  bring  upon  an 
innocent  people.  This  is  a  fpecimen  of  what  cruel 
and  ambitious  princes,  and  their  cruel  and  ambi¬ 
tious  minifters  can  do.  What  feas  of  blood  have 
been  died-  what  havock  of  the  human  race  has 
been  made  by  the  kings  and  Hamans  of  the  earth ! 
Goaded  on  by  ambition,  and  prompted  by  the  lull 
Oi.  power,  what  devaluation  have  they  fpread  over 
the  earth!  How  many,  infligated  by  the  third  of 
dominion,  have  violated  all  the  tender  ties  of  na¬ 
ture!  Sons  have  dethroned  and  flain  their  fathers, 
that  they  might  feize  their  kingdoms  and  poiTefs 
their  power!  fathers  have  murdered  all  their 
fons,  led  they  fhould  confpire  againd  them,  and 
rob  them  of  their  dominions.  Brothers  have  butch¬ 
ered  brothers;  and  it  is  a  common  thing  in  eadern 
countries,  for  the  reigning  prince  to  put  to  death 
all  his  relations,  and,  in  fhort,  all  the  perfons  in  his 
kingdom,  who  can  be  fuppofed  to  have  the  mod 
didant  claim  to  the  crown.  There  is  no  need  to 


produce  particular  indances  of  the  cruel  and  tra¬ 
gical  effeCfcs  of  pride  and  ambition.  The  fcrip- 
turcs  abound  with  them — the  hidory  of  the  world 
is  full  of  them,  and  exhibits  a  picture  of  human 
nature  as  lamentable  as  it  is  painful  and  fhocking 
to  a  humane  and  benevolent  heart!— The  hidory 
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of  the  human  race  is,  in  fadt,  a  hiftory  of  human 
guilt;  and  whatever  maybe  faid  of  the  dignity  of 
our  nature,  this  affords  a  clear  evidence  of  its  de¬ 
pravity. 

II.  From  the  hiftory  of  Haman  we  may  learn, 
that  no  man  can  be  happy,  while  he  is  under  the 
dominion  of  pride,  malice,  and  other  malevolent 
paffions. 

Haman’s  external  circumftances  were  fuch,  as 

feemed  to  promife  all  the  happinefs  which  this 
world  could  beftow.  He  had  not  only  food  to  eat , 

and  raiment  to  put  on,  but  lived  in  great  elegance 
and  fplendor.  He  was  immenfely  rich— he  had 
honors  fufficient  to  fatisfy  any  man  who  could  be 
fatisfied.  But  was  he  contented  and  happy?  Far 
from  it.  And  what  was  the  reafon?  Mordicai,  a 
poor  captive  jew,  was  at  the  gate,  and  would  not 
be  as  mannerly  as  he  defined.  This  was  the  caufe 
of  all  his  chagrin— -this  difturbed  his  proud  fpirir, 
and  deftroyed  all  that  fatisfa&ion  which  he  might- 
have  enjoyed  from  his  opulence,  and  the  frefh  hon¬ 
ors  which  were  heaped  upon  him.  What  availetb  all 
thefe  things,  fays  h e,fo  long  as  Mordecai  the  Jew fit- 
teth  at  the  king's  gate  ?  His  pride  would  not  fuffer 
him  to  reft.  Rage  and  envy  had  taken  poffeffion 
of  his  heart.  His  foul  was  inwardly  torn  with  in¬ 
dignation,  malice  and  hatred.  Mordecai  was  in 
the  gate.  This  deftroyed  his  peace,  and  threw  a 
dark  fhade  over  his  profperity. 

Thus  it  is  with  all  thofe  who  are  under  the  do¬ 
minion  of  malevolent  and  diabolical  paffions.  Let 
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a  man  be  as  happy  as  he  will  in  other  refpefls,  if 
his  mind  be  a  prey  to  pride,  malice,  hatred,  and 
other  inimical  paffions,  he  can  enjoy  no  true  peace. 
How  can  peace  and  tranquillity  reign  in  the  bread 
corroded  with  malice,  which,  like  a  vulture,  preys 
upon  the  mind,  and  even  emaciates  the  body? 
How  can  that  man,  who  continually  pines  with 
envy  at  the  profperity  of  others,  enjoy  any  true 
felicity  himfelf?  Thefe  are  all  painful  paffions — ■ 
the  poifcn  of  them  drinks  up  the  fpirits — and, 
while  we  are  under  their  dominion,  all  the  power, 
riches  and  honors  in  the  world,  cannot  make  us 
happy.  The  proud  man  will  always  find  enow  to 
mortify  him,  by  refufing  that  honor  and  refped, 
which  his  high  opinion  of  his  own  importance 
leads  him  to  expeft.  There  will  always  be  fome 
Mordecai  in  the  gate,  who  will  refufe  to  bow  down 
before  him,  however  great  he  may  think  himfelf. 
He  who  is  of  a  wrathful,  envious,  or  malicious  dif- 
pofition,  will  never  want  an  object  for  his  hatred 
and  malice.  Every  Hainan  will  find  a  Mordecai 
to  excite  his  indignation,  and  provoke  his  envy; 
and  while  he  is  under  the  government  of  thefe 
reftlefs  and  malignant  paffions,  he  never  can  be 
happy,  though  he  were  lord  of  the  whole  earth. — 
All  Hainan's  wealth  and  honors  availed  him  no¬ 
thing  while  he  faw  Mordecai  fitting  at  the  king’s 
gate. 

III.  Another  lefibn,  which  we  are  taught  by  this 
paffage  of  hiftory,  is>  that  thofe  things  which  men 
moft  defire,,  often  prove  their  ruin. 


Haman  was  a  man  of  unbounded  ambition: — * 
Accordingly,  there  was  nothing  he  fo  much  defired 
as  honor  and  preferment  He  obtained  what  he  fo 
vehemently  defired ;  and  it  proved  his  ruin.  Had 
he  not  been  fo  highly  advanced,  he  would  not  have 
been  fo  much  elated  with  pride,  nor  borne  it  fo 
hardly,  that  Mordecai  did  not  bow  down  to  him; 
nor  confequently  would  have  fallen  upon  thofe 
cruel  meafures,  which  finally  brought  him  to  the 
gallows.  So  intent  was  Haman  to  obtain  the  de¬ 
cree  agamft  the  Jews,  that  he  offered  the  immenfe 
fum  of  ten  thoufand  talents ;  and  yet  this  very  de¬ 
cree  brought  deftrudiion  on  himfelf,  and  his  whole 
family.  Thus  it  often  happens  to  blind  mortals. 
They  eagerly  purfue  thofe  very  things  which,  in  the 
end,  prove  their  ruin.  With  what  ardor  do  many 
define  and  purfue  riches?  And  how  frequently  do 
they  iffue  in  the  perdition  both  of  foul  and  body, 
in  time  and  eternity?  When  men  become  rich, 
they  commonly  become  proud;  their  hearts  are 
lifted  up,  and  they  look  down  upon  the  poor  with 
contempt.  They  grow  arrogant  and  tyrannical; 
and  thus  incur  the  refen t men t  of  their  neighbors, 
and  bring  a  load  of  hatred  upon  themfelves,  un¬ 
der  which  they  frequently  fink.  Filled  with  felf. 
confidence  and  felf-fufficiency,  they  forget  God, 
become  infenfible  of  their  dependence  upon  him, 
and  unthankful  for  his  mercies.  Whilft  eager  in 
tne  purfuit  of  wealth,  religion  is  neglected,  and  the 
ad-important  concerns  of  their  precious  immortal 
fouls  duregarded.  Thus  their  riches  which  they 
Vol.  II.  '  T  % 
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fo  anxioufly  defire,  at  laft  prove  the  deftru&ion  o£ 
their  immortal  and  better  part,  and  overwhelm 
them  in  eternal  mifery  and  defpair.  How  many 
are  there  who  confider  honor  and  preferment  as 
the  molt  definable  objects,  and  the  attainment  of 
them,  the  fummit  of  human  felicity  ?  Their  fu- 
preme  wifh  is  to  be  elevated  to  high  rank  and  pow¬ 
er — *0  be  confpicuous  in  the  eyes  of  mortals — to 
be  refpe&ed,  revered,  courted  and  flattered.  Like 
Haman,  they  would  have  all  men  to  bow  down  to 
them.  But  when  they  have  obtained  all  this, 
how  often  does  it  pave  the  way  to  their  ruin?  The 
higher  men  rife,  the  more  precarious  and  danger¬ 
ous  their  fituation  is,  and  the  more  liable  they  are 
to  fall.  There  is  a  certain  levelling  principle  in 
human  nature,  which  leads  men  to  pull  down  thofe 
who  are  above  them,  elpecially  if  they  become 
haughty  and  arrogant  by  their  elevation.  This, 
all  know,  is  a  very  common  cafe:  There  are  few 
who  can  bear  preferment  with  moderation ;  efpe- 
dally,  if  it  be  great  and  fudden.  Like  perfons  fud- 
denly  elevated  to  a  great  diftance  from  the  earth, 
their  heads  turn — -they  become  intoxicated  with 
their  power — and  commonly  ufe  it  in  fuch  a  man¬ 
ner,  as  to  create  to  themfelves  many  powerful  ene¬ 
mies,  who  are  eager  to  drag  them  down  from  their 
exalted  ftation.  And  they  often  find  means  to 
compafs  their  defigns.  Haman  is  but  one  of  many 
favorites  wTho  have  fuddeniy  fallen  from  the  zenith 
of  power  and  profperity,  and  ended  their  lives  on 
a  gibbet  or  a  fcaifold.  Poverty,  *  ignominy,  and 
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even  death  itfelf  oft-times  quickly  follow  the  ac¬ 
quisition  of  thofe  honors,  to  which  the  votaries  of 
power  and  pre-eminence  alpire  with  fo  much  ar¬ 
dour.  How  often  is  the  arbitrary  tyrant,  who, 
urged  by  ambition,  made  his  way  to  a  throne, 
fuddenly  dripped  of  his  crown,  and  reduced  to  the 
condition  of  the  meaneft  flave?  Exulting  in  the 
plenitude  of  his  recent  power,  he  knows  not  how 
to  ufe  it  with  moderation;  and  that  which  he  fo 
eagerly  purfued,  as  the  completion  of  his  wilhe-s, 
plunges  him  in  the  deepeft  mifery. 

IV.  We  learn  from  this  paffage  of  hiftory,  that 
men  are  often  taken  in  their  own  toils;  or  as  the 
fcripture  exprefles  it,  their  feet  are  taken  in  the  net 
: which  they  had  hid 

Haman  was  at  much  pains  to  eredt  a  gallows 
for  Mordecai,  and  he  was  hanged  on  it  himfelf. — 
He  was  literally  caught  in  his  own  fnare.  While 
he  was  uling  all  his  addrefs  in  planning  the  de- 
ftrudtion  of  Mordecai  and  the  Jews,  he  was  plan¬ 
ning  his  own  utter  ruin.  God  turned  his  iniquity 
upon  his  own  head ,  and  his  violent  dealings  upon  his 
pate.  Such  inftances  are  frequent.  How  many 
have  themfelves  drunk  the  deadly  draught  which 
they  had  prepared  for  another?  How  many,  who 
have  treacheroufly  lain  in  wait  to  affaffinate  others, 
have  fallen  in  the  attempt?  How  many,  whilft  en¬ 
deavoring  by  treachery,  calumny,  and  every  hellilh 
art,  to  undermine  and  delfroy  the  innocent,  have 
been  detedted  and  fuffered  the  dcferved  punilh- 
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“ ,hc  enmi‘>'  malice  of  the  wick. 

thee  are  ^ey  °  °VerflK>0t  thcmfel"s.  and  while 
'  a3/lng  trains  for  the  ruin  of  the  riehte- 

ofi-Tf  tneijfelves  !?lown  up-  They  may>  indeed, 

rh  /“ nCCCd  againfl  them>  as  we  ^  they  do;  but 
r  Cj  *  !  not  efcape  unpumdied.  Verily  there  is  a 
d  w  Jo judgetb  in  the  earth.  There  is  a  righteous 
JUQgtnent  to  come,  when  the  proud  oppreliors  of 

*"  e  earth  fha11  ftand  trembling  at  the  bar  of  heav¬ 
en  and  fuffer  the  due  punifhment  of  their  violence 
and  mjuftice.  Even  in  this  world,  the  Almighty 
ouen  makes  bare  his  arm  againft  them— arrefts 
tnem  in  the  midft  of  their  crimes,  and  turns  their 
violence  on  their  own  heads.  Thus  he  did  with 
Haman,  cauiing  him  to  fall  into  his  own  fhares. 
But  however  it  may  be  in  this  world,  they  fhall 
hei  eafter  mold  certainly  receive  the  reward  of  their 
iniquity ,  and  eat  the  fruit  of  their  own  doings.  God 
will  at  laft  plead  the  caufe  of  the  innocent,  and 
tase  vengeance  on  their  opprefTors.  Let  all  fuch, 
therefore,  remember,  that  while  they  are  plotting 
againft  the  righteous,  they  are  plotting  their  own 
ruin,  and,  like  Haman,  bringing  down  perdition 
on  tnemfelves,  either  in  this  or  a  coming  world. 
However  great  and  powerful  they  may  be— how 
•wealc  and  helplefs  foever  the  righteous  may  ap_ 

peai,  they  cannot  injure  them  with  impunity. _ 

They  have  a  powerful  protector — the  Almighty  is 
defence,  and  declares,  that  he  who  touchetb 
ire}/!,  toucoetb  the  apple  of  his  eye.  How  weak  and 
Contemptible  did  Mordecai  appear  in  the  eyes  of 
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Haman?  He  had  no  apprehenfion  that  one  fo 
great  and  powerful  as  he  was,  could  be  in  the  leaft 
danger  from  fuch  an  infignificant  creature,  as  a 
captive  Jew.  But  yet  God  fo  ordered  it,  that  this 
fame  Mordecai  was  the  inftrument  of  his  ruin.— 
He  dragged  him  down  from  his  lofty  pinnacle  of 
honor — firipped  him  of  all  his  wealth  and  gran¬ 
deur,  and  brought  him  to  an  ignominious  death. 
Though  weak  in  himfelf,  he  had  an  almighty  pro¬ 
testor;  and  the  God  whom  he  ferved,  delivered 
him  from  all  the  machinations  of  his  adverfary,  and 
turned  his  devices  upon  his  own  head. 

Let  us  improve  this  fubjeSt. 

r .  In  the  firft  place,  by  guarding  againft  a  cruel 
and  ambitious  temper. 

Ambition  is  not  confined  to  heroes  and  con¬ 
querors,  kings  and  courtiers.  It  is  frequently 
found  among  the  lower  orders  of  men.  Here,  in¬ 
deed,  it  is  not  fo  confpicuous,  becaufe  it  is  confin¬ 
ed  within  a  narrower  lphere,  and  has  not  a  field 
fo  ample  to  difplay  itfelf.  It  difeovers  itfelf,  how¬ 
ever,  plainly  enough.  It  does  not,  indeed,  afpire 
at  crowns  and  kingdoms — it  does  not  deftroy  na¬ 
tions,  or  fpread  havock  and  defolation  over  cities 
and  countries.  Thefe  exploits  of  wickednefs  are 
beyond  the  reach  of  the  ambitious  in  lowrer  rank, 
but  it  does  a  great  deal  of  mifehief  in  families, 
neighborhoods,  and  focieties,  by  exciting  hatred, 
wrath,  ftrife,  and  many  other  inimical  paffions. 
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which  deftroy  peace  and  concord,  and  produce 
the  moft  pernicious  effe&s  in  civil  and  religious 
focieties.  You  may  often  fee  a  whole  neighbor¬ 
hood  thrown  into  a  flame  by  two  or  three  men, 
wnofe  ambition,  perhaps,  rifes  no  higher  than  fome 
paltry  civil  office,  or  petty  commiffion,  which 
they  think  will  do  them  honor,  or  give  them  a  lit¬ 
tle  more  power.  And  they  make  no  fcruple  at  all 
to  lie,  calumniate,  undermine  and  betray  each  o- 
ther,  in  order  to  gain  their  point.  Want  of  pow¬ 
er,  and  dread  of  puniftiment,  reftrain  them  from 
going  further,  otherwife,  like  thofe  who  are  above 
all  law,  they  would  proceed  to  deftroy  all  who 
oppofe  them,  and  lay  wafte  the  world  with  fire  and 
fword.  Every  man  is  by  nature  a  tyrant.  There 
are  little  tyrants  as  well  as  great  ones.  Our  coun¬ 
try  is  full  of  petty  bafbaws>  who  exercife  a  tyranny 
as  cruel  and  abfolute  in  the  fmall  circle  of  their 
own  plantations,  and  over  their  miferable  flaves, 
as  the  moft  arbitrary  defpot  in  Alia.  And  if  inte- 
reft  and  cuftom  had  not  fteeled  their  hearts,  and 
fhut  their  ears  to  the  voice  of  nature,  and  the  dic¬ 
tates  ofreafon,  religion  and  humanity,  they  might 
foon  be  made  fenfible  of  it.  We  are  all  fo  prone  to 
abufe  power  when  once  we  have  gotten  it  into  our 
hands,  that  we  ftiould  be  jealous  of  ourfelves,  and 
watch  againft  the  cruel  effects  of  a  tyrannical  tem¬ 
per  towards  thofe  who  are  wholly  in  our  power. 
For  my  own  part,  I  cannot  help  trembling  for  my 
country  as  often  as  I  reflect,  that  God  is  juft,  and 
has  declared,  that  he  will  vindicate  the  oppreJ[ed>  and 
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punijh  the  opprejfor.  Let  us  all  then  learn  to  guard 
againfta  cruel  and  ambitious  temper.  It  becomes 
us,  as  Chriftians,  to  renounce  the  pomps  and  va¬ 
nities  of  this  world,  and  not  to  aim  at  earthly  pow¬ 
er  and  pre-eminence.  ' The  fajhion  of  this  world paf- 
feth  away .  All  its  glory,  pomp  and  power  mull 
fo on  vanilh  like  a  dream.  Let  us  then  feek  that 
honor  which  cometh  from  God — which  is  fubftan- 
tial  and  permanent,  and  not  covet  the  praife  of 
men.  In  honor  let  us  prefer  one  another ,  and  learn 
of  our  heavenly  mafter  to  be  meek  and  lowly  in 
heart.  God  ref  feth  the  proud >  hut  giveth  grace  to  the 
humble .  He  exalts  the  humble  Mordecai,but  hum¬ 
bles  the  proud  Haman,  and  brings  down  his  hon¬ 
or  to  the  dull. 

2.  From  what  has  been  faid,  let  us  learn  to  fhun 
malice,  envy,  and  all  the  malevolent  paffions. 

While  we  indulge  a  malicious,  envious  or  vin- 
diftive  temper,  all  genuine  peace  and  comfort 
mu  ft  be  banifned  from  our  breafts.  Thefe  and  fi- 
milar  paffions  are  as  inconfiftent  with  our  own  hap- 
pinefs  as  they  are  repugnant  to  the  fpirit  and  pre¬ 
cepts  of  the  gofpel,  to  which  we  are  bound  as 
Chriftians  to  conform  our  lives  and  tempers.  It  is 
the  peculiar  glory  of  our  religion  that  it  reprobates 
all  the  malignant  paffions,  and  inculcates  a  be¬ 
nevolent,  meek,  gentle,  and  forgiving  fpirit.  How¬ 
ever  rich,  powerful  and  profperous  we  may  be,  if 
we  are  under  the  government  of  malice,  hatred, 
envy,  and  other  diabolical  paffions,  we  cannot  fail 
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to  be  wretched  and  miferable.  Mordecai  in  & 
Rate  of  poverty  and  captivity,  enjoyed  more  genu¬ 
ine  latisfaiflion  and  tranquillity  of  mind,  than  Ha- 
man  in  the  midft  of  all  his  riches  and  honors.  It  is 
our  duty,  therefore,  as  well  as  our  happinefs,  to 
mortify  t'nofe  angry  and  hateful  pafiions,  and  cul¬ 
tivate  a  kind  and  benevolent  difpofition.  Let  char¬ 
ity  then,  with  all  her  mild  and  gentle  train,  take 
poffeffion  of  our  hearts,  and  reign  and  triumph 
there.  Thus  fhall  we  be  conformed  to  the  fpirit, 
and  governed  by  the  precepts  of  that  holy  religion 
which  we  profefs.  Finally,  let  us  learn,  agreeably 
tothecommand  and  example  of  our  Redeemer,  not 
only  to  love  our  friends,  but  even  our  enemies;  to 
llejs  them  that  curfe  us ,  and  to  pray  for  them  who  de - 
fpitefully  nfe  and  perforate  us ;  that  we  may  be  the 
children  of  our  Father  in  heaven,  who  maketh  his  fun  to 
jhine  upon  the  evil  and  good,  and fendeth  rain  m  the  jujl 
and  on  the  unjuft. 
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Proverbs  xxx.  7,8,9. 

*two  things  have  I  required  of  theet  deny  me  them  not 
before  I  die :  remove  far  from  me  vanity  and  lies  * 


give  me  neither  poverty  nor  riches  •  feed  me  with 
food  convenient  for  mei  left  I  be  full  and  deny  thee% 


and  fay\  zvho  is  the  Lord  ?  or  left  I  be  poor  and fteaf 
and  take  the  name  of  my  God  in  vain 


My  Brethren , 


LJ  R  dependent  condition  as  creatures,  and 


much  more  our  dangerous  condition  as  flu¬ 
tters,  expofed  to  daily  temptation,  renders  prayer 
a  duty  of  the  mo  ft  abfolute  neceftity.  You  muft 
all  be  fenfible,  how  frequent  and  preffing  the  ex¬ 
hortations  to  it  are  in  the  holy  fcriptures.  And, 
indeed,  there  cannot  be  a  better  evidence  of  a 
right  temper  of  mind,  than  an  habitual  difpofition 
to  the  exercife  of  this  duty. 
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But  as  prayer  is  a  neceffary  duty,  we  ought  t@ 
give  the  greater  attention  to  the  manner  in  which 
it  is  performed.  We  ought  to  afk  only  for  fuch 
things  as  are  truly  fafe  and  ufeful.  We  ought  al- 
fo  to  offer  up  our  prayers  with  importunity,  or 
referve,  according  to  the  nature  and  comparative 
importance  of  thofe  bleffings  we  defire  to  obtain. 
All  our  wants  are  perfectly  known  to  God  ;  he  is 
alfo  the  befl  judge  of  what  is  fit  for  us,  and  there¬ 
fore,  our  petitions  fhould  be  well  weighed,  and 
expreffed  in  fuch  terms,  as,  at  the  fame  time  that 
they  intimate  our  defires,  leave  much  to  himfelf, 
as  to  the  meafure  and  manner  of  fatisfying  them. 

We  have  an  excellent  example  of  this  pious  and 
prudent  conduit,  in  the  prayer  of  the  prophet 
Agur,  juft  read  in  your  hearing.  Ail  his  requefts 
are  fummed  up  in  two  general  heads.  Thefe  he 
feems  to  inffft  upon,  as  abfolutely  neceffary  to  afk, 
with  that  humble,  holy  confidence  which  is  found¬ 
ed  on  the  divine  promife,  that  if  we  afk  any  thing, 
agreeable  to  his  will,  he  heareth  us.  He  feems 
alfo  to  afk  them,  as  what  would  ful fy  fatisfy  him, 
and  be  fufficient  for  the  comfort  of  the  prefent 
life,  and  the  happinefs  of  the  life  to  come.  Two 
things ,  fays  he,  have  I  required  of  thee ,  deny  me 
them  not  before ,  or,  as  it  ought  rather  to  be  trans¬ 
lated,  until  I  die. 

Thefe  two  requefts  are  conceived  in  the  follow¬ 
ing  terms.  Remove  far  from  me  vanity  and  lies,  give 
me  neither  poverty  nor  riches .  The  firft,  viz.  remove 
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far  from  me  vanity  and  lies ,  evidently  relates  to  the 
temper  of  his  mind,  and  the  date  of  his  foul.  The 
fecond,  viz.  give  me  neither  poverty  nor  riches ,  re¬ 
lates  to  his  outward  condition  or  circumftances  in 
the  prefent  life.  There  are  two  things  in  the 
general  Ifru&ure  of  this  comprehenlive  prayer, 
that  merit  your  particular  attention,  Firft,  The 
order  of  his  requeft ;  beginning  with  what  is  of 
mod  importance,  the  temper  of  his  mind,  and 
his  hope  towards  God ;  and  then  adding,  as  but 
deferving  the  fecond  place,  what  related  to  his 
prefent  accommodation. 

Secondly ,  The  connexion  of  his  requefts.  The 
choice  he  makes  as  to  his  temporal  condition,  is 
in  immediate  and  direct  fubferviency  to  his  fanc- 
tification.  This  is  plain  from  the  arguments  with 
which  he  prefles,  or  the  reafons  which  he  affigns 
for  his  fecond  petition.  Give  me  neither  poverty 
nor  riches ,  left  I  be  full  and  deny  thee,  and  fay ,  who 
is  the  Lord  ?  or  left  I  be  poor  and  fteal ,  and  take  the 
name  of  my  God  in  vain  „ 

My  brethren,  I  am  perfuaded  that  this  fubjedfc 
can  hardly  be,  at  any  time,  unfeafonable  to  a 
Chriftian  afiembly,  as  our  mifplaced,  excefiive, 
and  unreafonable  defires  are  the  greateft  enemies 
to  our  progrefs  in  holinefs,  as  well  as  to  our  com« 
fort  and  peace.  Perhaps,  however,  there  are  fome 
circumflances  that  render  it  peculiarly  proper  for 
this  auditory.  Young  perfons  are  very  apt  to 
cherifh  vafl  and  boundlefs  defires  as  to  outward 
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things ;  and  having  not  yet  experienced  the  de- 
ceitfulnefs  of  the  world,  are  apt  to  entertain  exceff- 
ive  and  extravagant  hopes.  The  truth  is,  rich  and 
poor,  young  and  old,  may  here  receive  a  leffon  of 
the  utmoft  moment. 

Let  me  therefore  intreat  your  attention,  while  I 
endeavor  to  open  and  improve  this  paflage  of  the 
holy  fcriptures ;  beginning,  at  this  time,  with  the 
foft  requeft— Remove  far  from  me  vanity  and  lies « 

In  difcourfing  on  which,  I  will  endeavor, 

I.  To  explain  the  import  of  it,  or  fhew  at  what 
It  chiefly  points,  and  to  what  it  may  be  fuppofed 
to  extend, 

II.  Apply  the  fubjeft  for  your  inftrucfion  and 
dire&ion, 

I.  I  am  to  explain  the  import  of  the  prophet's 
prayer,  or  fhew  at  what  it  chiefly  points,  and  to 
what  it  may  be  fuppofed  to  extend,  in  the  peti¬ 
tion,  Remove  far  from  me  vanity  and  lies .  The  word 
vanity ,  efpecially  when  it  is  joined,  as  it  is  fre-* 
quently  in  fcripture,  with  lying,  or  lies ,  is  of  a  very 
Urge  and  comprehenfive  fignification.  The  word 
in  the  original,  tranflated  vanity ,  properly  fignifies 
light nefs  or  emptinefs  ;  and  lies  fignify  falfehood ,  in 
©ppofition  to  truth . 

I  imagine  we  fhall  have  a  clear  conception, 
both  of  the  meaning  and  force  of  this  phrafe,  if  we 
make  the  following  remark ;  God  himfelf  is  the 


WITHERSPOON. 


347 


great  fountain  of  life  and  exiftence ;  the  great  I 
AM,  as  he  emphatically  fty  les  him  felt  to  Mofes  ; 
the  original  and  the  only  reality,  it  I  may  to  ipeak. 
All  other  beings  have  only  a  dependent  and  pre¬ 
carious  exiftence ;  fo  that  the  creation  ltfelf,  tno 
his  own  work,  compared  to  him,  is  vanity.  Van¬ 
ity  of  vanities ,  faith  the  prea  cher,  vanity  of  vanities % 
all  is  vanity .  Therefore,  in  a  particular  manner, 
the  word  is  often  ufed  to  denote  the  folly  of  all  i- 
dolatrous  worfhip ;  or  the  giving  the  refpech  and 
honor  to  any  thing  elfe,  which  is  due  to  God  alone. 
<They  have  moved  me  to  jealoufy  with  that  which  is  not 
God,  they  have  provoked  me  to  anger  with  their  vani¬ 
ties.  Are  there  any  among  the  vanities  of  the  Gentiles t 
that  can  caufe  rain  ;  or  can  the  heavens  give  f sowers, 
art  thou  not  he,  0  Lord  our  God  f 

Sometimes  it  is  ufed  to  denote  the  folly,  or  un¬ 
projit  ablenefs  of  any  vice,  and  particularly  of  an  ill- 
founded  conceit  of  ourfelves,  as  well  as  of  all  fraud 
and  diffimulation,  in  word  or  addon.  So  that  this 
prayer  for  our  fouls,  fhort  as  it  appears  to  be* 
when  coniidered  in  its  full  extent,  will  be  found 
to  contain  a  great  variety  of  important  matter. — 
This  I  fhall  endeavor  to  give  you  a  brief  account 
of,  under  the  following  particulars. 

i.  We  are  hereby  taught  to  pray,  that  we  may 
be  preferved  by  divine  grace,  from  all  falfe  and 
erroneous  principles  in  religion ;  fo  as  we  may 
neither  be  deceived  by  them  ourfelves,  nor  any 
way  inltrumental  in  deceiving  others.  This,  by 
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what  has  been  faid  of  the  ufe  of  the  words  in  fcrip- 
ture,  appears  to  be  implied  in  the  requeft,  and  it 
is  of  more  moment  than  fome  are  willing  to  allow. 
The  undemanding  being  the  leading  faculty,  an 
error  there,  fpreads  its  unhappy  influence  through 
the  whole  temper  and  life.  Whereas,  on  the  con- 
t rary,  light  in  the  mind,  produces  fidelity  and  fie— 
curity  in  the  confcience,  and  tendernefs  in  the 
converfation.  You  may  obferve,  that  through  the 
whole  hiftory  of  the  old  teftament,  idolatry,  or  a 
departure  from  the  knowledge  and  worfhip  of  the 
true  God,  is  the  leading  fin,  and  the  fruitful  fource 
of  every  other  vicious  pra&ice.  We  fometimes, 
indeed,  feem  to  ftand  aftonilhed  at  the  exceflive 
pronenefs  of  the  ancient  Jews  to  this  fin.  But  we 
need  only  a  little  reflexion  to  difcover,  that  an  e- 
vil  heart  of  unbelief  continues  the  fame  at  bot-  - 
tom,  and  daily  produces  the  like  dangerous  effedls. 
How  prone  have  men  been  in  all  ages,  to  depart 
from  the  fimplicity  of  the  truth !  In  how  many 
different  fhapes  have  they  perverted  it !  One  age, 
or  one  country,  has  been  polluted  by  one  error 5 
and  another  by  an  oppofite  ;  impelled  by  the  un- 
ftable  and  irregular  fancies  of  men  of  corrupt 
minds.  In  the  laft  age,  the  great  theme  of  the 
carnal  reafoner  was,  to  attempt  to  expofe  the 
fcripture-dodxine  of  God's  certain  knowledge, 
and  precife  ordination  of  all  events ;  and  in  this, 
fate  and  necefiity,  have  become  the  ftrong  hold  of 
infidelity,  and  are  embraced,  or  feem  to  be  embra¬ 
ced,  by  every  enemy  of  true  religion  without  ex>» 
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ceptiom  Error,  fhifting  its  ground,  indeed,  is  but 
natural ;  for  lying  vanities  are  innumerable  ;  but 
the  true  God  is  the  fame  yejierday ,  to  day ,  and  for 
ever .  > 

At  this  very  time,  how  abounding  and  prevalent 
is  infidelity,  calling  in  queftion  the  mod  import¬ 
ant  and  fundamental  principles,  both  of  natural  and 
revealed  religion!  And  how  properly  is  this  de¬ 
ferred,  by  the  exprellion  in  the  text,  vanity  and 
lies ;  for  it  always  takes  its  rife  from  the  pride  and 
vanity  of  the  human  heart?  Sometimes  a  pride  of 
underftanding,  which  afpires  to  pafs  judgment  on 
things  far  above  its  reach,  and  condemn  things  long 
before  they  are  examined  and  under  flood:  Some¬ 
times,  alfo,  from  a  prideof  heart,  or  felf-fufficiency* 
that  is  unable  to  endure  the  humbling  and  morti¬ 
fying  view,  given  us  in  feripture,  of  our  character 
and  date.  Oh  how  readily  do  men  turn  afide  from  the 
truth!  With  what  greedinefs  do  they  drink  in  the 
flattering  but  deftru&ive  poifon!  Need  I  point 
out  to  you  the  fatal  effects  of  fuch  principles  tak¬ 
ing  place?  It  loofens  the  obligations  to  obedience, 
takes  off  the  edge  of  the  reproofs  of  confcience, 
and  thus  removing  reflraints,  leaves  men,  in  the 
emphatical  language  of  the  holy  feripture,  to  walk 
in  the  ways  of  their  own  hearts ,  and  in  the  fight  of  their 
own  eyes . 

But  in  .this  requefl,  remove  far  from  me  vanity  and 
lies,  I  would  not  have  you  confine  your  views  to 
the  molt  grofs  infidelity  and  avowed  opposition  to 
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God.  Pray  alfo,  that  you  may  be  preferved  from 
error,  or  miftake  of  any  kind;  but  efpecially  fuch 

as  have  the  greateft  influence  on  the  fubftance  of 
religion. 

A  clear  apprebenfion  of  the  holy  nature,  and 
righteous  government  of  God— the  infinite  evil  of 
fin- — the  foundation  of  our  peace  in  the  blood  of 
the  atonement — and  the  renewing  of  our  natures 
by  the  Holy  Ghoft,  feem  to  me  abfolutely  necef- 
fary  to  true  and  undefiled  religion.  And  they  are 
the  truths,  which  particularly  ferve  to  exalt  the 
creator,  and  lay  the  creature  in  the  duft.  When, 
therefore,  we  coniider  how  grateful  to  corrupt  na¬ 
ture  every  thing  is,  that  tends  to  fofter  pride — to 
create  fecurity,  and  let  the  mind  at  eafe,  in  the  in¬ 
dulgence  of  fin;  we  muff  be  fenfible  of  how  great 
importance  it  is,  to  pray  for  divine  direction,  and 
divine  prefervation.  Nothing  is  more  dangerous 
to  men  than  confidence  and  prefumption — no¬ 
thing  more  ufefui,  in  faith  and  and  practice,  than 
humility  and  felf-denial. 

2.  This  prayer  implies,  a  defire  that  we  may  be 
preferved  from  fetting  our  affedions  on  fuch  ob¬ 
jects,  as  are  but  vain  and  unfatisfying,  and  will,  in 
the  end,  disappoint  our  expedition.  I  take  this 
to  be  not  only  a  part,  but  a  very  important  part  of 
the  prophet’s  meaning.  The  world  is  the  great 
fource  of  temptation;  the  powerful  and  unhappy 
influence  of  which  we  may  daily  fee;  or  rather,  all 
of  us  daily  and  ienfibly  fed.  What  is  it  pofl'dTes 
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the  fancy,  mifleads  the  judgment,  inflames  the  af- 
fedtions,  confumes  the  time,  and  ruins  the  foul, 
but  thefe  prefent  enjoyments,  of  which  the  wifefl: 
of  men,  after  a  full  trial  of  them,  hath  left  us  their 
character  vanity  of  vanities. 

I  am  fenfible  that  I  have  now  entered  upon  a 
fubjedt,  which  is  far  from  being  difficult  to  enlarge 
upon,  and  yet,  perhaps,  very  difficult  to  treat  with 
propriety,  or  in  fuch  a  manner,  as  to  have  the  in¬ 
tended  effedf.  There  is  nothing  more  eafy  than> 
in  a  bold  declamatory  way,  to  draw  pidtures  of 
the  vanity  of  human  life.  It  hath  been  done  by 
thoufands,  when,  after  all  their  broken  fchemes,and 
difappointed  views,  they  have  juft  fuffered  fli ip- 
wreck  upon  the  coaft  of  the  enchanted  land  of 
hope.  But  from  fuch  men  we  may  expedt  to  hear 
the  language  of  defpair,  rather  than  of  experience; 
and  as  it  is  too  late  for  the  inftrudtion  of  the  Of¬ 
ferers,  fo  it  very  rarely  has  any  effect  in  warning 
others  to  avoid  the  danger.  What  I  would,  there¬ 
fore,  willingly  attempt,  is,  to  confider  this  matter 
in  a  fober  fcriptural  light;  if  fo  be,  that  it  may 
pleafe  God  to  carry  convidtion  to  our  hearts,  and 
make  it  truly  ufeful,  both  to  fpeaker  and  hearers. 

Let  me,  therefore,  my  brethren,  point  out  to 
you,  precifely,  wherein  the  vanity  of  the  world 
lieth.  The  world,  in  itfelf,  is  the  workmanlhip  of 
God,  and  every  thing  that  is  done  in  it,  is  by  the 
ordination,  or  permiffion  of  God.  As  fuch,  it  is 
good,  and  may  be  ufed  in  fubferviency  to  his  hon- 
Vo l.  II.  X  x 
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or,  and  our  own  peace.  But  through  the  corrup¬ 
tion  of  our  nature,  the  creature  becomes  the  rival 

and  competitor  of  the  creator  for  our  hearts. _ 

When  we  place  our  fupreme  happinefs  upon  it, 
inflead  of  making  it  a  mean  of  leading  us  to  God, 
then  its  inheient  vanity  immediately  appears.-— 
When  men  allow  themfelves  in  the  indulgence  of 
vicious  pleafurcs,  how  juftly  may  they  be  called 
vanity  and  lies  f  3  hey  are  fmiling  and  inviting  to 
appearance,  but  how  dreadful  and  deftru&ive  in 
their  effects  ?  Whoredom  and  wine,  and  new  wine  tak- 
eth  away  the  heart.  Thofe  who  refufe  to  be  con¬ 
fined  by  the  laws  of  piety  and  fobriety,  vainly  think 
they  are  walking  at  liberty,  when  they  are  bring¬ 
ing  themfelves  into  fubjedtion  to  the  fevereft  and 
moft  inflexible  of  all  mailers.  Read  the  juft 
and  linking  defcription,  by  Solomon,  of  the  ef¬ 
fects  of  whoredom;  and  refledl  on  the  innumera¬ 
ble  calamities  brought,  in  every  age,  on  perfons 
and  families  by  unbridled  lull.  See  alfo  the  ef¬ 
fects  of  intemperance  and  excefs —Wine  is  a  mock¬ 
er,  jlrong  drink  is  raging,  and  zvhofoever  is  deceived 
thereby  is  not  wife.  And  again ;  the  drunkard  and 
gluttonjhall  come  to  poverty.  Look  not  upon  the  wine 
when  it  is  red,  when  it  giveth  its  colour  in  the  cup 
when  it  movelh  i tf elf  aright :  at  lajt,  it  bit  eth  like  a 
Jerpent ,  and  ftingeth  like  an  adder. 

Think  on  the  unhappy  confequences,  ofdiflion- 
efty  and  fraud.  Bread  of  deceit  is  fweet  to  a  man, 
but  afterwards  his  viculh  Jhall  be  filed  with  gravel. — - 
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You  may  alfo  fee,  in  innumerable  paffages  of 
fcripture,  that  oppreflion  of  others,  as  it  is  a  fin  of 
thedeepeft  dye,  fo  it  is  often  remarkably  overtaken, 
and  punifhed  in  the  courfe  of  Providence,  even  in 
the  prefent  life.  Envy  thou  not  the  opprejfor,  and 
chooje  none  of  his  ways  ;  for  the  fro  zvarJ  ts  abomination 
to  the  Lord ,  but  his fecret  is  with  the  righteous.  The 
curfe  of  the  Lord  is  in  the  houfe  of  the  wicked)  but  he 
blejfeth  the  habitation  of  the  juft. 

But  there  is  fomethingmore  in  this  requeft,  than 
being  preferved  from  practices  directly  vicious; 
for  the  fetting  of  our  hearts  upon  worldly  things, 
and  making  them  our  chief  portion  and  delight,  is 
certainly  feeking  after  vanity  and  lies.  They  are  far 
from  affording  that  happinefs  and  peace,  which  we 
demand  of  them,  and  expedt  from  them.  A  little 
that  a  righteous  man  hath,  is  better  than  the  riches  of 
many  wicked.  Can  there  be  any  thing  more  com¬ 
fortable  to  experience,  than  that  ftrong  expreilion 

_ Thou prepare  ft  a  table  for  me  in  the  prefence  of  mine 

enemies,  thou  anointeft  my  head  with  oil,  my  cup  run¬ 
neth  over.  You  may  elfe  find  in  the  word  of  God* 
many  warnings  of  the  folly  of  thofe,  who  travel 
in  the  path  of  ambition,  and  put  their  truft  in  man. 
Surely  men  of  low  degree  are  vanity,  and  men  of  high 
degree  are  a  lie.  Put  not  your  truft  in  princes,  nor  in 
the  fan  of  man,  in  zvhom  there  is  no  help.  Happy  is  he, 
that  hath  the  God  of  Jacob  for  his  help,  whofe  hope  is 
in  the  Lord  his  God.  But  the  mod  comprcheniivc 
remark  of  all,  upon  this  fubjedt,  is,  that  human 
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life  itfelf  is  f0  exceedingly  precarious,  that  it  mu  ft 
write  vanity  and  emptinejs  on  every  thing,  the  pof- 
ieffion  and  ufe  of  which  is  confined  to  theprefent 
ftate.  Behold  thou  haft  made  my  days  as  an  hand- 
breadth.  What  a  ftriking  picture  does  our  Lord 
draw  of  the  vanity  of  human  happinefs,  in  that  pa¬ 
rable  of  the  ground  of  the  rich  man,  which  brought 
foi  th  plentifully  ?  And,  he  thought  within  himjelf,  Jay- 
ingy  what  Jball  1  ao ,  becaufe  I  have  no  room  where  to 
beftow  my  fruit  s? — And  while  this  man  is  fedulouf- 
ly  employed  in  making  provifion  for  a  long  and 
happy  life,  God f aid  unto  him,  thou  fool,  this  night  Jball 
thy  foul  be  required  of  thee,  then  whofe Jball  thofe  things 
bey  which  thou  haft  provided? 

The  whole  of  the  preceding  reprefentation  may 
be  fummed  up  in  this  excellent  fentence  of  the 
wife  man:  The  wicked  worketh a  deceitful  work  •  but 
to  him  that  foweth  right  e oufly Jh  all  be  a  Jure  reward * 

Now,  my  brethren,  need  I  add,  how  prone  we 
are  to  be  led  affray,  in  a  greater  or  lefs  degree,  by 
fuch  vanity  and  lies? — I  do  not  infiff  upon  the 
many  victims,  which,  in  every  age,  have  been  feen 
to  fall  by  the  deffruCtive  hand  of  vice.  How  many 
have  been  ruined  by  luff,  (lain  by  intemperance, 
or  beggared  by  difhonefty  !  But  I  intreat  you  par¬ 
ticularly  to  obferve,  that  when  we  fet  our  affec¬ 
tions  immoderately  upon  any  earthly  objeCt  or 
enjoyment,  or  when  they  are  not  truly  fanCtified ; 
how  much  they  difappoint  our  expectation  in  pof- 
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feffion,  and  what  fcenes  of  diftrefs  we  prepare  for 
ourfelves  by  their  removal. 

3.  This  requeft,  remove  far  from  me  vanity  and 
lies ,  implies,  that  God  would  gracioufly  preferve 
us  from  deceiving  ourfelves,  and  thinking  our  cha¬ 
racter  better,  and  our  (late  fafer  than  it  really  is. 
When  we  take  a  view  of  the  flate  of  the  world, 
and  the  conduct  of  thofe  who  have  not  yet  caft  off 
all  belief  of  eternity,  and  a  judgment  to  come,  it 
is  impoffible  to  account  for  their  fecurity,  but  by  a 
great  degree  of  felf-deceit.  We  may  fay  of  them 
with  the  prophet  Ifaiah.  He  feedeth  of  afbes ,*  a  de¬ 
ceived  heart  hath  turned  him  afde ,  that  he  cannot  de¬ 
liver  his  foul ,  nor  fay\  Is  there  not  a  lie  in  my  right 
hand ?  And  from  the  reprefentation  given  by  our 
Saviour,  it  is  plain,  that  many  fhall  continue  in 
their  miftake,  and  only  be  undeceived  at  the  lafc 
day.  Not  every  one  that  faith  unto  me>  Lord ,  Lord \ 
foall  enter  into  the  kingdom  of  heaven.  How  awful  a 
reflection  this!  How  dreadful  a  difappointment 
to  difcover  our  mifery,  only  when  there  is  no  more 
hope  of  efcaping  it!  Is  there  not  a  poffibility  of 
this  being  the  cafe  with  many  of  you,  my  breth¬ 
ren;  and  do  you  not  tremble  at  the  thought?  I 
would  not  wilh  any,  in  general,  to  give  way  to  a 
fpirit  of  bondage,  or  flavifh  fear;  but  the  beft  of 
the  children  of  God  have  often  difcovered  this 
holy  jealoufy  of  themfelves.  kVbo  can  underfund 
his  errors?  Cleanfe  thou  me  from  fecret  faults.  Keep 
hack  thy  fervant  alfo  from  prefumptuous  Jins  ;  let  them 
have  dominion  over  me ,  then  pall  1  be  upright,  and 
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IJJjall  be  innocent  from  the  great  tranfgreffion .  And 
again;  Search  me ,  0  know  my  hearts  try 

me,  and  know  my  thoughts;  and  fee  if  there  be  any 
wicked  way  in  me,  and  lead  me  in  the  way  everlafling a 

This  leads  me  naturally  to  add  upon  this  fub- 
ject,  that  we  ought  to  pray  for  prefervation  from 
leif-deceit,  as  to  particular  branches  of  our  cha¬ 
racter  and  conduit,  as  well  as  our  general  ftate. _ _ 

Many,  even  upon  the  whole  good  men,  are  occa- 
fionally  and  infenlibly  brought,  for  a  feafon,  under 
the  direction  of  linful  paiTions.  They  may  be  in¬ 
dulging  themfelves  without  fufpicion,  in  what  is, 
notwithftanding,  really  provoking  to  God,  injuri¬ 
ous  or  offenfive  to  others,  and,  in  the  iffue,  hurtful 
to  their  own  peace.  They  may  be  making  an  en¬ 
joyment  a  talent,  a  relation  an  idol,  when  they 
think  they  are  keeping  within  the  bounds  of  duty. 
1  hey  may  be  indulging  a  linful  refentment,  when 
they  think  they  are  promoting  the  glory  of  God. 
Many  an  excufe  for  negledting  commanded  duty, 
from  prudence  or  difficulty,  fatisfies  ourfelves, 
which  will  not  Hand  in  the  day  of  trial.  What 
reafon  for  the  prophet's  prayer  in  the  fenfe  juft  now 
afligned ;  Remove  far  from  me  vanity  and  lies . 


4.  In  the  next  place,  this  requeft  implies,  a  de¬ 
fire  to  be  preferved  from  pride  and  felf-conceit, 
upon  any  fubjedt.  There  is  not  any  thing  that  af¬ 
fords  a  ftronger  evidence  of  our  being  unacquaint¬ 
ed  with  ourfelves,  and  our  own  ftate,  than  that  pro¬ 


to  pride  and  vanity,  which  is  fo  common 
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to  us  all.  It  is  thought  by  many,  that  pride  was 
the  iin  of  the  angels,  that  call  them  down  to  hell. 
It  is  plain,  that  pride  was  the  main  ingredient  in 
the  firft  fin  of  man.  And  perhaps  it  is  a  juft,  and 
proper  defcription  of  all  fin  as  fuch,  that  it  is  a  de¬ 
throning  of  God,  and  fetting  up  felf  to  be  loved, 
honored  and  ferved  in  his  room.  This  fin  is  by 
no  means  confined  to  the  woi*ft  of  men,  in  whom 
it  hath  an  abfolute  dominion;  but  retains  and  dis¬ 
covers  an  unhappy  influence  in  the  very  beft.— 
Every  thing  may  be  the  fuel  of  pride ;  our  perfons, 
our  performances,  our  relations,  our  pofteffions; 
nay,  lb  pliable,  and  at  the  fame  time  fo  prepofter- 
ous  is  this  difpofition,  that  men  are  found  fome- 
times  proud  of  their  very  vices  and  defe&s.  But 
how  ill  do  pride  and  vanity  fuit  fuch  poor  mortals 
as  we  are,  who  Icem  born  but  to  die? — Who,  after 
pafiing  through  a  longer  or  Ihorter  feries  of  weak- 
nefles,  difappointmentsand  troubles,  muft,  at  laft, 
be  laid  in  the  filent  grave,  to  moulder  in  the  dull:. 
We  are  dependant  creatures,  who  have  nothing, 
and  can  have  nothing'  but  wnat  we  receive  from 
the  unmerited  favor  of  God.  We  are  unwife  and 
ignorant  creatures,  who  know  nothing  to  the  bot¬ 
tom,  and  therefore,  are  liable  to  continual  miftakes 
in  our  conduct.  I  hole  among  us,  who  have  the 
greateft  comprehenfion  of  mind,  and  know  mod • 
as  it  ferves  to  Ihew  the  comparative  ignorance  of 
the  bulk  of  mankind,  fo  it  ferves  to  convince  them- 
felves  how  little  they  do  know,  and  how  little  they 
can  know  after  all,  compared  with  what  is  to  them 

unfearchable. 
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But  above  all,  we  are  finful  creatures,  who  have 
rendered  ourfelves,  by  our  guilt,  the  juft  objects  of 
divine  diipleafure.  Is  there  any  who  dares  to 
plead  exemption  from  this  charader?  And  do 
pride  and  vanity  become  thofe,  to  whom  they  mani- 
feftly  belong?  Can  any  thing  be  more  foolifh,  than 
indulging  fuch  difpofitions?  There  is  a  very  juft 
expreffton  of  one  of  the  apocryphal  writers :  Pride 
was  not  made  for  man>  nor  a  high  look  for  him  that  is 
lorn  of  a  woman.  Indeed  they  are  fo  evidently  un- 
fuitable  to  our  ftate  and  circumftances,  that  one 
would  think,  we  fhould  need  no  higher  principle 
than  our  own  reafon  and  obfervation  to  keep  us 
free  from  them.  We  do,  however,  need  the  moft 
earned:  and  affiduous  addreffes  to  the  throne  ofgrace, 
to  have  all  pride  and  vanity  removed  from  us. — 
How  hateful  is  pride  to  God !  We  are  told,  he  re- 
fijleth  the  proud.  On  the  contrary,  no  difpofition 
is  more  amiable  in  his  fight,  than  humility.  He 
giveth  grace  to  the  humble.  And  again:  To  this  man 
will  1  look ,  even  to  him  that  is  poor  and  of  a  contrite 
fpirit y  and  tremble th  at  my  word.  For  thus  faith  the 
high  and  lofty  One,  that  inhabiteth  eternity ,  zvbofe  name 
is  holy ;  I  dwell  in  the  high  and  holy  place ,  with  him 
alfoy  that  is  of  a  contrite  and  humble  fpirit ;  to  revive 
the  fpirit  of  the  humble ,  and  to  revive  the  heart  of  the 

+  i  i  •  - '  • 

contrite  ones. 

It  mull,  therefore,  be  the  duty,  and  intereft  of 
every  good  man,  not  only  to  refift  pride  and  va¬ 
nity,  but  to  make  it  a  part  of  his  daily  fupplica- 
tion  to  God,  that  he  may  effectually  be  delivered 
from  both. 
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5-  In  the  laft  place:  This  requeft  implies  a 
delire  to  be  delivered  from  fraud  and  diffimula- 
tion  01  every  kind.  It  is  one  of  the  glorious  at¬ 
tributes  of  God,  that  he  is  a  God  of  truth,  who 
will  not,  and  who  cannot  lie.  He  alfo  requires  of 
all  his  fervants,  and  is  delighted  with  truth  in  the 
inward  parts.  But  there  feems  to  be  fome  diffi¬ 
culty  in  this  part  of  the  fubjedt,  more  than  in  the 
others.  Some  will  fay,  why  pray  to  be  delivered 
mom  fraud  and  diffimulation  ?  This  might  be  an 
exhortation  to  the  finner,  but  cannot  be  the  pray¬ 
er  of  the  penitent.  If  they  are  fincere  in  their  pray¬ 
er,  it  feems  impoffible  there  can  be  any  danger  of 
fraud.  Fraud  implies  deliberation  anddefign; 
and  though  it  may  be  concealed  from  others  upon 
whom  it  is  exercifed,  it  can  never  be  concealed 
from  the  perfon  in  whom  it  dwells,  and  by  whom 
it  is  contrived.  This  is  the  very  language  of  fome 
reafoners,  who  infer  from  it,  that  though  there  are 
many  other  fins  to  which  a  man  may  be  liable 
without  knowing  it,  yet  this  can  never  be  the  cafe 
with  diffimulation. 

But,  my  brethren,  if  we  confider  how  apt  men 
are,  upon  a  fudden  temptation  of  fear  or  fhame,  or 
the  profpetft  of  fome  advantage  to  themfcives,>  to 
depart  from  ftrift  veracity,  and  even  to  juftify  to 
their  own  minds,  fome  kinds  and  degrees  of  de¬ 
ceptions,  we  fhall  fee  the  abfolute  neceffiry  of  ma¬ 
king  this  a  part  of  our  prayer  to  God.  Nay,  per¬ 
haps  1  may  go  further  and  fay,  that  we  are  as  rea- 
Vql.  II.  Y  y 
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dy  to  “deceive  ourfeives  in  this  point  as  in  any 
other. 

Upon  this  important  fubjedt,  there  is  one  con- 
^deration  ro  which  I  earneftly  intreat  your  atten¬ 
tion.  Thorough  fincerity,  fimplicity  and  truth, 
upon  every  fubjedt,  have,  in  the  world,  fo  much 
the  appearance  of  weaknefs ;  and  on  the  contrary, 
being  able  to  manage  and  over-reach  others,  has 
fo  much  the  appearance  of  fuperior  wifdom,  that 
men  are  very  liable  to  temptacion  from  this  quar¬ 
ter.  It  is  to  be  lamented  that  our  language  itfelf, 
if  I  may  fo  fpeak,  has  received  a  criminal  taint ; 
for  in  common  difcourfe  the  expreffion,  a  plain 
well-meaning  man  is  always  apprehended  to  imply, 
together  with  fincerity,  feme  degree  of  weaknefs  ; 
although,  indeed,  it  is  a  character  of  all  others  the 
mold  noble.  In  recommendation  of  this  character 
let  me  obferve,  that  in  this,  as  in  all  the  particu¬ 
lars  mentioned  above,  the  wicked  worketh  a  deceit - 
ful  zvork  ;  but  he  that  walketh  uprightly  walketh  Jure - 
ly.  Suppofing  a  man  to  have  the  prudence  and 
diferetion  not  to  fpeak  without  neceffity ;  I  affirm 
there  is  no  end  which  a  good  man  ought  to  aim  at, 
which  may  not  be  more  certainly,  fafely,  and  fpee- 
dily  obtained  by  the  ftrideft  and  moft  inviolable 
fincerity,  than  by  any  ads  of  diffimulation  what¬ 
ever. 

But  after  all,  what  fignify  any  ends  of  prefent 
conveniency,  which  diffimulation  may  pretend 
to  aufwer,  compared  to  the  favor  of  God,  which 
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is  forfeited  by  it  ?  Hear  what  the  Pfalmift  fays. 
Who, Jhall  abide  in  thy  tabernacle ,  who  Jfoall  dzvell  in 
ihy  holy  hill  ?  He  that  walketh  uprightly  and  zvorketh 
righteoufnefs,  and fpeaketh  the  truih  in  his  heart. — 
Let  us,  therefore,  add  this  to  the  other  views  of  the 
prophet’s  comprehenfive  prayer — Remove  far  from 
me  vanity  and  lies . 

For  the  improvement  of  this  part  of  the  fub- 
jedt,  obferve, 

r.  You  may  learn  from  it  how  to  attain,  not 
only  a  juftnefs  and  propriety,  but  a  readinels  and 
fullnefs  in  the  duty  of  prayer. 

Nothing  is  a  greater  hindrance,  either  to  the 
fervency  of  our  affedtions,  or  the  force  of  our  ex¬ 
pressions  in  prayer,  than  when  the  objedt  of  our  de- 
lires  is  confufed  and  general.  But  when  we  per¬ 
ceive  clearly  what  it  is  that  is  needful  to  us,  and 
how  much  we  do  need  it,  this  gives  us,  indeed,  the 
fpirit  of  /application.  Perhaps  it  is  more  neceffary 
to  attend  to  this  circumftance,  in  what  we  afk  for 
our  fouls  than  for  our  bodies.  When  we  want  any 
thing  that  relates  to  prefent  conveniency,  it  is 
clearly  underflood,  becaufe  it  is  fenfibly  felt. — 
There  is  no  difficulty  in  crying  for  deliverance 
from  poverty,  licknefs,  reproach,  or  any  other 
earthly  fuffering ;  nay,  the  difficulty  here  is  not  in 
exciting  our  defires,  but  in  moderating  them;  not 
in  producing  fervor,  but  in  promoting  fubmiffion: 
But  in  what  relates  to  our  fouls,  becaufe  many  or 
jdioft  temptations  are  agreeable  to  the  flefh,we  fore- 


J 


362  WITHERSPOON. 

fee  danger  lefs  perfectly,  and  even  feel  it  lefs  fen* 
fibiy ;  therefore,  a  clofe  and  deliberate  attention  to 
our  fituation  and  trials,  as  opened  in  the  preceding 
difcourle,  is  of  the  utmoft  moment,  both  to  carry 
us  to  the  throne  of  grace,  and  to  direct  our  fpirit  when 

2.  What  hath  been  faid  will  ferve  to  excite  us 
to  habitual  watchfulnefs,  and  to  diredl  our  daily 
converfation.  The  fame  things  that  are  the  fub- 
jedls  of  prayer,  are  alfo  the  objedts  of  diligence.— . 
Piayer  and  diligence  are  joined  by  our  Saviour 
ana  ought  never  to  be  feparated  by  his  people. -I 
Prayer  without  watchfulnefs  is  not  fxncere,  and 
watchfulnefs  without  prayer  will  not  be  fuccefsful. 
The  lame  views  of  fin  and  duty— of  the  llrength 
and  frequency  of  temptation,  and  the  weaknefs  of 
the  tempted  lead  equally  to  both.  Let  me  befeech 
you  then,  to  walk  circumfpedtly,  not  as  fools,  but 
as  wife.  Maintain  an  habitual  diffidence  of  your- 
felves  Attend  to  the  various  dangers  to  which 
you  are  expofed.  Watchfulnefs  ofnfelf  will  fave 
you  from  many  temptations,  and  will  give  you  an 
inward  warrant,  and  humble  confidence,  to  alk  of 
God  fupport  under,  and  deliverance  from  fuch  as 
it  is  impoffible  to  avoid. 

3  .  In  the  lad  place,  fince  every  thingcomprehend- 
ed  in  the  petition  in  the  text,  is  viewed  in  the  light 
of  iaifehood  and  deceit,  fuffer  me,  in  the  mod  earned: 
manner,  to  recommend  to  my  hearers,  and  parti¬ 
cularly  to  all  the  young  perfons  under  my  care, 
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4lu  invariable  adherence  to  truth,  ana  the  moji  undij- 
guijed  fmplicity.  and  fmcerity  in  the  whole  of  their  cm- 
'verfation  and  carriage.  I  do  not  know  where  to  be¬ 
gin  or  end  in  fpeaking  of  the  excellency  and  beau¬ 
ty  of  fmcerity,  or  the  bafenefs  of  falfehood.  Sin¬ 
cerity  is  amiable,  honorable  and  profitable.  It  is 
the  moll  ftiining  part  of  a  commendable  character, 
and  the  moft  winning  apology  for  any  mifcarriage 
or  unadvifed  a  cl  ion.  There  is  fcarcely  any  adliqn 
in  itfelf  fo  bad,  as  what  is  implied  in  the  hardened 
front  of  him  who  covers  the  truth  with  a  lie:  Be¬ 
sides,  it  is  always  a  fign  of  long  practice  in-wick- 
ednefs.  Any  man  may  be  feduced  or  furprifed 
into  a  fault,  but  none  but  the  habitual  viilain  can 
deny  it  with  fteady  calmnefs  and  obftinacy.  la 
this  refpe<5l,  we  unhappily  find  fome  who  are  young 
offenders  but  old  Turners. 

It  is  not  in  religion  only,  but  even  among 
worldly  men,  that  lying  is  counted  the  utmoft 
pitch  of  bafenefs ;  and  to  be  called  a  liar  the  moji 
inf uppor table  reproach.  No  wonder,  indeed,  for  it  is 
the  very  effence  of  cowardice  to  dare  to  do  a  thing 
which  you  have  not  courage  to  avow.  The  very 
worft  of  finners  are  fenfible  of  it  themfelves,  for 
they  deeply  refent  the  imputation  of  it;  and,  if  I 
do  not  miftake,  have  never  yet  arrived  at  the  ab- 
furdity  of  defending  it.  There  is  fcarcely  any  o- 
ther  crime,  but  fome  are  profligate  enough  to  boafl: 
of  it ;  but  I  do  not  remember  ever  to  have  heard 
of  any  who  made  his  boafl,  that  he  was  a  liar.  To 
crown  all,  lying  is  the  moft  wretched  folly.  Juftly 
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docs  Solomon  fa  y ;  A  lying  tongue  is  but  fora  moment . 
It  is  eafily  difcovered.  Truth  is  a  firm  confident 
thing,  every  part  of  which  agrees  with,  and  ftrong- 
ly  fupports  another.  But  lies  are  not  only  repug¬ 
nant  to  truth,  but  repugnant  to  each  other;  and 
commonly  the  means,  like  a  treacherous  thief,  of 
the  detection  of  the  whole.  Let  rne,  therefore, 
once  more  recommend  to  every  one  of  you,  the 
noble  charader  of  fincerity.— Endeavor  to  eftalifh 
your  credit  in  this  refped  fo  entirely,  that  every 
word  you  fpeak  may  be  beyond  the  imputation  of 
deceit;  fo  that  enemies  may,  themfelves,  be  fenfi- 

ble,  that  though  you  fhould  abufe  them,  you  will 
pever  deceive  them. 
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SEEKING  a  COMPETENCY  in  the 
WISDOM  of  PROVIDENCE, 

b  y 

JOHN  WITHERSPOON,  D.  D.  L.  L.  D. 

Col.  N.  C.  P. 


Proverbs  xxx.  8. 

Give  me  neither  poverty *  nor  riches  •  feed  vie  with 

food  convenient  for  me . 

I  PROCEED  now  to  confider  the  fecond  branch 
of  the  prophet's  prayer*  which  regards  his 
outward  condition*  or  circumftances*  in  the  pre- 
fent  world.  On  this  fubjeft  he  exprefies  himfelf 
thus :  Give  me  neither  poverty  nor  riches , 

Do  not  think*  my  brethren*  that  this  is  a  fubjed; 
of  little  importance ;  or  that  it  is  unconnected  with 
the  fpirituai  life.  On  the  contrary*  there  are  few 
things  of  more  moment*  than  to  have  our  defires 
of  temporal  bleffings  limited  and  directed  in  a 
proper  manner.  Not  only  is  worldly  mindednefi; 
the  evcrlafting  ruin  of  thofe  who  are  entirely  un-, 
der  its  dominion ;  but  even  good  men  are  liable 
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to  many  temptations  from  the  fame  quarter.  They 
may  hurt  their  own  peace,  give  offence  to  others, 
or  Idlen  their  ufefulnefs  by  a  finful  excefs  in  their 
attachment  to  the  world,  or  by  a  criminal  negli¬ 
gence  in  not  giving  a  prudent  and  proper  atten¬ 
tion  to  it.  Be  not  lurprifed  that  I  have  mention¬ 
ed  the  Icijt  ot  thele  as  well  as  thejfr/f,  for  the  pro¬ 
phet  prays  for  deliverance  from  the  temptation 
arifing  from  both  extremes.  Idlenefs  and  floth 
are  as  contrary  to  true  religion,  as  either  avarice 
or  ambition;  and  the  habit  when  once  taken,  is 
perhaps  more  difficult  to  remove. 

In  order  to  treat  this  fubjeft  with  the  greater 
difrinctnefs,  I  fhall  Firji  fhew  you  what  we  may 
learn  in  general  from  this  prayer:  Secondly ,  ex¬ 
plain  the  particular  objeftof  the  prophet’s  defire; 
and  in  the  lajl  -place ,  make  applications  ©f  what 

ftiay  be  faid  by  recommending  it  to  your  choice. 

<  .  . 

I.  In  the  firft  place  then,  we  may  learn  in  ge¬ 
neral  from  this  requeft,  that  it  is  lawful  to  pray 
for  temporal  bldlings.  It  is  not  unworthy  of  a 
Chriftian,  whole  converfation  is  in  heaven,  to  afk 
of  God,  what  is  neceffary  to  his  fupport  and  pre- 
fervation  in  the  prefent  life.  If  I  were  to  men¬ 
tion  all  the  examples  of  this  in  fcripture,  I  fhould 
tranfcribe  a  great  part  of  the  Bible.  Though  in¬ 
ferior  in  their  nature  and  value  to  fpiritual  blef- 
fings,  they  are  neceffary  in  their  place;  and  it  is 
Upon  this  footing  they  are  exprcfsly  put  by  our 
Saviour.  Tour  heavenly  Father  knoweth  that  ye 
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have  need  of  all  theje  things.  They  are  needful  to 
the  prolonging  of  our  natural  life  till  we  finifh  our 
work,  and  are  fitted  for  our  reward.  Therefore, 
tho’  miracles  are  a  kind  of  fufpenfion  of  the  laws  of 
nature,  and  the  ordinary  courfe  of  providence  % 
yet  we  find  God  fometimes  working  a  miracle  to 
fupply  the  wants  of  his  fervants.  It  had  been  no 
more  difficult  for  God  to  have  kept  Elijah  from 
hungering,  than  to  have  made  the  eagles  fetch  him 
provifion;  or  to  have  made,  as  in  another  cafe,  a 
barrel  of  meal,  or  a  cruife  of  oil,  the  lading  and 
fufficient  fupport  of  a  whole  family.  But  he 
choofes  rather  to  fupply  the  wants  of  his  people., 
than  caufe  them  to  ceafe,  that  he  may  keep  their 
dependance  conflantly  in  their  view,  and  that  a 
fcnfe  of  their  neceffities  may  oblige  them  to  have- 
continual  recourfe  to  him  for  relief. 

Again,  we  may  here  learn,  that  God  is  the  real 
and  proper  giver  oi  every  temporal,  as  well  as  of 
e  very  fpirituai  bleffing.  A  fentiment  this,  of  the 
utmoft  confequerice,  to  be  engraven  upon  the 
heart.  We  have  here  an  inftance  out  of  many, 
in  which  truths  known  and  confefied  by  all,  have 
notwithfianding  little  hold  upon  the  mind.  How 
few  are  truly  fenfible  of  their  continual  obligations 
to  the  God  of  life?  Confider,  I  befeech  you,  that 
whatever  you  poffefs  of  any  kind,  it  is  the  gift  of 
God.  He  holdeth  your  foul  in  life,  and  guards 
you  by  his  providence  in  your  going  out  and  in 
your  coming  in.  He  covereth  your  table  and  fil- 

Vol.  II.  Z  z 
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leth  your  cup.  Have  you  riches?  It  is  by  the 
bleffing  of  the  God  of  heaven — The  blefftng  of  the 
Lord,  faith  the  pfalmift,  it  maketh  rich.  But  then 
/halt  remember  the  Lord  thy  God,  for  it  is  he  that  giv- 
eth  thee  power  to  get  wealth.  Have  you  credit  and 
reputation  ?  It  is  God  that  hideth  you  from  the 
ftripes  of  tongues.  Thou  Jhalt  be  hid  from  the J courge 
of  the  tongue,  neither  Jhalt  thou  be  afraid  of  deftmSion 
when  it  cometh.  Have  you  friends  ?  It  is  he  that 
giveth  you  favor  in  their  fight.  Have  you  talents 
and  parts?  It  is  the  infpiralion  of  the  Almighty  that 
giveth  thee  underftanding. 

II.  Le  t  us  now  explain  the  particular  tenor  of 
this  petition,  and  point  out  the  objed  of  the  pro¬ 
phet’s  defire ;  Give  me  neither  poverty  nor  riches. 
It  is  plain  we  are  not  to  fuppofe  the  prophet,  in 
any  degree,  refufing  fubmiffion  to  the  will  of  God, 
by  his  thus  making  choice  of  a  particular  ftate  of 
life — Doubtlefs  he  refolved  to  be  at  God’s  difpo- 
fal,  and  believed  that  he  was  able  to  fandify  to 
him  a  ftate  of  the  higheft  profperity,  or  of  the 
deepeft  adverftty.  It  was  no  diftruft  on  God,  but 
jelf-denial  and  diffidence  of  his  own  ftrength  that 
fuggefted  this  prayer.  Therefore,  in  adjufting 
his  defires  and  expedations,  he  pitches  upon  that 
Hate  that  appeared  to  him  liable  to  the  feweft 
fnares.  Thus  our  bleffed  Saviour,  though  it  is 
his  will  that  we  fhouid  fear  no  enemy  when  going 
out  in  divine  ftrength,  yet  teaches  us  to  pray — - 
Lead  us  not  into  temptation. 


d 


- 


WITHERSPOON.  369 

Poverty  and  riches  are  here  mentioned  as  the 
two  extremes ;  in  neither  of  which  we  fhould  wifh 
to  be  placed,  but  in  a  fafer  middle  between  the 
two;  fo  as,  if  it  pleafe  God,  we  may  neither  be 
urged  by  preffing  necefiity,  nor  over-loaded  with 
Rich  abundance  as  we  may  be  in  danger  of  abufing. 

But  perhaps  fome  will  fay,  where  is  the  middle? 
How  ftiall  we  be  able  to  determine  what  we  ought 
to  defxre,  fince  there  is  fo  immenfe  a  diftance,  and 
fo  many  intermediate  degrees  between  the  extre¬ 
mity  of  want,  and  the  countlefs  treafures  of  the 
wealthy  ? 

But,  my  brethren,  if  we  do  not  hearken  to  the 
jllufive  calls  of  ambition,  avarice  and  lull,  it  is  by 
no  means  difficult  to  apprehend  the  meaning  of 
the  prophet,  and  apply  it  to  perfons  of  every  rank. 
Regard,  no  doubt,  is  to  be  had  to  the  various  Ra¬ 
tions  in  which  God  hath  thought  fit  to  place  us. 
This  difference  of  ftation  requires  fupplies  of  the 
conveniencies  of  life,  fuited  to  the  part  we  are 
bound  to  ad.  That  manner  of  life  which  would 
be  decent  and  liberal  in  one  ftation,  would  be 
reckoned  mean  and  fordid  in  another.  Therefore 
what  would  be  plenty  and  fulnefs  to  perfons  in  in¬ 
ferior  ftations,  would  be  extreme  poverty  to  per¬ 
fons  placed,  and  called  to  ad,  in  higher  and  more 
exalted  fpheres.  But  after  we  have  taken  in  the 
confideration  of  every  difference  that  may  happen 
on  this  fcore,  there  is  fomething  in  the  prayer  that 
belongs  in  common  to  perfons  of  all  Jlations ,  name- 
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iy,  that  we  fhould  be  modeft  in  our  defires  after 
temporal  good  things,  and  take  care  not  to  afk 
only  to  gratify  a  fenfual  inclination,  but  for  what 

really  neceflary  or  ufeful  to  us.  The  laft  is  rea- 
ionable  and  allowable,  the  other  is  unreafonable, 
and  juftly  condemned  by  the  apoftle  James.  Te 
afa  and  receive  not,  becaufe  ye  ajk  amifs,  that  ye  may 
conjume  it  upon  your  lujts. 

But  the  fir  ft  part  of  this  requeft  is  explained  by 
the  laft,  contained  in  the  words,  feed  me  with  food 
convenient  for  me.  That  we  may  be  able  to  enter 
into  the  true  fpirit  of  this  petition,  I  fhall  juft 
compare  it  with  fome  other  fcriptural  forms  of 
prayer  on  the  fame  fubjedt,  and  then  endeavor  to 
point  out  what  I  take  to  be  the  chief  inftrudion 
intended  to  be  conveyed  to  us  by  it. 

As  to  the  fcripture  forms  of  prayer  for  temporal 
provifion,  the  precedence  is  undoubtedly  due  to 
that  excellent  form  left  us  by  our  Saviour,  in 
which  we  find  this  petition.  Give  us  this  day  our 
daily  bread.  You  may  next  attend  to  the  prayer 
put  up  by  Jacob  in  ancient  times.  And  Jacob 
voxvea  a  vow,  faying,  if  God  will  be  with  me,  and  will 
keep  me  in  this  way  that  I  go,  and  will  give  me 
bread  to  eat,  and  raiment  to  put  on,fo  that  I  come  again 
to  my  father  s  houfe  in  peace,  then  fhall  the  Lord  be  my 
God.  It  is  more  than  probable  that  the  apoftle 
Paul  alludes  to  Jacob’s  expreffion,  in  his  excellent 
advice  to  all  Chriftians.  But  godlinefs  with  con¬ 
tentment  is  great  gam,  for  we  brought  nothing  into  tbij 
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world,  and  it  is  certain  we  can  carry  nothing  out ;  and 
having  food  and  raiment,  let  us  be  therewith  content . 
But  they  that  will  be  rich ,  fall  into  temptation  and  a 
fnare,  and  into  many  foolijh  and  hurtful  lufts,  which 
drown  men  in  deftrudfion  and  perdition  -for  the  love 
of  money  is  the  root  of  all  evil,  which  while  fome  covet¬ 
ed  after,  they  have  erred  from  the  faith,  and  pierced 
ihemfelves  through  with  many  forrows. 

It  is  obvious  to  remark,  that  all  thefe  prayers  and 
this  apoftolic  counfel  run  in  the  fame  flrain.  They 
all  begin  and  are  founded  upon  a  regard  to  God, 
and  a  mind  rightly  difpofed  towards  him:  If  the 
ford,  fays  Jacob,  zvill  be  with  me— Remove,  fays 
Agur  in  my  text,  far  from  me  vanity  and  lies .  Our 
Saviour  begins  his  prayer  with  petitions  for  the 
glory  of  God,  with  which  the  happinefs  of  our 
fouls  is  infeparably  connected ;  and  the  apoftle 
maintains  godlinefs  as  the  great  fource  of  content¬ 
ment  with  our  portion  in  this  life. 

We  may  further  obferve,  that  there  is  the  fame 
method  obferved  in  all  thefe  prayers.  The  ex- 
preffions  vary  a  little,  but  the  requeft  is  the  fame. 
Jacob  wifhes  for  the  divine  protection,  with  food 
to  eat,  and  raiment  to  put  on.  Agur  for  food  con¬ 
venient  for  him;  and  in  the  Lord's  prayer  we  aft 
for  our  daily  bread.  There  is  no  fpecifying  of  any 
particulars— no  mention  made  of  this  or  the  other 
quantity  of  provifion.  Their  defires  are  fummed 
up  in  this  general  requeft,  and  the  quantity  and 
quality  wholly  referred  to  the  good  pleafure  of 
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God.  It  is  certain  that  God  hath  fometimes 
granted  to  his  own  people,  riches  in  great  abund¬ 
ance;  and,  at  the  fame  time,  has  given  his  bleiling 

to  enjoy  them,  and  honored  the  poffifibrs,  by  ena¬ 
bling  them  to  glorify  him  in  theufeand  aoplication 
of  them.  But  the  dired  defire  of  riches  I  do  not 
think,  hath  any  warrant  from  precept  or  example 
in  his  word.  And  wThen  they  are  bellowed  as  a 
blefling,  and  not  a  curfe,  it  is  commonly  on  thofe 
who,  by  their  fuperior  concern  about  the  better 
part,  (hew  that  they  will  put  them  to  their  proper 
ufc,  as  in  the  cafe  of  Solomon,  recorded  in  the  firlt 
book  of  Kings.  In  Gibeon  the  Lord  appeared  to  So¬ 
lomon  in  a  dream  by  night ;  and  God  j 'aid ,  ajk  what  1 
Juab  give  thee .  And  he  faid,  give  thy  fervant  an  under- 
finding  heart.  And  the  fpeech  pleafed  the  Lord ,  that 
Solomon  had  ajked  this  thing.  And  God  faid y  becaufe 
thou  haft  ajked  this  things  and  haft  not  afked  for  thyfelf 
long  life ,  neither  haft  ajked  riches  for  thyfelf  nor  ' haft 
afked  the  life  of  thine  enemies ,  hit  haft  afked  for  thyfelf 
underjianding,  to  difeern  judgment :  Behold  I  have  done 
according  to  thy  words  *  loi  I  have  given  thee  a  wife 
and  an  underfunding  hearty  fo  that  there  was  none  like 
thee  before  thee ,  neither  after  thee  fkall  any  arife  like 
unto  thee.  And  I  have  alfo  given  thee  that  which 
thou  haft  not  afked ,  both  riches  and  honor. 

Now  this  I  take  to  be  the  main  inftrudion  in¬ 
tended  robe  given  us  with  refped  to  our  pray¬ 
ers  for  temporal  mercies;  that  we  fhould  not  pre¬ 
tend  to  fet  bounds  to  God,  but  leave  the  meafure 
of  them  to  his  determination. 
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For  further  explaining  this  truth,  and,  at  the 
fame  time,  recommending  it  to  your  regard,  be 
pleafed  to  attend  to  the  following  obfervations. 

i .  Confid er  that  God,  infinitely  wife,  as  well  as  gra¬ 
cious,  is  certainly  the  beft  judge  of  what  is  moft  fit 
and  convenient  for  us.  We  know  fo  little  of  our- 
felves,  that  we  really  know  not  how  we  fhould  be¬ 
have,  if  placed  in  particular  circumftances,  until 
we  are  tried.  The  world  has  actually  feen  many 
examples  of  thofe,  who  were  loud  in  their  accufa- 
tions  of  others,  behaving  worfe  when  placed  in  the 
fame  Rations.  And,  indeed,  I  fhould  naturally 
exped:,  that  an  impatient,  envious,  difobedienc 
fubjedt  v/ould,  if  railed  to  power,  be  a  cruel,  info- 

lent,  unjuft  oppreffor ;  that  a  petulant,  peevifh,  ob- 
ftinate  fervant  would  make  a  capricious,  fevere3 
unreafonable  matter. 

If  we  were  to  carve  out  our  own  lot,  and  to 
have  all  our  own  defires  gratified,  there  is  great 
reafon  to  prefume,  we  would  throw  ourfelves  into 
the  moft  difagreeable  circumftances  with  regard 
to  our  fouls,  and  probably  confult  but  ill  for  our 
peace  and  comfort  in  this  world. 

Let  me  put  a  few  queftions  to  every  one  that  fe- 
cretly  murmurs  at  his  Rate.  Are  you  fure,  that  if 
you  were  advanced  to  a  place  of  power  and  truft, 
you  would  be  able  to  carry  with  prudence,  refolu- 
tion  and  integrity?  Are  you  fure,  that  if  you  were 
fupplied  with  riches  in  great  abundance,  you  would 
not  allow  yourklves  to  wander  in  pleafure.  Or  to 
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1  iVc  “  'u  fWL-  ?  Are  you  fare,  that  if  you  were  raifh 
tu  to  high  rank,  furrotinded  by  flatterers,  and  wor- 
ittipped  by  fervants,  you  would,  in  that  Handing, 
behave  with  humility  and  condefcenfion ;  or  that 
pi  tiled  on  all  hands  by  buflnefs,  company,  or  a— 

mu  t  you  ■would full  reltgtoujly J'ciooc  youy  tituc  fov 

converje  with  God ? 

A  life  of  piety  in  an  exalted  fiation,  is  a  conti¬ 
nual  conflict  with  the  firongeft  oppofition.  What 
lays  experience  upon  this  fubjeCt?  Solomon  did 
rql  wholly,  and  to  the  end,  refifi  the  temptation 
ci  riches  and  dominion.  In  the  whole  compafs 
ci  hifiory,  facred  and  profane,  I  do  not  remember 
any  example  or  a  man’s  behaving  better  in  point 
of  morals,  in  a  profperous,  than  an  affliCted  Hate, 
excepting  one  that  hath  this  appearance,  viz. 
Cicero,  the  Roman  orator.  His  conduCt  in  pros¬ 
perity  was  full  of  dignity,  and  feemed  wholly  di¬ 
rected  to  the  public  good ;  whereas  in  adverfity,  it 
was  to  the  laH  ctegiee  mean  and  abject: — but  pro-* 
bably  the  reafon  of  this  was,  that  pride,  or  rather 
vanity,  was  his  ruling  paffion,  and  the  great  mo¬ 
tive  to  his  iituHnous  actions ;  and  when  he  fell  in- 

to  adverfity,  this  difpofition  had  no  fcope  for  its 
exercife. 

Chriftians^  the  Lord  knoweth  our  frame,  ail'd 
is  well  acquainted  with  what  we  are  abJe  to  bear, 
and  confequently  what  Hate  of  life  will  be  upon 
the  whole  moil  convenient  for  us.  It  is,  therefore, 
our  interefi,  as  well  as  duty,  to'  refer  ourfelves  en- 
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tirely  to  him,  and  leave  him  to  choofe  for  us. 
This  is  not  only  the  dodrine  of  fcripture,  but  fo 
agreeable  to  reafon  and  good  fenfc,  that  it  has  been 
acknowledged  by  feveral  of  the  Heathen  Philbfd- 
phers,  who  have  exprefled  themfelves  in  terms 
perfectly  fimilar  to  thofe  of  the  infpired  writings^ 
The  prayer  which  Socrates  taught  his  pupil  Aid- 
biades,  is  very  remarkable  •  that  he  fhOuld  befeech 
the  Supreme  God  to  give  him  what  was  good  for 
him,  though  he  fhould  not  afk  it;  and  to  with¬ 
hold  from  him  whatever  would  be  hurtful,  though 
he  fhould  be  fo  foolifh  as  to  pray  for  it. 

2.  As  God  is  certainly  the  beft  judge  of  what  is 
good  for  us,  fo  refignation  to  him  is  a  moft  accep¬ 
table  expreffion  both  of  our  worfhip  and  obedi¬ 
ence.  Single  duties  are  particular  ads  $  reflgna- 
tion  is  the  very  habit  of  obedience.  The  wifjom 
and  goodnefs  of  God  are  acknowledged  in  the 
moft  authentic  manner,  when  his  holy  and  fove- 
reign  Providence  is  humbly  fubmitted  to,  and 
cordially  approved.  Every  impatient  complaint 
is  an  impeachment  of  Providence;  every  irregu¬ 
lar  defire  is  an  ad  of  rebellion  againft  God.  There¬ 
fore  a  fubmiffive  temper  mull  be  highly  pleafing 
to  God,  and  is  the  way  to  glorify  him  in  the  moft 
unexceptionable  manner.  The  rather  indeed,  as 
it  is  impoffible  to  attain  this  temper,  but  by  fin- 
cerely  laying  hold  of  the  covenant  of  peace,  which 
is  ordered  in  all  things  and  fure.  This  teaches? 
‘Vox.  II.  A'j 
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us  the  grounds  of  fubmiffion.  This  procures  for 
us  the  grace  of  fubmiffion.  This  ftains  the  pride 
of  all  human  glory.  This  changes  the  nature  of 
our  poffieffions  to  us,  and  us  to  them.  This  fpi- 
ritualizes  a  worldly  mind,  and  makes  us  know,  in 
our  own  experience,  that  all  the  paths  of  the  Lord 
to  his  own  people,  are  mercy  and  peace. 

3.  Such  a  temper  of  mind  will  greatly  contri¬ 
bute  to  our  own  inward  peace.  It  will  be  an  ef¬ 
fectual  prefervative  from  all  unrighteous  courfes, 
and  unlawful,  or  even  diffionorable  means  of  in- 
creating  our  worldly  fubftance,  and  confequently 
fave  us  from  the  troubles  or  dangers  to  which  men 
expofe  themfelves  by  fuch  practices.  It  will  pre- 
ferve  u&  from  perplexing  anxiety,  and  many  un- 
eafy  fears  for  futurity.  It  will  bring  us  the  near  and 
fu re  way  to  the  greateft  of  all  earthly  bleffings— 
a  contented  mind. 

Such  will  be  the  fweet  and  delightful  effeCls  of 
depending  upon  God,  and  leaving  it  to  him  to 
fur ni ill  our  iupplies  as  he  fees  moft  convenient 
for  us.  Whoever  can  pray  with  the  prophet — 
give  me  neither  poverty  nor  riches,  feed  me  with  food 
convenient  for  me — may  be  fully  affined,  that  his 
deiire  fhall  be  gratified,  as  it  is  perfectly  agreea¬ 
ble  to  the  will  of  God, 

I  conclude  with  reading  to  you  our  Saviour's 
exhortation  on  this  fubjeCt — "Therefore ,  I  fay  unto 
you ,  take  no  thought  for  your  life ,  what  ye  float  l  eat ,  or 
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what  ye  J hall  drink;  nor  yet  for  your  body,  what  ye 
/hall  put  on.  Is  not  the  life  more  than  meat ,  and  the 
body  than  raiment  ?  Behold  the  fowls  of  toe  air  ;  for 
'  they  fow  not ,  neither  do  they  reap ,  nor  gather  into 
barns ;  yet  your  heavenly  Father  feedeth  them.  Are 
not  ye  much  better  than  they  ?  But  feek  ye  firf  the 
kingdom  of  God,  and  his  righteoufnefs ;  and  all  ihefe 
tdfngs  Jhall  be  added  unto  you* 
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Proverbs  xxx.  9. 

Left  I  he  full  and  deny  thee ,  and  fay,  who  is  the  Lord ? 

Or,  left  I  be  poor  and  fteal ,  and  take  the  name  of  my 

Cod  in  vain . 

T  PROCEED  now  to  confider  the  arguments 
A  by  which  the  prophet  enforces  his  wife  and 
well-conceived  prayer.  Thefe,  in  connexion  with 
the  two  branches  of  the  prayer,  ftand  thus:  Give 
me  not  riches ,  left  I  be  full  and  deny  thee ,  and fay ,  who 
is  the  Lord ?  And  give  me  not  poverty,  left  I  be  poor, 
and  fteal ,  and  take  the  name  of  my  God  in  vain .  If 
Agui  s  prayer  is  conceived  in  the  moft  modeftand 
humble  terms,  the  reafons,  with  which  he  fupports 
it,  are  every  way  becoming  a  truly  wife  and  good 
man.  You  fee  in  them  a  prevailing  concern  for 
the  honor  and  glory  of  God,  and  his  own  preferv- 
ation  in  the  paths  of  piety  and  virtue.  You  fee  in 
them  a  humble  fenfe  of  his  own  weaknefs,  and  the 
danger  of  temptation i  he,  therefore,  defires  to  be 


3So  WITHERSPOON. 

placed  in  fuch  a  ftate  of  life/as  will  expofe  him  to 
the  feweft  trials.  An  excellent  difpofition  this* 
and  highly  worthy  of  our  imitation.  How  happy 
would  it  be  for  us  all,  if  a  defire  to  pleafe  God  and 
preferveour  integrity,  lay  always  neareft  our  hearts* 
and  had  a  conftant  and  commanding  influence  on 
every  ftep  we  took  in  our  journey  through  life. 

Neither  riches  nor  poverty  are  bad  in  them- 
felves.  Neither  of  them  is  any  recommendation* 
or  hindrance  to  the  favor  of  God,  who  is  no  refpec- 
tor  of  perfons — there  are  good  and  bad  in  all  ranks. 
Men  may  be  rich  and  yet  pious,  or  poor  yet  ftrid- 
]y  juft  and  honeft.  It  is,  I  confefs,  often  done* 
yet  it  is  highly  criminal  to  look  upon  all  that  are 
rich  in  this  world  as  profane;  and  it  would  be  e- 
qually  fo  to  look  upon  all  that  are  poor  as  deftitute 
of  integrity.  Yet  it  is  undeniable,  that,  from  the 
corruption  of  the  human  heart,  thefe  two  extremes 
do  often  become  ftrong  temptations  to  the  parti¬ 
cular  fins  mentioned  in  the  text;  which  we  fhall 
now  confider  feparately,  in  the  order  in  which 
they  lie  in  the  paflage  before  us. 

Give  me  not  riches ,  left  I  be  full  and  deny  thee,  and 
_  fay,  who  is  the  Lord ? 

As  to  the  fad,  that  riches  do  often  lead  to  pro¬ 
fanity  and  contempt  of  God,  experience,  and  the 
Hate  of  the  world  prove  it  in  a  manner  too  plain  to 
be  denied.  We  not  only  fee  that  thofe,  who  are 
born  and  educated  from  their  infancy  in  the  high¬ 
er  ranks  of  life,  are  moft  prone  to  negled  the  du^ 
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ties  of  religion;  but  thofe  who,  from  a  low  or 
mean  condition,  are  remarkably  raifed  in  the  courfe 
of  Providence,  do  often  change  their  temper  with 
their  Rate,  and  fhow  the  unhappy  influence  of 
riches  in  leading  them  to  a  forgetrulncfs  of  God. 
Are  there  not  fome,  who  were  regularly  in  God’s 
houfe  when  they  but  barely  fubfifted,  who  have  not 
time  for  it  now,  when  they  are  bufy  and  wealthy? 
Are  there  not  fome  families,  where  the  worfhip  ox 
God  was  conftant  and  regular  in  early  life,  while 
they  were  undiftinguifhed,  and  now  it  is  no  more 
to  be  heard  in  their  fumptuous  palaces  and  ele¬ 
gant  apartments?  Shall  I  fay,  that  any  worm  of 
the  earth  is  become  too  confiderable  to  fall  down 

before  the  omnipotent  Jehovah? 

\  '  * 

I  may  add,  as  being  of  great  importance  in  the 
prefent  fubjed,  that  fuch  changes  do  often  take 
place  gradually  and  infenfibly,  very  much  contrary 
to  men’s  own  expedation ;  fo  that  we  really  do  not 
know  ourfelves,  nor  can  we  determine  before  trial, 
how  far  we  would  refill:  or  yield  to  the  force  of 
temptation.  The  prophet  Elifha  foretold  to  Ha- 
zael,  the  cruelties  he  would  be  guilty  of  when  raif¬ 
ed  to  an  higher  ftation;  to  which  he  replied  with 
difdain  and  abhorrence;  IVhat,  is  thy  fervant  a  dog, , 
that  he  faoulddo  this  great  thing  ?  And  Elifha  anfwer- 
ed,  the  Lord  hath  jhevoed  me  that  thou  Jhall  be  king  over 
Syria.  The  condud  of  the  children*  of  Ifrael  in 
their  profperity,  is  but  an  emblem  of  the  general 
conduct  of  the  children  of  men.  But  JeJhuntn 
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■waxed fat ,  and  kicked.  Thou  art  waxed  fat ,  thou  art 

grown  thick,  thou  art  covered  with  fatnefs :  Then  he 

forfook  God  which  made  him ,  and  lightly  efteemed  the 
rock  of  his  fahation . 

What  hath  been  faid  might  be  fufficient  to  fhew 
the  propriety  of  the  prophet’s  prayer;  for  if  fuch 
hath  been  often,  or  generally,  the  influence  of 
worldly  greatnefs  upon  other  men,  why  fhould  any 
befo  confident  as  to  prefume  it  would  be  otherwifd 
with  themfelves?  But  perhaps  it  may  afford  mat¬ 
ter  of  ufeful  inftrudion,  to  enquire  a  little  further 
into  the  fubjed— to  trace  the  caufes  of  this  effed, 
and  fhew  how,  and  why  riches  become  an  induce¬ 
ment  to  irreligion  and  profanenefs,  for  this  will 
beft  enable  us  to  apply  the  remedy.  When  I 
fpeak  of  examining  the  caufes  of  this  effed,  I  con- 
fefs  that  no  reafon  can  be  given  for  it,  but  what 
refieds  great  difhonor  upon  human  nature  in  its 
prednt  flate.  \Vere  we  to  judge  of  the  matter  by 
the  didates  of  found  reafon,  we  fhould  naturally 
exped  to  find  it  diredly  contrary.  God  is  the 
author  of  every  bleffmg  which  men  poffefs,  and  his 
gifts  fhould  lead  us  to  gratitude  and  acknowledge¬ 
ment.  It  feems  natural  then  to  fuppofe,  that  thofe 
who  are  mod  highly  favored  in  the  courfe  of  Pro¬ 
vidence,  fhould  difcover  the  greateft  fenfe  of  ob¬ 
ligation,  and  be  ready  to  make  every  dutiful  re¬ 
turn.  One  would  think  that  though  the  poor  Ihould 
be  impatient,  furely  the  rich  will  be  content  and 
thankful.  Is  not  this  reafonable  ?  Had  any  of  you 
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Jbeftowed  many  favors  upon  others,  would  you  nop- 
exped  that  their  gratitude  ftiould  bear  tome  pror- 
portion  to  the  number  and  value  of  benefits  receiv¬ 
ed?  Had  any  of  them  been  remarkably  diftin- 
guilhed  from  the  reft,  would  you  riot  exped  from 
them  the  molt  inviolable  fidelity  and  attachment  ? 
Strange,  that  our  condud  ftiould  be  fo  diredly 
oppofite  in  the  returns  we  make  for  the  goodnefs 
of  our  maker  !  That  thofe  who  are  diftinguiftied 
from  others  by  the  largeft  poffeflions,  and  the 
greateft  fulnefs  of  ail  temporal  mercies,  fhould  be 
the  moft  prone  to  vvickednefs  of  ail  forts ;  but  ef- 
pecially,  that  they  ftiould  be  peculiarly  inclined 
to  forgetfulnefs  and  contempt  of  God.  Yet  fo  it 
is  in  truth.  Rut  however  diftionorablc  it  is  to 
human  nature,  let  us  fearch  into  it  a  little,  and 
perhaps  we  may  difcover  the  caufe  of  impiety  in 
perfons  in  affluent  circumftances*  and  the  danger 
the  prophet  would  avoid*  by  attending  to  the  foU 
lowing  obfervations ; 

1.  An  eafy  and  affluent  fortune  affords  the 
means*  not  only  of  pampering  our  bodies*  but  of 
gratifying  all  our  lulls  and  appetites.  They  are 
as  ftrong  probably  in  perfons  of  inferior  ftations* 
but  Providence  has  rendered  the  gratification 
more  difficult*  and  in  fome  cafes  impoffible.  Many 
work  through  necellity*  who  would  be  as  idle  and 
fiothful  as  any*  but  for  the  fear  of  want.  Thefe 
will  be  the  firft  and  readieft  to  reproach  the  rich* 
and  call  them  idle  drones,  who  revel  in  that  abuiv* 
Vol.  IL  B  3 
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dance  for  which  they  never  toiled;  and  to  put  to 
their  own  credit  that,  which  is  wholly  owing  to 
the  reftraints  under  which  they  are  laid.  Many 
are  generally  fober,  becaufe  they  cannot  afford  the 
charges  of  intemperance,  who  want  nothing  but 
the  means,  to  riot  in  the  moll  brutal  fenfuality. 
But  to  perfons  of  great  wealth,  the  objects  of  de- 
fire  are  always  placed  in  full  view,  and  are  evidently 
within  their  reach;  fo  that  the  temptation  has  un¬ 
common  force,  and  few  are  able  entirely  to  refill  it. 

2.  The  indulgence  of  pleafure  infenfibly  in¬ 
duces  a  habit,  and  leads  men  to  place  their  happi- 
nefs  in  fuch  enjoyments.  Habit  you  know  is  ve¬ 
ry  powerful,  and  while  the  habit  acquires  ftrength, 
the  power  of  refinance  is  gradually  weakened, 
Thefe  gratifications  confume  fo  much  time,  that 
there  is  little  left  to  reflect  upon  God,  and  our  re¬ 
lation  to  him.  I  reckon  it  none  of  the  lead  temp¬ 
tations  to  perfons  of  high  rank,  that  not  only  their 
felf  indulgence,  but  the  attendance  and  obfequi- 
ouinefs  of  others  fo  engrofles  their  attention,  and 
wades  their  time,  that  they  have  few  opportuni¬ 
ties  of  calm  and  fober  reflection ;  or  at  lead,  can 
eafily  efcape  from  it,  and  take  refuge  in  company 
and  amufement.  Add  to  this,  that  a  great  varie¬ 
ty  of  fenfible  objects  and  enjoyments  render  the 
mind,  not  only  lefs  attentive  to  things  of  a  fpiritual 
nature,  but  indeed,  lefs  able  to  underdand  them. 

3.  Obferve  further,  that  when  the  better  part  is 
thus  neglected,  and  no  care  taken  of  the  cukiva- 


W  I  T  HE  RS.P.00  N.  3  S3 

tion  of  the  mind,  every  vice  will  fpring  and  (hoot  * 
up  in  the  foul,  as  briars  and  thorns  do  upon  un-  „ 
cultivated  ground.  Sin,  my  brethren,  is  natural  . 
to  us ;  it  is  the  produce  of  the  foil ;  if  it  is  not 
deftroyed,  it  will  not  die;  if  it  is  but  neglebted, . 
it  will  thrive.  Now  when  ever  perfons  fall  under 
the  power  of  vice,  they  begin  firft  to  excufe,  and 
then  to  vindicate  it.  Thofe  who  are  under  the 
government  ofluft,  foon  find  it  would  be  their  in- 
tereft  that  there  was  no  fuch  thing  as  religion  and 
virtue.  Whatever  we  wifh,  we  are  ealily  led  to 
believe  to  be  true.  Loofe  and  atheiftical  princi¬ 
ples  then  find  a  ready  admittance,  and  are  fwal- 
lowed  down  greedily.  This  is  a  (horf  fketch  of 
the  fteps  by  which  people  in  affluent  and  ealy  cir- 
cumftances,  are  often  led  to  deny  God,  and  to  fay: 
IVhat  is  the  Almighty  that  zve  Jhoiddferve  him ,  and 
what  profit  Jhould  we  have  if  we  pray  unto  him 
Loofe  principles  are,  at  firft,  more  frequently  the 
effedl,  than  the  caufe  of  loofe  practices;  but  when 
once  they  have  taken  deep  root,  and  obtained  full 
dominion  in  the  heart,  they  have  a  dreadful  and 
fatal  influence  on  the  devoted  vidlirm 

\  C 

But,  my  brethren,  I  find  a  ftrong  inclination  to 
rnake  another  remark,  though  perhaps  it  may  be 
thought  of  too  refined  and  abftract  a  nature.  It 
is,  that  the  danger  of  affluence  in  leading  to  con¬ 
tempt  of  God,  arifes  from  the  nature  of  all  fin  as 
fuch.  The  original  and  firft  fin  of  man  was 
plainly  aftedhng  independence.  They  defired  and 
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expected  to  be  as  Gods  knowing  good  and  eviL 
And  Hill  fin  properly  confifts  in  withdrawing  our 
allegiance  from,  and  throwing  off  our  dependant 
upon  God,  and  giving,  as  it  were,  that  efteem,  love 
ana  feivice  to  ourfelves,  in  one  fhape  or  another, 
that  is  due  only  to  him.  Now  obferve,  that  afflu¬ 
ence  nourishes  this  miftake,  and  fuffering  kills  it. 
The  more  every  thing  abounds  with  us,  the  more 
our  will  is  fubmitted  to,  and  our  inclinations  gra¬ 
tified  on  every  fubjecl;  the  more  we  look  upon 
ourfelves  as  independent,  and  forget  our  obligati¬ 
ons  to  God.  Whereas,  on  the  other  hand,  difap- 
pointments  and  calamities  open  our  blind  eyes, 
and  make  us  remember  what  we  are.  Was  not 
the  proud  monarch  of  Babylon  infpired  with  this 
deluiive  fenfe  of  independence,  when  he  exprefied 
him  felt  thus :  At  the  end  of  twelve  months  he  walked 
-in  tlx  palace  of  the  kingdom  of  Babylon.  The  king 
Jpake  and  /aid,  is  not  this  great  Babylon  that  I  have 
buu  i  for  the  houfe  of  the  kingdom ,  by  the  might  of  my 
power,  and  for  the  honor  of  my  majefty  ?  But  mark 
the  more  powerful  word  of  the  King  of  Kines. 
While  the  word  was  in  the  king’s  mouth ,  there  fella 
voice  from  heaven,  faying,  0  king  Nebuchadnezzar , 
to  thee  it  is  fpoken,  the  kingdom  is  departed  from  thee  ! 
1  hat  this  is  the  proper  lource  of  worldly  greatnefs, 
may  be  feen  in  the  temper,  fuch  perfons  ufually 
^  t^u  e  att  fettle  in,  which  is  pride,  infolence 
and  contempt  of  others-  Nay,  it  appears  ftill 
more  clearly  in  feme  few  inftances,  in  which  the 
intoxication  comes  to  its  height,  and  the  poor  de^ 
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Ittded  mortal  literally  afpired  to  be  confidered  and 
treated  as  God.  It  may  Teem  incredible,  but  we 
have  the  moft  authentic  evidence  that  hiftory  can 
afford,  that  feme  men  have  demanded  and  receiv¬ 
ed  divine  worftfip.  This  was  the  cafe,  not  only 
with  Alexander  the  Great,  who  v/as  really  an  il- 
Juftrious  prince,  but  with  fome  of  the  later  Roman 
emperors,  who  were  the  meaneft  and  bafeft  of  all 
men.  No  wonder  then,  that  profperity  makes 
men  negledt  God,  when  it  prompts  them  to  fit 
down  upon  his  throne,  and  rob  him  of  the  fervice 
of  his  other  fubjedts. 


Before  I  proceed  to  the  other  part  of  the  pro¬ 
phet’s  argument,  fuffer  me  to  make  a  few  remarks 
for  the  improvement  of  what  has  been  already  faid. 
And, 


*  .  ...  .  v 

r.  See  hence  the  great  malignity  and  deceitful- 
nefs  of  fin.  It  hardly  appears  more  ftrongly  from 
any  circumftance,  than  that  which  has  been  the 
fubjedl  of  this  difeourfe,  viz.  that  the  gifts  of  God, 
in  the  courfe  of  his  Providence,  are  fo  far  from  ex¬ 
citing  our  gratitude,  in  proportion  to  their  num¬ 
ber  and  value,  that,  on  the  contrary,  thofe  who  re¬ 
ceive  moft  are  ufually  mof  profane .  They  make  his 
favors  inftruments  of  rebellion  againft  him,  and 
return  contempt  for  his  indulgence,  and  hatred  for 
his  love. 


Let  us  net  take  occafton  from  this  to  gratify 
our  own  envy,  by  particular  or  perfonal  reproach 
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again  It  thofe  who  are  great,  or  have  become  rich 
amongft  themfelves;  but  let  us  ad  a  far  wifer  and 
jUuei  part,  and  be  humbled  for  the  finfulncfs  of 
our  nature,  and  warned  of  the  deceitfulnefs  of  fin.  * 
^  Ve  may  feel  the  feeds  of  this  difpofition  m  us  all. 
\ou  find  the  wife  man  charging  a  fimilar  ingra¬ 
titude  upon  man  in  general.  Becaufe fentence  againjl 
an  evil  work  is  not  executed  fpeedily ,  therejore  the 
heart  of  the  Jons  of  men  is  fully  fet  in  than  to  do 
evil.  And  do  you  not  obferve  every  day,  nay,  has 
it  not  turned  into  a  proverb,  that  we  think  light 
of  our  mercies,  fpintual  and  temporal,  when  they 
are  common  and  abundant?  And  what  is  the  true 
and  pi  op  ci  interpretation  of  this,  but  that  the  great¬ 
er  God’s  goodnefs  is  to  us,  commonly  the  lefs  is 
our  gratitude  to  him? 


2.  Let  me  befeech  you  to  make  a  wife  improve* 
ment  of  the  advantages  you  enjoy  over  one  another. 
Let  them  excite  in  you  a  holy  emulation  to  teitify 
your  fenfe  of  fupenor  bieflings,  by  fuperior  piety 
and  uiefulncfs.  Do  you  excel  others  in  any  re- 
fped?  Are  you  fuccefsful  in  trade?  Have  you  rif- 


en  to  reputation  ?  Are  you  exalted  to  offices  of  dig- 
mty?  Are  you  endowed  with  capacity  of  mind? 


Can  you  remember  the  time  when  thofe  were  your 
equals  who  are  now  your  inferiors?  Do  not  look 
with  infoJence  upon  others,  making  odious,  and 
perhaps  uhjuft  comparifons.  Do  nor  fwell  in  pride 
and  (elf-complacence,  as  if  by  your  own  power  you 
had  made  yourfelves  to  differ,  but  rather  look  the 
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other  way  to  God,  who  is  the  maker  botn  of  rich 
and  poor,  and  pray  that  your  thankfuinefs  and  duty 
to  him  may  exceed  that  of  the  poor  man,  as  much 
as  his  iiberality  to  you  exceeds  what  he  has  thought 
proper  to  beftow  upon  him.  This  affords  me  an 
opportunity  of  relating  a  little  piece  of  private  hif- 
tory,  that  happened  in  Great  Britain,  and  appears 
to  me  very  worthy  of  remembrance,  and  very  con¬ 
ducive  to  the  ends  of  edification. 

A  gentleman  of  very  confi Jerable  fortune,  but 
a  ftranger  to  either  perfonal  or  family  religion,  one 
evening  took  a  folitary  walk  through  a  part  of  his 
own  grounds.  He  happened  to  come  near  to  a 
mean  hut,  where  a  poor  man  with  a  numerous  fa¬ 
mily  lived,  who  earned  their  bread  by  daily  labor. 
He  heard  a  voice  pretty  loud  and  continued.  Not 
knowing  what  it  was,  curiofity  prompted  him  to, 
liflen.  The  man,  who  was  pioufly  difpofed,  hap¬ 
pened  to  be  at  prayer  with  his  family.  So  foon 
as  he  could  diftinguifh  the  words,  he  heard  him 

giving  thanks  with  great  aifeeftion  to  God,  for  the 

*  ^ 

goodnefs  of  his  providence,  in  giving  them  food 
to  eat,  and  raiment  to  put  on,  and  in  fupplying 
them  with  what  was  necelfary  and  comfortable  in 
the  prefent  life.  He  was  immediately,  no  doubt, 
by  divine  power,  ftruck  with  aftonifhment  and 
confufion,  and  faid  to  himfelf,  does  this  poor  man, 
who  has  nothing  but  the  meaneft  fare,*  and  that 
purchafed  by  fevere  labor,  give  thanks  to  God  for 
his  goodnefs  to  himfelf  and  family,  and  J,  who  en- 
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joy  eafe  and  honor,  and  every  thing  that  is  grateful 
and  definable,  have  hardly  ever  bent  my  knee,  or 
made  any  acknowledgement  to  my  maker  and  pre- 
ferver.  It  pleafed  God  that  this  providential  oc¬ 
currence  proved  the  mean  of  bringing  him  to  a 
real  and  lading  fenfe  of  God  and  religion. 

Let  all  perfons  in  health,  quiet  and  plentiful 
circumdances,  learn  from  the  preceding  difcourfe, 
what  it  is  they  ought  clearly  to  guard  againft. — * 
Pride,  fecurity,  forgetfulnefs  of  God,  are  peculiar¬ 
ly  incident  to  that  date.  Lo  this,  faith  the  Lord 
to  Jerufalem,  was  the  iniquity  of  thy fjier  Sodom,  pride3 
fulnefs  o  f  bread,  and  abundance  of  idlenefs  was  in  her3 
and  in  her  daughters,  neither  did  jhe  jirengihen  the  hand 
of  the  poor  and  needy .  A  ferious  reflection  on  the 
obligation  fuch  lie  under  to  God  for  what  they 
have  received  in  their  continued  dependence  upon 
him,  and  the  indabiliry  of  all  earthly  things,  would 
fave  them  from  the  hurtful  influence  of  worldly 
profperity.  To  enforce  this,  I  fhall  only  read  the 
apodolic  charge  to  Timothy.  Charge  them  that  are 
rich  in  this  world ,  that  they  be  not  high  minded,  nor 
truji  in  uncertain  riches,  but  in  the  living  God,  who 
giveth  us  all  things  richly  to  enjoy ;  that  they  do  good, 
that  they  be  rich  in  good'works,  ready  to  difribute,  will - 
ing  to  communicate  %  laying  up  in  fore  for  t  he  mf elves  a 
good  foundation  againft  the  time  to  come,  that  they  may 
lay  bold  on  eternal  life , 


\ 


SERMON  XLI. 


The  DANGER  of  ADVERSITY. 

B  Y 

JOHN  IF  I  THE  RS  POO  N,  D.  D.  L.  L.  B„ 


Co3.  N.  C.  P. 


Proverbs  xxx.  9, 

Left  I  be  poor  and. Jteal,  and  take  the  name  of  my  God 

in  vain. 


^  -•  •  -  -■  •  •  •»  • .  - . 

I  PROCEED  now  to  confider  the  argument  by 
which  the  prophet  urges  the  fecond  branch  of 
his  requeft,  which,  in  connexion,  runs  thus— Give 
me  not  poverty ,  left  1  be  poor  and  fteaL  Having  not 
only  explained  the  general  principle  that  runs 
through  the  whole  of  this  fubjeft,  but  alfo  very 
particularly  pointed  out  the  dangers  attending  an 
opulent  and  wealthy  Hate ;  I  fhaJl  endeavor  to  do 
the  fame  thing  with  refpe6t  to  a  (late  of  poverty 
and  ftraitnefs.  While  I  attempt  this,  I  am  fm- 
ccrely  forry  that  there  is  fo  much  propriety  in  the 
lubjed ;  and  that  it  is  fo  well  fu'ited  to  the  cir curn- 
ftances  of  the  inhabitants  of  this  place.  You  fee 
the  prophet  confiders  the  great  and  general  ternp^. 
Vol,  IL  C  3 
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tation  to  which  the  poor  are  expofcd,  to  be  dif- 
honcft,  by  ufmg  fraudulent  means  of  relieving 
their  wants,  or  bettering  their  condition.  You 
fee  alfo,  he  confiders  this  temptation  in  its  pro- 
greft,  not  only  inclining  them  to  a£t  unjuftly,  but 
fomctmms  pioceedimg  to  the  terrible  degree  of 
concealing  or  lupporting  the  fraud  by  falfehood^ 
and  perhaps  at  laid  by  perjury  or  falfe  fwearing;  left 
le  f  oo)  cuui  fleet! y  and  take  the  name  oj  ?ny  God  in  vum* 

Let  us  firft  confider  a  little  the  matter  of  fact2 
as  it  appears  in  experience,  and  then  a  few  of  its 
principal  caufes. 

As  to  the  firft  of  thefe,  (hall  I  be  afraid  to  affirm, 
that  exreme  poverty  often  inclines  perfons  to  dif- 
h  one  fly  and  fraud?  Will  it  be  thought  harfh  and 
fevere  to  thofe  already  lufficiently  depreffed  ?  As 
I  would  not  feem  to  Hand  in  this  place  and  flatter 
the  pride  of  the  greatefl,  and  moft  eminent  of  my 
feilow  tinners,  fo  neither  will  I  diffemble  the  truth 
fiom  a  falfe  companion  for  the  poor.  This  would 
indeed  be  doing  them  the  greatefl  pollible  injury ; 
it  would  be  treating  them,  Irom  miflaken  tender- 
nefs,  as  the  rich  are  often  treated  from  the  fear  or 
partiality  of  thofe  who  are  about  them;  foflerincr 

,  o 

their  lelf-deceit,  and  not  fuffering  them  to  hear 
the  molt  falutary  truths,  becaufe  they  are  not  pleafb 
ing  to  the  flefh. 

It  is  undoubtedly  matter  of  experience,  that 
great  poverty  makes  many  take  unjuft  and  unwar¬ 
rantable  methods  of  procuring  relief.  Not  cniy 
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f by  but  they  feem  often  difpofed  to  juftify  and  de¬ 
fend  them,  as  if  they  had  a  title  to  rectify  the  mif- 
takes  of  Providence,  in  the  diftribution  of  worldly 
poffefTions.  This,  in  the  event,  receives  great  en¬ 
couragement  from  fome  who  feem  to  have  imbib¬ 
ed  a  general  faife  principle,  and  ad  upon  it,  both 
in  their  own  condud,  and  in  their  judgment  of 
others.  In  the  divifion  of  controvcrfy,  or  divid¬ 
ing  difputed  property,  when  one  party  is,  or  is 
fuppofed  to  be  rich,  and  in  eafy  c  ire  urn  fiances,  and 
the  other  poor,  and  in  a  mean  condition,  they 
think  that  inftead  of  ading  according  to  ftricfc 
juftice,  the  advantage  ftiould  always  be  made  to 
fall  to  the  poorer  fide.  This  condud  is  confider- 
ed  by  fome,  not  only  as  lawful,  but  as  laudable. 
It  is  however  a  faife  principle,  and  is  condemned 
in  feripture,  which  fays.  Neither  j, halt  thou  count  c~ 
nance  a  poor  man  in  his  caufe .  It  may  be  thought, 
perhaps,  that  the  other  is  the  more  common  and 
dangerous  partiality,  and  probably  it  is  fo ;  yet 
this  alfo  is  blame- worthy,  and  when  followed  out, 

as  I  am  afraid  it  too  often  is,  muft  involve  num¬ 
bers  unawares  in  the  guilt  of  Healing;  for  when 

they  have  once  laid  down  this  rule,  that  the  poor 
have  fome  claim  upon  the  rich,  they  are  ready  to 
apply  it  to  their  own  cafe,  and  extend  it  very  far. 
But  in  all  matters  of  property,  or  right  and  wrong, 
whether  a  perfon  is  rich  or  poor,  ought  to  be  ut¬ 
terly  out  of  the  queftion ;  the  only  thing  to  be 
confidered  is,  what  is  juft  and  lawful.  The  rich 
are  indeed,  in  point  of  confidence,  bound  to  a  Hi  ft 


394- 


WITHERSPOON. 

the  poor  ;  but  this  mull:  be  their  own  aft ;  no  per- 
can  ta^.c  the  fmnlleff  part  of*  their  property, 
without  their  confent,  but  he  is  guilty  of  an  ad  of 
injuftice,  and  violation  of  the  law  of  God.  No 
!  ~l ton  a  right  to  make  them  generous  and. 
charitable  againft  their  wills,  or  to  exercife  their 
own  generality  and  charity  at  their  expence.  This 
muit  be  left  to  the  Supreme  Judge  at  the  lafl  day, 
who  will  fay  to  them,  I  was  a  ftranger  and  ye  took 
me  not  in,  naked  and  ye  clothed  me  not,  Jack  and  in  pri- 
Jon  and  ye  vifited  me  not.  But  what  will  give  us  the 
moil  diftinct  view  of  the  influence  of  poverty,  as  a 
temptation,  is  the  too  frequent  conduct  of  thofe 
who  are  reduced  from  what  was  once  their  ftate, 
to  poverty  or  debt,  by  misfortunes  or  extrava¬ 
gance,  or  mifmanagement  of  their  affairs.  The 
temptation  of  poverty  is  not  by  far  fo  great  to 
thofe  in  the  meaneft  ranks  of  life,  whofe  income, 
though  frnall,  is  not  very  difproportionate  to  what 
hath  always  been  their  condition ;  as  to  thofe  w  ho 
are  reduced  from  a  higher  to  a  lower  ftate— The 
few,  who  in  fuch  a  fituation  preferve  their  inte¬ 
grity  inviolated,  and  their  fincerity  of  fpcech  un- 
iufpedted,  deferve  the  higheft  honor,  Nay,  I  am 
perfuaded  that,  bad  as  the  world  is,  every  perfon 
in  reduced  circumftances,  would  meet  with  com- 
paffion  and  aftiftance,  if  all  about  him  were  fen  ft- 
ble  that  he  had  neither  loft  his  fubftance  by  neg¬ 
lect,  nor  wafted  it  by  riot,  nor  concealed  it  by 
fraud.  But  though  we  cannot  help  afcribing  fome 
picture  of  what  is  laid  to  the  charge  of  perfons 
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in  this  unhappy  ftate,  to  the  rage  and  refentment 
of  thofe  who  have  fuffered  by  them ;  yet  alas,  there 
is  too  great  reafon  to  affirm,  that  they  are  too  of¬ 
ten  guilty  of  prevarication  and  iraud,  the  1  ins  men¬ 
tioned  in  the  text. 

I  will  dwell  no  longer  upon  the  fad,  hut  will 
conlider  a  little  the  reafons  of  it,  which  will  dired- 
ly  ferve  to  promote  the  defign  of  this  dilcourfc, 
by  exciting  men  to  concern  and  folicimde,  as  well 
as  pointing  out  the  proper  means  of  avoiding  the 
temptation.  The  general  reafon  of  this,  to  be  fare, 
is  obvious  to  every  body,  that  perfons  in  poverty, 
being  ftrongly  folicited  by  the  appetites  common 
to  all  men,  and  not  having  of  their  own  wherewith 
to  gratify  their  defires,  are  tempted  to  lay  hold  of 
the  property  of  others.  They  grudge  to  fee  that 
others  have  the  enjoyments  from  which  they  are 
debarred ;  and  fince  they  cannot  have  them  in  a 
lawful,  itiake  bold  to  feize  them  in  an  unlawful 
way.  But  this  I  do  not  infift  on,  that  I  may  men¬ 
tion  one  or  two  particular  reafons,  which  will  fug- 
geft  fuitable  exhortations  to  duty. 

i.  The  firft  I  {hall  mention,  is  ignorance.  This 
is  peculiarly  applicable  to  thofe  in  the  loweft  ranks 
of  life.  Through  poverty  they  are  not  fo  well  in¬ 
truded  as  they  ought  to  be,  in  the  principles  of 
religion,  and  the  great  rules  of  duty.  An  igno¬ 
rant  {rate  is  almoft  always  a  ftate  of  fccunty.— 
Their  confciences  are  lefs  tender,  and  they  arelefs 
fenlible  of  the  great  evil  of  prevarication  and  fraud. 
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I  am  obliged,  in  fidelity,  to  fay,  that  in  the  private 
inspection  of  my  charge,  though  I  have  found 
lome  inftances  both  of  poverty  and  ficknefs  borne 
with  the  moft  pious  refignation,  there  are  alfo 
feme  whofe  condition  might  move  the  hardeft 
heart,  living  in  the  moft  fordid  poverty,  grofsly 
ignorant,  and,  at  the  fame  time,  fo  aifpirited,  fo 
flothfui,  or  fo  proud,  that  they  will  do  little  to 
obtain  knowledge  for  themfelves,  or  communi- 
cate  it  to  their  children.  Many  will  not  attend 
upon  the  public  means  of  inftrudion,  becaufe  they 
cannot  appear  in  fuch  a  decent  garb  as  thy  could 
Vv  i ill ;  and  ior  tne  fame  reafon,  they  keep  their 
children  from  them,  till  they  contract  fuch  habits 
of  idieneis  ana  vice,  that  they  come  out  into  the 
world  without  principle,  obftinate  and  intradable. 
Is  not  the  duty  here  very  plain?  All  fuch  fhould 
exert  themfelves  to  obtain  the  knowledge  of  the 
things  which  belong  to  their  peace.  They  fhould 
neitner  be  unwilling  nor  afhamed  to  make  appli¬ 
cation  for  fupply ;  and  even  the  coarfoft  raiment 
fhould  not  hinder  them  from  appearing  in  the 
home  or  God.  Thus  they  will  find  acceptance 
with  him,  if  they  worfhip  him  in  the  beauty  of  ho- 
linefs,  preferable  to  thofe  who  are  clothed  in  pur-* 

pie  and  fine  linen,  and  their  hearts  are  after  their 
covetoufnefs. 

2.  Another  great  reafon  why  poverty  becomes 
a  temptation  to  fraud  is,  that  they  are  introduced 
to  it  infeniibly,  and  led  on  by  degrees.  The  fin 
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fteals  upon  them  by  little  and  little.  People  in¬ 
volved  in  their  circumftances,  to  get  rid  ot  impor¬ 
tunity  and  felicitation,  make  promifes,  more  of 
what  they  hope  or  wifh,  than  of  what  they  are  able 
to  do.  Neceffity  ferves  as  an  excufe  for  their  fail¬ 
ing  to  their  own  minds,  and  thus  they  are  gradu¬ 
ally  brought  into  a  breach  of  fincerity,  and  proceed 
from  lower  to  higher  degrees  of  falfehood.  Little 
arts  of  evafion  are  firft  made  ufe  of,  and  doubtful 
practices  are  entered  upon.  One  fin  fee  ms  necef- 
fary  to  ftrengthen  or  conceal  another,  till  at  laft 
the  grofteft  fraud,  and  fometimes  perjury  itfelf* 
clofes  the  unhappy  fcene.  I  have  read  an  excel¬ 
lent  obfervation,  that  there  is  hardly  fuch  a  thing 
as  a  fingle  fin;  they  are  always  to  be  found  in 
clufters.  I  am  fure,  this  holds  in  a  particular 
manner  as  to  fins  of  injurtice.  They  are  fo  inter¬ 
woven  and  connected  together,  that  you  cannot 
receive  any  one  without  being  obliged  to  admit 
the  reft.  This  is  one  great  branch  of  the  deceit¬ 
ful  nefs  of  fin  in  general;  with  a  view  to  which  the 
apoftle  fays;  But  exhort  one  another  daily  while  it  is 
called  to-day ,  left  any  of  you  be  hardened  through  the 
deceitfulnefs  of  fin. 

3.  I  only  mention  one  other  rcafon  of  poverty 
being  a  temptation  to  fraud,  viz.  that  in  time  it 
deftroys  the  fenfe  of  fhame.  1  am  not  ignorant, 
that  a  fenfe  of  fhame,  which  is  nothing  elfe  but  a 
fear  of  the  ceniure  of  others,  neither  is,  nor  ought 
to  be  the  main  principle  of  a  good  man’s  addons. 
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But  as  thes-e  is  no  other  principle  at  all  in  many, 
io  it  is  a  good  affillant,  and  corroborative  when 
jtiftly  directed:  but  now,  through  the  corrupt 
max,  -ns  of  the  world,  poverty  is  fo  much  the  ob¬ 
ject  of  contempt,  and  thole  who  are  in  this  ftate, 
meet  every  day  with  fo  many  marks  of  negledt 
from  all,  that  before  their  condition  is  known, 
they  will  do  almoft  any  thing  to  conceal  it,  and 
after  it  is  kno  wn,  they  become  in  time  fo  deftitute  ' 
of  fhame,  that  they  are  under  no  further  reftraint. 

From  this  particular  branch  of  the  fubjedt,  let 
me  put  you  in  mind, 

*  ’  ■  v  - 

1 .  What  reafon  many  have  to  be  thankful  to 
the  God  of  life,  who  hath  given  them  their  daily 
provifioo,  if  not  in  all  the  abundance  of  immenfe 
riches,  yet  in  fuinefs  and  fufficiency.  An  humble, 
thankful  difpofiticn  is  not  only  your  duty,  in  re¬ 
turn  for  the  divine  bounty,  but  is  itfelf  the  richeft 
and  fweeteft  ingredient  in  all  temporal  mercies. — - 
It  is  that,  indeed,  which  makes  them  mercies.— 
Envious  perfons  do  not  tafte  what  they  have,  their 
evil  eye  being  fixed  on  what  they  cannot  obtain. 
Things  in  this  refpect  are  juft  what  they  feem  to 
be.  Our  comforts  are  as  we  are  enabled  to  relifh 

them.  The  fame  poffeffions  which  are  defpifed 
by  the  impatient  or  ambitious  are  a  treafure  and 

abundance  to  the  humble  and  grateful. 

2.  If  poverty  is  a  temptation,  it  ought  to  be  an 
argument  to  all  to  avoid  it,  or  feek  deliverance 
from  it  by  lawful  means.  Apply  yourfelves  with 
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fteadinefs  and  perfeverance  to  the  duties  of  your 
calling,  that  you  may  provide  things  honed  in  the 
light  of  all  men.  It  is  a  duty  of  the  land,  and  of 
the  gofpel ;  and  it  hath  this  promife,  in  general, 
annexed  to  it,  that  the  hand  of  the  diligent  make tb 
rich .  Read,  I  befeech  you,  that  vaft  treafurc  of 
ufeful  inftru&ion,  the  book  of  Proverbs ;  where 
you  will  meet  with  many  excellent  counfels  and 
wife  obfervations  upon  this  fubjedt.  Of  thefe  I 
fhall  mention,  at  prefent,  but  two  palfages,  feledied 
both  for  the  foundnefs  of  the  inftrudtion,  and  the 
beauty  of  the  illuftration.  Go  to  the  ant ,  thou  jlug- 
gard ,  confder  her  ways  and  he  wife  ;  which  having  no 
guide ,  overfeeVy  or  ruler ,  provide th  her  meat  in  the fum - 
mery  and  gather eth  her  food  in  the  harveft .  How  long 
wilt  thou jleep  0  jluggardf  When  wilt  thou  arife  out 
of  thy  Jleep ?  So  J hall  thy  poverty  come  as  one  that  tra - 
vellethy  a?id  thy  want  as  an  armed  man .  And  again  ; 
I  went  by  the  field  of  the  jlothfuly  and  by  the  vineyard 

of  the  man  void  of  underfunding ;  and  lo  it  was  all 
grown  over  with  thorns ,  and  nettles  had  covered  the 

face  thereof  \  and  the  f  one-wall  thereof  was  broken 
down . 

♦ 

3.  Are  any  of  you  poor  and  reduced  in  your  cir- 
cumftaneeSj  fet  a  double  watch  upon  your  condudt„ 
and  earneftly  pray  that  God  may  preferve  you 
from  fraud  and  dilingenuity  of  every  kind.  Rather 
fuffer  yourfelves  to  be  (h  ipped  of  every  thing,  and 
apply  to  the  charity  of  others,  which  is  not  (infill, 
and  ought  not  to  be  (hameful,  than  take  any  dif- 
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hondT  methods  of  bettering  your  ftate.  O  melan¬ 
choly  thought,  that  many,  when  they  become  defpe- 
rate  in  their  circumftanoes,  become alfodefperate  in 
their  courfes,  and  drown  the  reflection  of  their  con- 
fciences  in  flothfulnefs  and  fenfuality !  Sincerity, 
integrity,  patience  and  fobnety  in  a  ruined  fortune 
are  doubly  eminent,  at  leaft,  whatever  they  may  be 
in  the  fight  of  the  world,  they  are  honorable  and 
precious  in  the  fight  of  God,  and  of  all  good  men. 

Before  concluding,  fuifier  me  to  make  one  or 
tvio  reflections  on  the  fubjedt  in  general;  the  le- 
veral  parts  of  which  I  have  now  explained.  And, 
i.  On  what  hath  been  fa  id  on  this  fubjed,  I 
■would  graft  this  important  leflon;  that  you  fhould 
not  only  ftudy  to  preferve  yourfelves  from  fin,  but 
from  all  fuch  circumftances  of  temptation  as  are 
dangerous  to  human  conftancy.  This  was  the 
very  ground  of  the  prayer  of  the  prophet  in  my 
text,  and  is  the  fubftance  of  the  reafons  he  affigns 
for  his  requeft.  We  are  taught  the  fame  thing  in 
the  ftrongeft  manner,  by  the  feveral  inffances  of 
human  frailty,  and  the  folly  of  prefumptuous  con¬ 
fidence,  recorded  in  fc ripture.  Now  all  thefe  things 
happened  unto  them  for  enf ample s ,  and  they  are  zvritten 
for  our  admonition,  upon  whom  the  ends  of  the  world 
are  come.  Wherefore,  let  him  that  thinketb  he Jlandeth 
take  heed  left  befall.  We  are  aifo  taught  the  fame 
thing  by. him  who  knew  what  was  in  man,  as  he 
has  given  us  directions  in  the  form  of  prayer  which 
he  taught  his  difciples,  to  fay.  Lord,  lead  us  not  in¬ 
to  temptation . 
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Are  you  really  unwilling  to  do  evil,  you  will  be 
concerned  to  keep  yourfelves  out  of  the  way  of 
every  folicitation  to  it.  Phis  is  conilantly  tne  ef¬ 
fect  of  a  judicious  and  folid  piety,  and-thofe  wuo 
ad  otherwife  fhew,  that  they  either  have  no  real 
goodnefs,  or  that  they  are  very  weak  Chriftians, 
and  little  acquainted  either  with  tfremfelves,  or  this 
prefent  evil  world. 

2.  You  may  learn  how  necefiary  it  is,  that  you 
fhould  look  for  the  divine  affiftance  and  directions 
to  avoid  the  temptation  of  every  ftate  of  life.  We 
are  truly  of  ourfelves  unequal  to  the  trials  with 
which  we  are  furrounded.  Not  that  there  is  any 
thing  unjuft  or  oppreffive  in  the  meafures  of  Prov  i¬ 
dence;  but  becaufe  it  feems  good  to  our  makers 
to  oblige  us  to  a  conftant  dependance  upon  him- 
felf  and  his  promifed  help.  But  God  is  faithful \ 
who  will  not fuffer you  to  he  tempted  above  that  ye  are 
able,  hut  will  with  the  temptation  alfo  make  a  way  to 
efcapey  that  ye  may  be  able  to  bear  it . 

r  ■  \  t 

The  lead  temptation  may  prove  too  hard  for  us, 
ifwenegled  to  apply  for  fupreme  aid;  but  in  di¬ 
vine  ftrength,  we  may  bid  defiance  to  the  mofl 
formidable  oppofition.  This  temper  is  well  ex¬ 
emplified  and  described  by  the  apoftle  Paul  to  the 
Corinthians.  And  he  /aid  unto  mey  my  grace  is  fif- 
ficient  for  thee K for  my  firength  is  made  p erf e A  in  weak- 
nefs.  Mofl  gladly ,  therefore s  will  I  rather  glory  in  my 
infirmities y  that  the  power  of  Chrijl  may  reft  upon  me , 
therefore y  I  take  pie afure  in  infirmities y  in  reproaches  y 
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tn  necrjji ties,  in  perfection,  in  difirejfes  for  Chrifi's 
faiies  for  when  I  am  weak  then  am  I ftrong. 


3*  From  what  hath  been  faid,  you  may  fee  what 
an  inseparable  connexion  there  is  between  true  re¬ 
ligion,  and  your  employments,  and  ftate  in  this 
prefent  world.  They  have  a  mutual,  ftrong,  and 
conftant  influence  upon  one  another.  It  is  a  fatal, 
though  a  common  error  to  feparate  them;  entire¬ 
ly  to  confine  religion  to  the  times  and  places  of 
immediate  v/orfttip,  and  fuppofe  that  it  hath  no¬ 
thing  to  do  with  the  maxims  of  trade  and  com- 
mace,  or  otner  worldly  callings.  On  the  con¬ 
trary,  your  impreffions  of  things  fpiritual  and  eter¬ 
nal,  will  direct  and  regulate  your  views  as  to  the 
prtwnt  tife ;  and  your  iuccefs  or  misfortunes  in 
worldly  ichemes,  will  have  a  certain  and  vifible 


enecl;  upon  your  Chriftian  converfatipn,  and  the 
Fate  of  your  fouls.  Therefore,  let  them  never  be 
fcparated  in  your  own  views,  and  let  them  ft  ill  be 
kept  in  their  proper  order  and  fubordination. 
Though  the  light  and  trivial  ufe,  not  only  of  the 
name  ol  God,  but  of  fcripture-language,  is  both 
fill nil  and  dangerous;  and  though  a  forward  of- 
te'ntatious  piety  may  fometimes  look  fufpicious, 
yet  it  were  to  be  withed  we  had  more  of  a  grave 


and  habitual  acknowledgement  of  God  in  all  our 
ways.  This  was  the  language  of  the  Patriarchs 
ot  old.  In  one  of  the  former  difcourfes  upon  this 
fubject  ,  I  took  notice  of  Jacob’s  prayer,  when  he 
let  out  for  Padan-aram.  See  after  the  increafe  of 
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his  family,  how  he  expreftes  himfelf  in  anfwer  to 
his  brother  Ifaac.  And  he  lift  up  his  eyes  and  Jaw 
the  women  and  children ,  and  faid,  who  are  thofe  with 
thee  ?  And  he  f  'aid  the  children  which  God  hath  graci- 
oujly  given  thy  fervant*  See  aifo  the  apoftolical  di¬ 
rection  for  the  manner  of  projecting  our  future 
purpofes.  Go  to  now,  ye  that  fay  to-day,  or  to-mor~ 
row,  we  will  go  into  fuch  a  city,  and  continue  there  a 
year ,  and  buy  and  fell,  and  get  gain . 

4.  In  the  laft  place,  let  me  befeech,  in  the  ten- 
dereft  manner,  every  one  of  you,  rich  and  poor* 
to  remember  an  approaching  eternity.  It  will  not 
be  long  till  the  honorable,  and  defpifed,  the  weal¬ 
thy  and  the  needy,  the  mailer  and  the  fervant,  final! 
lie  down  in  the  dufi.  Lay  hold  of  that  covenant 
of  peace  which  is  ordered  in  all  things  and  fore. 
Hear  a  great  and  conftant  truth.  What  is  a  man 
profited,  though  he  Jhould  gain  the  whole  world  and  loofe 
his  own  foul,  or  zvhat  fihall  a  man  give  in  exchange  for 
his  foul ?  How  many  a  Lazarus  is  now  in  Abra¬ 
ham’s  bofom;  and  how  many  a  rich  man,  that 
once  lived  delicately  on  earth,  is  at  this  moment 
tormented  in  hell- fire !  The  gofpel  of  peace  is 
now  preached  in  your  ears.  Believe  in  the  name 
of  the  Lord  jcfus  Chrift,  and  ye  fhall  be  laved. 
I  cannot  promife  that  you  fhall  be  rich,  but  all 
things  neceflary  are  allured  to  you  by  the  divine 
promife;  food  and  raiment  fupport  under  trials* 
ftrength  for  duty,  and  in  the  world  to  come,  ever- 
lafting  reft. 

END  of  the  SECOND  VOLUME, 
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